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Testimonial Volume, 
Footed Silver Tray 
Presented 

Faculty and Staff surprised· Dr. 
Edward W. Seay with a celebration 
dinner, commemorating his tenth 
anniversary as president, at · the 
Old Mill Inn, Bernardsville, Friday 
evening, November 7. 

In the serious after-dinner por
tion of the program, Dr. Elwood 
Backenstoss, chairman of the com
mittee, gave the engraved silver 
tray from the group to President 
and Mrs. Seay in "appreciation of 
all you, Dr. Seay, have done for us 
and for having the best possible 
president's wife." Dr. Ernest Dal
ton, toastmaster, in presenting the 
testimonial volume, which contain
ed letters of · congratulation and 
commendation from officials in ed
ucation, church, and government, 
to Dr. Seay said that this was the 
beginning of a great future for 
Centenary. 

·Official files of the college show 
that under the Seay administration 
five buildings were erected: Lotte, 
Van Winkle, and Brotherton dor
mitories; the John M. ·Reeves Stu
dent Union Building and the Wil
liam H. and Mary D. Taylor Mem
orial Library. Three buildings 
were bought and renovated: Ham
mond and Spence Halls are used 
as dormitories. The building at 
514-516 Moore Street is a faculty 
residence. 

Interiors rebuilt, remodeled, and 
redecorated are as follows: Little 
Theatre, infirmary, president's 
home, college swimming pool (plus 
filtering system installed), twenty
two bathrooms· .. of North and South 
llalls. 

PRESIDENT AND MRS. SEAY RECEIVE GIFTS: Toastmaster Dr. Ernest R. Dalton is 
presenting the volume of testimonial letters to Dr. Edward W. Seay while Mrs. Seay is receiv
ing the footed silver tray from Dr. R. Elwood Backenstoss, committee chairman. 

After Dr. and Mrs. Seay had ex
pressed gratitude and appreciation 
for the gifts and for the thought· 
fulness of the occasion, Dr. Seay 
said thatit has been ten wonderful 
years because I have been connect
ed with such wonderful people. 
"What we have accomplished here 

Remodeled and redecorated -in
teriors are the faculty residence at 
525-527 Grand Avenue, the chapel, 
all administrative offices with the 
exception of the business office. 

The steward's home and DuBois 
Hall were moved, rebuilt, remodel
ed, redeco:rat·ed and painted. 

New furniture was bought for 
the infirmary and DuBois Hall. 

Steinway pianos have been in
stalled ·throughout the music de-
partment and college, ·concert In the fall rel?ort to the Board 
grand pianos purchased for col- of Trustees, President Seay reveals 
lege parlors and chapel, and a baby his next ten-year pl~n for Ce~
grand for Radio Station WNTI. tenary. At the meetmg, held 1n 
Three-manual Moller pipe organ Newark October 21, the president 
has been installed in the chapel. says that we are far from finished. 

Other major improvements made He submits the things which he 
in the Seay administration are hopes to see accomplished during 
kitchen rebuilt-cafeteria install- the next ten years: 
ed; college parlors, corridors, re- The architect is working on 
decorated and · rec~rpeted; fire plans for a new swimming pool. 

(Continued On Page 10, Col. 1) We hope that the pool can be built 

, Executive Committee 
Board Of Trustees Pass 

next to the John M. Reeves Student 
Union Building with a. connecting 
breezeway. 

We would like to see a new Fine 
Arts building erected. 

Build a new dormitory and con
vert the present outside houses, 
Hammond and Spence Halls, into 
faculty residences. 

Further increase the salaries · of 
our faculty and staff members. 

Increase the College Endowment 
to at least $2,500,000. 

Install a new boiler in our heat
ing plant. 

New roofs for North Hall and 
the Administration Building. Tile 

(Continued On Page 2, Col. 1) 

Resolutions On Leadership has been the result of the pulling 
together of so many fine people. 

--- The college is as much yours as 
Upon motion duly made and se- it is mine. I am only the captain 

conded at the June 7 meeting, the of the team. Nobody has had a. 
Executive Committee of the Board better board of tru~;ees, faculty, 
of Trustees voted to adopt the fol- staff, student body. He 11oped 
lowing resolution: that vye may have many mo~e 

" splendid years together. "This 
W~ereas, Dr. Edwar~ W.· S~ay occasion will always remain one of 

~as given gr~a~ leadership, ~nsprra- the highlights of my entire career." 
bon,. and Wllh_ngn~ss to give un- He also said, "Of all the letters in 
sparmgly of his . time and energy the volume, I will treasure most 
to any undertakul:g for the good the first one read by Dr. Dalton." 
of the college durmg the past t~n This was the letter expressing the 
years. faculty-staff sentiments on his 

"And Whereas the tremendous presidency. 
gro~h of the c.ollege is directly Eugene Youngken, director of 
attnbutable to his great efforts: the Centenary Little Theatre· gave 

