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Rain 1can 't dampen Centenary spirit 
Undaunted by the storm, a dedicated group of walkers signaled their triumph after completing the early morning 5K Walk 

for Breast Cancer Research sponsored by the Northwest New jersey Regional Women's Center at Centenary College. Left to right, Adjunct 

Professor of English and former Dean of Students Kelly Shea, Mary Henderson, a friend of the College, President Stephanie Bennett-Smith, 

jordan Fisch, son of Deborah Diamond Fisch, Director of the Women's Center Deborah Diamond Fisch, and johanna Nilsson '00. 
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CENTENARY FALL FESTIVAL For the first time, Alumni Weekend coincided with Centenary 
Weekend, October 18- 20. A drenching rain all day Saturday brought all events for the Fall Festival indoors, but didn't diminish the 
enthusiam of alumni, guests, parents, and prospective students who attended. 

Dedications 
That ribbon is really cut: Vice President for Finance jane Faulkner, President 
Stephanie Bennett-Smith, Director of the Learning Resource Center Nancy Madasci, 
State Senator Robert E. Littell, Former Assembly Speaker Garabed "Chuck" Haytaian, 
and Hackettstown Mayor john DiMaio wield golden scissors at the opening of the 
Library Mdition. Haytaian and Littell, both Centenary trustees, represented the New 
jersey legislature, which made the new building possible through a $1 million grant 
from the New jersey Higher Education Facilities Trust Fund. 

Ferry Building Rededication: Trustee Emerita joanne Ferry Gates and her 
husband Richard, whose generosity made possible extensive interior and exterior 
refurbishing of the Ferry Music and Arts Building, joined Associate Professor of 
Fine Arts Carol Webster and Interior Design Instructor Beth DeFabritis at a 
reception in the new state-ofthe-art Ferry Gallery. 

Alumni 

50th Reunion Class: It seemed like no time had passed since 
graduation for these members of the Class of 1946, who paused 
for a few minutes in the Front Parlours. 

Alumni Tribute: At the Alumni Association annual meeting, Karen Nelson Drake '53 
unveiled a plaque honoring Grace Lewis '43, who died last November, for her many 
contributions to Centenary. The plaque will be placed in the front hallway of the Seay 
Administration Building, where extensive refurbishing is a visible result of her estate gift. 

Fun 

Cookies and smiles: Student booths, with a variety of offerings, made the rainy day fun for visitors. Sheila Snyder '97, 
Pandora Fink Meyer '98, Meredith Muscanell '97, and Kathryn Koenig '97 represented the business fraternity Kappa Alpha Epsilon. 



THE EDWARD W. SEAY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
Centenary's Heartand Symbol 
Ch~nges But Stays . the Same · 

A brace of young trees shielded The Seay Building and North Hall in this early picture from the Centenary archives. 

If you are on your way to Centenary, 
chances are you will come to the Seay 
Administration building. Learning, 
meeting, discussing, dining, registering, 
paying, singing, praying, chatting, or just 
looking at the beautifully restored rooms 
-practically anything you want to do at 
Centenary will bring you up the circular 
drive and through the front doors of the 
Seay Building. 

Although the Seay Building did not 
start out with Centenary in 1867, and 
didn't receive its name until 1959, it has 
long been the heart and symbol of the 
College. Its graceful dome is the most 
striking structure in the Musconetcong 
Valley, glowing against the trees as you 
follow Route 46's curving path down "the 
mountain" into Hackettstown. 

Called simply Main Hall, the Seay 
(pronounced "see") Building was erected 
in 1901, after the original main building 
was completely destroyed by fire on 
October 31, 1899. 

OffWith The Old, On With The New 

Apparently students have always been 
fond of this building. The Class of 1901 
held a Salamander Ceremony, which 
quickly became a tradition that lasted well 
into the 'teens. A description of the 
annual "Halloween and Salamander 
Celebration" from the yearbook The Hack 
of 1908 tells how, on the evening of 

October 31, the "Fire Orator," Mr. Frank 
Hughes, gave "an interesting address on 
the differences between the old and the 
new C.C.I. [Centenary Collegiate 
Institute] and the superior advantages of 
the latter." Then "The Vestal Virgin," 
Miss Ila C. Miller, gave "an interesting 
description of the fire, and applied a torch 
to a large model of the old building." 

The old building, a five-story 
rectangle, housed living quarters and all 
College activities except sports, and was 
so enormous that people took Sunday 
drives just to see it. The new design, by 
New York architect Oscar S. Teale, 
separated the functions and included three 
structures- the graceful Beaux-Arts 
main building, flanked by two curved 
dormitories, North Hall for men, and 
South Hall for women. The "horseshoe 
shape" created by the dormitories was 
fascinating to designers and architects, 
since nothing like it had been seen before. 
In later years there was a rumor that young 
men liked to roll bow ling balls down the 
curved halls of North. 

The Seay Building itself is 
deceptively large, and although many 
changes have taken place over the years, 
the original shape was basically the same 
as it is today: an oblong building with the 
two-story Chapel as its heart, and a T
shaped extension to the rear holding the 
dining hall and kitchen. 

Back To The Future 

Today, as always, the Front Parlours 
on the main floor are sites of constant 
activity. Careful restoration over the past 
four years has brought the entire main 
floor up to a level that recaptures its 
original charm. The latest renovations of 
the hallways, stairways, main floor offices 
and the formal dining room took place this 
summer, thanks partially to a bequest from 
the estate of Grace Lewis '43. 

Measuring up: Interior Design Instructor Beth De 
Fabritis (center) gave her students the project of render
ing the newly refurbished front halls of the Seay Building. 



the Computer Center or to the WNTI 
studios. An entire section of the second 
and third floors of the building is 
accessible only from a central pair of 

stairs, and you won't get there if you go 

up the wide stairways at the north and 
south ends of the building. Surprisingly, 

this separation was part of the original 
structure. 

