
One hundred twenty-five years ago this March, the charter 
was granted for the school that became Centenary College. 
As might be expected of one of such venerable age, 
Centenary has gone through its share of changes and crises. 
From the beginning, the school has been progressive in its 
outlook, and the changes have usually put Centenary in the 
vanguard of its times. Even the crises, as they often do, 

have served to strengthen the institution. · 
Centenary today is a thriving coeducational, four-year school. Some 30 

percent of its students are male, a surprisingly high percentage for a school 
that only became coeducational again in 1988 after 40 years as a women's 
school. The highly regarded curriculum, focusing on career studies while 
providing a solid liberal arts foundation, has evolved since 1976, when 
Centenary became a four-year college after 47 years as a junior college. 

At a time when many schools are working to develop a broader range of 
students, Centenary already is firmly multicultural and international (10 
percent of its students come from abroad). 

There are many stories to be told from the 125 years of struggle to provide 
the best possible education. We thought you might ·enjoy reading some of the 
highlights in upcoming issues during this anniversary year. In this issue, the 
focus is on the first 33 years, up to the tum of the century-a time of crisis 
and dedication. In these times of economic hardship, perhaps we all need to 
be reminded that creating something of value has never been easy. 

An Honorable Beginning 
The Newark Conference of the Methodist 
Church in March passed a resolution to erect 
"an academic institution that shall be an 
honor to the church and a blessing to future 
generations." 

Remembering 1 00 Years 
On March 6, a year later, a charter was 
authorized and empowered by the Newark 
Conference of the Methodist Church to 
found an institution. It was named Centenary 
Collegiate Institute of the Newark Conference, 
New Jersey, to commemorate 100 years of 
American Methodism. Soon afterward "New 
Jersey" was dropped from the name, as was. 
a little later, "of the Newark Conference." 

Within a month the first board of trustees 
was appointed with Cornelius Walsh, Esq., 
at its helm. The trustees' first job was to . 
select a site at Morristown or in its vicinity. 

The Right Site 
Many towns competed for the honor of 
becoming Centenary's home, including Madi
son, Morristown, Bernardsville, Flanders, 
Washington, Irvington, Orange, Plainfield 
and Newark. Hackettstown's offer (signed 
by 10 residents) of 10 acres ofland and 
$10,000 in cash was accepted after the 
trustees visited the proffered site. "Ah-who 
that has once seen it can ever forget the 
Musconectong Valley in springtime?" 

The winning bid for construction of the 
original building was $78,000. Later, an
other wing was added for an additional bid 
of $19,350. 

Building Bit by Bit 
Reverend George H. Whitney became presi
dent on August 11, 1869. He woul(l serve 
21 years, but his involvement would last far 
longer, for he returned to help the college 

in its trial by fire. Whitney said of his own 
youth from age 14 to 18 112, "I studied 
much, made many addresses on Temper
ance." He had been president of two semi
naries by the time he joined Centenary. 

The cornerstone of the main building was 
laid on September 9, 1869. Bishop Matthew 
Simpson, "our greatest Methodist Orator," 
according to Whitney, delivered the address. 
The site was described as "desolate. Not a 
tree-not a shrub. The town had not then 
grown as far as the lot." 

Work progressed on the building. Since 
the sum raised for the school was only 
$44,587, the plan was to complete one wing 
of the main building, leaving the other to be 
completed later. But there were serious 
objections: the school was to be coeduca
tional, so it could not open without the 
completion of both wings. 

The first three presidents. of the board of 
trustees--Cornelius Walsh, David Campbell 
and the Honorable George J. Ferry-were 
important in the early efforts to raise money 
for the building. Their work was long and 
slow, with many setbacks. After the four
story walls went up, work was halted for a 
year because of the limited finances. 

A year later, after the roof was added, 
work halted again. In the spring of 1872, the 
ladies of Hackettstown decided to give a 
fund-raising dinner in the unfinished dining 
room. President Whitney wrote: "The dinner 
of the ladies was of course a success; but, 
there being no way to heat the immense ( 40 
x 80 feet) dining room, unplastered, un
sightly,-the room was so cold and dismal 
that 'money raising' was totally abandoned." 

The Fruit of Five Years 
The school opened on September 9, five 
years to the day after the laying of the 
cornerstone. Board and tuition for the aca
demic year of 36 weeks was $275. A 
deduction of 25 percent was given to children 
of ministers; 33 percent for young men 
preparing for the ministry. 

On pleasant Sundays during the five years 
it had taken to build the institute, "very 
many, even muWtudes came many miles 
from all the surrounding country to gaze 
upon the big building." 
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Dressed for success: Guests 
at the Plaza luncheon 
benefiting the fashion 
education program included 
Edward R. Hudson, Stepha
nie Bennett-Smith and lee 
and Marvin Traub. Page 3. 

Wonderful weekend: last 
fall's festive Centenary 
Weekend featured exhibits, 
clowns, games and good 
times galore. lisa Hull '93 
and Debbie Charles '92 
presided over a student 
booth. Page 5. 

1,000 points: Kevin Boswell '93 
broke a Centenary 
basketball record, earning 
praise from Stephanie 
Bennett-Smith. Page 4. 
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__ 9_n_ QPE?q4!g _dayl President Whitney had 
·not yet finished writing his inaugural ad
dress. He rose at 4 a.m. and spent the next 
three hours on it. 

In his remarks, President Whitney as
serted that Centenary Collegiate Institute 
was designed to be a school of sound 
learning, "thorough in discipline, thorough 
in training, thorough in culture." 

The star speaker at the occasion was the 
governor of New Jersey, the Honorable Joel 
Parker, a staunch Presbyterian. The Hack
ettstown Herald observed, "This is alto
gether probably the most distinguished body 
of people ever met in Warren County." 

Centenary Collegiate Institute was essen
tially a preparatory high school, with an 
"Academic Course" that readied students for 
the three "higher classes." The goal was to 
educate students for college, theological 
seminary, business or social life. There were 
at the time only 70 schools of this grade in 
the country, and only four in New Jersey. 
Centenary was exceptionally progressive in 
including a College for Young Ladies, in 
which they could obtain the degree of 
Mistress of Liberal Arts (M.L.A.), or, if 
they completed the Belles-Lettres course, a 
Mistress of English Literature (M.E.L.). 

For that first term, 108 boarding students 
registered and a number of day students. The 
youngest was 10, the oldest 32. All were 
required to bring "certificates of moral 
character," and all were asked to state their 
"aim in life." Some listed an intended 
vocation, some expressed no objective and 
some sought "to do good." 

The largest department was music. The 
first student organization, started by five 
young men in September of the first year, 
was the Whitney Lyceum, a literary society 
for "mutual improvement and practical utili
zation of the forces acquired in the daily class 
drill." The second male society, formed a 
month later, was the Philomathean, which 
later became the Zeta chapter of Alpha Phi 
fraternity. 

Secrets and Critics 
Twelve young ladies in September organized 
the Diokosophians, which means "those who 
live according to the custom of wisdom." 
Four years later, the young women started a 
second society-the "Evergreen" society, 
but later they became unhappy with the 
name and the pin (a golden crescent with 
bangles) and changed the name to ''Peithoso
phian," which means "seeker of wisdom." 

All societies had secret mottoes, known 
to the public only by their initials. In 1947, 
when Leila Roberta Custard wrote Through 
Golden Years (a history of Centenary from 
1867-1943), some old-time members of the 
clubs suggested it might be time to divulge 
the secret mottoes. However, current mem
bers were so evasive or uncooperative that 
Custard decided against it. 

The societies met every Satu:rday night, 
and each had an elected. "critic" who cast 
judgment on everything-manners, dress, 
deportment and especially English. 

Compulsory chapel services were held 
every day, both morning and night. 

The Smooth Course 
Custard used that phrase to describe these 
two decades on campus. In 1883, an ob
server reported: "Many things improve with 
age. This is true of the school. The passing 
years have beautified the lawn and given 
growth to the trees, so that it seems like a 
very pleasure garden." 

During this period, the faculty was close
knit and devoted to the school. Most re
mained for many years, with the record for 
longevity held by Professor Albert Overton 
Hammond. He was selected to head the 
Department of Classical· Languages in 1878, 
and remained until 1924, serving 46 years. 
A scholar and a gentleman, he was widely 
respected, even revered, by students. 

