
Master Plan for Change 
Following Dr. Seay's resignation, Charles H. 
Dick was appointed Centenary's ninth president 
Dr. Dick was vice president of Cornell Univer
sity's Medical Center, and had previously been 
assistant for public education at the Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare. 

He began his tenure knowing there wasser
ious fiscal strain, but remarked that "the financial 
problem is not limited to Centenary College." He 
did not expect to cut back on programs to meet 
financial obligations, he said, and might even 
institute new programs "in areas college women 
recently have shown an interest, such as econom
ics and business administration." 

Inauguration Day, October 23, 1976, was 
busy: It coincided with Parents' Day and with the 
fourth annual country fair. The latter was short
ened to only two hours in the morning because of 
the inauguration. Also preceding the ceremony 
were various Parents' Day activities, a formal 
luncheon and a carillon concert. After a dinner, 
at 8 p.m. the president and his wife, Barbara, 
attended the Centenary Performing Arts Guild 
production of "The Prisoner of Second A venue," 
then proceeded to the Inaugural Ball in Reeves. 
It's safe to assume that by the end of the Ball, at 
1 a.m., the new president felt thoroughly engaged 
in the life of the College. 

In his Inaugural Address, Dr. Dick admitted 
that statistics painted a gloomy picture for all pri
vate colleges, but listed as Centenary's assets a 
small capital indebtedness, a balanced budget for 
the current year and an enrollment jump of 12.5 
percent 

Meanwhile, a major question was whether 
Centenary should become a four-year college. 
Progress in that direction was becoming inexo
rable. Four-year B.S. degrees in medical technol
ogy had been awarded on a special basis to a few 
students beginning in 1964, and B.A. degrees 
were awarded on a limited basis as early as 1974. 
In 1976, the official announcement was made: 
Centenary would offer four-year programs. A 
conservative beginning was made. 

By the following September, in response to a 
15-month marketing study by the consulting firm 
of Stuart Weiner Associates, Centenary was em
barking on an ambitious plan to double its four
year programs and offer the flexibility of both 
two- and four-year degrees. "The two- and four
year options in career-oriented fields complement 
Centenary's already strong tradition in the liberal 

We.havebeen telling Centenary's 
fascinating story for the past 
three issues. This fourth and 
finalanicleinthe seriestak¢s up 
where we left off; with the sad 
announcement that Dr. Edward 
W. Seaywould be leaving in July 
1976 after 28 years as president. 

arts," said Dr. Dick. "Many colleges are imple
menting career programs without regard to the 
broadening experience courses such as music 
appreciation, theater and the social sciences can 
give women." 

Dr. Dick formed a nine-committee, campus
wide task force to develop a 10-year master plan. 
The changeover to a four-year college would in 
fact dominate the College's decisions for the next 
15 years. In the frrst phase, business, equine stud
ies and fashion (which was part of the Business 
Division) became four-year programs. 

The transition was by no means untroubled. 
While most people were excited about the new 
programs, change, as always, brought trepidation, 
and there was some worry about losing the tradi
tions and balances of the two-year curriculum. 

An aggressive program to upgrade the faculty 
began. No faculty members were let go; instead, 
all professors were encouraged to work toward 
the teiminal degree in their field. 

The emphasis on faculty support was typical 
of Dr. Dick. He was a popular president who 
made a point of knowing everyone in the College 
personally. He and his wife, who was very much 
the president's partner, enjoyed entertaining, and 
held many social events at the President's House. 
A sports enthusiast, Mrs. Dick was often at the 
College, particularly for athletic events. 

While dress codes and dorm rules were con
tinuing to relax, the College still had the quality 
of a protected enclave for women, with Dr. Dick 
as everyone's father-away-from-home. "Dr. Dick 
had a way to calm you right down," commented 
Kerry O'Connell '80, who is now the coach of 

Centenary's intercollegiate riding team. During 
her student days, as captain of the team, O'Con
nell in 1979 and again in 1980 led the team to its 
excitmg victories-frrst place in the Intercolle
giate Horse Show Association (IHSA) nationals. 

In 1977, the badminton team, coached by the 
dean of students, Abbie Rutledge, a former 
member of the U.S. Badminton team, had a 10-
year unbeaten record. Coach Rutledge predicted, 
''The game has a great future in this country." 

As the general fmancial situation continued 
to be problematical, money was being spent for 
the obvious faculty and student needs, but the 
College's debt was increasing. Dr. Dick wrote in 
The Centenarian, "I have no doubt that Cente
nary will be among the colleges to survive this 
time of dwindling student populations and finan
cial hardships." For the frrst time, a vice presi
dent of development was hired to increase the 
College's revenue from "nontuitional sources." 

Debt-and Some Net Gains 
As the '70s turned into the '80s, the so-called 
"me generation" receded, and students were in
creasingly focusing outward. The college news
paper, briefly called The Centipede, introduced 
the topic of abortion and explained that the pend
ing constitutional amendments could "seriously 
endanger the lives and health of pregnant 
women." In May 1981 a thoughtful student ar
ticle explained the current status of the space 
program, now that the space shuttle had finally 
been launched after a 1 0-year delay. 

That same year, a long article in The Centi
pede by a transfer student complained that 
Centenary's rules were too strict At Centenary, 
the writer fumed, stu<ients still must be ac-
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counted for at all times, will "get hell" for 
cutting a class and must account for all 
guests-restrictions that she said no longer 
existed at other schools. 

In May 1982, 72-year-old Millicent 
Fenwick, the colorful New Jersey Republi
can who was a U.S. congresswoman and 
later a U.S. senator, received an honorary 
doctorate and spoke at graduation. "Getting 
married and raising a family is the most 
important thing you can do," she said. 
"There will be time after your children are 
raised to enter the work force and make 
your mark." 

On October 23, 1982, the new Eques
trian Center at Filly Hill was dedicated. 
"The new facility is a reflection of New 
Jersey's prominence in the thriving horse 
industry nationwide," observed program 
director Jere Gilbert. 

The badminton team continued its aston
ishing performance, and on March 7, 1983, 
Channel 13 came on campus to film the 
match with Western Connecticut College. 
Centenary's on-camera 4-1 win capped a 
15-year winning streak of 77 games. 

A new two-part Liberal Arts course was 
introduced in 1983: "The Classical World 
and the Renaissance," followed by "The 
Modern World." Professors John Shayner 
and Harry Strickhausen team-taught the 
course, which was required for most jun
iors and seniors. Its purpose was "to pro
vide students with a background in the 
humanities and art understanding of the 
development of Western Civilization." The 
course was a first step toward the institu
tion of a core curriculum. 

Unfortunately, the College's debt base 
was growing. The euphoria of the late '60s 
and early '70s, when growth seemed inevi
table, still influenced the feeling that every
thing would work out later. 

At the end of the 1984 school year, 
Dr. Dick's health was declining, and he 
resigned to take a year's sabbatical. 

With Ken Powell, the vice president for 
academic affairs, in place as acting presi
dent, a massive search was begun for a new 
president. Feeling that the time had come 
to have a woman as head of a women's 
college, the trustees focused their search in 
that direction. 

In October 1984, the trustees announced 
that they had found not only a woman, but 
the perfect person to take Centenary's 
helm: Stephanie Mitchell Bennett, who 
was dean of Westhampton College at the 
University of Richmond. A triple talent 
with administrative, teaching and commu
nications credentials, she had worked for 
Upward Bound in Greeley, Colorado, and 
had taught English and directed the Ameri
can Studies program at Albion College in 
Michigan. 

Facing New Imperatives 
Dr. Bennett's inauguration on September 
14, 1985, was preceded by the largest press 

,\ conference in the College's history. Media 
representatives from New Jersey, Pennsyl
vania and New York heard her plans for 
, , and then asked questions for an 

hmrr. The Inauguration drew college trust
ees 'and delegates from 65 colleges and 
universities; over 400 guests attended the 
luncheo:r.. A new presidential seal, donated 
by Englehard Corporation, made its debut 

In her remarks, Dr. Bennett said, 
"Today Centenary College symbolically 
enters a new era. Our transition must, of 
necessity, occur within the context of the 
larger educational community and with 
recognition of our mission as a women's 
college and as the primary educational re-
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source for northwest New Jersey. What is clear 
is that we all face new imperatives in preparing 
our students to lead successful and satisfying 
lives in the world which is rushing at us." 

Dr. Bennett joined the college knowing that 
her first priority was to deal with the $1.5 mil
lion deficit. Not only that, she had to raise the 
school's quality at the same time. The Middle 
States Accrediting Association's report of 
1984-85 required many major changes if the 
College was to sustain its accreditation. Morale 
on campus was low, and all fmancial indicators 
seemed to be against not only Centenary, but 
many other private colleges. In the June 1985 
Centenarian, the financial aid director had 
asked, "Will President Reagan's budget, if 
approved, affect you? You bet!" 

The first steps Dr. Bennett took were to 
implement the liberal arts core, which had been 
worn away by the focus on career studies. In 
the Fall of 1985, a new liberal arts curriculum 
was introduced, which led quickly to the devel
opment of the Centenary Seminars, the heart of 
the program. Instituting four-year majors in 
English and history followed soon after. As 
part of the transition to a more focused pro
gram better balanced between careers and the 
liberal arts, 95 courses were eliminated across 
the curriculum-and no one complained. 

With academics beginning to improve, Dr. 
Bennett then tackled the upgrading of the fac
ulty to a level acceptable for a four-year col
lege. In addition to emphasizing the necessity 
of terminal degrees for faculty, she set in mo
tion a task force that drew up a collegial gover
nance document. It changed the faculty's 
relationship with the Board of Trustees from 
an adversarial to a cooperative one, and in
creased the faculty's professional standing. 
Unlike in the past, there were now committees 
that included faculty as well as board mem- · · 
bers. 

The Hackettstown community was at first 
uneasy with a woman president at the college 
on the hill, but Dr. Bennett added to her 
already full plate of challenges the need to im
prove community relations. In 1985 she was 
elected to the Board of Directors of the 
Hackettstown Chamber of Commerce. Over 
the years, the College's interaction with the 
town has continued to increase. 

In 1986 an event with long-range implica
tions occurred: A summer session was held 
that offered a variety of programs to both men 
and women. Not only were the summer day 
sessions coeducational, but coeducational 
housing was available as well. 

Two more facets of the College's revital
ization occupied Dr. Bennett's attention: 
strengthening the historical ties with the United 
Methodist Church, and establishing a firm in
ternational component. In 1987, after consider-

The Right Time Comes 
The issue of whether Centenary should go coed 
continued to be raised, but now the times were 
different. In fact, in addition to the summertime 
program, there was already de facto coeduca
tion, since there were men in the Education 
Division. They had come to campus through the 
Continuing Education Division, which had been 
coed since its inception in 1976, but the 12-
credit practicum made them technically part of 
the full-time student body. Several surveys and 
~tudies pointed to the fact that, for Centenary in 
Its northwestern New Jersey location, going 
coed was the right choice. 