Taking a break: jennifer Villano '98, left, explains it all to Kristen Taylor '98, center, 
and Pat Carr '97, as they pause in the Front Parlours between classes. 

When you are in the Computer 

Center or the classrooms and offices on 
the second floor, it is probably not 
apparent that you are directly behind the 

Chapel. This entire space was the original 

library (and for a while the fine arts room), 
reached by those same central stairs. In 
1944 the inability to communicate directly 
between the library and the Chapel, two 
much-used spaces, was apparently an 
irritation, because the president, Dr. 

The smallest parlour, the reception 

room where generations of nervous young 

men waited for their dates, is still the place 

where visitors wait, and where students stop 

to chat on their way through the building. 

In the central parlour, small classes often 
meet around the large oval table, drawn by 

the quiet elegance of the space. 
In the largest room, the Grace Harris 

Memorial Parlour, named for Grace Harris 

Smith, mother of Chairman of the Board 
Harris F. Smith, in grateful acknowledge
ment of her inspiration and the generosiity 

of her family to Centenary, there are 
usually two or three groups of students 
talking, studying, or playing the Stein way 
grand piano. With its gracious proportions 

and elegantly curtained curved windows, 
this room has become the choice for 
meetings and lectures for both on- and off

campus groups. Rafael Catahi, last year's 
Gates-Ferry professor, preferred it for his 
lectures, and recently a series of concerts 

has been planned for the space. The first 
concert this fall, with internationally 
renowned Argentine pianist Ana Maria 

Trenchi de Bottazi, drew 120 listeners. 
A visitor who has not come for 

entertainment, however, might go straight 

ahead to visit the President, or head 
down the hallway in the other direction 
toward the Admissions Office, or stop to 

see the Registrar or Vice President for 
Academic Affairs. 

You Can't Get There From Here 

This is all very easy, but occasionally 

the building can seem like a maze, and it 
is not uncommon to find a student 
standing in the front hallway of the Seay 
Building, trying to figure out how to get to 

Music in the Front Parlours: Betts Smith, left, and her husband Harris Smith, chairman 

of the Board of Trustees, congratulated Argentine pianist Ana Maria Trenchi de Bottazzi 

after her spectacular concert in the Grace Harris Memorial Parlour on September 22. 

Poetry in the Parlours: 
Daniela Gioseffi, president of 
Sky lands Writers & Artists 
Association, spoke with 
Centenary Honorary Alumna 
Ruth Scarborough, center, and 
Viola Kuehne of Hackettstown 
at the first event in this year's 
series "Celebrating Literary New 
jersey," which presents 
outstanding New jersey writers 
and musicians on Sunday 
afternoons in the Front Parlours. 



Robert Johns Trevorrow, unveiled 
elaborate plans for changes to the Chapel. 
As reported in the student newspaper 
Spilled Ink of December 20, 1944, the 
plans included removing the balcony and 
reversing the room so that the stained 
glass windows would be a background for 
the Chapel services. A door would be cut 
in the curved front wall, which would now 
be the back, to lead directly into the 
library. Although this would certainly have 
made life easier for students rushing to 
make the obligatory Chapel services, the 
changes were never made. Considering 
the fact that in addition to the balcony, the 
sloping floor would have to be reversed, 
it's certainly just as well. 

Fortunately, when the Chapel was 
completely restored in 1991 under Dr. 
Bennett-Smith's direction, its character 
was preserved. Earlier, the original seats 
on the main floor were replaced by 
wooden pews, and these were now placed 
on an angle, reflecting the room's graceful 
lines. The floor, which originally had aisle 
runners, was completely carpeted. The 
wisdom of the restoration was underscored 
recently when a recording company 
selected Whitney Chapel for a special 
recording project because of its 
exceptional acoustics. The curving walls, 
domed ceiling, and mellow wooden 
surfaces all create a room that is rare by 
today's standards. 

It was the completion of the Chapel 
originally that delayed the dedication of 
the new building. In 1901 the new main 
building opened for classes on September 
23, an astonishing 10 months after the 
cornerstone was laid on December 1, 
1900, but the dedication had to wait until 
the Chapel and recreation rooms were 
finished. The dedication ceremony was 
held December 5, 1901, with the Reverend 
Dr. George H. Whitney giving the dedica
tory address. In 1901 he was a trustee and 
president emeritus, having served as 
Centenary's first president from 1869 to 
1895. He and George J. Ferry, who had 
been president of the Board of Trustees for 
a quarter of a century, had exhaustively 
raised funds for the new building, starting, 
with typical dedication, immediately after 
fire destroyed the old building. 

Since Dr. Whitney had given special 
effort to raising the funds to furnish the 
Chapel, he was especially gratified to be 
able to deliver the dedicatory address in 
the beautiful new space,. By his reckon
ing, in 1901 there were 4,000 former 
C.C.I. students scattered over all the earth, 
and many had contributed, "some with 
much sacrifice," to the Chapel's "beauty 
and perfection." Dr. Whitney gratefully 
acnowledged many individual donors. 
Fittingly, the Chapel was named Whitney 

Taking advantage of spectacular acoustics: The Centenary College Symphonic 
Concert Band, a group of dedicated musicians of all ages, played with gusto in Whitney 
Memorial Chapel during the October 19 Fall Festival. 

Memorial Chapel in his honor in 1911, 
two years before his death. 

The rooms directly flanking the 
Chapel on both the second and third floors 
have always been among the most used 
spaces at Centenary. On the second floor 
there were "recitation rooms," or class
rooms, as most of them remain today, but 
the entire College Relations department 
will soon move into the spaces on the 
north side of the Chapel, enabling them to 
interact with the rest of the administrative 
staff more efficiently. 