"THEREFORE BE IT RE- the main address "What Dr.' Seay 
SOLVED, that the Board of Trus- Has Done in the Last Ten Years, 
tees of the college extend to Dr. from September 1, 1958." His re
Seay their deep appreciation for marks, based upon a typographical 

(Continued On Page 3, Col. 5) (Continued On Page 9, Col. 1) 

FACULTY AND STAFF ENJOY SURPRISE TESTIMONIAL DINNER FOR PRESIDENT AT OLD MILL INN. Other banquet pictures are on page 9. 
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You Have Helped! 
-Thank You 

The Spilled Ink staff wishes 
to extend their sincere thanks 
to the following people who 
contributed to our special is;. 
sue commemorating President 
Seay' s ten years at Centenary. 
Without their help, this edi
tion would not have been 
possible. 

Thank you again Dr. Dal
ton, Mrs. Nunn, Mrs. Thomas, 
the Admissions Office, Mr. 
Kelly, publisher of the "Hack," 
Mr. Painter, editor of "The 
Hackettstown Gazette," and 
Mr. Niper, the official school 
photographer. 

'Far From Finished' 

(Continued From Page 1 ) 

and redecorate all of the rooms of 
North Hall. 

Dr. Seay concludes: "So you can 
readily see the ambitions which I 
have for the institution for the 
next ten years even surpass those 
which I had for it ten years ago. 
I do not think, however, that these 
are impossibilities, but instead I 
have faith that we can accomplish 
them. The accomplishment of 
them is quite imperative if Cen
tenary is to remain the top two
year college for women in Amer
ica. At present it· enjoys that re
putation. We cannot afford to 
stand still, for to stand still will 
be to move back." 

I should like to take this means 
of extending my congrattilations 
and b~st wishes on your tenth an
niversary with Centenary. I ~am cer
tain that your decade of service has 
yielded you many satisfactions, not 
the least of which is the evidence 
of the affection and esteem of the 
faculty and student body. 

I wish you many, many more 
years of effective service to educa
tion. 

Sincerely, 
ROBERT B. MEYNER 

Governor 

Dean Hight A/firms 
Wisdom 0/ Selection 
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Tenure Has Been 
Red Letter One 

Your Centenary girls are so hap-

November 20, 1958 

Dean Of Residence 
Offers Felicitations 

It is. with great pleasure that I 
congratulate you on this, the tenth 

PY to have you as· their president. anniversary of your coming to Cen· 
It is impossible to picture our tenary. These year§ have, I am 
school without you. The ten years It gives; me great joy to add my sure, meant a great deal to the col
that you have been here have been greetings upon this happy occasion, lege, the faculty, the staff, and the 
red letter ones for our college. marking ~he tenth anniversary of student body in terms of fine 

A very happy anniversary from your presidency o.f Centenary Col- achievement and good will. 
your Centenary family. lege for Wo~e?-. . . Please accept my congratulations 

Sincerely, The magmficent stndes which as well as, my best wishes for this 
MARGARET BETTS, the co~lege i~ !llaking re!l~ct Y?ll.r year and many years to come. 

splendid quahtws of admmistratwn . 
President which have indeed played a vital Most smcerely, 

Student- Government Association role in giving the school the posi- MARY D. BIGELOW 
tion of pre-eminence which it now Dean of Residence 

umn1 Spurred By 
Faithful Interest 

enjoys. ~ 
It is my earnest hope that Cen

tenary College for Women may go 
on from strength to strength and 
that the future will confirm all the 
promise to which its present 

Right Man For The 
Right Job Found 

As president of the Centenary achivements point. 
Alumni Association and on behalf 1 am proud and delighted to send May I add my greetings for the 
of all the Alumni, I want to express these words of congratulation to ten years of woiJ:"k well done. A dec-
our very warmest and heartfelt you at this time. ade i:s just about the right span of 

As a member o.f the Committee congratulations to you on your E s· 
1 

life for a proper evaluation both 
in 1948 to select a president for tenth anniversary as p~esident of ver mcere Y yours, by yourself and by others, 
Centenary, "I can say· with justifica- our college·. Without your faithful F~ERICK BUCKLE'Y _NEWELL As one reads the record of this 
tion and pride that we made a very and extremely sincere interest and Bishop of The Methodist Church span of time and realizes the tre-
wise choice. In my decade with you unending p•atience, we could never The New York Area. mendous steps that have been tak-
I have· found you to be understand- have the courage to forge ahead in en, one must admit that here at 
ing, sincerely interested in every what at times seems to be hopeless- Parents' Coni!ratulations Centenary we have found the right 
area of the life of the college, will- ness. ...... man for the right job." It should 
ing at all times to consider the give you great personal satisfac-
problems presented to you. This You stand firmly beside us in all We wish to add our word of com- 1;ion to watch your college grow 