By 1886, the college was so financially 
stable that the trustees were able to contrib
ute $2,000 toward the building of the new 
Methodist Church in Hackettstown. 
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A Bounty of Scholars 
President Whitney resigned early in the year 
after persevering during the previous five 
years in spite of ill health. He had turned 
down many offers of presidencies of semi
naries or institutions of higher learning. He 
had remained at Centenary, determined "that 
this school should surpass any in attractive
ness, in neatness, cleanliness, taste, beauty, 
religious ideals." 

His successor was Reverend Wilbert P. 
Ferguson, who increased the student body 
to 283 in 1897-98. To make room, the 
president and his family had to move into a 
rented house, and temporary quarters were 
provided in the kitchen extension for seven 
students. Many students came by train from 
surrounding towns. 

Dr. Ferguson made athletics important. 
The word "athletics" replaced "gymnastics" 
in the catalog, and "young ladies" became 
"young women," and "young gentlemen" 
became "young men." The college now had 
a running track, a baseball diamond and 
football grounds, 11 tennis courts, and 
croquet and quoit grounds. "Regular coach
ing began and the fame of CCI in all kinds 
of athletics spread far and wide," Custard 
wrote. 

Farewell, Ladies College 

The decision was made to eliminate the 
Ladies College, to concentrate on the pre
paratory program for men and women and 
the commercial program for men. Those in 
the program could remain, so the last degrees 
for the Ladies College were awarded in 
1898. 

In February, The Hackettstonian, the first 
monthly student magazine, appeared to pro
vide a medium of communication between 
students and alumni. The four literary socie
ties (which is what all the student societies 
really were) supplied the articles. 

Social rules were beginning to relax, and 
there was more liberty to go about in the 
village. 

A Spark in the Basement 

The outlook for Centenary's future seemed 
promising. There were great plans for cele
brating the 25th anniversary of the actual 
opening in 1874, and sound finances made 
possible some improvements on campus. 
An elevator was installed in the ladies' 
dormitory. The parlors were recarpeted and 
refurnished; 10 new pianos made their debut. 
New chemical and physical laboratory equip
ment was purchased, and all the exterior and 
interior woodwork was painted. There were 

plans to raise $25,000 for a new building to 
house a-chaPei and the musk department: . 

Midnight, October 31, changed every
thing. A fire started in the basement of the 
main building, in painters' supplies that a 
few hours earlier had been brought down 
from the Diokosophian and Peithosophian 
society rooms. The cause was probably 
spontaneous combustion, although the true 
cause may never be known. 

The night watchman discovered the fire, 
and summoned four male teachers. They 
quickly roused the 215 sleeping students, 
teachers and employees. One summoned the 
local fire department, which put three sets 
of hoses in operation. A bucket brigade was 
formed, but the volunteers couldn't throw 
the water with sufficient force. 

The woodwork was extremely dry, the 
painters' supplies fed the fire and the strong 
west wind drove the flames through the main 
building. There was confusion on how and 
where to combat the flames. A high-pressure 
boiler that might explode kept firemen from 
entering the basement, and heavy pitchy 
smoke kept them from battling the fire in the 
dining room. However, within a half hour 
the fire appeared to be fully extinguished. 

But five minutes later, a large flame was 
seen in the chapel. The organ was ablaze. 
Fire had crept up the wooden flue that 
covered a chain running from a motor in the 
basement to the organ on the third floor. 
Flames had also worked their way up the 
back stairway and ignited the organ from the 

Athletics
including base
ball-flourished 
on campus in the 
1890s. (Below left) 
A rare picture 
taken during the 
1899 fire that 
destroyed Centen
ary's main build· 
ing. (Below right) 
The heartbreaking 
scene the next day. 

rear, and had snuck up to the library on the 
fifth floor. 

Students aimed the Institute hose at the 
library, while the firemen turned their hoses 
on the chapel. But all was in vain. In an 
incredibly short time, the rooms were ablaze, 
and the wind had driven the consuming fire 
into the dormitory halls. 

Now no human effort could save the 
property, and crackling flames and fiery fury 
were everywhere. The wind veered and bore 
embers nearly a half mile away to Professor 
Hammond's home, which was saved by a 
student rescue party. 

Some boys were able to pack their trunks 
and save many of their possessions. The 
bookkeeper rescued records from the safe, 
and some furniture and pictures. However, 
he lost practically all his own possessions. 

The smoke in the girls' dormitory was far 
denser. The preceptress, Charlotte J. Hoag, 
assembled the girls in an upper hall and then, 
from memory and without mistake, called 
out each room number and the names of the 

girls in it. All 65 being present, she marched 
-them in perfect order to the boys' gymna
sium, with the roar and glare of the fiery 
furnace behind them. Sparks and flames rose 
200 feet into the air, illuminating the girls' 
pale faces, nightclothes and bare feet. A 
mighty shout rose from the crowds, an 
involuntary tribute to the calm self-control 
of the heroic preceptress who had saved the 
girls from panic and death. 

At 2 a.m. the old tower clock struck; then 
as the last stroke died away, with a thunder
ing noise, the clock plunged to the ground, 
along with the tower. It seemed the stroke 
of doom. Nearly everyone was in tears. 

Soon after, all the floors fell, and the 
inside walls with them. By 4 a.m., nothing 
remained but the gaunt outer walls, portions 
of which kept falling throughout the next 
day. 

The devastation was complete except for 
the two gymnasiums, the chemical labora
tory, the bam and the ice house. Students, 
professors and staff had all lost some of their 
belongings; many lost everything, escaping 
with only their nightclothes. 

Though the destruction of property was 
great, not a life was lost. Nor did anyone · 
suffer a serious injury. The people of Hack
ettstown threw open their homes to the 
students and teachers, and extended all 
possible hospitality and help. 

President Ferguson wrote that his first 
thought was St. Paul's verse, "Cast down 
but not destroyed." The school reopened on 
November 20. Many Hackettstown residents 
took students in as lodgers. Classes were 
held in the Presbyterian and Methodist 
churches in town. The Methodist Church, 
in the midst of constructing an addition, 
altered the plans and rushed to complete it 
to aid the college. The 60 students who had 
suffered the greatest losses ( 40 of whom 
were self-supporting) continued at school 
with the aid of a relief fund. In a benefit 
concert, Hackettstown citizens raised $500 
to help out. 

Shall We Build Again? 
In January, President Ferguson resigned. 
He had planned to do so earlier, then 
reconsidered after the great fire. But when 
he and the trustees disagreed on the plans for 
rebuilding, believing, as he put it, "that 
unanimity is essential to the surest success," 
he bowed out as president. 

Dr. Whitney returned, and with George 
Ferry, president of the trustees, set about to 
raise funds and keep the college going. 

In March, Dr. Charles Wesley 
McCormick, acting vice president, was 
named president of the school. A long 
difficult rebuilding lay ahead. 

This series will be continued in future 
Centenarians during this anniversary year. 
This article is largely adapted from Through 
Golden Years, by Leila Roberta Custard 
(Lewis Historical Publishing Company, Inc., 
New York, 1947). All quotes not othenvise 
attributed are from her book. The article 
also draws upon other archival material. 



I mproving education is essential for solving 
America's critical domestic problems, Sena

tor Bill Bradley (D-NJ) emphasized in his 
keynote address at Centenary's December 16 
luncheon at the Plaza Hotel in New York City. 
The event paid tribute to Centenary's unusual 
fashion education program and was also the 
occasion of the college's conferring an honor
ary doctorate on Marvin S. Traub, the retiring 
chairman of Bloomingdale's. 

To an audience of luminaries from the fields 
of fashion, education and politics, Senator 
Bradley spoke on the topic of "An Educated 
Workforce in the Coming Decade." He noted, 
"Access to a college education is one of the 
key elements to a better life for all Americans." 

The senator outlined his proposal for "self
reliant scholarships," a federal loan program 
for anyone up to the age of 50. Participants 
would pay back the loans through payroll 
deductions. "We must recognize the changing 
market for education," Bradley said. "College 
is not just for 18-year-olds." 

Recommending a program of merit rewards 
for teachers, Bradley said the nation must 
devise systems that produce results. Improved 
education will enable us to solve our domestic 
challenges, including providing for the large 
numbers of people without pensions or 
healthcare. "We must think of those adversely 
affected by change," he said. 

"In the last 40 years our leadership position 
in the world has come from our ability to 
protect other nations," the senator observed. 
"Now it has to come from the example of our 
economy." 

In his remarks, Bradley praised Centenary 
College as "one of New Jersey's best educa
tional institutions." It was a thought on the 
mind of another honored guest as well. 