The third floor originally held more 
"recitation rooms" and the meeting rooms 
for the four literary societies, Peithosophian 
and Diokosophian for women, and Alpha 
Phi and Whitney Lyceum for men. These 
were important rooms, since everyone in 
school belonged to a society. The societies 
were the center of social life, but they also 
extended the academic experience because 
of their literary programs and debates. 
Today the four large society rooms are 
classrooms, while the smaller recitation 
rooms hold staff offices. 

However, an evocation of the old days 
remains in the classroom on the southeast 
corner, which was formerly the Dioko
sophian room: a plaque commemorates 
Charlotte Hoag, the preceptress who led 
the young women out of the burning 
building to safety in 1899. 

High Energy Tenants 

Meanwhile, our student looking for 
WNTI, Centenary's 5,600-watt FM radio 
station, is still lost. If the student is up on 
the third floor reading Ms. Hoag's plaque, 
it's the right floor, but up the wrong 
staircase. After going down the stairs to 
the main floor, the student will go back to 
the central hall, where new carpeting and 
tiles have recently been installed, and a 
College seal is about to be set in the tile. 
Ignoring the many people standing there . 
admiring the renovated hallways and 
refurbished offices, our intrepid student 
proceeds down the hallway to one of the 
center staircases. 

Passing the computer center, class
rooms, and offices on the second floor, the 
student now proceeds to the third floor and 
finds the Health Center. This is roughly 
where the original "sick-ward complex" 
was, considered an outstanding feature of 
the new building. At that time it consisted 
of two completely isolated and protected 



On the air: Lisa Sanchez '97, left, and Beth Jacobowitz '97, are Communications 
majors honing their skills on Centenary's own 5,600-watt radio station, WNJJ- 91.9 FM. 

sets of rooms for men and women, with a 
solarium on "the girls' side." 

But it is a little harder to find WNTI. 
The access is down and around a short 
flight of stairs. The inaccessibility is 
explained by the fact that most of this area 
was originally housing for the College's 
kitchen and domestic staff. Today the 
WNTI offices are always buzzing with 
activity. The station is on 24 hours a day, 
reaches one million listeners in three 
states, and has recently become a National 
Public Radio affiliate. It offers Centenary 
students unparalleled opportunities to 
develop their communication skills. 

Throughout Centenary's history, 
changes in the Seay Building have 
reflected the College's changing academic 
focus. In 1910, when C.C.I. changed from 
coed to an all-girls' school, the young 
women found there were many benefits: 
"The girls can go downtown every 
afternoon ... we are at liberty to use the 
library at any time during the day .... " 
reported the October 1910 Hackettstonian. 

By 1940, Centenary had become a 
Junior College with two classes, freshmen 
and seniors, and the two classes had 
different spaces for relaxation. The 
Hundredth Anniversary Cresset of 1967 
proudly shows pictures of the new 
freshman lounge, opening into what was 
called "the Holland Tunnel," the corridor 
running between the new Business Office 
at one end and the new "Day Student 

Lounge" at the other end. The Print Shop 
and offices for Student Affairs and 
Financial Aid are now along this corridor. 
The Day Student Lounge, eventually 
called the Commuter Lounge, remained in 
the same location until the fall of 1996, 
when it began turning into a high-powered 
Career Center, with state-of-the-art 
equipment. Once again a space in the 
Seay Building is changing with the times, 
as students and alumni ask for more help 
with finding and changing careers. 

A Name Of Its Own 

In 1959, the building received its 
name. Dr. Edward W. Seay had become 
president in 1948, and throughout the 
Fifties he carried out an extensive building 
program on campus. The library was 
moved out of the Main Building in 1951 
when Taylor Memorial Library was built, 
and other activities left the main building 
as new buildings appeared. In 1959 the 
trustees voted to honor Dr. Seay by 
changing the name of Main Hall to the 
Edward W. Seay Administration Building. 

Changes continued. In 1964 the 
corridors between North and South Halls 
and the Seay Building were rebuilt. They 
had begun life in 1901 as covered walk
ways. Later they were enclosed and 
heated by steam, but their effectiveness 
may be judged by their nickname, 
"pneumonia passageways." Now they 

were rebuilt as brick and glass structures, 
with lounges named for Richard C. 
Fowler, a member of the board of trustees. 
T.hey were comfortable places for students 
to wait for the dining room to open. In 
1996 the area leading to North Hall has 
been given new half walls and furniture 
and has become even more hospitable, 
serving as the new Commuter Lounge. 

A New Profile Emerges 

In 1966 major construction signifi
cantly expanded the Seay Building. The 
Seay Student Union was added to the back 
of the building, an area that later became 
Brotherton Lounge when the Student 
Union went to the Reeves Building. 
Above it was built an informal dining 
room to augment the formal dining room 
that was part of the original structure, and 
the kitchen was enlarged and remodeled. 

At the same time, the large area in 
the lower level that had been occupied by 
the maintenance department since the 
building was new was now turned into the 
sunken lounge, the new post office, and 
the bookstore. In the new section was the 
grill, a favorite student hangout. In 1986,· 
students voted to name the grill "Tilly's," 
to honor Centenary's resident ghost (and 
there was no explanation of the spelling 
inconsistency). It was 100 years since 
Tillie, an employee of the College, had 
died, but that was in another building, and 
that's another story. 

In the year 2001, just past the 
millennium, the Seay Building will itself . 
be a Centenarian. With the help of 
generous donations from alumni and 
friends, the building is weil on its way to 
being even grander than it was in 1901. 

Unless otherwise indicated, direct quotes and 
much information in this article are taken from 
"Through Golden Years" by Leila Roberta Custard, 
Lewis Historical Publishing Company, Inc., New York 
1947. Additional material is from the Centenary 
archives, with thanks to Nancy Madasci, director of the 
Learning Resource Center, and Beth Freeman, 
circulation assistant. Ruth Scarborough, Centenary 
honorary alumna, honorary Doctor of Letters and 
director of the Library from 1946 to 1982 was, as 
always, generous with her help. 