Many women students, particularly seniors, 
were upset by the announcement that the Col
lege would be coed in the Fall of 1988. They 
felt the school would be diminished by the 
influx of men, but in fact, the transition was 
smooth. The times were right for the change. 
The following Fall, the next step was taken 
when on-campus housing was provided for men. 

Dr. Bennett's early recruitment efforts 
toward the Far East were bearing fruit, and in 
Spring 1989 the frrst group of students from 
Obirin College in Japan came for an intensive 
study of the English language and American 
culture. Full-time students were arriving from all 
the Pacific Rim countries, and from many Euro
pean countries as well. The College was begin
ning to develop a more diversified look as its 
international component began a steady climb. 

The student body at Centenary was reflect-

ing another change taking place in many col
leges around the country: students beyond the 
typical college age were corning back to 
school. They were defmed with the newly 
coined term "non-traditional." At Centenary 
they formed a group called "On Our Own," 
held an open house and published a monthly 
newsletter. 

To steer the college through such swift 
changes, a Strategic Plan was developed in 
1988. It addressed every facet of the College's 
goals and commitments, and helped to smooth 
the lingering problems that accompanied the 
enormous change from a school with a two
year mentality to one with a four -year one. 

In 1989 Cardy Gemma was hired as athle
tic director and given the challenge of forming 
a male sports program and strengthening the 
women's program as well. Today, both the 
men's basketball team (which dates from 1989) 
and the men's soccer team (formed in 1990) 
are gaining respectful attention in their leagues 
and in the press, while the women's sports, 
especially basketball, volleyball, and softball, 
are achieving impressive records. And the 
equine riding team is again within striking dis
tance of the top prize in the IHSA nationals
in Spring 1992 they came in second. 

Ringing Praise for Progress 
Centenary went through such rapid changes in 
the final years of the 1980s that it was a vastly 
different school by the turn of the decade. 
Eighty percent of the faculty now had termi
nal degrees in their field-the appropriate 
credentials for a four-year college. Following 
the disappointing Middle States report of 
1985, the College had been required to report 
to the accrediting organization practically 
yearly, and now Centenary was given ringing 
praise for its great progress. 

With the curriculum on track, the faculty 
impressive, the Methodist connection frrmly 
re-established and the annual giving totals up, 
one major area still needed work. In the Fall 
of 1992, Dr. Bennett (now Dr. Bennett-Smith 
following her marriage a year earlier) was 
able to announce that Centenary's long-term 
debt had been completely eliminated. It was a 
tremendous accomplishment in a time when 
most private schools were still struggling to 
keep afloat. "Now we will be able to increase 
the use of our resources in construction, pro
gram development and overall improvement 
of the quality of campus life," commented Dr. 
Bennett -Smith. 

In 1992 two peripheral sections of the Col
lege made news. The Children's Center, oper
ated for the community under the auspices of 
the Education Division, became one of the first 
pre-schools in the country to be accredited by 
the prestigious National Academy of Early 
Childhood Programs. And the Northwest New 
Jersey Regional Women's Center, which also 
serves the community and had been partially 
supported by Centenary for five years, was 
brought completely under Centenary's wing to 
prevent its failure from lack of funds. 

The list of other changes, improvements 
and adaptations is long. Among them are 
the Educational Opportunity Fund (which 
offers assistance to underprepared students), 
the alteration of campus facilities to make 
them accessible to disabled people, the 
improvement of the library, and the establish
ment of the computer center. Centenary's 
international outreach has even e~tended to 
the Eastern European countries of Poland 
and Hungary. 

While modern adjustments are being 
made, attention is also being paid to Cente
nary's remarkable history. In the Seay Build
ing, Whitney Chapel was renovated in 1989 
and the Front Parlours are being restored to 
their former grandeur. Even the front doors 
h~ve re-emerged into their full glory-strip
pmg off years of white paint revealed hand
some carved tiger-eye maple doors with brass 
fittings. 

In March 1991, the College embarked on a 
yearlong celebration of its 125 years. With 
blue-and-white banners flying from lamp 
posts along Hackettstown's Main Street and 
festive events all year long, the College is 
understandably proud of its accomplishments. 
There are many challenges still-it's impos
sible to imagine an institution without them
but Centenary is definitely, in the president's 
words, "preparing students to lead successful 
and satisfying lives in the world which is 
rushing at us." 

This article by Suzanne Samson is drawn from 
archival materials and the gracious reminiscences 
of colleagues who were there. ~ 



Manno. Her two daughters graduated from 
Centenary-Ann with a B.A. in 1977, and 
Chris with an A.A. in 1978. Ann was married 
in the Chapel in 1977. "It feels like home 
here," said Sandy, and it's easy to see why. 

Helen Kalenak is next with 25 years; you 
can read her story on page 3. 

Joan Marshall has been at Centenary for 
24 years-the first dozen working in "The 
Griddle," which is now Tilly's, and the last 12 
working part--time at the- switchboard. She 
remembers the days when there was dancing 
to a live band every Friday evening at the 
back of the grill, and the girls wore their 
white jackets and skirts so much there was a 
constant need for the cbycleaning service in 
the basement of the Seay Building. In spite of 
the change to coeducation, things haven't 
changed too much on the switchboard, she 
says. "The women get a lot more calls than 
the men." 

Even though Joan's husband has retired, 
she doesn't plan to change her schedule. "I 
like working on the switchboard, and I love to 
work," she said. "It keeps you young." 

Shirley Pitt~ at 12 years the newest mem
ber of the team, works during the normal day
time hours and is the only full-time person. 
''I'll say one thing," she said, "Dr. Bennett
Smith is the best president I've worked under. 
She's a caring president, and a hard worker. I 
think she probably even works while she's 
sleeping." 

nmr~~11en "EJiiVPtian;s" who took part in 
the Hackettstown Halloween parade get a 
helping hand from Paul Santumo '93 and 
Margaret Wieteszka '96. They were among 
34 Centenary students who helped organize 
several hundred goblins and ghosties from 
area elementary schools for the parade. "We 
couldn't have managed without them," said 
Cathy Hall, a m~mber of the Hackettstown 
Trade Association, the parade's organizers. 
The students represented Students In Free 
Enterprise (SIFE), the Centenary College 
Seminar on "The Individual and Community," 
Theta Epsilon Nu (Peith) and Sigma Epsilon 
Phi sororities, and Omega Rho fraternity. To 
thank them, the trade association presented 
the students with a special banner. 

Ger1ten1ary in early 
December to speak to students in History Pro
fessor Ray Frey's class on "American Social, 
Political and Economic Systems." Five days 
earlier, Littell had been named chair of the 
New Jersey Republican Party. Her forthright 
analysis of party politics and of the reasons 
for the Republican losses in November gener
ated a lively discussion. 

a manufacturer ofhigh-end resort wear, spoke 
at the Fashion Division's Fall Fashion Day on 
December 4. Mahmet (left) joined fashion 
students Margaret Wieteszka '96, Lyn Crouse 
'93 and Tyanio Whitaker '94 to look at the 
exhibit of student creations. 

By Chris Allen '92 

This year, in its third season, 
the team-mostly freshmen-achieved a 13-
2-2 record under the direction of head coach 
Ed Armand and the new assistant coach, Nick 
Pappas. Of the six returning upperclassmen, 
only four were starters last year. Armand said, 
"I had a lot of talent, but it needed to be 
focused." That's just what he was able to do. 

The team was undefeated at home, and lost 
only one game in their conference. At the end 
of the season, freshman Al Mensah was se
lected for the Jersey 9 All-Star Team and was 
named as the conference's Co-Rookie of the 
Year. Also selected to the All-Star Team was 
sophomore Winslow Fleurimond. 

Vollley~lall: Finii~hiTll:t 18-8, this was 
the best season yet for the women. The team 
placed second in their division and took first 
place in the WIAC tournament at Ramapo. 
Leading the team was co-captain Leslie 
Collier, who was named to the first team of the 
WIAC All-Stars and to the Jersey 9 first team. 
Freshman twins Jill and Jodi Webster were 
also selected for the All-Stars, and freshman 
Dana Duff received an honorable mention. 

Next season the Cyclones will be without 
five-year head coach Karen VanDerhoof, who 
has left Centenary for another job. Assistant 
coach Lew Thatcher says the team will have 
five returning starters. 

Centenary's strong riding 
team is again in the race for the division title. 
"The riders have done well and they're earn
ing their share of ribbons at each show," said 
assistant coach Cindy Barber. 

As of the end of January, they were holding 
onto second place by five points, with four 
shows left in the season. Barber is very optimis
tic. "Placing second or third out of 15 teams at 
each show is pretty good, and we hope to hit 
the regionals and nationals," she said. 

team has played 
some great basketball in the past, and this year 
is proving no different. By the end of January, 
the lady Cyclones were 5-5. Coach Dave Yob 
said, "We've done what I've expected, if not 
more." This year's team was averaging about 
66 points per game, compared with 55 the last 
couple of years. 

Ba!;ke!lba1ll: The men were off to a diffi
cult start this season, with an early record of 
4-12. Highlights were Kevin Boswell's All
Tournament selections for the Mount Saint 
Mary's and Moravian tournaments, scoring 
102 points in four games. 

new sport will be added to 
next fall's schedule. Women's soccer will debut 
under the direction of Dave Y ob, who also 
coaches women's basketball and softball. The 
plan was to start the program two years from 
now, but a campus stirvey revealed a strong 
interest, so the schedule was speeded up. 

Centenary fmishes up its 
athletic season with women's softball, from 
March 24 through April 26. Coach Dave Y ob 
is looking forward to a successful season. 
Their home games will be against Fairleigh
Dickinson (J\1arch 24, 3:30p.m.), St. Joseph 
(March 27, 1 p.m.), Rutgers-Newark (April!, 
3:30p.m.), Ramapo (April6, 3 p.m.) and St. 
Elizabeth (April21, 2:30p.m.). All but the 
game on March 27 are double-headers. 

This past fall was the first 
showing for the cross country club team, with 
staff member Glenna Warren guiding the run
ners. Since cross country is not a varsity sport 
at Centenary, most of the club's eight mem
bers joined for fitness, although a few more 
established runners joined to compete. "It's 
tough to recruit runners because the cross 
country season is at an awkward time, and 
other sports and activities have already taken 
away the athletes," said Warren. Nevertheless, 
the team performed respectably in three meets 
and several local races. 