our trials; and errors and all our f f generous spirit of cooperation has mendation o your successes or and develop into the magnificent 
made me proud to be associated continuing growing pains. Because ten years as president of Centenary structure that it is today. 
with you. It has been a rewarding of this tremendous guidance and College for Women. Speaking personally from the re
experience, and I consider myself patience we will, 1 hope, soon be · You have made a glorious record ligiou:s; view I am sure that our 

able to give you the wholesome, h d d · d t ' fortunate to have the privilege of t ere, an wor s are ma equa e college is the envy of many for hav-
working for you, and with you, in productive Alumni Association of to express how very, v~ry proud ing kept to our religious traditions 

your dreams. f helping to carry out your plans for Thank you for everything and we are o you. as devoutly as times and conditions 
Centenary. We wish for you many more hap- have permitted us. Also, where 

Thanking you for my happy years congratulations to one wonderful py years of successful operation of will we find such a beautiful place 

Appreciatively yours, Sincerely yours, to you. our own Whitney Chapel, which 
with you and Mrs. Seay, I am guy. the college, lhich means so much of worship on a college campus. a .. s 

MARGARET E. HIGHT GINNY HOOK With love, not only lends. itself to corporate 
Dean of the College President, Alumni Association MOTHER AND DAD worship' on the part of the whole 

student body, but also aids that 
student in her personal search af
ter values. 

LATEST FAMILY PORTRAIT: President Seay, Mrs. Seay, and Bobby 
family portrait taken especially for this issue commemorating Dr. 
Centenary. 

AS PRESIDENT OF WOOD COLLEGE: Pictured as the nr<P•cu1!<P>n1t o.f Wood College in 1941 are 
President Seay, Mrs. Seay, and his parentSJ, the Reverend Harvey W. Seay. 

As one looks back, it is hard to 
imagine what could possibly ·co :me 
about in these next ten years. How
ever, knowing that you are a man 
of action with dreams. and visions, 
undoubtedly actions have already 
commenced to further enhance 
Centenary in carrying out its pro
per functions of educating young 
women. 

My congratulations to you, and 
may God grant you the strength 
and "prophetic utterance" that will 
bring into the world of reality your 
dreams and visions during the next 
decade. 

Faithfully, 
WILLAM M. ORR 

Dean of the Chapel 

Decade Of Service 
Inspires College 

At a time when many are con
gratulating you upon the occasion 
of your completing ten years of 
devoted service to Centenary, I 
feel that it is we whom you have 
served who should be congratulat
ed for having had you with us for 
a decade. For that reason, if you 
will pardon me, I am reversing the 
usual practice and extending our 
felicitations to ourselves. 

We count ourselves fortunate to 
have had as a leader a man who 
has zealously guarded the interests 
of the college and all who labor 
for its. ,welfare. We are proud of 
the fact that we have been encour
aged to feel that we have had a 
share in bringing to· fruition the 
ambitious plans of one who has the 
vision to dream great dreams, and 
the courage and the energy and the 

·skill to make them come true. And, 
above all, we cherish the hope that 
Centenary will have you to direct 
its course for many decades to 
come. 

Sincerely yours, 
H. GRAHAM DuBOIS 

(Former Chairman of the Div1d 
sion of Humanities) 
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The occasion of the tenth anni
versary of your acceptanc-e of the 
presidency of Centenary College 
for Women prompts me to remind 
you about the significant leader
ship which you have been furnish
ing the college. The report comes 
to me that Centenary College now 
finds it increasingly difficult to 
select the incoming class from the 
many hundred students seeking 
admission. This development has 
:resulted from the quality and the 
prestige which the college has ac· 
quired during your tenure. 

I need not relate to you the list 
of .distinguished programs which 
you have introduced since your ar· 
rival some ten years ago. I do wish, 
however, to take this occasion to 
express my own personal apprecia
tion for your contribution to high· 
er education in New Jersey, includ
ing the positive leadership among 
the several colleges and universi
ties. 

My best wishes to you and yours 
as you continue . building and en
riching the program of Centenary 
College for Women. 

SPILLED INK Page Three 

Very sincerely yours, 
FREDERICK M. RAUBINGER 

N.J. Commissioner of Education VAN WINKLE HALL: Van Winkle Hall changes the campus look in 1951. 

STUDENT UNION: /The John M. Reeves Studient Union Building was completed in 1954 and dedicated in 1955. 

My congratulations to you on 
the fine record you have made as 
president of Centenary. You 
should feel justly proud of that 
which you have accomplished in 
the past decade, especially when 
you realize the affection that the 
faculty, student body, and your 
many friends have for you. 

The civic work that you have 
done is outstanding. You are the 
type of citizen we like to have, in 
our community. 

With all your other activities, 
the valuable service you render to 
Trinity Methodist Church is most 
commendable. 

It is very gratifying to know that 
our friendship strengthens through
out the years. I rejoic-e with you 
on this your tenth anniversary, 
and wish you every success in the 
future. 