New Faces at Centenary 
Board Elects Three Trustees 

In the past few months, three new members have joined the Centenary Board of 
Trustees. 

Theodore L. Boyer is president of Beneficial Technology Corporation, head
quartered in Peapack, New Jersey. He is also a senior member of 
various committees of Beneficial Management Corporation. 

Prior to joining Beneficial, Mr. Boyer served in senior 
positions for Primerica Bank, Merck & Company, and W.R. Grace. 
He chairs the Community Foundation of New Jersey and is on the 
boards of the Old Barracks Museum of Trenton, where he is 
immediate past president, Friends of New Jersey State Museum, 
and Beneficial National Bank U.S.A. 

Mr. Boyer received his B.S. in Finance from Rutgers Uni
versity and an M.B.A. in executive management from Fairleigh 
Dickinson University. He ahd his wife, Jane, reside in Princeton. 

Bishop Hae-Jong Kim became the first Korean-American to be elected bishop in 
The United Methodist Church when he was named resident bishop 
of New York West Area in July 1992. Bishop Kim serves on the 
General Board of Discipleship, chairs the Task Force to Study 
Korean-American Ministries, presides over the Northeastern 
Jurisdiction Korean-American Mission, and serves on the Multi
Ethnic Center Board. He is involved in many intercultural 
activities, and is widely regarded as a cultural bridge-builder in the 
church and community. He has written four books and numerous 
articles, poems, hymns, and meditations. 

Born in Seoul, Korea, Bishop Kim received a bachelor's 
degree in Theology in Seoul, a Master of Divinity from Methodist 
Theological School in Ohio, and a Doctor of Ministry from Drew 
University. He lives in Rochester, New York, with his wife, 
Wha-Sei Kim, who is also a seminary graduate. Two of their 
three adult children are United Methodist pastors. 

Robert E. Littell is a New Jersey state senator serving the 24th district, which 
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includes Sussex and parts of Morris and Hunterdon counties. He 
is chairman of the Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee 
and co-chair of the Joint Budget Oversight Committee. Senator 
Littell entered public service as a state assemblyman in 1967, was 
re-elected 12 times, became a state senator in 1990, and has been 
re-elected twice. 

A U.S. Marine, Senator Littell is president of Littell's TV and 
Appliance Center, Inc., in Sparta, New Jersey. He and his wife, 
Virginia, live in Franklin, and have two grown children. 

Senator Littell received an Honorary Doctor of Laws from 
Centenary in May, 1996. 

New Faculty and Staff 
Centenary welcomes the following new faculty and staff members: 

Debra Albanese, Vice President for College Relations. Previously the director 
of development at the Metropolitan YMCA of the Oranges, she has worked at 
Bloomfield College, and was executive vice president of the Kessler Foundation. 
She received her B.A. from Douglass College of Rutgers University and her M.P.A. 
from New York University. 

Frances C. Congdon, Assistant Professor of Education. A Centenary adjunct since 
last January, she has taught in several Gifted and Talented programs, and been a 
consultant for Rutgers University. She received her B.S. in Education and M.E. in 
Reading from East Stroudsburg University . 

New Faculty and Staff 

Neal J. Giacomeli, Sr., Part-time 
Instructor in Business Administration. He 
has been an adjunct instructor at several 
colleges and universities, and spent 25 
years in the financial securities industry. 
He received his B.S. and M.B.A. from 
Monmouth University. 

BridgetT. Jackson, Assistant Dean 
of Students, was most recently coordinator 
of negotiating and mediation services for 
Texas A&M University. She received her 
B.S. in Education from Howard University 
and her M.A. from Rider College. 

The Reverend David Jones, Dean of 
Students. After three years of serving 
Centenary as part-time chaplain, then full
time chaplain and director of community 
service, he was named to his new position 
this summer. He received his B.A. from 
Montclair State College and his M.Div. 
from Drew University. 

Nancy Madacsi, Director of the 
Learning Resource Center. She has held 
positions with corporate and research 
libraries, including M&M Mars library, 
and was most recently the periodicals 
reference librarian at The College of St. 
Elizabeth. She received her B.S. from 
Ursuline College in Ohio and her M.L.S. 
from Rutgers University. 

Dr. Rita Mafias, Director of the 
Educational Opportunity Fund, has 
served in the EOF programs at Seton 
Hall University and Fairleigh Dickinson 
University, and as the director of Minority 
Education at William Paterson College. 
She received her B.A. from Kean College, 
her M.A. from Seton Hall University, and 
her Ph.D. from Rutgers University. 

Michael A. Rossi, Jr., Assistant 
Professor of Education. A former teacher 
at Roxbury County College in 
Massachusetts, he has two master's 
degrees, one in Arts and Teaching from 
Tufts University, and one in History from 
Montclair State University. He is working 
on his Ph.D. at Seton Hall University. 

Guy Tiene, Director of the Career 
Center. He has been a communications 
consultant for several Fortune 500 
corporations and spent 10 years in higher 
education administration. He received his 
B.A. from Upsala College and his M.A. 
from Teacher's College, Columbia. 



The Voice of Centenary College 
Bonny jeanne Hansen '97 

"What I do, I do for love," says 
Bonny Jeanne Hansen. That fierce 
commitment to life is probably part of the 
appeal of the melodious voice that is on 
Centenary's new voice-mail'answering 
system. The fact that Bonny Jeanne, a 
Centenary senior, is a singer, actress, and 
experienced WNTI radio announcer, may 
also have something to do with her voice's 
rich flexibility. 