The Centenarian is published regularly by the Office of 
Public Relations and Publications at Centenary College 
in Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840. Please allow eight 
weeks for a change of address. 

Centenary has received the following founda
tion support for 1992-1993: 

• The Presser Foundation of Pennsylvania, 
which focuses its support on music in accred
ited colleges and universities, has pledged 
$45,000 to be given over the next three years 
to restore to its former splendor the Odell pipe 
organ in Whitney Chapel. The work will be 
done by Instrument Technologies Systems of 
Closter, NJ. This grant enables the $60,000 
project to get underway. 

• The George Edward Durell Foundation in 
Virginia has donated $20,000 to the Eastern 
European Scholarship Program, funding a stu
dent currently studying at Centenary. 

• The Jephson Educational Trust in New 
York has given $5,000 to the same program, 
partially covering the scholarship costs for 
another student. 

• The Clara L.D. Jeffery Trust in New Jer
sey has granted $10,000 to Centenary's Equine 
Studies program, which will be applied to three 
Equine students studying in London this spring. 

• The Margaret Darrin Charitable Trust in 
New Jersey donated $3,000 to support pro
grams and activities at the Northwest New 
Jersey Regional Women's Center at Cente
nary. The center reaches out to the local com
munity as well as the campus. 

• A New Jersey foundation that wishes to 
remain anonymous granted $5,000 to build the 
handicapped access ramp to the Ferry Arts and 
Music Building. The grant covered more than 
half of the construction. 

• The Beneficial Foundation in Delaware 
has given $1,000 to support various institu
tional initiatives. 

Recently, I read over 54 
sets of minutes from 1975 
to October 1991-the 18 
years previous to when I 
called to order my first 
meeting as president of the Alumni Associa
tion. Four points struck me about those years: 

1. Many loyal alumni in the association or 
as trustees have helped shape and carry out 
the College's mission of providing quality 
education. 

2. As society has changed, Centenary has 
refocused its educational programs to be com
petitive in preparing students for their futures. 

3. Centenary may be quite different from 
when you and I were students. 

4. The Alumni Association has remained 
constant in promoting the interests of the Col-
lege and its alumni. · 

When you return to campus on May 22 for 
Reunion, you will find an affirmation of each 
of those points. You '11 have the chance to 
learn more about Centenary's mission. You'll 
observe energized young women and men 
interacting and learning from a challenging 
curriculum. You'll see how the campus has 
changed, and faculty will be present to answer 
any of your questions. And you '11 have the 
chance to talk with board members, trustees 
and your classmates. 

The Alumni Day Committee, the Alumni 
Board and I want to encourage as many of you 
as possible to return on May 22. This will be 
an anniversary reunion for those whose gradu
ation years end in 3 or 8. But it will be a 
memorable reunion for all who come. Would 
you consider calling two or three classmates to 
urge them to join you in coming to Reunion? 

At that first Alumni Association board 
meeting that I chaired in October 1991, I set 
as our goal more "outreach" to alumni to 
re-establish weakened links. We need you to 
reach out. Especially if you are a member of 
the classes that end in 3 or 8, we need your 
ideas and your assistance to help increase 
attendance at Reunion. Please call the College 
at (908) 852-1400, ext. 336, to lend a hand. 

Lucinda Thomas Embersits '59 
President, Alumni Association 
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The Executive Board of the Centenary Col
lege Alumni Association presents the follow
ing slate of officers to be voted upon at the 
annual meeting on May 22: 

President: Lucinda Thomas Embersits '59 
(incumbent) 

First Vice-President: Maria Elena Jennette '89 
(incumbent) 

Second Vice-President: Raymonde Maurice '89 
Treasurer: James Belton '88 (incumbent) 
Nominating Director: Kate Lenig-Shayner '82 

(incumbent) 
Recording Secretary: Patricia V am Mahaffey '77 
Corresponding Secretary: Donna Anderson 

Furda '89 

Each year since 1983, Centenary has pre
sented the Van Winkle Award to honor a per
son of outstanding personal or professional 
distinction. The award was established by 
former Trustee and Mrs. Arthur Van Winkle. 

The 1993 award will be given on Saturday, 
May 22, during Alumni/Commencement 
Weekend. The recipient will be recognized 
for meeting one or more of these criteria: 
unus.ual accomplishments, service to the 

comirlunity-at-large, service to Centenary and 
bringing honor to the College. Alumni and all 
others closely associated with Centenary are 
eligjb1e. 

Please send your nomination by April 9 to: 
· Th~ Van Winkle Award Committee, Alumni 
Office, Centenary College, 400 Jefferson 
Street, Hackettstown, NJ 07840. 

This year, the Centenary College community 
is saying thank-you to donorsin a very special 
way. 

Members of the Cornelius Walsh Society 
(for donors of $1,000 and above) will receive 
books or other publications by our faculty 
(signed by the author), theater passes to Cen
tenary Performing Arts Guild (CP AG) events, 
a Centenary mug and an invitation to a special 
recognition event.·-., 

Members of the Dean Hight Club ($500 to 
$999 level) will receive a mug, theater passes 
and a Centenary T -shirt, as well as an invita
tion to a recognition event. 

Members of the Tower Club (donors at the 
$250 to $499 level) will receive theater 
passes, a Centenary mug and a Centenary 
magnetized emblem. 

Members of the Century Club ($1 00 to 
$249) will receive special window displays 
with the Centenary logo. 

While these tokens of our appreciation 
come from the Development Office, they 
really represent the thanks of every Centenary 
College student whose experience will be 
enhanced through your generosity. For more 
information, call the Centenary College De
velopment Office at (908) 852-1400, ext. 367. 

"UPS enjoys funding special 
projects," said Carol A. Fitzpatrick (center), 
UPS district personnel manager, in delivering 
a check to President Stephanie Bennett-Smith 
(left) and Vice President for Development 
Lynn Gangone. The gift made possible a 
special banner. "We wanted to acknowledge 
the terrific accomplishment of Centenary's 
equine team's taking second place in the Inter
collegiate Horse Show Association (IHSA) 
national competition," Fitzpatrick said. 

"Centenary provides us with excellent 
interns," she noted, "arid we are very pleased 
with our association with the College." 
Stephanie Hulse '93, a business major, is serv
ing as a UPS intern this year. 
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Your classmates would love to hear what you're 
doing--please drop your class correspondent a note 
about what you've been up to, professionally and per
sonally. We're pleased to include news of births and 
marriages-but after this issue, we're asking correspon
dents not to include news about pregnancies and en
gagements. 

luana Frederick Cottrell 
R.D. #2, Box 52, Cream Ridge, NJ 08514 
(609) 758-7856 

I had a lovely birthday last April and am 81 now. I 
am feeling pretty well but can't seem to get the strength 
back into my legs after my operation. 

My daughter's two children are growing up. Bonnie 
was 18inDecemberandRyanis 14.Ihaveasixthgreat
grandchild expected in late March. 

Alida Oakley Soons 
P.O. Box 18, Rumson, NJ 07760 (908) 842-0406 

Constance Koss Hoffman 
3301 Moore Lane, Fort Collins, CO 80526 
(303) 226-2142 

Well, I did it! I wrote or telephoned each of you after 
Alumni Day. If you haven't heard from me, it is because 
you are "lost." Several letters were returned to me for 
want of a better address. Does anyone know where 
Barbara Rundell Beddow is? Mail sent to 4221 S. Lee 
St., Spokane, W A 99203 was returned. 

There have been a lot of changes-even in some 
nicknames. Remember "Hacky"? Amelia Hackman 
Cortesisknownas"Amy"now.Herswasthefirstreply. 
She wrote, "We have moved from the farm we had for 
29 years to a retirement house, which we just love. The 
farm had become too much work. For years we lived in 
Bogota and "visited" in the States, but this is now home. 
I am rushing to the P.O. with this to ask you to stop by 
on your way up the coast from D.C. Gabe and I would 
love to see you and George ... " What a nice invitation! 
I telephoned "Hacky" (I mean Amy) to let her know we 
were not going to be near Kennett Square, PA, and were 
on too tight a schedule to see them this time. Their son 
is in Lubbock, Texas, and she and Gabe were planning 
to vacation in Lugano, Switzerland. They do get around! 

Another lady who gets around is Dorothy Lyon 
Smith. Because of a mix-up in addresses, my letter to 
"Smyth" was returned, and so I telephoned her in 
Bronxville, NY. Since her retirement from an executive 
search company in Greenwich, CT, she has been very 
active with the senior citizens of Bronxville, a group 
that does good in the village. They participate in local 
services, hold educational meetings and travel to 
places of interest In September, Dot flew to Paris. 
She's been to China, the Mediterranean, Canada 
and Alaska! 

Another mixed-up address led me to call Mary 
Robson Young, down in Dallas. We had a nice chat. She 
and Drew had three boys. They now have four grand
sons and two granddaughters. Mary and Drew volunteer 
with Hospice, Meals on Wheels and other philanthropic 
organizations. Mary mentioned Mildred Ort. 

I had not written to Mildred Henrietta Vey Ort 
because she's listed under '39 in my alumni directory. 
She and Paul sold their home in Vero Beach, FL, and 
expect to be in Hackettstown this winter. They have two 
sons and two grandsons, one of whom was married in 
October. Mildred and I had a good chat, too! 

It's so nice to have an excuse to call classmates. The 
friendships formed at Centenary become more precious 
with every passing year. When I telephoned you, friends, 
I made notes that I find hard to decipher now. If I have · 
made any boo-boos, let me know, and I shall straighten 
them out for the next Centenarian! 

Remember "Fave"? Jean Favor Bailey's husband is 
a retired brigadier general. They live in Sequim, W A. 
She wrote that she had forgotten about "Fave" and 
signed her name "Jean." She said, "I can only bore you 
with lists of campgrounds, museums and fishing holes." 
She mentioned lobster in Maine, and nieces and neph
ews in Grand Junction, CO (about a six-hour drive from 
me). I think the Baileys travel as we do, though they 
travel by trailer more than we use our camper. 

Helen Allen Downing wrote from Salisbury, MD, 
that her 97-year-old mother lives with her. A daughter 
and two grandchildren live near her. Another daughter 
and three grandchildren live near Williamsburg, VA. 
"They are all a joy to me, as you can imagine. I keep busy 
with volunteer work-church, hospital, etc.," she writes. 
Her husband, Jack, passed away in 1986. 

Betty Hevener Farnsworth wrote from Fallbrook, 
CA. "Really haven't much news-we've lived out here 
for lOyears, and love it. We are onagolfcourseand both 
play. I do a lot of gardening-belong to a bridge club-
lead a good life." She and Don have two daughters, a son 
and five grandchildren. She keeps in touch with Hattie
Harriet Jones Gulick. Hattie is still in New Jersey. I 
haven't heard from her since our last Alumni Day, but 
she had previously given me pictures of the Farnsworths 
and the Baileys. That was so thoughtful! I wish everyone 
would send me pictures. 