Sincerely yours, 
C. HENRY BLESSING 

Mayor, Hackettstown 

Pass Resolutions 
(Continued from Page 1) 

the great leadership he bas given 
and is giving to the college, and 
that this resolution be recorded 
upon tlie minutes of this meeting." 

The Board of Trustees at their 
meeting Tuesday, October 21, pass
ed the following resolution: 

"Upon motion duly made and 
seconded, the Board of. Trustees 
voted to express their apprecia
tion to Dr. Seay for his fine lead
ership and for the great work he 
is doing as president of the col
lege. Also, to pledge to him their 
complete cooperation in the ac
complishment of the next ·ten-year 
program as outlined by him in his 
report." 



pa.~e. Four 

NEW COMMUNICATION: Radio station WNTI tower .and 
building was completed and licensed in 1958. 
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latest senior donnitory, 
Brotherton ·Hall now 

and the site 
Br1otherton, wife of 

and the 

November 20., 1958 

NEW LIBRARY: The William 
D. 

a 
magnificent new library; a unique 
student union building; Steinways 
in every practice room; this, plus a 
long list of forward-going changes. 
is the record. And a very impres
sive record it i~. 

To the Fine Arts Division, these 
ten years under your 
leadership· have meant amazing 
growth and challenging opportuni
ties. We rejoice that we have had 
the privilege working with you 
through years to make Cen-

of the great colleges; of 
America. 

W. NORMAN GRAYSON 
Chairman, Division of Fine Arts 
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FACULTY RESIDENCE: 514-516 Moore Street was the site purchased and remodeled for 
faculty use in 1958. 

DENMAN GYMNASIUM: From the front door of. the gym can. be 
seen the remodeled interior done during the summer of 1948. The 
gym is used no.t only for sports but also for other attractions such 
as Parents' Day when the dubs decorate booths for the Penny 
Carnival. 

I take this opportunity of join
ing your many friends in adding to 
a collection of letters which will 
be a joy to you now and a comfort 
to you in your later years. 

You came to Centenary when it 
was in good condition financially 
and was coming into prominence. 
All of this points out the fact that 
you in the beginning dreamed 
dreams for the school that none of 
us thought possible of realization. 
You not only dreamed of them but 
you had the skill of bringing them 
to fruition and you are continuing 
that to a successful degree. To the 
best of my knowledge you have 
accomplished these achievements 
with your own faith and skill in 
dealing with people. 

It is a joy to me to send you this 
word of greeting on your tenth 
anniversary: · 

Cordially yours, 

J. EDGAR WASHABAUGH 

President 
Board of Trustees 

LITTLE THEATRE: The Centenary Little Theatre as it looks today from the stage. 

OUTSIDE DORMITORY: Hammond Hall 
quired and remodeled for use in 1956. 

Page Five 

Companion Pictures 

To Renovations 

On Page 8 

REMODELED INFIRMARY: At the end of the hall is the en-
trance to the newly remodeled and redecorated infirmary. Behind 
the doors to left and right are the recently refurnished rooms. 
The infirmary is completely modernized in equipment and also 
has a direct communication system to each room. 

SOUTH HALL: Still shown is. the unique and basic structure 
of South Hall. one of the freshman dormitories~ but the re-dec· 
orating is brand new. 
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BREAKING GROUND: Mr. Fred R. Odell, Dean 
Margaret E. Hight, Mr. Carl W. Tideman, and 
President Seay are shown at the breaking of the 
ground for the new, semor dormitory, Brotherton. 

President at his desk. 

SPILLED INK 

President in coon
skin cap at picnic. 

as 
Phi Iota 

President appears as actor in faculty show. 

President and Mr. Robert 
dedicatees of the library. 

November 20, 1958 

President at picnic serving hot dog. 

AS AN 
with his 

his talents 
president bedecked 

apron serves girls at another picnic 



November 20, 1958. 

PresideDJt awarding nursery school diplomas. 

INAUGURATION DAY: October 30. 1948, was a memorable 

day as Dr. Elmer E. Pierce, vice-president of Board of Trustees 
swears Dr. Edward W. Seay into office. Also sharing the privi· 

leges are Mrs. Chase Lotte, president of the board of Trustees, 
and Mr. Charles A. Van Winkle, secretary of Board of Trustees. 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt and President Seay in February 9, 1950. 
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Family 

During tl;le p~t ten years Cen
tenary has added two new dormi
tories, the lovely library, and a 
beautiful student union. building. 
The college may well be proud of 
its good reputation for a dedicated 
faculty, fine student body, helpful 
administration and staff. But no 
organization just happens. As a 
ship needs -its captain, so the Cen
tenary family must have its lead
er. For the past decade we .have 
had a man of fine vision who is 
always improving and helping his 
family. We have grown from a 
small Junior College to one of the 
leading two-year colleges for wo
men. On this, his tenth anniver
sary, we salute our captain. It is 
with thanks, congratulations, and 
our faith in the future of Centen
ary that we honor our own Presi
dent-Dr .. Edward W. Seay. 