The new telephone system went into 
operation in the middle of September, 
following the schedule set up by Vice 
President for Information Systems 
Norman Rankis. Operators are still at the 
switchboard ready to help anyone who 
needs it, but callers who know an 
extension can zip through directly to their 
party. And if callers aren't sure of the 
number, Bonny Jeanne's voice will 
efficiently lead them through the system. 

"Doing the actual recording threw me 
for a loop, it was so simple," she says. The 
recording was done in one take; Bonny 
Jeanne simply sat down and read the 
message into the telephone, and it was 
done. Since then the message has been 
revised twice, in response to callers' 
comments, and it will be revised again. 
"Each time the message gets simpler, as 
people get adjusted to' the system," she 
says. 

Bonny Jeanne is a non-traditional 
student who lives in Hackettstown with 
her two sons, ages 11 ;;tnd 15. This year 
she is the editor of The Quill and station 
manager of WNTI in addition to carrying 
17 credits. As a freshman she blew 
listeners away when she sang in the 
student talent show during Centenary 
Weekend: her Ethel-Merman voice with 
Sophie-Tucker overtones is a thrill to hear. 

She wasn't always self-confident 
enough to take on so many responsibilities. 
Her family thought she was tone-deaf, so 
when an eighth grade teacher encouraged 
her and she got the lead in Bye, Bye, 
Birdie!, she didn't even tell them. "My 
family was in shock," she says. 

Starring roles all through high school 
and several summers of professional 
summer stock followed. Her dream of 
going to college evaporated when her 

father died and the money disappeared, 
and instead she held down a variety of 
jobs, including accessories designer for a 
New York firm and public relations 
director for a branch of the United 
Cerebral Palsy League. Marriage and 
children followed, then the dissolution of 
the marriage. 

"It sounds silly, but I had reached a 
place where I had nowhere to go," she 
says now. A friend steered her to ' 
Centenary, where her fear was overcome 
by a sympathetic admissions counselor 
who set her on the right course. "I've 
changed a lot since I came to Centenary," 
she says now. Professor Deborah Lev, 
chair of the Communications and 
Literature department, became her mentor 
and friend. Bonny Jeanne asks 
rhetorically, "When someone like that 
believes in you, how dare you not take it 
seriously?" 

Her goal now is to boil down her 
sights by Christmas, in preparation for 
looking for a job. "I love it all," she says, 
"radio, TV, independent film making, 
everything." She is taking Centenary's 
new course in Sports Management, and 
finds that an appealing field. She has even 
found that she has an unexpected flair for 
business, and is going so far as to temper 
her passionately creative approach to life 
with a phrase she picked up from a 
Business professor: "Profit is not a dirty 
word." With her many talents and a 
Centenary baccalaureate degree, Bonny 
Jeanne will be ready to soar. 

Taking A Proverbial Approach 

The Fall Convocation on September 
17 was highlighted by Associate Professor 
of History David A. Weir's keynote 
address. Taking his text from the Old 
Testament Book of Proverbs, Dr. Weir 
provided each audience group with its 
own appropriate proverb. 

For staff: 
• Proverbs 22:29: "Do you see a man 
skilled in his work? He will serve before 
kings; he will not serve before obscure 
men." 

For faculty: 
• Proverbs 26:12: "Do you see a man 
wise in his own eyes? There is more hope 
for a fool than for him." 

For administration: 
• Proverbs 15:22: "Plans fail for lack of 
counsel, but with many advisers they 
succeed." 

For the Board of Trustees: 
• Proverbs 29: 14: "If a king judges the 
poor with fairness, his throne will always 
be secure." 

For students, three suggestions: 
• Proverbs 16: 16: "How much better to 
get wisdom than gold, to choose 
understanding rather than silver." 

• Proverbs 13:4: "The sluggard craves 
and gets nothing, but the desires of the 
diligent are fully satisfied." 

• Proverbs 18: 17: "The first to present 
his case seems right, till another comes 
forward and questions him." 

Dr. Weir then offered a verse in 
summary: 
• Proverbs 24:3-4: "By wisdom a house is 
built, and through understanding it is 
established; through knowledge its rooms 
are.filled with rare and beautiful treasures." 

Dr. David A. Weir received a Ph.D. in 
Ecclesiastical Hi~tory from the University 
of St. Andrews in Scotland in 1984 and a Ph.D. 
in History of American Christianity from 
Princeton University in 1993. 



Prepared to Meet a Challenge: 
Diane Finnan 

Diane Finnan was asked, "Can you 
handle ambiguity?" when she interviewed 
for a job at Centenary. Since she is now 
both assistant to the President and head 
women's basketball coach, the answer is 
clear. 

She came to Centenary in 1994 as 
director of Marketing and Institutional 
Research, but after a year she moved 
naturally into the role of assistant to Dr. 

· Bennett-Smith. The coaching job was an 
irresistible addition soon after she came to 
Centenary, since Diane was a Division I 
basketball player as an undergraduate at 
Northwestern University, and loves to 
coach. 

Diane's day is a constantly changing 
canvas. As assistant to the President, she 
is in charge of all advisory boards, 
including the President's Circle. She is a 
member of the Enrollment Management 
Team and the Strategic Planning 
Committee, runs the student judicial 
hearings, and handles some of the 
President's correspondence. She is 
working on a major project that involves 
securing potential state funds for the 
College, and plays a major role in 
Centenary's corporate relations. 

That's only half her job. As 
basketball coach, throughout the year 
she's either involved with practices and 
games, or out recruiting students and 
scouting other teams. And her enthusiasm 
for sports led her to assist in setting up 
Centenary's new Sports Management 
course. 

Last year the women's basketball 
team had its best year ever: a 15- 8 
record, with only ten team members. This 
year Diane has built the team up to 

15 players. "Everyone came through last 
year," says Diane, "and we should do even 
better this year. I'm really looking 
forward to being able to look down the 
bench and see someone to put in when a 
player gets tired." 