Some of you may not remember Kathryn R. Rau. 
Kay sent a lovely picture-she is still a gorgeous straw
berry blonde-how does she DO that? She wrote, "After 
finishing a year at Centenary, I went on to Brown 
University for three years, matriculating in sociology." 
That's why she isn't listed in our old Hack. But I 
remember Kay. We saw one another on the dance floor 
at Jenkinson's Dance Pavilion at Point Pleasant Beach, 
NJ, some years back-quite a few years back! Remem
ber Swing and Sway with Sammy Kaye? He got his start 
at Jenkinson's. Kay married her high school sweetheart, 
Charles, who became a Lutheran pastor. After serving in 
five parishes, he retired, and Kay continued as a reading 
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specialist until retirement. Their youngest, Ann, is now 
a psychotherapist who works with children who have 
problems, Karen is married, has two children and lives 
in Alexandria, VA. Tim and his family, including two 
boys, are in Baton Rouge, LA. Kay ended her letter with 
this glirripse into the past: "My mother had given Miss 
Wagner, Centenary music teacher, permission to take 
me along to NYC to the Metropolitan Opera. Ellen 
Osborn's father sent his car to pick us up! It sounds like 
a dream world!" 

Junie Little Porter wrote fiom Ormond Beach, FL. 
She asked a lot of questions about classmates, and I've 
attempted to answer them. Ted is retired from the Air 
Force and is in business for himself, and J unie helps him 
in the office. She mentioned that their oldest daughter, 
Sue, moved to Ormond from Massachusetts in July with 
her family. Maybe she will tell me more later. She saw 
Helen Littell Alden '39 andJohnnieHerman Broder '37 
at a mini-reunion last winter in Vero Beach, FL. 

Marty W oitscheck wrote from Yarmouth, MA. 
I hope the big storms there did not touch her. Her 
daughter (recently widowed) lives in NYC, and Marty 
visits her frequently. Her son has been transferred to 
Zurich, Switzerland, for a few years, and she is planning 
a visit to see him, his wife and three teenage sons. She 
does volunteer work for Hospice of Cape Cod for a half 
day every weekday. 

Since we saw Pris Ritter Ulrichs last February 
(1992) in Florida, we have kept up a fairly decent 
correspondence. She visited friends in Charlotte, VA, in 
July, and was looking forward to seeing friends and 
foliage in Harrisburg, PA, in October. In addition to her 
church activities, she worked to register voters before 
the election. Since the time Hurricane Andrew blew into 
Florida, she's been sorting, folding, labeling, etc., with 
The Salvation Army for those unfortunates. Sarasota 
was not touched. As Pris wrote, "Maybe it takes a 
catastrophe of this magnitude to bring out the good." 

Marg Brunn MacMurray wrote that all was well in 
Daytona Beach. She came to see me for a week in 
October. We had just finished adding extra space to our 
den and one bedroom, and she was a big help putting 
things back in order! Last January (1992) she took a 
cruise to some of the South Sea Islands, New Zealand 
and Australia, where she spent all of her time in the 
hospital with respiratory problems before she could 
return home. She combined her trip to our 55th Reunion 
with a visit to see her 15th grandchild. 

I hope I hear from the others who have not written, 
and I hope that those of you who have written will write 
again. I promise to answer by letter or telephone! Best of 
all would be to have you visit in person. Then we could 
really catch up. We expect to be home from June until 
next January. The welcome mat is always out. 

Margaret Milzer Emmons 
1895 Crimson Court, Toms River, NJ 08755 
(908) 914-1824 

Helen Littell Alden (co-correspondent) 
R.D. #3, Box 319, Branchville, NJ 07826 
(201) 948-4956 

Joyce Olsen Dunigan (co-correspondent) 
132 Hibiscus Way, Leesburg, FL 34748-8658 
(904) 787-6193 

We went north to visit family, but because I got such 
a miserable cold-about the worst I've ever had-we 
cut our visit short. Got over it quickly after I got home. 

During the holiday season, we missed more than 
ever our grandson serving in the Army over in Korea. 

Kathleen Underhill McGrath (Betty) 
16050 West Bay Drive, #151, Jupiter, FL 33477 
(407) 743-7682 

Doris linaberry Bartell 
1830 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 
(201) 889-2090 

Edith Bolte Kutz 
4561 Oaktree Court, Delray Beach, FL33445 
(407) 498-4388 

Editor's note: Edith received the 1992 Van Winkle 
Achievement Award and was selected as one of the 
125 Distinguished Alumni. 

More personal messages from those who attended 
our 50th Reunion: 

Juyne Kennedy Ruport: "Felt much more nostalgic 
than I thought I would today. Somehow sitting in the 
Chapel and the Dining Hall did affect me ... Just hope at 
least one of our class looks as well as the marvelous
looking lady of the Class of' 13, and that we're able to 
be here when we reach that age ... fornow-we "haven't 
changed a bit." 

Peggy Love Smith has moved into a townhouse in 
Convent Station, NJ. A widow since '89, she finds this 
a simpler way of life than coping with the acreage, 
gardens and upkeep of a larger-than-needed home. 
Peggy plays a lot of golf and bridge, and enjoys her 10 
grandchildren. She also fmds time to paint. 

Margaret Ranger Gilbert: "Was great being here at 
the Chapel and orientation ... Long talks at lunch ... Not 
enough time to be with friends you haven't seen in 
years ... Love the dean of students!" 

Lucy Zobian Leigh: "Memories-memories. It's 
been a good life for, oh, these past 50 years-but those 
four (yes, four: '38- '42) were a lot simpler. It's great to 
renew old friendships." 

Gladys Bahr Spence: "Had a great time-50 years 
have gone by? It felt like just yesterday." 

Claire Kleinfeld Strully: "It was wonderful to see 
old friends. I've beenhappilymarried for 50 years ... Have 
a son and daughter ... son married, no grandchildren ... I 
have had a good life. We've done a great deal of travel." 

Dorothy Williamson Barker (Dottie): "It is so great 
that 2 I of us came to Centenary today, and I hope we all 
make it to our 60th ... Congratulations, Edith, on receiv-' 
ing the Van Winkle A ward. We areal! very proud of you. 
After hearing all that you have done and are doing, I feel 
like I have been standing still." 

Alice Rogers Murphy: "Married 46 years ... super 
happy ... great guy ... two boys, John and Joey, and 
one girl, Peggy. Miss my Labradors-old age ... 
Love seeing all the 'girls' and Centenary 
... Congratulations, Edie." 

Carolyn Sundstrom Dearden: "Widowed 
five and a half years ... Good to see everyone ... We 
didn't look too old! I have two sons and one daughter 
and four grandchildren." 

My own thoughts about reunion: It is so great to be 
at Centenary. I hadn't visited the campus in at least 21 
years (since re-marrying). The steps seem steeper! Dis
tances to the Seay Building and Library are longer 
(getting old). But the wonderful Centenary spirit is alive 
and well. After 10 minutes with our classmates, it's like 
graduation was yesterday and our love for each other 
warm and close. Love to you all, and you missed a 
GREAT DAY." . 

Patricia Beers Cost moved back to Canton, NC, 
after a time in the hospital this summer. Her new address 
is 26 Sunset Drive, Canton, NC, 28716~ and her phone 
is (704) 648-5181. She would love to hear from anyone 
from our class, as she has no family nearby. 

Georgine Hill Mendillo 
222 Harbour Drive #212, Naples, FL 33940-4071 
(813) 649-4708 

Our 50th Reunion will be on May 22. Please 
everyone, try to come! 

Sue Brinkerhoff Irvine has moved to a townhouse at 
42 Meadowview Lane, Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922. 
She loves it and is coming to our reunion. 

C.J. Bartlett Maxwell is spending the winter at 
2319-0 ViaPuerta, Laguna Hills, CA 92653. She hopes 
to come east for May 22. 

Marcia-Marie Weber Canavello is selling her Long 
Island home and moving to the Eastern Shore of Mary
land. She is definitely coming to the reunion. 

ConnieLucaa Savage is going to fly up to Centenary 
with me in May. Jane Schlegel Anderson is not sure yet. 
Bob and Jane had a lovely time in Switzerland last 
September. 

Jean McKendrick Pennell will be coming to Naples 
in March again. They have been traveling this year from 
California; Virginia; Buffalo, NY; Charleston, NC; and 
their new "camp" house in Michigan's Upper Penin
sula. They have great hunting and fishing there. 

Mary "Dennie" Baldwin Foster still lives in Ari
zona. After Centenary, Dennie graduated from Colum
bia-Presbyterian Nursing School. She retired after 15 
years in psychiatric nursing. Mary's husband died in 
1985. She has traveled to Australia, New Zealand, 
Russia and England, and camped on the Gobi Desert! 
She took the "great circle" route in 1992, coming back 
to New Jersey by way of Alaska. She sailed across the 
Gulf of Alaska in a typhoon-very exciting. We hope 
Dennie will have no trouble traveling from Arizona to 
Hackettstown on May 22. 

Jack and I had a busy traveling year. We visited 
Barbados, Mexico, the Poconos and his 50th Yale 
reunion. Our trip in September surpassed them all. We 
spent two weeks in an apartment in Paris, then a week in 
the Italian Alps and ended with a week on the French 
Riviera at St. Raphael's. We just returned from Christ
mas in Connecticut. See you at our 50th! 

Betty Dickinson Dunlap 
8 BeechcliffRoad, Camp Hill, PA 17011 
(717) 761-1714 

Talked to Evelyn Bahr Nichols in Clinton, CT. Evie 
still works full time as a retail operations manager. Her 
four children are scatt~red with her eight grandchildren. 

Sympathy is extended to Marion Walters Van Fleet 
on the loss of her husband, Lawrence, on November 29. 

Ruth Kammelhor Hanson and I attended our 50th 
high school reunion this fall. It was wonderful fun and 
a good reminder for all of you that our 50th Reunion is 
in '94. Be sure to make plans to attend. 

Barbara Wheatly Murray 
89 Kensington Road, Bronxville, NY 10708 
(914) 337-2134 

Audrey Limblom Kleissler loves living in Indiana. 
She and her husband, Howard, spend February and 
March in Venice, FL. They both have fought the big "C" 
but are "thankfully doing well today," they report. They 
enjoy seeing their four children and five grandchildren. 

Jean Walborn Farenholz, a widow since '89, lives 
alone in New Jersey with her dog. She retains her sense 
of humor. Her son, one of four children, has recently 
moved from Arkansas to be near her. 