At a special ceremony at the luncheon, Dr. 
StephanieM. Bennett-Smith, Centenary's presi
dent, conferred an honorary doctorate of hu
mane letters on Traub. In accepting the honor, 
the highly respected retailer noted, "I was 
impressed when I heard about Centenary. I was 
anxious to be honored by the college." 

"An interest in education is one of the most 
important things any leader in business and 
industry should have," Traub observed. Retir
ing after 22 years as president and CEO of 
Bloomingdale's, he has received many honors 
and accolades. The Centenary honorary degree 
recognizes not only his pre-eminence in the 
fashion world but his lifelong dedication to 
education. He has provided considerable direct 
aid to students, including scholarships. 

Harris Smith, chairman of the Centenary 
board of trustees, assisted with the ceremony; 
Kristin McKitish, president of Centenary's 
senior class and a fashion major, was also 
present. 

The luncheon was co-sponsored by the 
Advisory Council for Fashion Education, a 
group of distinguished professionals from the 

fashion industry whose mission is to support 
Centenary's program and to increase awareness 
of its accomplished graduates. Edward R. 
Hudson, president of Louis Feraud, Inc., chairs 
the council and was instrumental in the lunch
eon's success. Jerome Chazen, chairman of Liz 
Claiborne, chaired the luncheon. 

Among guests attending were Lucinda Em-

Centenary's fashion luncheon at the 
Plaza drew many notables. (Top) 
Basketball legend Earl Monroe (I) 
and Senator Bill Bradley (center) 
chatted with Centenary students An
drew Green '93, Lori Conrad '92 and 
Dawn lmparato '93. (Above) Vice 
President for Academic Affairs 
Dorothy Prisco greeted former trus
tee Doris Tarrant and trustee Mary 
Mulholland. Marvin Traub (I) and 
Senator Bradley joined Dr. Stepha· 
nie Bennett-Smith. 

bersits '59 (president of the Alumni Associa
tion) and her husband, John, president of 
Facilities Resource Management. Other alumni 
attending the luncheon were Marjorie Puppo 
Morgan '53, Kathleen Kavanaugh '90, James 
Belton '88 (treasurer of the Alumni Associa
tion), Eleanor McShane Flanagen '87 (presi
dent of the Hackettstown chapter), Kim Ed
wards Minerley '85, Eileen Pehle-Smith '85 
and Lane Crowell Thornbury '59. 

Also present was Kate Lenig-Shayner '82, 
who chairs the new Alumni Fashion Group. 
Many of the group's members, all graduates 
of Centenary's fashion division, have interest
ing jobs in the fashion industry. 

Come celebrate 
Centenary's 125th 
This year Centenary observes its 125th 
birthday. Between March 6, 1867, when the 
original charter was signed, and March 6, 
1992, have come 125 eventful, inspiring, 
challenging years of education. To celebrate, 
join us for a year of festive events. 

The Charter Day celebration will begin at 
10:30 a.m. in Whitney Chapel. In the 
ceremony, Centenary will both acknowledge 
the college's ~ginnings and honor those 
who fight for uman rights. Bishop Ki Chun 
Chang, a lead r of the Korean Methodist 
Church, and Jlishop C. Dale White of the 
United MetHodist Church in the New York 
_area, will !eceive honorary doctorates of 
humane letters. Both bishops are known for 
their tireless advocacy for social reforms, 
human rights and justice. Bishop Chang is 
often called the "Human Rights Bishop." 

All alumni are invited to the Charter Day 
observance. A birthday cake in the shape of 
the Seay building and a luncheon will follow 
the ceremony. Please call the Office of 
Alumni Affairs to reserve your place. 

Other highlights during this anniversary year 
include: 

Alumni Day will have special activities to 
honor the 125th. 

Watch for a "come as your favorite literary 
character" cocktail party to benefit the 
library. This will be the first event of the 
Centenary Associates. 

Centenary Weekend will become an even 
more gala time this year, with a parade in 
Hackettstown and a ceremony 1io honor our 
125 top alumni. 

A lecture series is in the works as our gift · 
to the community during our birthday year. 

A gala ball will include surprises. 

We will keep you informed as our plans 
crystalize. Call the Office of Alumni Affairs 
at (908) 852-1400, ext. 336, if you would 
like to help plan any of these events. 

Lots to proclaim 
John M. DiMaio, mayor of Hackettstown, 
issued two recent proclamations concerning the 
college. In conjunction with Centenary Week
end, Mayor DiMaio proclaimed October 19 as 
"Centenary Day in Hackettstown." 

In December, the mayor visited the campus 
for a program sponsored by Students In Free 
Enterprise (SIFE), a business organization. He 
proclaimed December 15-21 "Free Enterprise 
Week in Hackettstown." 

in is soaring, as 
reflected in exciting admissions 
statistics. Applications for the fall 
semester are up considerably
double the number this time last year. 
Inquiries from high school juniors are 
up 88 percent over last year. To date, 
out-of-state applications have in
creased 4 percent overall, with New 
York State's up 6 percent and Penn
sylvania's up 5 percent. 

These statistics reflect tremendous 
cooperation on the part of the entire 
Centenary community. Success in 
recruitment and retention belongs to 
everyone. 

Heidi Melrose of Ringoes had a 
one-person art show in the Ferry Art 
Gallery from November 24 through 
December 20. Part of the senior 
curriculum for a fine arts student, the 
exhibit included some 40 works. The 
show generated considerable atten
tion, and resulted in articles in the 
Easton Express-Times and the Star 
Ledger. Both articles praised Melrose's 
work and highlighted the strengths 
of Centenary's fine arts curriculum. 

On November 29, 1991, Dr. Stepha
nie Bennett, president of Centenary, 
married Orin R. Smith, president and 
CEO of Engelhard Corporation in 
Iselin, New Jersey. The wedding was 
in her hometown of Taos, New Mex
ico. She will use the name Stephanie 
Bennett-Smith professionally. 

Two new trustees have joined Centen
ary's board in recent months. 

11111 Mary A. Mulholland has been the 
director of development at Dover 
General Hospital since 1981 . She has 
served on the board of directors or 
as a volunteer for 28 organizations 
and is the founder of the "Dope 
Open" golf and tennis tournament to 
fight drug abuse. This fall, she was 
honored as Outstanding Volunteer of 
the Year by the New Jersey Chapter 
of the National Society of Fund
Raising Executives. The Morristown 
resident has six children and nine 
grandchildren. 

11111 Marion H. Antonini has been 
chairman, president and CEO of 
Welbilt Corporation since 1990. Pre
viously, he had chaired KD Equities, 
a Wall Street merchant bank, and had 
been group vice president, world
wide operations, for Xerox. 

Antonini is fluent in Italian, Span
ish and Portuguese, as well as his 
native English. He and his wife, 
Penny, have two children and reside 
in Fairfield County, Connecticut. 

Dr. Raymond Frey has been named 
the new chair of the Liberal Arts 
Division. Frey, who teaches history 
and philosophy, joined Centenary in 
1990. He received his Ph.D. in his
tory from Drew University; two M .A.s 
(one from Fordham University and 
one in philosophy from Drew); and a 
B.A. cum laude in philosophy from 
William Paterson. 

His first book, William James 
Durand-An lntellectua/Biography, 
was published late in 1991 by Edwinl 
Mellen Press, New York. He is at 
work on two more books, a history 
of Paterson, New Jersey, and a 
history of the U. S. Congress. He is 
the author of many articles and book 
reviews for journals in his field. 

Frey lives in West Paterson with 
his wife, Andra (Harris) '79, and their 
children: Raymond, 3, and Sarah, 7. 
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By Barbara-] ayne Lewthwaite 

E ducators tend to view themselves as ethical 
people who are contributing to the greater 

good and the future of our nation. They have 
a habit of viewing businesspeople as end
justifies-the-means types who are only inter
ested in making money. 

Businesspeople, for their part, tend to 
view themselves as practical, tough-minded 
contributors to the GNP-the preservers of 
the American lifestyle. Th~y tend to view 
teachers as idealists who don't have real 
jobs. Unfortunately, our society in general 
undervalues jobs that contribute to the GNP 
in an implied, as opposed to a direct, way. 

Most of the businesspeople I know are 
moral people, and most of the teachers I 
know are hard working. The stereotypes 
come about because the two sectors have had 
infrequent exposure to each other. 