Diane credits her basketball prowess 
to her mother, a former high-school 
basketball player who instilled the love of 
the sport in Diane and her sister and two 
brothers. "We were always out there 
shooting baskets, even in the rain," says 
Diane. As a 6'2" high school All-State 
star with well over 1,000 career points, she 
had her pick of colleges. After graduating 
from Northwestern University she was 
assistant women's basketball coach at 
George Washington University, where she 
also received her Master's in Human 
Development in Education. From there 
she went to Georgetown University as 
assistant women's basketball coach. 

"Centenary is a satisfying place to 
coach," Diane says. "As an NCAA 
Division III school, we train our students 
to compete in a healthy manner. There's 
an opportunity to develop teamwork skills 
and individual self-esteem. Centenary 
students push themselves to do things they 
didn't think they could do, but they also 
have fun." She adds, "I don't think 

winning is everything. I want players to 
do the best they can do, and enjoy playing 
basketball.'? 

Diane came to Centenary after she left 
her job at Georgetown University to return 
home to be with her mother, who had been 
diagnosed with breast cancer. For two 
years, in addition to working full time, 
Diane kept the home running for her father 
and siblings. "The hardest part about 
stepping into my Mother's role was that it 
hurt her so much that she couldn't take 
care of us," Diane says. "She was always 
there for us, all through our lives." In 
March, 1996, Diane's beloved mother 
died. In May, Diane's younger brother, 
Chris, graduated from Centenary. "It was 
an important day for both of us," she says. 
"I promised my mother I would see that 
Chris graduated." 

"Centenary is a great place to be," 
says Diane. "The people here care about 
each other, no matter how busy they are." 
She explains that she came to Centenary 
because of Dr. Bennett-Smith. "I was 
impressed by what she has accomplished 
at Centenary, and I wanted to be part of it. 
She's an extraordinary role model, and a 
wonderful mentor." 

Diane's quiet presence makes her 
calmly effective in her many administrative 
roles for Centenary. She is well aware that 
her height automatically draws attention, 
and she has the benefit of never feeling 
uncomfortable - because her Mother 
always made her feel that it was wonderful 
to be tall. 

It is not easy to juggle two positions 
with their many projects, but Diane says, 
"I feel that this is a good fit for me. I don't 
like to sit still, and at Centenary I often 
feel I'm able to make a difference." 

· Going from a tailored suit and participation in an 
executive-level meeting to sport clothes and coaching 
a women's basketball game is all in a day's work for 
Diane Finnan. 



SPORTS UPDATE: An E~citing Year Kicks Off 

Fall Sports: 

The Centenary Athletic Department is electric with 

energy and anticipating another banner year. In the third 

and final year as a provisional member of the National 

College Athletic Association (NCAA) Division III, 

Centenary's 10 varsity sports are all continuing to 

strengthen. In common with Division III philosophy, 

Centenary develops student-athletes who strive to 

maintain a high level of sportsmanship both on and off 

the field. 

Mona Ressaissi '99 controls the soccer ball for Centenary. 

Men's Soccer emerged last year as the National Small College Athletic Association 

(NSCAA) national champions. The Cyclones started slowly this year, but by midseason 

rebounded nicely and were looking toward contending for a second national 

championship. Tony Faticoni, head men's soccer coach, was joined this year by Pedro 

Lopes as assistant coach. Lopes, a two-time soccer All-American at Rutgers University, 

has played professionally and also coached at Rutgers. 

• Women's Soccer, in its third year at Centenary, is off to a good start with a 

competitive, 20-game schedule. Matt Thompson, a former outstanding soccer player at 

NCAA Division ill Dickinson College, was named head women's soccer coach and 

sports information director. 

• Women's Volleyball, the oldest established athletic program at Centenary, had an 

all-time high recruiting class this year. Under head coach Lee Clowers, the team has 

improved its record each year for four years. 

Men's and Women's Cross Country, in its third year of varsity competition, is 

participating in six meets this fall. Bill Grey, an All-American runner at Gettysburg 

College, has been named head coach. 

The IHSA riding team is the largest ever. As the season began, last year's reserve 

national champions were performing with their usual success against tough competition, 

and were beginning to look for another national win next spring. 

Golf, a three-year-old coed varsity team, has added a fall season and looked strong 

as it went into the ECAC Invitational Tournament in October. 

Wrestling is the latest addition to the Centenary athletic program. Although only a 

club team, the Cyclone wrestlers have a full schedule of invitational matches, and enthu

siasm is high. Joe Gomez, an experienced wrestling coach, has been named head coach. 

Winter Sports: 
The Men's and Women's Basketball teams are gearing up for their season, which 

begins in November. Joe Logan joined head men's basketball coach Patrick Zipfel as 

assistant coach and intramural director. Logan spent four years as an assistant with both 

the men's and women's basketball programs at NCAA Division I Loyola College in 

Maryland. Women's basketball also added a new assistant coach, when Jay Latka, who 

has 10 years of experience coaching collegiate men's and women's basketball, joined 

head coach Diane Finnan. 

Special Note: 
Centenary Player goes pro: Drew Blagojevic, a 7' 1 ", two-year member of the 

Centenary men's basketball team, has signed with a professional team in Denmark. 

Blagojevic, a business major, put his academic career on hold temporarily, and plans to 

return later to finish his baccalaureate degree. 

Van Winkle Award 
Goes To Two Recipients 

This year, the Van Winkle Achieve
ment Award w.as shared by two outstanding 
members of Centenary's family: Fred J. 
Brotherton and Karen Phillips Irons '63. 