Phoebe Parry-Jonas Tyler spent Christmas in 
England with her two married children and her grand
son, Alex. She and Reggie returned home to Tenerife in 
the Canary Islands after the holidays. 

Betty Hall Woodbury keeps busy with many chari
table activities and is very active in barbershop quartet 
singing. Her group has traveled to Europe and around 
the Unit~d States. I envy her energy. 

I am sorry to tell you of the deaths of Jean Roy 
Thomas and her hitsband this past year. They passed 
away within months of one another. We will miss Jean. 

Betty Barnas Noble wrote me a lovely long letter 
that I placed in my answer box. I regret to say that I have 
misplaced it, but will get her news to you. 

We are searching for Freda Mekinnos. Does anyone 
know where she is? 

Janet Cady Newill and Vaun love their retirement 
home in North Carolina. They are very active in the 
United Methodist Church, and Janet was selected lay 

person of the year. She counts a doctor, a lawyer and a 
Ph.D. among her children. Vaun and Janet recently 
completed a trip around the United States. 

As for the Murrays, we are still hoping to retire to 
Florida. Our three children have deterred us. Keep in 
touch '45ers! 

Dorothy lathford lota 
3150 North East 48th Court, #403, Lighthouse Point, FL 
33064 (305) 427-4745 

Received a Christmas card from Velma Arosema 
Rudolph, but no news of where she will be traveling this 
year. Maybe for the next issue, there will be more news. 
Girls, take five minutes to drop a line or two. 

Elfie Hill Monk 
18 Van Buren Court, Westbury, NY 11590 
(516) 334-4279 

Naoma Muller Morganstein 
700 Misty Pines Circle G-203, Naples, FL 33942 
(813) 4343-0190 

It was so good to hear from a few class members. 
Betty Thole Scott and Bob sold their Long Island, NY, 
home just before the slump, and moved up to their 
summer home full time. They love the Adirondack 
Mountains. Their new address is: P.O. Box 77, Paul 
Smiths, NY 12970. 

Marilyn Rudiger Bongard and Chuck are still enjoy
ing Severna Park, MD. Marilyn has kept busy with 
many cultural and volunteer organizations.· She still gets 
together with Janice Bickley Bradherring. I recently 
received a note from Betty Schaumburg Greenwood. 
I'm looking forward to having lunch with her the next 
time she is in Naples; She will be doing her puppet 
shows and ventriloquism at our mall! Betty lives in 
Tampa, FL. 

I also learned that Georgine Hill Mendillo, 1943 
class correspondent, and I are both members of the 
Naples Woman's Club. I still do volunteer work and 
belong to the Naples Quilt Guild. 

We recently flew up to Washington, D.C., to share 
in the joys of the holidays with all of our family. They 
drove down from Massachusetts and Connecticut to 
stay at the home of Jill and Bryan in Rockville, MD. It 
was wonderful to have them all under one roof again. 

I was saddened to hear of Jane Klee Reed's passing. 
I had enjoyed her so much as my teacher, and am glad 
she came and spoke to me while she was attending her 
50th Reunion at Centenary. 

It only takes a few moments-please jot a note to 
me. We don't want to lose touch with one another. I 
realize that my mail has been messed up due to changes 
in our address. However if you do come this way, please 
call me, I'd love to see you. If you do not come this way, 
WRITE! 

Debora Ettinger Moss 
14710 North Shotgun Place, Tucson, AZ 85737-8811 
(602) 825-2367 

Joan Dalrymple got together with Marti Douglas 
Swan and her husband, John, over Labor Day weekend, 
when they all visited Dottie Kruse Garrigan '50 and her 
husband, Joe, in San Diego. Marti and John still reside 
in Phoenix. Joan moved to Florida six years ago from 
Northern Virginia and lives in the Daytona Beach area. 

Irene Riche Denyse 
9 Mindy Drive, Moorestown, NJ 08057 
(609) 235-7720 

Peggy Kocher 
851 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ 07091 
(201) 464-8357 

Elna Bisbee Meador 
Box 316, Cornwall, NY 12518 
(914) 534-7619 

Karen Nelson Drake 
55 Barrows Avenue, Rutherford, NJ 07070 
(201) 939-5290 

May 22, 1993, is a very important day for us, the 
Class of' 53. It's our 40th Reunion, and I do hope you are 
making plans to be a part of this happy occasion. I'm 
planning on being there. Will I see you? 

I know Nancy Davis Malott is hoping to make the 
trip. How do I know? She told me in a letter-it's the 
first time she will have returned to campus since we left 
in May 1953. I called Nancy and we had a nice chat. She 
lives in Marietta, GA, and manages an office for a 
chiropractor. Her husband, Mike, died unexpectedly in 
1991. Her home is on the market (too bigforherand the 
two dogs), but she will stay in the Marietta area where 
both of her children live. 

It was so wonderful to get your note and then to talk 
to you, Nancy. Do wish more of the '53ers would write. 

In the last Centenarian, I mentioned how our former 
classmate, Lois DeLorenzo, had contacted me and we 
had a wonderful visit via the phone. I have just learned, 
when I tried to call her again, that Lois died on Septem
ber 9, and her mother, whom many of you remember, 
died October 31. Lois is survived by her brother, Bill, his 
wife and two nephews. Bill is a retired colonel (U.S. 
Army) and lives in Alexandria, VA. I know that you join 
me in sending our condolences to them. Want to bet Lois 
is teeing of on The Big Golf Course! 

Dot Kay, who was the alumni secretary for several 
years, an RA in Anderson and a much-loved friend of 
Centenary's, died in October in Tucson, AZ, where she 
had retired in the mid '70s. 

A Christmas card from Madalyn Montana Smith 
says that as shocking as the number 40 may be, she 
wants details on our reunion and wants to be included. 
How nice to hear from you, Madalyn, after all these 
years! Looking forward to seeing you in May. 



Our profiles for this issue, in conjunction with 
the completion of our four-part hist01y of 
Centena~y, are of several of the people who 
have been associated with the College for 
exceptionally long periods of time. 

E nglish Professor Harry Strickhausen 
received a postcard from a student 10 

years after she had graduated. "Yes, you're 
right, I've changed my mind about Keats!" the 
card said. "I couldn't remember our exact dis
cussion, but I certainly remembered the stu
dent," Harry commented with his broad smile. 

Harry came to Centenary in September 
1969, and in the more than 23 years since then, 
he's engaged in stimulating dialogue with a 
great number of students. "My favorite day is 
Alumni Day," he said. "Students from 22 or 23 
years ago come back, and they still remember 
me!" 

Three Centenary presidents have served 
during his Centenary years: Dr. Edward W. 
Seay for the first seven years; Dr. Charles Dick 
for nine years and now Dr. Stephanie Bennett
Smith. "I think the school is going through a 
rapid transition period," Harry said. "It's 
changing for the better, with all the new pro
grams and new majors. Some wonderful fac
ulty members have come in, and with our 
closeness to New York and Philadelphia, I 
have a feeling we're going to continue to be
come much better." 

During his years at Centenary, Harry has 
taught "probably 20 courses," ranging widely 
over the English Department, and occasionally 
out of it. Some of his favorites have been on 
Shakespeare, Chaucer, Latin, English literature 
from Beowulf to the present, the Romantic 
period, classical literature, the contemporary 
novel and the history of England. Pressed to 
name his top favorite course, Harry names 
"The Short Story." "I spend seven or eight 
weeks on Chekhov," he said. "I like his human 
qualities and his fine characterizations." 

Another special interest is the poetry of 
Horace. The Horatian Encyclopedia, a two
volume work on the Roman poet that will be 
published by Enciclopedia Italiana in Rome in 
1993, asked him to write on "arithmology" in 
Horace. Harry's analysis of the high degree of 
order that Horace incorporated into his work 
over 2,000 years ago has helped to settle some 
scholarly disputes on whether lines had been 
added or dropped in his poems. This is not a 
minor dispute: A.E. Housman, the early 20th
century poet, is one of the scholars whose opin
ions Harry is refuting. 

Over the years Professor Strickhausen has 
received various awards and grants. In 1980 he 
was awarded the Lindback Award for Distin
guished Teaching, and in 1987 he was named 
"Centenary Professor of the Year" by the 
Council for Advancement and Support of Edu
cation. In the fall of 1990, with professors An
gela Elliott, Robert Frail and Norman Muir, he 
received a grant to develop a Global Perspec
tives course, and in 1985-86, he obtained a 
grant from the New Jersey Division of Higher 
Education to develop a series of videotapes for 
a liberal arts study course. His one-hour docu
mentaries on Dante and Shelley are used by 
other colleges as well. 

Harry reads Latin, Italian and French, and 
has published translations of classic texts from 
each language. In addition, he has an affmity 
for Russian and has done an adaptation of the 
medieval Russian epic, "The Song of the Battle 
Igor." He has also published an extensive list 
of poems, short stories, articles and reviews. 

Harry was born in Galveston, which he 

describes as "a tropical island off the coast of 
Texas, very beautiful, but humid and prone to 
hurricanes." He received his B.A. from the 
University of Texas at Austin, with a triple 
major in English, philosophy and history. He 

earned his M.A. in English litera
ture from Wayne State University 
in Detroit, and taught there for 
several years before coming to 
Centenary as an associate profes
sor. He was named a full profes
sor in 1977. 

His extracurricular involve
ments have been varied. For four 
years starting in 1972, at the 
height of the Bobby Fischer/ 
Boris Spassky rivalry, he ran a 
chess club. In the late '70s and 
early '80s, he ran an informal 
monthly Faculty Forum, where 
faculty members discussed the 
dissertations and publications 

they were working on. He has also been the 
faculty advisor for Prism, the student literary 
magazine. Most recently he chaired the search 
committee for the vice president for Academic 
Affairs. --......._____ 

One annual event h~-been a dependable 
pleasure for both Professor Strickhausen and 
the faculty and staff: every holiday season, 
during the tree-trimming party following the 
Candlelighting Service, he settles his large 
frame into an armchair, and reads aloud from 
the classics. This year it was Dylan Thomas's 
"A Child's Christmas in Wales." 

And speaking of those long-running intel
lectual debates with students, he says, "A pro
fessor has an obligation to be as correct as he 
or she possibly can. He may not always be, but 
he must try." 

W hen Helen Kalenak began working 
part-time as a receptionist at Centenary 

College for Women in 1967, she handled the 
most crucial hours of the week for a women's 
college: 8 p.m. Saturday to 2 a.m. Sunday. "I 
had to wait until the last student came in," 
Helen said. "If they came in after 2 a.m., they 
got a 'late pers.' If they got too many, I sup
pose they would have been thrown out, but I 
don't think that ever happened." 