Sincerely yours, 
MARTHA DUNBAR 

Chairman, Division of Natural 
Sciences 

Representation 
Prestige 

Centenary has been extremely 
fortunate to have had you as its 
president for the past ten years. 
The college has grown in so many 
ways, for you possess judgment, 
understanding, and an abiding faith 
in the flowing future of Centenary. 
You have made the college one of 
the finest of its kind in the United 
States, and we· are all extremely 
proud ·to have been a part of its 
past: and to be a small p·art of its 
future. 

Your activities have not been 
confined to Centenary, for you 
have represented the two-year col
lege in many capacities, all of 
which have added to the prestige 
of Centenary in the field of higher 
education. 

We, in the Admissions Office, 
extend our sincere congratulations 
to you on your tenth anniversary 
as president. All of us look to the 
future of Centenary with confi
dence and pride. 

Sincerely, 

FRED B. ODELL 
Director of Admissions 

Pag~ Se,ven 

PROUD AS PUNCH: President and Mrs. Seay with their new 
arrival, ·Bobby. 

NEW SENIOR DORMITORY: November 5-6, 1949, Fred J. 
BrotllertOJil, president of Fred J. Brotherton Co., contractors, Dr. 
Edward Seay, Charles E. Lotte, president of Board of Trustees, 
and Dr. Hurst R. Anderson, Dr. Seay's predecessor and now pres
ident of American University, are shown at the dedication of 
Lotte Hall. Also celebrated at this time were the dedication of 
Denman Gymnasium and re-dedication of the college in its 
seventy-fifth anniversary. 

FROM OLD TO NEW: Bobbie Seay, son of President and Mrs. Seay, is 
shown helping Nancy and Beverly Bechert '55 and Doris Gibson '55 as 
they transferred books from the old library to the new library. 
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It was with much pleasure 
that I learned of the recognition 
being given you upon the tenth 
anniversary of becoming Presi-
dent of the c o 11 e g e. I was 
pleased because I think that you 
are fortunate in having on your 
staff those who recognize the con~ 
tribution you have made to educa
tion and to Centenary over the 
years, and want to do something 
about it. Such loyalty makes one's 
job easier and life more pleasant. 

Please accept my sincere congra
tulations upon having arrived at 
this important milestone in your 
life as an ·educator, and I wish for 
you many more years of loving ser
vice to_ Centenary and the young 
people who may attend there. 

Very sincerely yours 
G. 0. KILDOW, 

President 
American Association of Junior 

Colleg-es 

Past _Reality Brings 
Dreams Future 

I would like to offer my congrat
ulations to our president, Dr. Ed
ward W. Seay, for recognition of 
all he has done in these first ten 
years to make CentenarY- College 
for Women the outstanding educa
tional institution it is today. 
Through his efforts the enroll
ment has practically doubled. We 
have more members- on the facul
ty~ and such additions as Reeves, 
t h e library, Brotherton H a 11, 
Spence Hall are only a few remind
ers of his hopes and dreams ifor 
Centenary. He . .seems to have a ma
gic touch for making things come 
true, and we all recognize the gen
uine personal interest that he has 
taken in the college as a whole. He 
believes in the right, the decent, 
and the and we are proud 
to have such an intelligent, sincere 
gentleman as our leader. May the 
next ten years find success and 
happiness following you hand in 
hand. 

Most Sincerely, 
BETTE M. RHOADS 

Director of Physical Education 

In 
peril 

this brief letter I would like 
respects to those who · 

on the occasion of 

aware of the need trained 
men and ·women-who 

our nation in the 
ahead. Schools1 and 

colleges all kinds are, under 
their skilled and devoted adminis-
trators, to America's 
welfare by ediUC::Ltiitg 
an of young 

our COUll• 

Sincerely yours, 
L. G. DERTIITCK 

U. S. Commissioner of Education 

POST OFFICE: Centenary girls await mail at the newly en
larged post office. 

OVER A CUP OF COFFEE: Pictured is the renovated grill, a 
popular gathering spot. 

Cafeteria facilities were started in 1956. 

WIDTNEY CHAPEL: The Whitney Chapel is shown in its newly 
decorated state. 