The Van Winkle Award was estab
lished by former Trustee and Mrs. Arthur 
Van Winkle to honor a Centenary person 
of outstanding personal or professional 
distinction. Van Winkle Award winners 
must meet one or more of the following 
criteria: unusual accomplishments, service 
to the community at large, service to 
Centenary, and bringing honor to the 
College. 

Fred J. Brotherton is a long-time 
Centenary supporter. His construction 
company, Fred J. Brotherton, Inc., built 11 
Centenary buildings during the Fifties and 
Sixties. In 1955 he was elected to the 

· Board of Trustees, where he served for 34 
years, the last 10 years as chairman. He 
is chairman emeritus of the Board, an 
Honorary Degree recipient, and an 
Honorary Alumnus. Upon his retirement 
in 1989, he was honored as being one of 
the most respected and hardworking 
trustees ever, and commended as a wise 
counselor for three Centenary presidents: 
Dr. Edward W. Seay, Dr. Charles H. Dick, 
and Dr. Stephanie Bennett-Smith. · 

Today Mr. Brotherton lives in 
Florida, where he sponsors the Centenary 
Palm Beach Gold Coast luncheon each 
year. Over the years his financial gifts 
have made a significant difference to 
Centenary's endowment, academic 
programs, and special projects. On the 
Centenary campus, both Brotherton Hall 
and Brotherton Lounge in the Seay 
Building were named in his honor. 

Karen Phillips Irons '63lives in 
Birmingham, Alabama, where she is the 
editor of Southern Accents, an interior 
design magazine published by Oxmoor 
House, the largest book and magazine 
publisher in the Southeast. At Centenary, 
Karen revived the book club mentored by 
English Professor H. Graham DuBois and 
his wife, and served as its president. She 
is a charter member of Centenary's 
President's Circle, and one of the 125 
Distinguished Alumni honored during 
Centenary's 125th anniversary year in 
1992. In addition, she has been a volunteer 
at the Birmingham Museum of Art and a 
supporter of Birmingham Southern 
College, which she attended after 
graduating from Centenary. 

The Van Winkle Achievement Awards 
were announced at the Alumni Association 
Meeting on October 19, during the 
combined Centenary Alumni Weekend/ 
Fall Festival. 



THE PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE Six new members have joined the President's Circle, the group of alumni who volunteer 
their time to participate actively in Centenary's fund-raising, admissions, and public relations activities. 
We are proud to introduce them to you. 

LEARNING TO PERSEVERE 
Helen Littell Alden '39 

Helen Littell Alden's Centenary 
memories are from the time when students 
wore white dresses to dinner, and always 
went in and out the back door, since the 
front door of the Main Building was 
reserved for guests. Dr. Robert Johns 
Trevorrow was president, and he and his 
wife, Editha, were very strict. 

If those days seem constricted 
compared to today' s freedom, there were 
some advantages. For instance, college 
students didn't do laundry. There were 
special laundry boxes, and every week the 
girls packed up those white dresses and 
everything else and sent them home to . 
mother. Granted, this was not an 
advantage for mothers! 

Helen attended Centenary Collegiate 
Institute, as it was then, beginning with 
her last year of high school. She 
graduated from the prep school in 1937, 
and received her AA in Fine Arts in 1939. 
"I just moved over," she says, "since the 
prep school girls stayed in South Hall, and 
the junior college girls in North Hall." 

The classrooms were all in the main 
building, and Helen remembers going up 
and down "all those stairs." Although she 
didn't smoke, she remembers the "butt 
house," a small shack in back that was the 
only place girls could smoke. 

Mr. Dilts, the night watchman famous 
to many classes of Centenary girls, was 
the main security system. "We called him 
'Diltsie, "' says Helen, "and we could hear 
him walking up and down the halls, 
checking on things, all night. He was very 
stem, and if you came in late, you were in 
a bad spot." But she reminisces, "When I 
think back on it, he was a great man. I 

don't know where you'd find such a 
dedicated man today." 

Helen was always interested in art. 
At Centenary she was art director of both 
Spilled Ink, the student newspaper, and 
The Hack. For a year after graduating 
from Centenary she attended the 
Traphagen School of Fashion Design, 
commuting to New York from her home in 
South Amboy, but she soon had to give it 
up. Her father had died during her senior 
year at Centenary, and she finally decided 
to "face the real world," and enrolled in 
secretarial school. "The Second World 
War had started, and it affected our lives," 
she says. "Things weren't normal when 
we were ready to go out into the world." 

In 1944, when Helen married John 
Alden, he was in uniform. The young 
couple's two sons, John and Howard, were 
born in 1945 and 1948. "My two sons are 
a gift," she says. By 1956, the boys were 
older, and Helen felt the need to do 
something outside the home. She got a 
job teaching, with the promise she would 
continue her education. In 1961 she 
received her B.S. in Elementary Education 
from Rutgers. "It took five years, going to 
school and teaching, but it was possible 
because Rutgers accepted all my 
Centenary credits," she says. Helen taught 
second and fourth grades for 26 years. 

Today, for most of the year Helen and 
John live about an hour from Centenary, 
but in winter they live in Fort Pierce, 
Florida. 

Helen was vice president of Peith and 
president of the Senior Class. She liked . 
swimming - she still swims - and she 
played field hockey until a bout with 
appendicitis ended that endeavor. Today 
her life has slowed down a bit, but she is 
looking forward to being a part of the 
Centenary President's Circle. 

·.·,-,,·,·,·,,,·,,,!······ 

A PERFECTIONIST IN LIFE 
Lee Corigliano Bogart '51 

Lee Bogart's memories of Centenary 
are still sharp. "On graduation day, I 
sobbed all the 2 112 hours home, knowing 
in my heart that the happiest, most 
carefree days of my life had ended," she 
says. She recovered nicely, since she has 
been in non-stop motion ever since and 
brings the same intense enjoyment to 
everything she does. 