Over the 25 years she has been at Cente
nary, Helen has worked various hours. Now 
she's on duty three nights a week from 4 to 10 
p.m., and Saturday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

She recalls when each dorm had a dorm 
mother and a helper, usually older women. A 
sign-out book was kept at each door, and a 
student had to sign out whenever she left the 
campus, even if she was just going across the 
street to mail a letter. One result of the rules 
was that students never used the North and 
South porches, because they would have to 
sign out just to go there. 

"I remember one time when a girl had 
pains in her stomach," said Helen. "The girls 
were all very close to each other, and her 
roommates were very upset. They were all at 
the reception desk crying, and asking what 
was going to happen to her. I said, 'She has 
possible appendicitis, and they are taking her 
to the hospital.' The girls all ran out to the 
ambulance and cried and carried on. Well, 
Dean Margaret Hight, who was always im
peccably dressed, came marching back in. I 
can still see her standing there in her robe and 
slippers with her hair all awry. 'Who told 
you?' she demanded. She was annoyed be
cause it was supposed to be kept confidential, 
and besides, the girls weren't supposed to be 

outside at that hour for any reason." 
In those days, young men would wait for 

their dates in the Front Parlours. If it was a 
blind date, the student would send a friend 
down to walk by and look him over before she 
came down herself. Since male visitors had to 
wear ties, the receptionists kept some spares at -
the front desk for the hapless men who came 
without them. 

Sometimes the strict rules were frustrating 
to the students. Calls were allowed through 
the switchboard only until 10 p.m., and of 
course no one had a phone in her room. 
"Sometimes, if I felt sorry for someone who 
was desperate to talk to a girl after 10 p.m. I 
would put the call through," said Helen. "But 
then I heard about it from the dean the next 
day. Most of the dorm mothers would even 
drag the girls out of the pay phones at night" 

For a short time, Helen's sister worked at 
the front desk, and once she received a call 
from President Edward Seay: "Why did you 
let that young man in without shoes?" he de
manded. "Well," explained Helen, "she 
couldn't see his feet when he walked by the 
front desk! Dr. Seay had seen him from his 
house across the street." 

The changes that came to Centenary were 
gradual. The dress code loosened, and there 
was more freedom about going out and hav
ing guests in rooms. "The big changes came 
just before President Seay left in 1976, so that 
when Dr. Charles Dick came, everyone was 
getting used to greater freedom, but they were 
still pretty regimented compared to today," 
she said. About the way the students look 
now, Helen said, "They alllook/presentable---:
not as ragamuffin as they did for a while 
there, yet not so proper and dressed up all the 
time as they had to be before. I think they 

look nice." 
The change to being a coed col

lege wasn't overly noticeable, since 
there were always a lot of men 
around the campus in the evening. 
What Helen did like were the years 
when the school closed down for 
the summer and all the holidays. In 
the early days, the switchboard 
closed at 2 a.m., and before she left 
each night, she had to "set" it so 
that emergency calls could go to 
the night watchman. Now, of 
course, there is someone on the 
switchboard all the time. 

When Helen started at Cente
nary, her oldest son was a year old. Now he is 
26, and her second son is 24. Both are off on 
their own; one in Montana and one in Minne
sota. Helen still lives in Independence Town
ship with. her husband, Joseph, who is retired 
from the A & P. "I love it," she said. "It's a 
small, nice town." 

Then she added, "I must like it here, I've 
stayed so long. It's been interesting to see the 
different people over the years." 

I n 1959 Ruth Scarborough, then the 
director of the Centenary library, was 

struck with wanderlust and decided she 
wanted to go around the world. After thinking 
about it from June to December, she asked the 
president, Dr. Edward Seay, for an extra 
month off during the summer. With his bless
ings, she went on a 76-day trip that took her to 
a long chain of exotic places. 

A trip of such grandeur is typical of Ruth's 
expansive approach to life. She still takes 
about two trips a year. 

Ruth was born in Scranton, Pennsylvania. 
She had an identical twin sister (who has since 
died) and twin brothers five years younger. 
After graduating from Marywood College in 
Scranton, she attended Syracuse University's 
graduate library school, and held two library 
positions before coming to Centenary to be 
the director of the Learning Resource Center 
in Septe~ber 1946. She expected to stay 
"about three years." Instead, she recalled, she 
"liked the college and the people," and never 
left. She was the library director until her re
tirement in June 1982. 

When she arrived at Centenary, there were 
approximately 10,000 books. She immedi
ately began expanding the library. By 1953, it 
was up to 15,000 books, and was chosen as 
one of three libraries in the country to have its 
shelflist published as an example in the 
"Standard Catalogue for Junior College Li
braries." 

In 1954 the library had to be moved from 
its location above the old dining room in the 
Seay Building to the new Taylor Memorial 
Library building. Dr. Seay decided the books 
should be moved in one day, and so canceled 
classes. 

The entire student body was lined up by 
dorm floors, and given numbers. The girls 
came in one door of the old library, where 
Ruth and another staff member loaded first 
the right arm, then the left. The procession 
then went out the other door and crossed to 
the new library, where st:affmembers un
loaded the books-right afm, left arm
directly onto the numbered shelves. The stu
dents worked on and off for one-hour shifts
cookies and cocoa were served in the dining 
room-and the job was finished by 4 p.m. 
One student asked, "Miss Scarborough, what 
are you going to do with all the empty 
shelves? The books don't fill them." (The 
library today has approximately 74,000 vol
umes.) 

Over the years, Ruth has enjoyed most her 
interaction with the students. From 1954 until 
the mid-'70s she taught a non-credit library 
instruction course required for all students. 
With Leigh Lott, the head of the English De
partment, she co-authored "How To Write A 
Term Paper," which was given out as part of 
the three-session course. 

Ruth was the class advisor for the classes 
of 1959 and 1966. At the 1966 commence
ment in the chapel, she was called up to re
ceive a gift from the class. A shiny white 
contraption with a red leather seat was 
wheeled up. "What is it?" she asked the class 
president. It was a riding lawnmower. Just 
that Spring, Ruth had moved into her own 
home in Hackettstown, after living in faculty 
housing for many years. 

"I still have the mower, and still use it now 
and then-I love to ride it," she said. "I can 
commune with nature, and there's no phone." 
She has it serviced every other year, and it is 

still going strong. 
During her years at Cente

nary, Ruth held many positions 
in professional library associa
tions, including the presidency 
of the Junior College National 
Library Association in 1952-53. 

At her retirement in 1982, she 
was honored as professor emerita 
in library science. A guest at one 
of her many retirement parties 
was her well-known nephew, 
Chuck Scarborough, the WNBC
TV anchor. 

She has always been active in 
Hackettstown associations, and 

was a charter member and the first chair of the 
scholarship committee for the Hackettstown 
Community Hospital Auxiliary. 

She remains actively involved in Cente
nary activities. Ruth is the honorary chairper
son of the Centenary Honorary Alumni, a 
group of people recognized for having worked 
at Centenary for 10 years or more. 

Two years ago Ruth received the Van 
Winkle Award, which is awarded annually to 
a graduate or other individual closely associ
ated with Centenary who has met one or more 
of the criteria: unusual accomplishments, out
standing service to Centenary and to the com
munity and bringing honor to Centenary. In 
Ruth's case, she clearly met all the criteria. 

--Suzanne Samson 
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he renovation of Whitney Chapel, 
completed in 1990, has been so 
exhilarating for everyone associated 

with Centenary that there has been a great 
longing to move on to renovating the Front 
Parlours in the Seay Building. This summer, 
gifts dedicated for that purpose made it pos
sible to begin the process. 

The repair of the walls was the first step, 
followed by a fresh coat of the same shade of 
paint used in the chapel-a lovely pale peach. 
Already the Front Parlours had lost their 
dowdy look. When the new carpeting, a dark 
green geometric and flowered print, was laid 
in all three Parlours, suddenly everyone was 
aware of the rooms' gracious proportions. 

There was enough money left to purchase 
furniture for the first Parlour, the College 
Reception Room. 

At this point, Interior Design student 
Jamce Page '93 was asked to participate in 
designing the room. It was summertime, and 
Janice was working in the Financial Aid 
Office. The goal was to have the room ready 
for Centenary Weekend, October 16 and 17. 

Working with MichaelS. McGraw, vice 
president for Enrollment Management and 
Marketing, Janice first did some reconnoiter
ing in stores to get an idea of what was avail
able. Then she drew up a floor plan. She did 
three different versions before she and 
McGraw were satisfied. Next she prepared a 
prospective, a 17"x14" drawing with vanish
ing points and guidelines, showing everything 
planned for the room drawn exactly to scale. 

The next step was to present the floor plan, 
prospective and fabric samples to the 
College's executive staff. 

"We gave them a few alternatives to 
choose between, but basically they were happy 

Heather GodWin {I} and linda' Olson 
rescued four escaped.borses. 

with our recommendations," said Janice. 
Janice had a number of considerations in plan
ning the room. "It had to look homey and in
viting," she said, "but it also had to have 
furniture that will hold up well, since the 
room will get a lot of hard use. We certainly 
didn't want a lotoffrilly things, because it 
just wouldn't work. We weren't trying for real 
period furniture, because we wanted the room 
to look refreshing and new, but everything 
had to look right for the Victorian period." 

As for the colors for the furnishings, 
Janice explained that there are two choices: 
the furniture has to "sink into" either the walls 
or the floor. Otherwise it will look as if it 
doesn't belong in the room. 

The final design has two seating areas. 
One has two handsome dark green tapestry 
chairs that blend with the floor. The other has 
a striped peach sofa and two peach-toned 
chairs, all lighter in color and therefore blend
ing with the walls. Tables, glass-topped for 
protection, complete each grouping. 

One authentic piece was retained for the 
room: A large Victorian vitrine that displays 
Centenary memorabilia was moved from the 
Main Parlour and is now a focal point of the 
College Reception Room. Remarkably, the 
design of the room allows the heavy piece to 
look appropriate. 

The process took about a month and a half, 
and all the basic pieces were in place by the 
target date. It's amazing how closely the fin
ished room approximates the look of Janice's 
prospective. You might almost think the 
drawing had been made after the furniture was 
in place. 

What's next? For now, the funds dedicated 
for the Parlours have been exhausted. Every
one who sees the lovely new first Parlour is 
hopeful that alumni and friends will consider 
dedicating gifts that will make it possible to 
complete the renovation of the Middle and 
Main Parlor. -Suzanne Samson 

One bright morning in December, equine 
students Heather Godwin '93 and Linda 
Olson '95 took a break from studying for 
finals and went out for some groceries, As 
they droveuptothe'A&Port Route 46,they 
saw something obviously awry: four horses 
were running loofe' in an unfenced field; dan
gerously dose to the highway, and a frantic
looking policeman was watching helplessly. 