Inaugural Address 
Promises led 

Those of us who were privileged 
to hear you give your inaugural ad
dress on October 30, 1948, recal~' 

November 20, 1958 

you began it by saying: "I come 1t is hard to realize that ten 
to this hour with a deep sense of years have elapsed since I first 
humility and with ~ sincere p1ed~e had the pleasure of greeting you 
to do my best to drrect the affarrs . . 
of Centenary Junior College ac- on y,our arnval m Hackettstown 
cording to the rules, and regula- to take over the administration of 
tions of the Board of Trustees: and Centenary. Yet when I review the 
in conformity with the great tradi- improvements that have been made 
tions of t?is historic insti:ution." at the college during that span, 

Surely m the decade smce you it seems like a short period Indeed 
made this pledge, you have lived for so many accomplishments. 
up to every word of it. C~ntenary The refurbishing of existing 
has become the ~ut~tandmg two- buildings, the numerous additions 
year coll~g~e that It lS because of of new facilities, the expansion of 
your untrrmg ·ef~orts. Mrs .. Seay enrollment, and the progression of 
and Bob~y have. gr~en you faithful the academic program have been 
support m achievmg your lofty remarkable achievements. Centen
goals on campus. ary has grown considerably in sta-

It has been a distinct privilege ture under your forward-looking 
for me to have the opportunity to leadership. 
work with you and to see the col- Let me add my congratulations 
le~e -grow under the strong leader- on the occasion of this anniversary 
ship that you have rendered. Let and assure you that the community 
me express the hope that the p~st of Hackettstown shares your justi
d~cade has been o~y the. beg:n- fiable pride in Centenary College 
nmg and that you Will remam With for Women as an outstanding edu-
us for many years to come. cational institution. 

Sincerely yours, 
ERNEST R. DALTON 

Director, Office of Public Re
lations 

Chairman, Division of Social 
Science 

Library 
Center 

Stands As 
of Learning 

Sincerely yours, 
H. ALAN PAINTER 
Editor and Publisher 
Hackettstown Gazette 

Achievements Speak 
College Devotion 

As you embark on your eleventh 
___ year as president of Centenary, I 

On behalf of the Taylor Memor- would like t~ congratulate you . on 
ial Library Staff, I wish to extend your compl~tlon of t~n o:uts~a~dmg 
to you my heartiest congratulations years at this gr~a~ mshtuhhon. I 
upon your successful completion of have had. the pnv!lege and pleas
ten years as president of Centen- ure of bemg a member of the Cen
ary College for Women. tenary family for nearly seven of 

You have always been what we those ten years, so feel quali!ied to 
librarians term a "library-minded" say they. have been outstandmg. As 
president, one who has believed in you review the p~st decade r:n 
the worth of the lib~ary as the cen~ sur~ you mu~t denve much satls
ter and heart of the academic pro- factwn, and nghtfully so, from the 
gram of the college. you have efforts -you h~ve put forth. Your 
made possible the present spacious, many accomplishments alone speak 
functional Taylor Memorial Libra- for Y0W: devotedness- to Centenary. 
ry .building with its modern up-to- . Working for a pl~asant, coop~ra
date equipment and facilities. As a tlve and understanding person hke 
result of your interest zeal and yourself tends to make one's work 
forward-looking aims, Cente~ary's easier and create~ the des;ire to 
library compares very favorably always try for nnprovement. I 
with other two-year college libra- think it is, only fair to say, and I'm 
ries. sure you will agree with me, that 

Centenary is indeed fortunate in Mrs. Seay has contributed much to 
having a president who has made your. success;_ and I for .one h~ve 
possible five new buildings in sev- certain!~ enJoyed working With 
en years, who has increased the her. ! sm~erel~ hope ?ur pl~asa~t 
student enrollment 100 percent, r~latwnship will contmue mdefi
and who has still kept Centenary's mtely. 
philosophy of indivdualized educa- The Kitchen and Dining Room 
tion for all its students. May you Staff join me in· wishing you many 
have many, many more years as more successful years at Centen-
Centenary's president. ary. 

Very sincerely yours, 
RUTH K SCARBOROUGH 

Librarian 

Sincerely yours, 
CHARLES SHAW 
Steward 

LOTTE HALL: Lotte Hall was dedicated on November 5, 1949. 
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The committee· in · charg.e of the testimonial dinner are left io 
right: Mrs. Shirley M. Thomas, Dr. R. Elwood Backenstoss, chair
man, Mrs. Mabel W. Kelley, and Mrs. Ellen B. Dalton. 

SPILLED INK 

lit dining hall as everybody sang 
"Happy Anniversary". and "For 
He's a Jolly Good Fellow." The 
Rev. William Orr gave the invo
cation. The festivities closed with 
individual congratulations and best 
wishes for the future. · 

Born in Nashville, Tennessee, 
President Seay attended /elemen
tary and secondary schools in his 
native state. He holds the degrees 
of Bachelor of Science and Master 
of Arts from Peabody College and 
has taken graduate study at Scar
ritt College for Christian Workers. 
The honorary degree of Doctor of 
Pedagogy was conferred upon him 
by West Virginia Wesleyan Col-