Now, however, the nation's education 
crisis has brought the education and business 
sectors into dialogue. While the crisis cer
tainly encompasses all levels of education, 
the major focus today is on the K-12 
segment. If education is not handled success
fully at that level, the possibilities for 
success in higher education are severely 
diminished. 

Recently, businesses have had to spend 
large amounts of money training and retrain
ing workers who, for a variety of reasons, 
did not acquire the necessary skills in school. 
The situation causes many business leaders 
to worry about the nation's ability to compete 
in a global economy. Some feel that our very 
de:mocracyis at stake. 

The result is that business has become 
involved in education on a large scale. 
Increased cooperation and understanding 
between business and education is a positive 
by-product. But will the ideas that business 
has endorsed improve the education process? 
Let us examine three of the most popular 
solutions supported by business. 

First is the concept of choice. Choice 
implies that parents, in determining where 
their children attend school, should have 
more latitude than the current single deter
minant: the family's address. The idea has 
been around for a long time. In the 1950s, 
economist Milton Friedman proposed a 
voucher system that would provide for every 
child a specified amount of money for 
education; it could be spent at any school 
(public or private) the parents chose. 

Supporters of choice hold that the public 
school system is a monopoly and that choice 
will promote competition and therefore im
provement. The concept is fraught with 
controversies, such as whether private and 
parochial schools should be included. While 
some fear that this type of system will render 
the poor inner-city schools totally disen
franchised, others argue that financial incen
tives would encourage schools to enroll poor 
students. 

While choice could be a very interesting 
solution in many ways, I cannot help but 
worry that human nature would cause this 
system to discriminate against the poorest 
children in America-the very ones who 
need the most help and whose lack of access 
to a good education poses a major threat to 
America's economic future. 

Modified versions ofchoice may hold 
some of the answers. For example, the state 
of Minnesota, which leads the nation in 
many educational experiments, has been 
using choice successfully within the public 
school system since 1988. Relatively few 
students are taking advantage of choice, but 
parents seem to be happier knowing they 
have the option. 

The second idea continuing to gain popular
ity is a partnership between a school and a 
business, often referred to as Adopt-a-

Barbara-Jayne lewthwaite, assis
tant professor in the Business Divi
sion, has spent 12 years in business 
and five years in education. She is 
president of the Dover, New Jersey, 
school board. 

School. The business firm provides re
sources that a school budget can't afford, 
ranging from much needed materials and 
supplies to the development of programs to 
support or enhance the curriculum. 

In my opinion, this is one of the most 
successful joint ventures. Administrators, 
teachers and students interact with employ
ees at every level of the company. They help 
each other and learn from each other. 

I have observed one example of this 
first-hand: the Warner-Lambert adoption of 
Dover High School in Dover, New Jersey. 
This award-winning effort began to produce 
positive results very quickly. Grades rose for 
many of the tutored students, and through a 
satellite dish funded by the corporation, the 
study of Russian, Japanese and advanced 
physics became available to small groups of 
students. 

A third idea that business has been flirting 
with is supporting for-profit schools. The 
concept may be all right for a nursery school 
or a graduate business school, and there are 
examples of successful for-"profit schools in 
this country. But would this work on a large 
scale? Could public school systems really 
be replaced with for-profit schools? 

The education of large numbers of individu
als brings with it an incredible number of 
variables. In the profit model, when profits 
drop, businesses lay off employees, spin off 
companies and take other actions not necessar
ily transferable to education. How would a 
for-profit school handle a program's being 
over-budget when more children needed it? 
What would a for-profit do with those 
students no other school wants, those for 
whom the public schools must ultimately 
take responsibility? And how much profit is 
enough profit? Would there be a temptation 
to cut back on things that don't show in order 
to send the bottom line ever upward? 

Business has been much criticized in 
recent years for concentrating too much on 
the short-term profit and too little on more 
important long-term effects. If we haven't 
learned how to do a better job with this in 
business, how can we assume we could do 
it in education? 

While I do truly believe that the majority 
of businesspeople are honest, there is a 
persistent history of unethical behavior in 
business in the name of profit. Think of the 
horrors involved in trying to regulate such a 
system in education. 

In the September 16, 1991, Time maga.:. 
zine, writer Walter Shapiro, describing a 
for-profit school, says, "The school appears 
a success, though the secret seems more a 
dedicated staff flocking to an educational 
experiment than the magic elixir of the profit 
motive." 

In addition to these three solutions, the 
business world has designed and sometimes 
pioneered a wide variety of other programs 
in teacher motivation, dropout prevention, 
parental involvement, job preparation, liter
acy, scholarships, student motivation, tech
nology, pre-school education, special educa
tion, pregnancy prevention, teacher develop
ment, environmental education, school re
form, study skills and many specific pro
grams in areas such as math and science. 

Perhaps some of the answers will come 

from these programs. It should be mentioned 
that the unsung heroes are the large numbers 
of business employees who devote their own 
time to many of these efforts. They tutor 
students, act as role models and mentors and 
spend time in schools and communities. 

Turning briefly to higher education, univer
sities and colleges are finding ways to help 
with the K -12 part of the education crisis, 
mostly by acting as facilitators. At Centen
ary, we work hard to maintain open commu
nication with the business community. 

One example of our practical involvement 
is the Academic High School Business 
Competition. For five years, it has been held 
at the college in conjunction with Deloitte 
& Touche, one of the world's most promi
nent accounting firms. High school students 
from New York, New Jersey and Pennsylva
nia come to Centenary to compete in six 
business disciplines. While Centenary busi
ness students and their professors design, 
organize and run the competition, Deloitte 
& Touche provides a good part of the 
funding, sends a senior manager to address 
the students and provides employees to judge 
the accounting category. 

It's a great way for high school teachers, 
students, the entire Centenary community 
and Deloitte & Touche staff to come together 
and share hopes for an exciting future. 

Business certainly has part of the answer 
to the education crisis. The education and 
business communities must continue their 
open dialogue, and education must under
stand the needs of business and train students 
accordingly. However, educators must be 
ever alert to the fact that while we train 
people for jobs, we must educate people for 
a lifetime. 

Eunice Quintana, Tara Rogers and 
Tien Ngu Yen Vu put their French 
studies to good use. 

T hree Centenary students from New Jersey 
proved that language studies can reap 

benefits: Eunice Quintana of Hoboken, Tara 
Rogers of Morristown and Tien Ngu Yen 
Vu of North Plainfield each scored over 500 
on a scholarship exam and received a $500 
scholarship toward a summer study program 
in Dijon, France. 

The annual competition, administered by 
the International Studies Association and 
Bergen Community College, emphasizes the 
importance of study abroad in learning 
foreign languages, according to Dr. Robert 
Frail, the students' professor and chair of the 
International Studies Division. "With the 
trend toward a global marketplace, knowl
edge of foreign languages is vital," said 
Frail. 

"Centenary is increasing its foreign lan
guage offerings," he added. Students can 
take French, Spanish and Japanese, and the 
college plans to add more high-level courses. 

Most corporations acknowledge that study
ing a foreign language abroad gives a person 
a competitive edge, Frail said. "Eunice, Tien 
and Tara are placing themselves in a very 
desirable position by achieving excellence 
like this," he said. All three students hope 
to.go into international business marketing. 

"The study of language brings you into 
the mindset and culture of a different group 
of people, and automatically transforms your 
values," said Frail. "It's an important part 
of education today, particularly for anyone 
planning to operate internationally." 

This emphasis on foreign languages is 
part of Centenary's answer as colleges 
nationwide debate the question: Should lib
eral arts be emphasized or eliminated? Cen
tenary clearly is choosing a firm liberal arts 
foundation. 

By Chris Allen '93 

Y es, this was a frustrating year for the 
Centenary soccer team. Our 3-8-2 

record looks pretty dismal on paper, but for 
a second-year team, it's not all that bad-just 
frustrating. 

We came into the season with high hopes 
of improving on last year's record of 5-6-1. 
Coach Ed Armand had recruited some tal
ented freshman players to join the three 

Chris Allen, a junior, 
is captain of 
the soccer team. 

returning starters. We worked hard. For the 
two weeks before the season began, we got 
up at 5 a.m. every day to train and practice. 

The team looked good and felt good after 
beating Sussex Community College 8-2 in a 
pre-season game. Then the regular season 
started, and before we knew it, we were 
0-5. Baptist Bible rolled over us 5-2 and 
Trenton State 9-2. The other games weren't 
as bad. 