The two students parked their car and went 
to the rescue. The only tack they had was 
some polo wraps, whiCh are normally used to 
bind a horse's legs. After a brief chase, they 
managed to gain .the confidence of two of the 
horses and gotclose enough to slip the polo 

over their necks, fonningshort halters. 

By David A. Weir 

M y students get something of a'si.nprise 
when I happen to mention that I live at 

a cemetery. I am actually the third generation 
to live in the caretaker's house. My maternal 
grandfather served from 1924 to 1961, and 
then my father served from 1961 to 1992. A 
college professor like myself, my father re
tired last year. I applied for the position, and 
since I was familiar with the cemetery, I was 
appointed. 

The cemetery is not large-only about an 
acre. It is just the right size for a professor 
who spends most of his time indoors but who 
likes to get some fresh air on Saturday morn
ings, which is when we do most of the work 
of grass cutting, leaf raking and weeding. We 
hire local high school students to help. My 
father continues to assist at busy times like 
Memorial Day, when we want the cemetery to 
put on its best face, and in May, my wife en
joys helping with the gardening~ 

The cemetery is owned by the Ridgefield 
Park, New Jersey, Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, the COJlgregation of which I am a 
member. The cemetery date's from ·1852, and 
there is still an average of one burial per 
month. 

To some degree, the cemetery and the his
tory of the church that sponsors it had a lot to 
do with my choice of vocation as a historian. I 
first learned that old facts could bring an era 
alive while I helped maintain the grounds. 
Although my grandfather retired from the 
cemetery caretaker's pOSition in 1961, my 
grandparents continued to help my father for 
another 15 years, when they were well into 
their 80s. As I grew up, my grandparents
particularly my grandmother-would tell me 
stories about the families as we weeded side
by-side in front of their tombstones. 

The reemds of the cemetery provided my 
first experience in the-examination and analy
sis of primary source documents and manu
scripts. The Burial Book, for instance, lists 
1 ,600 burials, and often descendants who are 
searching for their family roots ask us to pro
vide vital statistics. We also have a Deed 
Book that lists the plots that have been sold, 
and an Index to the Burials. Using these 
records we can construct a small "snapshot" 
of a family that lived more than a hundred 
years ago. 

For example, James Wiggins was a family 
patriarch who survived three wives and died 
in 1871 at the age of 71 while married to a 
fourth. Many of his sons, daughters and 
grandchildren are buried with him in the 
Wiggins family plot. Their age of death, place 

The horses had dearly escaped from their 
fenced pasture on the other side.ofRoute 46 
through an open gate, so while the policeman 
stopped traffic, the women led the two horses 
back across the highway' with the other two 
horses following 'docilely. 

The most h(lttowing part ofthe experience 
was when an impatient woman zoomed out of 
the A&P parking lot and almost struck the 
group. The horses were so startled that Heather 
was temporarily sandwiched between tWo of 
them; Withlots of coaxing, Heather and Linda 
managed to get the four horses all the way back 
into their pen, and closed the ·gate. 

The experience was. so :rewarding that Hea
ther said afterw'ardshe mightlook for a job· .. 
with an animal rescue o:t:ganization like the 
ASPCA. 

of birth, number of children, marital status 
and other facts can be deduced and compared 
with other families from the same period, and 
a broad statistical picture can be painted for 
the entire decade. Social historians call this 
process "family reconstruction." 

We can even surmise medical phenomena: 
one family plot has four sons buried in it, each 
of whom died when he reached the age range 
of 30-34. It is intriguing to think there might 
have been a genetic cause. A serious re
searcher could delve into the local medical 
examiner's records of the era and perhaps fmd 
some clues. 

To make sure the cemetc~ry's vahiable 
records are preserved, we are creating a com
puterized database as a backup to the original 
records. In spite of the fact that the job is be
ing done by a computer-savvy high school 
student, it is a long process. 

Occasionally I am asked if I get depressed 
in my post. My response is that Bible verses 
on the tombstones attest that many who are 
buried here died "in sure and certain hope of 
the resurrection"..:_a hope that I share. 

hat is it about the Centenary switch 
board/ reception desk that generates 

such loyalty? There are four women who run 
it now (with occasional break-relief from stu
dents), and if you added together the number 
of years they have served the College, you 
would get 92. 

Sandy Manno has a total of 31, and has 
already retired twice. She began at Centenary 
working on the switchboard-the old-fash
ioned, plug-in board-at night and on week
ends. About two years later, she switched to 
working full-time when the alumni director 
asked her to become her secretary. She stayed 
.there for about three years until she got mar
ried in 1964; then she left for two years. 

"But I always loved Centenary," Sandy 
said. So she came back and worked part-time 
in the post office. Next, she became the ex
ecutive housekeeper, a post she held, and 
loved, for 10 years, until the College hired an 
outside maintenance company. 

Sandy simply moved to another part of the 
College-the print shop this time. After 15 

· years she retired. But then, a year later, when 
Shirley Pitt, the switchboard supervisor,,asked 
her to come back part-time, she thought, "Oh, 
well, I like it there, and I like to keep busy." 
Now, a little over a year later, she works on 
Sundays and fills in when she is needed. 

The 1984 Hack was dedicated to Sandy 



As I write this, it is about I 0 days before Christmas. 
The holidays this year will be difficult-first Christmas 
without Jack-but friends and family I know will help 
me through. I have just completed a series of chemo
therapy treatments at Columbia-Presbyterian in NYC. 
You all know the story: "a small, fatty tumor, nothing to 
worry about" becomes a form oflymphoma-and some
thing to worry about. Blood tests, CAT scans, spinal 
taps, MUGA scans and bone marrow tests preceded the 
chemotherapy, which lasted for six months, until De
cember. I am now looking forward to all of the wonder
ful things a new year brings. 

Speaking of wonderful things in 1993, I do hope that 
includes bringing you to campus on May 22! I want to 
see you, and so do your classmates. We have the date, 
May 22. Do I have your affirmative answer? 

NJ 07728 

Eleanor Rausch Greene 
4 Perriwinkle Circle, Sewall's Point, FL 34996 
(407) 286-1780 

A note from Bunny Wexler Weis arrived with news 
ofherfamily. Bunny has three grown daughters and two 
grandchildren, who are great athletes (they take after 
Bunny!). Her daughter, Ellen, is a science teacher, and 
Susan lived in Israel for six years and is back in the 
United States working for the Israeli Embassy. Bunny 
plays golf, works part time and enjoys traveling, but 
likes being a grandmother best! 

Joyce Tietjen Barry and her husband, Bob, cel
ebrated their 30th wedding anniversary with a trip to 
Hawaii last May. In November, they were in Brussels, 
London and Paris. It has been a good travel year! 

Evelyn Klebe Hepper received a promotion and is 
now personnel manager at B. Blumenthal & Co., Inc. Ev 
and her husband, Bob, often gettogether-with the Barrys 
for dinner and a show in New York City. 

Carol Gerber Messner wrote that her husband, Bill, 
retired in May 1991. They moved from Rochester, NY, 
to Kluka Lake, Bluff Point, NY and are enjoying their 
new life. Carol's youngest son is in college, but she has 
yet to experience the "empty nest" syndrome. 

Many thanks to Nancy Blumore Morse for keeping 
in touch. She enjoyed Centenary's December 1991 
fashion luncheon at the Plaza in NYC. 

Cindy Waters Reider took a Mediterranean cruise. 
Janey Buffington Sampson, Barbara Ehresman and 

I had a mini-reunion at our home last year. Our husbands 
let us go on and on. What fun! We talked for hours! We 
all love being grandparents. Where have all the years 
gone? 

Beverly Brenner Whittington vacations in the Stuart, 
FL, area and her mother lives in Indian River Plantation, 
so I meet Bev from time to time. 

Rachael Anderson Thompson's son, Newell, was 
married last June. 

Shirl Frey Stevens '56 sent a note that she is back 
tap-dancing and performing. Shirl and Ken's children 
are all single. 

Our family will increase by one in March. Our son 
Steve and his wife are expecting their third child, a boy. 
That will make four grandchildren for us-two boys and 
two girls. 

I had laser surgery January 5. Take a moment and 
send me your news. I hope that 1993 will bring wonder
ful things, especially good health, to all of you. 

Position open 
Blum Lehrman writes: "I have become a 

grandma, and I am very excited about it. My daughter 
Debbie and my son-in-law, Terry, have given me a 
grandson, Sean Noah, born on October26, I 992. Daugh
ter Doreen is working in Backlot Operations at Para
mount Pictures, in Hollywood and loves the California 
life. I went to visit her in May, and we also toured San 
Francisco and the Napa Valley, which was wonderful. 
Steven is a junior at Montclair State College, and has 
been accepted into an internship program at Disneyworld 
for next semester, which he is really looking forward to. 
I am now into my 14th year at the law firm in West 
Orange, and enjoying life and watching my family 
flourish." 

Position open 

Norma "Kiwi" Kwas Meador (co-correspon
Club Road, Upper Montclair, NJ 07043 

746-0387 
This issue, we have some grandbaby news to share. 

Connie Sloan's oldest son's identical twins appeared in 
"Hallmark Hall of Fame" in early February. Connie has 
experienced many changes in her life during the past 
few years. She is divorced, and continues her design 
consulting and topcoating creativity. She has a new 
horne: 138 Franklin Street, Verona, NJ 07049. 

Grange Rutan Haberman is about 80 percent fin
ished with her non-fiction book about jazz. She has 
interviewed over 200 famous artists. Her daughter, 
Grange II, graduated from Centenary in 1992 with a 
B.A. in English, and is living and working with her 
brother, Chris, in Newport Beach, CA. Grange II and 
Chris flew their mother out to California to spend the 
holidays with them. 

Kim Schang is doing fine and sends her regards to 
all. She is active with the Momnouth/Ocean County 
Chapter of the Alumni Association. Kim's mother re
cently had hip replacement surgery. 

As for me, I am still very. involved in my tennis 
teaching career of seven years. Who ever thought that I 
would leave the garment center business after 25 years, 
.and say that I love this with the same passion as I love 
clothes? My tennis company is Ace Tennis, and my staff 
and I teach classes and run tennis facilities. My biggest 
joy is Gabrielle, 7, from Estonia, whom I have been 
coaching for two years. She has potential. Hy and I 
spend a lot of time at tennis conventions and at our 
second home in Delray Beach, FL. Please write/call/ 
send photos. Love you! 