. lege and that of Doctor of Laws 
by Tennessee Wesleyan College. 
He has been. Associate Headmaster 
of the Morgan School for Boys, 
Dean of Pfeiffer College in North 
Carolina, and President of Wood 
Junior . College in· Mississippi. 
Prior to assuming his present post, 
he was Director of Admissions and 
Associate Professor of Economics 
at Knox: College. 
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He has been active in many 
state, regional, and national profes
sional organizations. His leader
ship was further recognized this 
past winter when he was elected 
vice-president of the National As
sociation of Schools and Colleges 
of the Methodist Church. He is 
also the vice-president of the Board 
of Education of the Newark An
nual Conference, a member of the 
University Senate, a member of 
the Executive Committee of the 
New Jersey Junior College Asso
ciation, The American Economic 
Association, Pi Gamma Mu, Phi 
Delta Kappa, Phi Theta Kappa, the 
New York Southern Society, the 
Hackettstown Chamber of Com
merce, the Rotary Club, the Mus
conetcong Country Club, and is the 
Lay Leader and official delegate 
to the Newark Annual Conference 
from the Trinity Methodist Church 
in Hackettstown. He serves as a 
trustee member of the Santiago 
College (Chile) and was a former 
trustee of the Alumnae Advisory 
Center (New York). 

HUMOROUS GIFTS EVOKE LAUGHTER. Dr. Seay holds his 
new wig as Mrs. Seay watches over her stuffed bird, while Dr. 
Dalton looks on. 

• 
I 

Mrs. Shirley Thomas gave Dr. Mrs. Mabel Kelley, in present
Seay his comic present by reading ing the humorous gift to Mrs. Seay, 
"Ode to the President's Need for read Miss Louise Jewett's "Bird
New Curls" by Miss Louise Jewett. 

cage with Stuffed Bird." 
Mr. Eugene W. Youngken, principal speaker (center), humorized 
the president's achievements. Dr. Ernest R. Dalton, toastmaster 
(left), reviewed the volume of testimonial letters before present· 
mg it t& Dr. Seay. Mrs. Shirley M. Thomas, standing. next to Dr. 
Dalton, read the poem which accompanied the comic gift-a wig. 
Mrs. Mabel W. Kelley, standing right of Mr. Youngken, also read 
a poem in giving Mrs. Seay her comic gift-a birdcage with stuffed 
bird. At far right is Dr. R. Elwood Backenstoss, chairman, who 
presented the silver tray to the .Seays and expressed the senti
ments of the faculty. Formerly he was a member of 

the Commission on Higher Educa
tion of the Middle States Associa
tion of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools, a commission,er of the N a
tiona! Accrediting Agency, a pres-

He's Phi Delta Kap·pa, Rotarian 
too, 

Doctor of Laws with his name 
in Who's Who; 

A Trustee for Chile, Vice-presi
dent here 

For the Methodist church's col
leges dear. 

In organizations of local renown 
He's one of the bo~s, without 

rank or gown. 

Present Silver Tray 

(Continued From Page 1) 
"error" in the executive files, per
functorily summed up the prexy's 
minor accomplishments as four 
academic degrees, membership in 
eighteen organizations, listings in 
seven national Who's Who publica
tions, four buildings built from the 
ground up, four buildings picked 
up and put somewhere else, 
f o u r t e e n buildings remodeled, 
redecorated, and equipped plus 
twenty-two bathrooms and innu
merable cesspools. To do all this 
from September 1, 1958, is not only 
"amazing but unearthly." Then he 
eulogized on the really important 
achievements in the past decade
the trivia in the president's every
day life-excerpts from which are 
1948-49: He changed from a hom
berg to a felt hat, started smoking 
Chesterfield cigarettes instead· of 
a pipe, was driving a black Pon
tiac, repaired his furnace; 1950-51: 
He discovered Ipana toothpaste 

and adopted it, became interested 
in old tombstones, fixed his roof 
all winter, and bought a new fur
nace. 

Following Mr. Youngken's talk, 
comic gifts with accompanying 
poems were given to the Seays. 
Mrs. Mabel Kelley put into Mrs. 
Seay's hands a birdcage with stuff
ed bird, and Mrs. Shirley Thomas, 
the pr·esident's secretary, bedecked 
the president with a wig. 

ident of the National Association 
of Methodist Junior Colleges. 

He is listed in· Who's Who in 
America, Who's Who in Method
ism, Who's Who in the East, Pres
idents of American GoHeges, 
World Biography, and American 
Men of Science, Social Science. 

Dr. Elwood Backenstoss, chair-
man, the Mesdames ~lien Dalton, Able Keen Foresight 
Mabel Kelley, and Shirley Thomas ' 

He golfs at the Club when not 
busy with plumbing 

Or roofing or plastering or just 
keeping things humming. 