We were playing well, we had the talent, 
but something was missing. Then we had 
our first victory, against Sussex, 2-1 in 
overtime. It felt good, but it was a long and 
tough game. 

We were all burnt out. After all, there 
were only 14 of us. Substitutions were rare 
and rotating positions was difficult. Coach 
kept pushing us, and we tried to keep our 
heads up. We were losing games, but not 
by much. Drew, for example, a much 
stronger, more experienced team, only beat 
us 2-0. Dominican beat us 3-2, Upsala 3-1. 

We didn't get blown out. We played 
tough, but eventually the other teams found 
our weaknesses. Most of our team had not 
played at this level before. College soccer 
is very different from the high school game. 
It's more demanding, faster, and there are a 
lot of talented players out there with you. 
Having 10 younger players on a team going 
against stronger, more established teams is 
difficult. 

On paper we looked bad, but so what! 
We know we played hard and had some 
tough losses-along with a few wins. We 
learned about each other, which sometimes 
is better than winning. I guess winning will 
have to wait until next year. 

Kevin Boswell, a junior from Brooklyn, 
NY, on December 12 became the first 
Centenary basketball player to score 1,000 
points during his college career. The magic 
number came during a home game against 
John Jay College, and prompted the Morris
town Daily Record to pick Boswell as 
"College Athlete of the Week." 

The men's basketball team is only three 
years old, having started up in the year the 
college became co-educational again. Al
though the team's record this year is tipped 
to the losing side, the players have been 
performing well against older, stronger teams, 

Kevin Boswell's 
1,000 career 
points at Centenary 
brought him 
congratulations 
from Dr. Stephanie 
Bennett-Smith. 

according to Gemma. "Our losses have been 
against teams at the top of their league, and 
we've usually held them to within eight 
points." 

"I couldn't have done so well without 
great teammates," said Boswell. "Scoring 
is a lot more than individual talent. The 
players you're playing against have tore
spect the whole team, or you can't accom
plish anything." 



Link Up with Friends 

P leaseparticipateinourReach-Out-to-Room
mate project. Some roommates have had 

no contact in years, simply because everyday 
priorities often dim enthusiasm for adventures. 
Or, more simply, they have lost the phone 
number of their former roommate. Contact me 
at (203) 245-2142 or call the Alumni Office at 
(908) 852-1400, ext. 336, for assistance. 

Reconnecting this link, together with bring
ing your family to campus May 15-17 for 
reunion/commencement, just might relight a 
comer of your life that the ongoing years have 
shadowed. The campus today is even more 
beautiful than you might recall. Come join in 
the activities that weekend with the students 
who vitalize the campus. 

I am also interested in what you think after 
reading The Centenarian. Your campus publi
cation is administered by a first-rate, profes
sional staff whose members enthusiastically 
highlight alumni news; profile faculty, staff and 
students; and focus on local and global events 
that affect Centenary. Do you have any sugges
tions? 

I personally thank the alumni who serve as 
class correspondents. Your efforts create an 
avenue for reconnecting classmates and encour
aging alumni visits back to campus. Three of 
us from the Class of 1959-Marg Barr Briggs, 
Betsy Pettit Smith and I-shared such a memo
rable reunion at my home this past August. 

Recently a generous alumna, Shirley Stults 
Martin '63, called me to inquire how she could 
become reinvolved with Centenary. Shirley 
lives in Connecticut and will participate in 
reorganizing area chapters that had been dis
continued. We request similar participation 
from alumni interested in reorganizing a chap-

ter in their area. Chapter meetings offer an 
excellent atmosphere for relinking alumni and 
learning about what's new at Centenary. 

Remember: Evolvement through involve
ment! 

Lucinda Thomas Embersits '59 
President, Centenary Alumni Association 

The Alumni Office and the 125th Anniversary 
Committee of Centenary College will be honor
ing the top 125 living alumni. Nominees will 
be judged on the basis of their creativity, 
excellence in their field, service to their 
community and service to the College. Recipi
ents will be recognized during Centenary's 
125th festivities during 1992. 

To nominate an individual, please return the 
attached form by July 1. You may nominate 
yourself. Please include a brief biography of 
the nominee and a statement on why you 
believe she/he should be one of Centenary's top 
125 alumni. 

Nominee's Name 

Class Year 

Address 

Daytime Phone 

Your Name 

Class Year 

Address 

Daytime Phone 

Please return by July 1 to the Alumni Office, 
400 Jefferson Street, Centenary College, Hackettstown, 
NJ 07840·9989. 

Centenary Weekend last fall 
featured fun for everyone. Clock
wise from upper left: International 
students after their fashion show; 
Dan Kavanaugh, a member of the 
Board of Trustees, and his daughter, 
Kathleen '90, and wife, Caroline; 
two of the entertainers; and 
members of Phi Beta lambda, 
the business frater11ity. 

Van Winkle Nominations 

E ach year since 1983, Centenary has presented 
the Van Winkle Award to honor a person 

of outstanding personal or professional distinc
tion. The award was established by Trustee 
Emeritus and Mrs. Arthur Van Winkle. 

The 1992 award will be given on Saturday, 
May 16, during Alumni/Commencement Week
end. The recipient will be recognized for 
meeting one or more of these criteria: unusual 
accomplishments, service to the community-at
large, service to Centenary College and bring
ing honor to the college. Alumni and all others 
~losely associated with Centenary are eligible. 

Nominations may be sent to the Van Winkle 
Award Committee, Alumni Office, Centenary 
College, 400 Jefferson Street, Hackettstown, 
NJ 07840. Please send your nomination by 
Aprill3. 

Quilters 
Wanted 

T o celebrate Centenary's 125th Anniversary, 
a commemorative quilted wall hanging is 

being planned. If you would like to participate, 
please send us an 8" x 8" square replicating a 
memory that you cherish of Centenary. 

Once the squares have been received, we 
will need talented volunteers to help stitch them 
together. The completed wall hanging will be 
prominently displayed on campus. We would 
like to have these "memory squares" sent to 
the Alumni Office by July 1. For further 
information and instructions, please call the 
Alumni Office, (908) 852-1400, ext. 336. 

This year's reunion theme is "Cele
brating 125 Years as a Family." Mark 
your calendar for Alumni Weekend, 
May 15-17. The celebration will be 
especially meaningful for those in 
classes of '32, '37, '42, '47, '52, 
'57, '62, '67, '72, '77 '82 and '87. 
Spouses, families and guests are all 
welcome to join the festivities. Over-

. night dormitory accommodations are 
available at $10 per person per night. 
Also, special rates are available at 
Day's Inn in Ledgewood and The Inn 
at Panther Valley. Identify yourself 
as a Centenary grad to receive the 
special rate. 

Friday, 
Start the weekend off with the annual 
President's Ball at 8 p.m. All alumni 
and friends are welcome. 

Sat1~rda1v. May 
Many events are planned, 

and many more are in the works. The 
$25 fee covers all the day's activities. 
11111 9:30-10:30 a.m. Registration. A 
continental breakfast will be served. 
111 Morning activities: 
-Campus tours 
-Introduction of the Centenary 
Author's Circle. Published faculty and 
staff will be on hand to talk about 
their works. Alumni authors are in
vited to display their works as well. 
Please contact the Alumni Office at 
(908) 852-1400, ext. 336, for more 
information. 
111 11 a.m. Annual Business Meeting 
111 Noon-2 p.m. Luncheon, with an 
address by Dr. Stephanie Bennett
Smith, Centenary president. 
11111 Afternoon activities: 
-Class pictures, departmental dis
plays, door prizes, a raffle with a prize 
of a $220 Centenary watch and sports 
-The Hunterdon Harmonizers in 
concert 
-The induction of Centenary's Honor 
Guard and Honorary Alumni 
-125th celebratory time capsule 

11111 Dinner on your own. Area restau
rants will have Centenary discounts. 
111 Late Evening: A "pajama party"
just like you remember, with games 
and hot chocolate-except that we 
won't make you change into pajamas. 

Sunday, May 
Graduation Day. Join us for Baccalau
reate brunch followed by the Bacca
laureate service in Whitney Chapel. 
If this is your 25th or 50th reunion 
year, you are invited to put on a cap 
and gown and join the graduation 
processional. (We'll order a cap and 
gown for you when you regisfer.) 