Joy Riddell (co-correspondent) 
1101 East McNab Road #210, Pompano Beach, FL 
33060 (305) 781-9315 

Lynn Guiler Petroff 
RR#l, 140A Hogback Road. Pittstown, NJ 08867 
(908) 735-4788 

Gail Sylvester Longstreth 
239 Halemaumau Street, Honolulu, HI 96821 
(808) 373-4490 

No doubt you read in the last issue that I was going 
to be on "Wheel of Fortune" this summer, and sure 
enough, the taping was on July 31, and the air dates were 
September 8 and 9. You cannot imagine how nervous I 
was! Considering that, I did very well indeed, raking in 
almost $53,000 worth of cash and prizes. Unfortunately, 
the tax bite is larger than one would expect, and all the 
money plus goes to that. We are looking forward to the 
trip to London next June or September. One of the big 
pluses of being on the show was a surprise telephone call 
the next day from NYC from Arden Davis Melick. I had 
not spoken to her since our fifth reunion, so it sure was 
fun catching up. She accidentally saw me on the screen 
as she was flipping TV channels, and said she recog
nized me immediately. Imagine that! After 32 years and 
with silver-grey hair, she spotted me. We are here again 
looking for a couple to rent our home here in beautiful 
Hawaii for three to four months next summer (very 
inexpensive). If you know of anyone, give me a call. 
Wishing you a happy, healthy New Year from this land 
of Aloha! 

Susan Pollock Brown 
RR #1, Hanson's Ridge Road, Springvale, ME 04083 
(207) 324-9486 

Received a surprise telephone call recently from 
Sydney Hodson Sidaras. She is a social worker for the 
elderly in Morris County, NJ, and loves it. Her two 
children are gr9wn and on their own: Steve is married 
and Sarah graduated from Cornell last May. Sydney 
often sees her former roommate, Jane Wheatly. In fact. 
Sydney was getting together with Jane and Sam and 
their daughter, Kate. Sydney also is in touch with her 
former high school and Centenary classmate Barbara 
Schmitz Casper, now living in Maryland. 

A note from Doris Nicholson Clark announced that 
she was married to Larry Clark on March 28, 1992. In 
June 1989, Doris received a B.A. from DePaul Univer
sity in Chicago. Doris has lived in Chicago for the past 
20 years. She celebrated her 30th anniversary with 
United Airlines, and is a flight attendant on United's 
expanded international routes. 

1962 Suzanne Stewart Krause 
3120 Main Street{fhe Doll House, Fort Mill, SC 29715 
(802) 547-4688 

Janice Bebcock Johnson 
312 Fiedler Road, Maple Glen, PA 19002 

Carolyn James Harbourt 
661 Hillcrest Boulevard, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865 
(908) 454-8979 

Claire Kilpatrick Michlovitz 
14 Church Hill Road, Woodstock, VT 05091 
(802) 457-4561 

Kathleen Haas Schklar 
Estes Road, Nashville, TN 37215 

(615) 298-1308 

Sharlette Knappen Kolt 
La Lomita, Tucson, AZ 85718 

(602) 299-0693 

Suzanne Leppien Drendall 
ll Canterbury Way, Morristown, NJ 07960 
(201) 538-5141 

Mark your calendars for our 25th Reunion May 22. 

Linda Rudnik Maloney 
Court, Prairie Village, KS 66208 

(913) 341-1636 
Hello, everyone! I'm your new class correspondent. 

I'm excited about hearing from and seeing all of you. 
Since leaving Centenary, I've been employed as a 

flight attendant for TWA for 22 years. I'm based in St. 
Louis, MO. My husband is a retired TWA captain. 

My. hobby for years has been antiques, and in 
November I had the opportunity to do my first antiques 
show. It was fun, but a lot of work! 

NewsfromJanisWhitehead, whomarriedDr.James 
Quinn, a cardiologist, two years ago. They live in 
Montclair, NJ. She is a purchasing agent for a pharma
ceutical company. Janis has two stepchildren, Tony and 
Rebecca, and three children: B.J. is 21, Cameron is 17 
and Amanda is 13. Amanda takes riding lessons from 
Judy Bartsch Widger. 

Judy and her husband, Dick, have an equestrian 
center called "Knockeen Farms" in Rockleigh, NJ, 
where they have 30 horses. They specialize in fox hunt, 
cross country and hunter pacing. Their daughter, 
Ashleigh, is 15. 

Dottie Patton Hyde '68 also keeps in contact with 
Janis. 

That's all of my news for now. I would appreciate 
any phone calls or letters from classmates. Maybe we 
can get together on one of my layovers! 

Laura McCarthy Aniello 
Lane, Farmington, CT 06032 

(203) 677-1805 

(5 12) 359-5069 

Aimee Walz Thibeault 
Lane, Brielle, NJ 08730 

(201) 223-6880 

Mary Ellen Kavanagh Hallock 
5 Montbleau Court, Getzville, NY 14068 
(716) 688-6683 

Two of our classmates "phoned home"! We found 
CeCe Bush Rhodes and Terr Ongaro. 

CeCe has two great kids and is living in Owls Head, 
ME. She recently met up with Laurie Horner '55 at a 
college class they attended. 

Terry is extremely active doing a lot of ship to shore! 
She recently met with her sister, Stacy '77, and Casey 
Hartmen '72. 

My personal note to "Kath": HANG TUFF. 

Loads of best wishes, and keep the mail corning! 

Debra Ray Botbyl 
RR#l Box 99A, Goshen Road, Chester, NY 10918 
(914) 496-3134 

1977 Johanna Mutty Filippo 
29 Bernard Lane, Little Compton, RI 12837 
(401) 635-2990 

197 8 Holly Saunders Anderson (co-correspondent) 
1736 Crocker Lane, Jamieson, PA 18929 

Nanci Marks Oakley (co-correspondent) 
2718 Plymouth Drive, Easton, PA 18042 
(215) 258-3737 

Priinf"",ptn,n Avenue, Midland Park, NJ 07432 
(201) 670-6735 

Miriam Santowasso Cash 
Be<~ch,wocld Road, Springfield, P A 19064 

(215) 543-7191 
Please remember that I'm here and drop me a line if 

you have any info you'd like passed on. Thanks! Look 
forward to hearing from you! 

Jill Morganstein Ray spent a week in September 
representing the National InstitutesofHealth in Bethesda, 
MD, at a career conference. She was one of 350 del
egates who attended. Jill does cancer research at NIH. 

1981 Ruth Motz Piedra 
200 Selvege Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666 
(201) 833-2726 

Tracey Toole Shikada 
Road, Arundel Estates, Annapolis, MD 

21402 (301) 263-7609 

Erica Hontz Hoffman 
601, Manheim, Pa 17545 

(717) 898-8452 

Position open 

Toni Iovino Ryan 
Avenue, Elberon, NJ 077 40 

Wendie Elizabeth Kell married Anthony A. Makoujy 
on August 29, 1992. 

Usa Marinelli 
Stryker Road, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865 

(908) 859-0923 
Connie Hart Sjosward was married on May 23, 

1992. She works for Monarch Marketing Eastern Distri
bution Center in Fairfield, NJ. She still keeps in touch 
with the "gang." 

I also heard from Elizabeth Hopkins. ·She is an 
administrative assistant for Bryn Mawr Financial Ser
vices in Radnor, PA, and lives in Wayne. She still keeps 
in touch with Ronnie Orlando and Cathy Wissel!. 

I hope to hear from more of you soon. 

Donna Anderson Furda 
I Road, Allentown, NJ 0850 I . 
(609) 259-3971 

An apology goes to D~mi Boot for not returning her 
call. Demi called last Fall to tell me she was living in 
Florida and about her upcoming wedding. However, 
when I tried to retrieve her phone number off the 
answering machine, I was unable to. Send me a note and 
I will submit the news for the next issue. 

This past October, Michael and I purchased our 
second home. Any free time we have now is spent 
remodeling and redecorating. It's a big project, but 
we're having lots of fun. 

May 22 is Alumni Day. Once again Maria Elena 
Jennette and I are working very hard on the plans, 
hoping to make it better, and to get as many of you back 
to campus as possible. If you are interested in helping 
out with Alumni Day, please contact Maria Elena, 
Alumni Affairs or myself. Last year was a disappoint
ment since only three of us attended. I realize it's not our 
reunion year, but Alumni Day is for everyone! Where 
are our distinguished alumni? 

See you in May. 

Anna Maria Guzzi 
56 East Lakeview Avenue, West Long Branch, NJ 
07764 (908) 870-6452 

Hi everyone! I want to let everyone know that April 
Schantz married Eugene Olexson on November 28, 
1992. I was a bridesmaid. Fellow Centenarians Kim 
Feinberg, Janna Rotundo, Tracy Casale and Carlene 
Mixner also attended. 

Michele Barnes is now a resident of Virginia Beach. 
Contact me for her address. 

I look forward to hearing from the rest of our class. 

Justine Steinfeld 
Drive, #4A, Hillsborough, NJ 08876 

(908) 281-0509 
Pixie Ivanco called, and she's doing fine. Pixie is 

living in New Jersey and is an assistant director for 
Noah's Ark. 

I got a call from Erica Rickbell '90, who became 
engaged on December 5. Congratulations! 

I hope to see many of you on Alumni Day, May 22. 
Please drop me a line if you have news you would like 
to share. 

Position Open 

In Memoriam 

Edyth "Pat" Woitscheck Hunt '36 
Bette Scantlebury Grace '37 
Jean Roy Thomas '45 
Lois DeLorenzo '53 
Audrey Hallenbeck Sheldon '54 
Carol Reddell Axt '56 
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Catching up with old friends and sharing those special 
memories-that's what Centenary Alumni Day is all about. If your class year ends with a 3 or an 8, Alumni Day on 
May 22 will be especially meaningful for you. Even if you're not part of a special anniversary class, a great time awaits 
you. Alumni Day is for everyone-including spouses and guests. We must have your RSVP by Apri130 to guarantee 
seating at the luncheon. 

Yourname (first) (maiden) (last) Class Year 

Street address 

City State Zip 

Daytime phone 

Your name and name ofguest(s) as you want them to appear on nametag(s): 

Centenary College 
400 Jefferson Street 
Hackett$town, NJ 07840 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

Please reserve place(s) at Alumni Day 
at $30 per person (includes luncheon). 
Enclosed is my check for$ ______ _ 

For more information, contact the Alumni Office at 
(908) 852-1400, ext. 336. 

Please return this form, along with your check 
(payable to Centenmy College Alumni Association) 
to: Alumni Day 

Alumni Association 
Centenary College 
Hackettstown, NJ 07840 
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Pictured (from top) are Chris Allen 
'92 and Grange Mahne '92, the 
freshman picnic in August 1987 and 
Phi Theta Kappa from the 1988 
Class Day. 