Both the Chamber of Commerce 
and NEA claim 

The time of our Prexy and add 
to his fame; 

He's father to Bobby and 500 
girls 

What he's lost through good 
deeds, we'll r·eplace with these 
curls. 

formed the c.ommittee that plan- Brings Improvements 
ned the affarr. Dr. Backenstoss _ provements come only from kee~ 
gave special thanks to Toastmaster foresight, hard work, untiring ef-" 
Dalton, Dean Margaret Hight, Mr. It gives me great pleasure to ex- fort, and dedication on the part of 
Paul Gardner (finance), Mrs. Mar- tend to you my congratulations on _the president of the college. 
garet Nunn <notices), and Miss this your tenth year at Centenary. I hope you will have a long as
Louise Jewett (writing) for their These year:s have seen many im- sociation here at Centenary. My 
help. prov-ements here, not only phy~ic- kindest regards to you, Mrs. Seay, 

Brought to the banquet by the ally and academically but also in and Bobby. 
Backenstosses and Daltons on the the building up of a democratic 
pretext of a dinner thanking Dr. spirit within the college. All this 
Seay for renovating the college has been due to your guidance. 

Very sincerely, 

ALEXANDRIA- SPENCE 
homes in which they live, the Looking back on my many years Division of Practical and Applied 
Seays were ushered into the candle- at Centenary, I know that such im- Arts 

Faculty-Staff members, who are seated at the far end of the speaker's table are shown here. 

"Don't bite the hand that's feed-
ing you" 

We've often heard it said 
And yet a saucy little bird 
Of whom the faculty have heard 
Essayed to do just that. 

That little bird is rightly dead, 
And we are giving in its stead 
One that will not scream or 

scratch 
One that never eggs will hatch 
One that will not use its beak 
One, in fact, that's very meek. 

We trust that in his gilded cage 
This silent bird so soft and sage 
Will so delight his mistress' eye 
That even Gogo cannot vie 
With him for favors, by and by. 
And so, dear Helen, we to you 
Present a pet you cannot rue. 
You'll never have to clean his 

cage 
Or cram .... his maw his rage to 

'suage 
Or wonder where the band aids 

are 

When Bobby leaves the door 
ajar, 
This birdie will not fly away, 
He's yours forever and a day, 
We'll close by trusting he may 

be 
Favored by your T. L. C. 
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Personage 
Terre Haute, Indianna, recently It's pretty hard when you're the 

made "Life" magazine. This was son of the president of an "all 
of particular interest to one of girls" college and you don't like Helen Welch taught chemistry 
the members of our Centenary girls. 'That'~ Bobby Seay's problem. at Wood Junior College in Mathes.. 
family, Helen Seay, or Mrs. Ed- "Oh, the gt~ls ar~ ~.K., but th~y ton, Mississippi. She also fell in 
ward W. Seay our president's wife. al~ays say hello ~ust when 1 m love with the president of the col
"That drawl I have is strictly _Hoo- ~rymg to make an rmportant play ~~ge. In 1941 they were man:ied 
sier and not southern, as so many m ~ootball. Then, I have to s~op by the groom's father in Nashville, 
people think " she explained. and answer them. As for haYing Tennessee and Helen Welch be-

Mrs. Sea; attended Indiana ~ girl f;iend, Bobby states plainly, came Mrs: Edward W. Seay: Dr. 
State Teachers College and major- 1 don t ever want o~e, a~d 1 and Mrs. Seay both continued 
ed in both chemistry and biology D<?N'T want to get m~rned e~~;r. teaching at :Wood for three years · 
since, she said, ·"it was during the W~ves are too expensive, an m after their marriage. Mrs. Seay 
depression, and I thought I'd have gomg to be a football an~ baseball referred to teach~ng there. as "a 
a better chance to get a job that player when 1 grow up. . wonderful experience wh1ch I 
way" However she remained at Bobby, whose real name lS Ro- wouldn't want to repeat." The 

· ' bert Edward Seay, was born three school was located in a very small 

freshman biol-
.._"" ...... v .,, .., ... ,,u, while she took 

her master's 

very 
almost fiDliS.tted 

She then moved to Wood Junior 
College where she met Dr. 
Mrs. Seay quickly stated that 
favorite food is "everything!" but 
then and said 

with rice. Her song 
of the Vienna Woods" 

reason, she 

days after graduation in 195_0. town in the poorest section of 
He's lived all eight years here m Mississippi. "The special delivery 
Hackettstown, "but," he says, "I'd letters" she laughed, "were deliv
like to move to Oklahoma." I didn't ered by an old mule hitched to a 
get the connection un~l h~ ex- flat wagon. 
plained that Oklahoma lS Mlckey "Next we went to Knox 
Mantle's home state. in Galesburg, Illinois, which 

Bobby told me that hot near Chicago" Mrs. told me . 
.ua.uJ. ........ u.>;."'J'" are his favorite "My husband' had he want-

Mrs. Seay added, ed to get into 
he'll eat!" so he took the 
and football are his of Admissions at Knox. 

like That was the m()st carefree time of 

Boibby Seay 

I our lives. I became a 
and my husband was 
member of the faculty. 

"The teacher won't let us do much 
of " he told me. 
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