Day co-CI'IIlllrs: 
Kathleen Kavanaugh '90 
Kim Edwards Minerley '85 
Maria Elena Jennette '89 

The Centenarian is published regu
larly by the Office of Public Relations 
and Publications at Centenary College 
in Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840. 
Please consider eight weeks for a 
change of address. 

MichaelS. McGraw, Editor 
Suzanne W. Samson, Managing Editor 
Kathleen Stouter, Alumni News Editor 
Karen DeVita, Photography 
Donna Shoemaker, Contributing Editor 
Royce Faddis, Designer 
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think of Centenary as a place for people 
who have a story," said Kelly Shea, the 

director of residence life and assistant dean 
of students. "Everyone here seems to come 
from a different background. In addition to 
'traditional' students, we have people who 
have left school and come back, and a lot 
of people who might not have gone to college 
in the past. So many stories. Centenary is a 
place where people can come and have a 
chance." 

Kelly came to Centenary in July 1990 after 
receiving her master's in education from 
Harvard. She graduated from the College of 
William & Mary in 1982 with a bachelor's 
in English and biology. Between 1982 and 
1989, she worked at William & Mary in the 
law school and the admissions office ("I 
liked working at a college; it's one of the 
reasons I came back to it"), took a nine-week 
trip to Europe by herself ("I had a great 
time") and worked for Computer World 
newspaper outside of Boston, becoming 
associate editor. 

She liked publishing, but began to rethink 
her goals. She didn't want to live in New 
York, the publishing mecca, and realized she 
really missed working with students. So she 
made some changes. "1989 was a big year. 
I quit my job, got married and started 
graduate school." 

After Kelly received her master's degree, 
she and her husband, Bernie Neuner, a 
lawyer, set out to realize their goal of living 
in Northwest New Jersey, an area they both 
loved because "it's rural, and reminds us of 
New England." Luckily,.both found jobs in 
Hackettstown: Bernie with a law firm, and 
Kelly at Centenary. Recently Bernie fulfilled 
his dream when he became a partner in his 
own law firm, Margolin & Neuner, in 
Hackettstown. 

Kelly had had interviews at several schools 
in this area, but Centenary always had an 
edge: While at Harvard, she had done a field 
project at Centenary, working with Lynn 
Gangone, dean of students. Later Kelly 
wrote an article on combining a job search 
with field work that was published in the 
Harvard Graduate School of Education 
newsletter. 

"My strength is being able to drop in 
anywhere and do what needs to be done," 
said Kelly. A small woman with a calm 
presence and an impish grin, she clearly 
thrives on the unpredictability of working 
with students. It's easy to believe she was 
once a cheerleader, and among the interests 
she hopes to pursue she lists performing in 
community theater productions. "I've learned 
so much in so little time here," she said. "I 
wouldn't have been able to do so many 
different things at a larger school." 

Until this semester, Kelly and Bernie lived 
in a suite in Anderson Hall on campus. 
Recently they moved to Rockaway, "which 
I was ready for," said Kelly. "I'm glad to 
have 20 minutes of transition between my 
life and my job." Since her job is so deeply 
involved with the lives of others on campus, 
it helps to have a little distance. In addition 
to overseeing residence life and use of the 
residence halls, Kelly supervises and trains 

the RAs; participates in career planning; 
works with statistics and reports; advises the 
Kappa Psi Delta sorority and the Residence 
Council; and is involved in many aspects of 
student affairs, including discipline. 

Kelly feels Centenary's diversity greatly 
benefits everyone. "The education students 
get from dealing with people from so many 
different backgrounds is terrific," she said. 
"It's amazing that such a small place attracts 
such a varied student body." She thinks the 
variety of programs helps: "Equine studies 
and fine arts and fashion and communica
tions-they all appeal to different kinds of 
people. And With the men's sports that are 
being added now, as well as many new 
activities, Centenary has a lot to offer." 

effBush is a man with a purpose in the midst 
of constant change. A junior at Centenary, 
is the president of the Psychology Club 

and is also married with two children, 
Cameron, 2, and Stephanie, 1. He barely 
qualifies as a "non-traditional" student, as 
he turns 24 this March. 

For a person whose life seems to be a blur 
of constant motion, he is remarkably laid
back. Jeff speaks laconically, considering 
each word carefully. He may be fitting an 
extraordinary variety of experience into his 
life, but he knows exactly where he is going. 

When Jeff and his wife, Lauren '90, 
moved to Budd Lake three years ago, it was 
the 30th time he had moved in his lifetime. 
His father was a troubleshooter for a restau
rant chain. After experiencing many schools, 
Jeff graduated from Pope John XXIII in 
Sparta, and went off to Rutgers as a physics/ 
computer sciences major. 

He stayed at Rutgers only one year. At the 
same time, he was working for the Diocese 
of Paterson, involved with group homes for 
the developmentally disabled. He began to 
realize he wasn't happy with the sciences, 
and that he really liked working in human 
services. 

He decided to take a year to "straighten 
out." "After all," he said with his careful 
smile, "I wanted to make sure before 
switching from a high-paying to a low
paying field." He became a manager with 
Arc in Morris County. 

The name of this organization is a lesson 
in political correctness. Jeff explains that 
Arc used to be ARC, an acronym for 
Association for Retarded Citizens. How
ever, some advocacy groups were against the 
word "retarded," so now the organization, 

which has existed in Morris County for about 
37 years and longer in other parts of the 
country, goes by "Arc." 

"The appropriate technical term now is 
'developmentally disabled,' " said Jeff. 
"Though who knows-maybe that will fall 
into disfavor also. The whole business is 
silly. At issue is the public's perception 
about what it means. Until stereotypes about 
the disadvantaged are broken down, it doesn't 
matter what labels we use." 

Jeff's one-year job has stretched to four 
years. He is now a skill instructor, level ll 
(the highest position in direct care), which 
he does full-time while attending school 
full-time as well. 

After about a year at Arc, he met his future 
wife at an Arc spaghetti dinner. She was a 
Centenary psychology major who planned 
to be a music therapist, and worked for Arc 
part-time. They were married a few months 
later. 

Since Lauren, with a year of school to go, 
was closer to finishing than Jeff was, and 
they couldn't afford two tuitions, they de
cided she would finish school first. Then he 
would do both his undergraduate and gradu
ate work. Then it would be her turn for 
graduate school. 

The plan is still the same. What changed 
was Jeff's enrollment in Centenary instead 
of returning to Rutgers. "I fell in love with 
the small school atmosphere," he said. He 

, expects to graduate next year as a combined 
psychology and math major, with an English 
minor. He plans to go to graduate school for 
clinical psychology; his goal-"so far away 
it is just a projection"-is to teach, pursue 
research and maintain a sma~ practice. 

"I'm a special case," he sai'd. "I don't fit 
neatly into categories, and it really impressed 
me that when I decided to add the math 
major, all I had to do was go into the 
Registrar's Office and talk directly with the 
registrar, and it was all arranged. That would 
be unfathomable in a university." He also 
likes the fact that he has more control over 
his education here than he would elsewhere. 
"I'm always allowed to define the parame
ters of the way I'll study-even what I 
study." 

Lauren, too, still works at Arc, as director 
of in-home respite services for Morris County. 
"Our schedules take fine-tuning so that one 
of us can be home with the kids. A cold 
throws a monkey-wrench in it," said Jeff. 

In addition to being president of the 
Psychology Club, Jeff is a member of 
BACCHUS and the Multicultural Task Force, 
and has been the teaching assistant for the 
freshman math class. 

"I drink a lot of coffee," he said, "and 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, I don't sleep 
much because I have night classes. It's 
crazy, but education is a must." He paused 
to consider. "There's no stopping me!" 

t's the little things you learn at Centenary 
that really help you later on," said Jim 

Belton '88. "At the time they may seem 
unimportant, but they can make all the 
difference-things like how to read a book, 
or how to pace yourself." 

Jim, who is treasurer of the Centenary 
Alumni Association, received his B.S. de
gree from Centenary nine years after taking 
his first course. His graduation had an extra 
fillip: One of his five daughters, Taunya, 
received her B.S. degree from Centenary at 
the same time. Taunya was 23; Jim was 45. 

A senior shift manager for M&M Mars, 
Jim is also a certified trainer in high
performance systems. He went to work for 
Mars in 1972, starting out in Richmond, 
Virginia, in sales-a job he landed over a 
lot of competition. 

In 1975 he was promoted to shift supervi
sor and was transferred to the company's 
Hackettstown facility. By this time he could 
see that it would make a difference in his 
career at Mars if he had some college 
experience. 

He was attracted to the program at Centen
ary, but enrolling as a part-time student was 
not an easy step. "That was the beginning 
of a lot of 12-hour days," he said. The most 
difficult part for him at first was dealing with 
a feeling of inadequacy. He expected he 
would be going to class with a lot of young 
people. 

His first class was psychology, with Bill 
Cashill, the principal of Hackettstown High 
School who is an adjunct professor at 
Centenary. Jim was relieved to find there 
were older students as well as young people 
in the class. "I learned things in those classes 

that help me today -like being able to get 
up in front of a class to speak. Now I give 
presentations and speak in front of groups 
all the time in my work," he said. 

In 1986 Jim had enough credits for an 
associate degree. But then Taunya trans
ferred to Centenary from Norfolk State 
University, and Jim saw he had the opportu
nity to graduate with his daughter. He went 
into high gear. He made it to his bachelor's 
degree in two years, by taking classes 
year-round. In his last semester, he took nine 
credits while working full time. 

He knew it was going to be a long haul 
to get through, so he set achievable goals. 
"Since I was balancing so many things, I 

· decided I didn't have to be an A student. I 
went for a high C average, and I felt good 
about it, since my family came first and my 
work was also important. I learned how to 
pace myself, and I stayed focused." 

M&M Mars was always supportive of his 
efforts. After he received his degree, he was 
made shift manager. In 1989 he became a 
trainer in high-performance systems, spend
ing a portion of his time running courses to 
help employees keep up with the changing 
times and with new equipment and systems. 

Jim feels his facility with handling groups 
and public speaking started with his Centen
ary education. Virginia Roach's public speak
ing class was important to 1:rim, as was Dr. 
Eleanor Carducci's poetry class. Bill Cashill 
especially has remained a strong influence. 
"He was like a cheerleader for me," Jim 
said. "He would watch for me in the classes 
each semester and encourage me." 

One memory stands out. In one of the 
Saturday classes Jim had with Cashill, there 
was a student in a wheelchair. The classroom 
was on the third floor. The first day, Jim saw 
Cashilllift the student up and carry her up 
the stairs, and he offered to help. After that, 
the two of them carried her up and down for 
each class. "She was an inspiration," Jim 
recalled. "She was so positive about her 
goals, in spite of her difficulties. It made 
me take inventory of myself." 

Jim's family was another motivation when 
he started back to school. His wife, Carole, 
is a secretary in the Registrar's Office at 
Centenary. "Carole has been the catalyst," 
said Jim. "She sacrificed a lot for me to get 
my degree." About their five daughters, he 
pointed out, "I figured, if the kids could see 
that Dad could do it, it would help them." 
He and Carole have always instilled in their 
girls the idea that no matter what, they 
should complete their education. 

It seems to have worked. Monica Lynn, 
whose new daughter is the Beltons' first 
grandchild, has her associate's degree. 
Taunya is going for her master's degree at 
Montclair State. Kim '89 earned her bache
lor's degree at Centenary a year after her dad 
and sister did. Monica Andrea is a junior at 
Rutgers, and Janette is a senior at Newton 
High School. 

Jim gives a lot of his free time to the 
college in his role as treasurer of the. Alumni 
Association. "We're all very involved with 
Centenary," Jim emphasized. "We like the 
school a lot." 

-Suzanne Samson 



R.D. #2, Box 52, Cream Ridge, NJ 08514 
(609) 758-7856 

I have a surprise for you. I have moved. My son 
Charles and his wife went away often to the mobile 
home they bought in Pennsylvania. I got tired of 
going away, so I bought the little mobile home in 
front of my daughter's. I moved into it on the first 
of November. I will be getting my fifth great
grandchild in March. That will make three great
grandchildren's birthdays in March. I will be seeing 
the rest of the family often as they live not far away. 

Please send me some news. 

Constance Koss Hoffman 
3301 Moore Lane, Fort Collins, CO 80526 
(303) 226-2142 

George and I returned from a trip east to find The 
Centenarian deadline only four days away! A few 
telephone calls gave news of Marge Brun MacMur
ray, who had a beautiful trip to Hawaii in May and 
was leaving January 2 for a month in Australia. 
Marge has six children and 14 grandchildren. 

Priscilla Ritter Ulrichs continues to work as a 
part-time legal secretary. This gives her time to 
volunteer for causes in the Sarasota, FL, area. 

"Tinker" Ruth Mortensen Holmes took time from 
a family gathering to tell of a trip in June to Austria 
and Switzerland, where her husband played in an 
international tennis tournament in his age category. 
Between them, they have nine children and eight 
grandchildren. The latest grandchild lives in Tokyo 
and is going to be a trilingual child, speaking 
Japanese, Chinese and English. Tinker is volunteer
ing to be our reunion chairperson. Can you believe 
our 55th is this year? Word is that many are planning 
to come May 16. I am, are you? 

Helen Littell Alden (co-correspondent) 
R.D. #3, Box 319, Branchville, NJ 07826 
(20 1) 948-4956 

Marylu and Ken Mehrhof of Montville, NJ, 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on June 
29, with family and friends, at the Lake Valhalla 
Club. They toured England last fall in celebration 
of the event. Congratulations! 

Joyce Olsen Dunigan (co-correspondent) 
132 Hibiscus Way, Leesburg, FL 32748 
(904) 787-6193 

My husband, Maury, had to have surgery. He's 
coming along, though not fast enough for him! 

Please, Class of '39, send me your news! 

Georgine Hill Mendillo 
222 Harbour Drive #212, Naples, FL 33940-
4071 (813) 649-4708 

Sue Brinkerhoff Irvine wrote that she was flying 
(yes, Suzie, in a plane) down to Indian Shores, FL, 
in February to visit Connie Lucaa Savage. Connie 
and Rally are fine, and at Thanksgiving went north 
to visit the children. C.J. Bartlett Maxwell and 
Marcia Marie Weber Cannavello are expected, too, 
at Connie's. That means Jane Schlegel Anderson 
and I will try to get into the act. What a time 
it will be! 

Jane reports good news. After her hip replace
ment, she is back hitting the old golf balL Janie and 
Bob had a great trip in July to the islands in a 52-foot 
boat. Marcia took a New England trip in October 
visiting grandchildren and photographing autumn 
foliage. 

Jean McKendrick Pennell and Don did a lot of 
traveling in 1991. Don received several honors and 
awards-one for his historical work on a book 
published in· France. In May they started construc
tion on a hunting and fishing camp in Michigan's 

Upper Peninsula. It is on 40 acres with all kinds of 
wildlife, even bears. Really wild-no electricity, 
but there is an excellent trout stream! 

Our daughter, Amy, had a lovely wedding 
October 5th in Branford, CT. After their honey
moon, they returned to live in New York City. She 
is still a food editor at Gourmet Magazine. Amy 
made her own wedding cake for 200! We are now 
flying to Barbados for a rest. My handsome new 
son-in-law, Donal, is from New Vernon, NJ, and 
told me a historical "fact." We all remember Budd 
Lake. Did you know, he asked, it is so named 
because in the old days Budweiser beer was stored 
in the cold lake? 

Our class wishes Dr. Bennett-Smith great happi
ness in her recent marriage! 

Dorothy lathford lota 
3150 NE 48th Court, #403, Lighthouse Point, FL 
33064 (305) 427-4745 

Doris Smith Van Camp and her husband wel
comed a grandson in May 1990. He joins two sisters; 
they all live in Connecticut. Dops was eligible to 
retire in August but had not yet made up her mind 
to do so. 

Charlie and I are holding our own. We went to 
Tampa for the Christmas holiday to be with our son 
and his three children. Our oldest grandson is 15. 

Write to me. I promise to use all your news. 

Position Open 

Karen Nelson Drake (co-correspondent) 
55 Barrows Ave., Rutherford, NJ 07070 
(201) 939-5290 

Mitzi Petrovits VanTuyl (co-correspondent) 
4 Three Pond Road 
Smithtown, New York 11787 

Norma Kwas Meador (co-correspon
dent) 30 Club Road, Upper Montclair, NJ 07043 
(201) 746-0387 

Joy Riddell (co-correspondent) 
101 East McNab Road #210, Pompano Beach, FL 
33060 (305) 781-9315 

lynn Guiler Petroff 
RR 1, 140A Hogback Road, Pittstown, NJ 08867 
(201) 735-4788 

Gail Sylvester Longstreth 
239 Halemaumau Street, Honolulu, HI 96821 
(808) 373-4490 

Mary Curtiss McCrea wrote a long newsy letter 
that is difficult to condense, but here goes: She is 
divorced and living in Shaker Heights, Ohio, where 
she runs an office for a man who appraises used 
machinery. Sounds strange, but she says it is a very 
profitable business. Mary also has her own business 
of selling imprinted items. Her daughter, Louise, 
goes to Kent State and her son, Kent, goes to Ohio 
University. She would like to hear from the old 
gang after all these years of being one of our "lost" 
alums. Sure would be nice if I heard from more of 
you, too. 

Robert and I still think moving to Hawaii was the 
best thing we ever did. He has moved his law 
practice into an office in our home and is actually 
busier than ever because he "makes house calls." I 
have just finished my term as president of The 

Newcomers Club of Honolulu, which is 300 strong. 
Now I am going to take a long rest. Our big plan 
for '92 is to buy a houseboat in the Sacramento
Delta area of California and spend our summers on 
board. If you would like to rent our home (complete 
with everything except a car), very reasonable for 
two to four months any summer, just give me a call! 

Susan Pollock Brown 
RRl, Box 46, Hanson's Ridge Road, Springvale, 
ME 04083 (207) 32~9486 

A note from Elsie Gillespie Hart says that all 
remains "status quo" at the Hart house. She and 
Jack have a beautiful granddaughter, 2 1/2, to keep 
them young. Jack is still a funeral director and 
Elsie's still a medical technologist. 

The Alumni Office is trying to locate a classmate, 
Barbara Lehmann Sheldon. If you've heard from 
her, please contact them. 

Janice Bebcock Johnson 
312 Fiedler Road, Maple Glen, PA 19002 

Aimee Walz Thibeault 
636 Susan Lane, Brielle, NJ 08730 
(201) 223-6880 

Sue Shelley Kazda's Christmas card to me was 
full of news: Sue, Joe and their two children, Kevin 
and Lynn, moved from Houston, Texas, to Lightwa
ter, England (about 30 miles west of London) in 
March 1991. Joe has a new job at a contractor's 
office, Foster Wheeler, in Reading. Sue has joined 
an American Women's Club and plays tennis and 
golf. While overseas, they have taken trips to 
Holland and PortugaL 

Mary Elinor Eppler celebrated 50 years of mar
riage to William G. Eppler on November 30. They 
reside in Sparta NJ. 

Mary Ellen Kavanagh Hallock 
(co-correspondent) 
5 Montbleau Court, Getzville, NY 14068 

Judith Plasket Dempster (co-correspondent) 
126 Woodlawn Ave., Merchantville, NJ 08109 

I had hoped that I would hear from at least one 
person via mail as the new "mail drop" corre
spondent-isn't there one person who would like 
to know where your "besta buddy" is now? 

During the holidays, my family and I looked 
forward to acknowledging that the world looked 

pretty good and that all those who had eA.1Jerienced 
hardship were relieved. May your days be lovely 
and bright. And please write! 

Position Open 

Holly Sanders Anderson (co-correspon-
1736 Crocker Lane, Jamison, PA 18929 

Nanci Marks Oakley (co-correspondent) 
2718 Plymouth Drive, Easton, PA 18042 
(215) 258-3737 

Miriam Cash 
255 Beechwood Road, Springfield, PA 19065 

Ruth Motz Piedra 

Position Open 
Jane Rosalind Ginsburg writes: After four years 

as the Class of 1984 correspondent, this is my last 
column. I am now completing my first semester at 
UMass at Lowell in the College of Health Profes
sions. I continue to sing in the Calvary Baptist 
Church Chancel Choir. Since September, I have 
been working as a third/fourth grade assistant in 
Sunday SchooL Our house had to undergo repairs 
due to Hurricane Bob, which struck on August 18. 

Susanne Karen McGuire married Frank V. Lopez 
on August 24 and lives in Huntington Beach, CA. 

lisa Marinelli 
214 Stryker Road, Phillipsburg NJ 08865 
(201) 859-0923 

Linda Crawford has become engaged to Daniel 
Moran and plans a July wedding. Linda is an 
assistant agency manager for Newsweek magazine 
in New York. She lives with Sherrie Severini '89 
and Connie Hart in Verona, NJ. Connie's wedding 
is in May 1992. Linda often "does lunch" with 
Jennifer Violia in New York, when schedules 
permit. "The Gang" just attended Chris (Gubba) 
Grace's wedding in September. Both Chris Abel and 
Linda are in each other's weddings; Chris's wedding 
is in March. Linda speaks quite often with Jackie 
Tiemay, Lisa Hillman and Marie Phillips. Linda 
would like to know how Sigma Epsilon Phi is doing. 

I would like to announce the birth last September 
of Autumn Lee Brouse, daughter of Rhonda (Rudy) 
and Eric Brouse. 

Donna Anderson Furda 
343 Sylia Street, Ewing, NJ 082628 
(609) 771-8063 

We need support from all of you. Since last May, 
Maria Elena Jennette and I have been serving on the 
Alumni Executive Board. This is M.E's second 
term, and my first, and lately we have been assisting 
in the planning of Alumni Day. All of us on the 
Alumni Board would like to see all of you back to 
campus this year. Why should we wait until our 
fifth-year reunion to have the opportunity to rekindle 
old friendships? Let's make this special for all of 
us. Our goal is to see as many of you as possible for 
a fun, exciting and emotional day of fond remem
brances. See you in May! 

Anna Guzzi 
56 E. Lakeview Ave., West Long Branch, NJ 07764 

Isabelle lvanko 
503 Thompson, North Middletown, NJ 07734 
(908) 495-9778 

Hello everyone! I hope your careers have started 
and that you are successfuL If you would like to 
share your success, please contact me. 

We would like to congratulate Rochelle Boyette 
on her engagement-the date is set for May 30. 

Justine Steinfield is an assistant administrator for 
The Carrier Foundation. I am working as assistant 
activities director for Pleasant Valley Care Center 
for Alzheimer's clients. 

Edna Osborn Ransom '33 
Patricia Collins Doiron '71 
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7~15 Spring Break 

21 Scottish guitarist Paul Galbraith) 1981 ~inner 
(at the age of 17) of the silver medal at the 
Segovia International Guitar Competition. 
Little Theatre, 8 p.m. For tickets ($8'general 
admission, $7 for senior citizens and ;stu-
dents), call the Centenary Perfori:aing Arts 
Guild (CPAG) at (908) 852-1400, ext.203. 

Softball vs. Jersey City State, home, .1 p.m. 

25 Softball vs. FDU-Madisoh, away, 2:30 p.m. 

27-29 .. A Lovely Sunday for Creve Coeur," a 
delightful play by Tenrtessee \\filliams. 
8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday nights, and 
1:30p.m; matinees on.Friday and Su~day: 
For tickets (Saturday night: $10 gener(ll admis
sion, $9 senior citizens and students; Friciay 
night and matinees: $9 general adtllission~' $8 
senior citizens and stud.ents), call CPAQ 
(908) 852-1400, ext. 203~ 

28 Softball.vs, Caldwell, home,l p.ttL 

31 Softball vs. Drew, home, 3 p.m. 

2~4 "A Lovely Sunday for Creve Coel,lr/' a 
delightful play by Tennessee Williams. 
8 p.m; on Friday and Saturday nights, and 
1:30 p.m. matinees on Thursday and Friday. 
For tickets (Saturday night: $10 g¢neral admis
sion, $9 senior citizens and stud({nts; Frid~Y 
night and matinees: $9 general admissiqn,$8 
senior citizens and students),· call CPAG at 
(908) 852-1400, ext. 203. 

2 Softball vs. Dominican, away, 4p.m. 

4 Softball vs. St. Joseph, ho1lle, 1 p.m., 

7 Softball vs. Delaware Valley,home, 2~30 

Centenary College 
400 Jefferson Street 
Hackettstown, NJ 07840 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 

REQUESTED 

The,NewJerseyPops, featuring great ()fch~s-
tn\1 classics, Broad\Vf!Y and Bol!y~ood .favor~ 
ites,~atrioticand conte~poracy~usic. Ryeves 
Buil<;ling~ 8 p.m. F~r !ickets {$15 genet~ 
~dU1i~sio~ 1 $12.50seniorcitizens:and stt;J,. 
dents), callCPAG at (908) 852:1400, ext.. 203. 
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Pictured are members of the Class of 1888. 