"Centenary had a tremendous 
influence on my life," Lee says. An 
interior designer who owns her own firm, 
she majored in Retailing and minored in 
Interior Design at Centenary. She 
particularly remembers her Home 
Economics teacher, who was a 
perfectionist. "She scared me to death 
because she was so meticulous and 
demanding," Lee says. "I owe her a lot. 
It's because of her that I learned to carry 
through on a project and do it right." 

Today, one of Lee's projects is a book 
that covers the organization and mainten
ance of a home in the kind of practical 
detail seldom encountered. "I attribute my 
sense of organization directly to my 
experience at Centenary," Lee says. 

One way she learned about 
organization was through her job in the 
library, for which she earned 35 cents an 
hour. "Miss [Ruth] Scarborough taught 
us how to reshelve books properly," Lee 
reminisces. "It was a big job, and we 
learned to do it right." The library was on 
the second floor in the · Seay building, and 
was a popular place. 

Lee recalls waiting with friends in the 
lounge in North Hall passageway for 
the dining room doors to open. "We were 
all in our white dresses, and all knitting 



Lee Bogart '51 - continued 

away on argyle socks for our beaux. We 
carried our knitting around everywhere." 

The white dresses were replaced by 
long dresses for the formal dinner that was 
served on the last night before every 
holiday. "Half the girls wore sneakers 
under their gowns," she says. 

Lee lived on the third floor of North 
Hall, where everyone became part of a big 
group of friends. "Going to Centenary 
was a fabulous experience," she says. "I'd 
never been away from home and never 
worked before, and I learned so much." 
She belonged to the book club run by H. 
Graham DuBois and his wife and 
remembers them and President Edward 
W. Seay with great fondness. 

Mter graduating from Centenary, Lee 
worked for a short time in a department 
store; then married and had four children. 
When her youngest child was eight, she 
was ready to move outward again, and 
went to New York School of Design. 
"I've been in the business for about 30 
years now, and it's been a great career," 
she says. Her firm has offices in Locust 
Valley on Long Island and in New York 
City, and handles residential and 
commercial interiors throughout the 
United States. 

Lee continues to expand her business. 
She travels frequently, particularly to the 
United Kingdom, and has just purchased a 
British fabric fmn, Hallie Greer LLC, 
which she will represent to the trade 
throughout the United States. With all her 
activity, she treasures her family above all. 
"I have been blessed with a loving 
husband of 45 years, four superb children 
and eight beautiful grandchildren," she 
says. 

Lee is on the Board of Directors of 
'l_'he Decorators Club, an organization of 
o~tstanding designers, and is on the Board 
of :Bailey's Arboretum in Locust Valley. 
Because Centenary is so important in her 
life, she is pleased to be joining the 
President's Circle. "I am interested in the 
young people of today, and I look forward 
to contributing my expertise and energy to 
further the future of Centenary College," · 
she says. "I am honored to be chosen." 

AN IRREPRESSIBLE TRAVELER 
Claire Couch Bosee '54 

Claire Couch Bosee was one of the 
Centenary Singers who toured seven 
European countries during the summer of 
1954. That trip, combining her love of 
performing and her love of travel, was a 
symbol of two of Claire's major interests. 

At Centenary, her ad~isor, who just 
happened to be the theatei director, 
encouraged her to focus on theater ' 
courses. She enjoyed them immensely, 
but by the time she graduated she knew 
she didn't want to stop there, and she went 
on to Boston University to get her 
bachelor's degree. "What made it 
possible was that my credits were all 
transferable," she says. 

When she graduated from Boston 
University, she found that she had the 
right credentials to enter a government 
program that trained teachers. After a 
brief first marriage, she taught sixth grade 
in Watertown, Connecticut for 20 years, 
while raising her two children, a boy and a 
girl. "I was a single mother during the 
Fifties and Sixties, when that wasn't as 
acceptable as it is now," she says. 

She may have been busy, but nothing 
has stopped Claire from traveling. She 
and her husband of 15 years, Ken, traveled 
all over the world until his death a year 
ago. Claire still maintains a home in New 
York City, where she normally spends the 
winter, and a home on Nantucket Island 
where she spends the summer. This year 
was a little different, since she had a major 
knee operation at the beginning of the 
summer and found herself staying in New 
York. However, as soon as she possibly 
could she went off on a cruise to Bermuda. 

That trip made her knee feel so much 
better that she barely turned around before 
taking off on a cruise aboard the Queen 
Elizabeth II. The ship was sailing up the 

Eastern seabord to view the autumn 
foliage, and the theme of the cruise was 
bridge. Having been told the ship was 
filled, with typical perseverance, Claire 
badgered the cruise company until they 
gave her a berth just two hours before the 
ship sailed. "I had a wonderful time, but I 
got my fill of bridge," she says. 

Claire volunteers for "The Box 
Committee," which prepares for the fund
raising fair at Brick Church in New York 
City, and supports her former prep school, 
St. Margaret's in Waterbury, in addition to 
Centenary. When she is in Nantucket she 
volunteers on the Tower Committee of the 
First Congregational Church. "It's 96 
steps to the top of the tower, and the view 
is magnificent," Claire says. The volun
teers keep the tower open and collect an 
admissions fee. "It's amazing how much 
money we raise for the church," she says. 

Claire joined the President's Circle 
before the meeting in St. Louis last Spring, 
and she has already begun to be active in 
fund-raising and planning for Centenary. 
Between her two children and three 
stepchildren there are eight grandchildren, 
so trips to the states of Washington, 
Connecticut and Rhode Island are part of 
her general traveling plans. 

This summer Claire was in Nantucket 
for only one week, before her knee 
surgery, and had an experience that harked 
back to her early love of theater. A movie 
company was filming "To Gillian On Her 
37th Birthday," with Michelle Pfeiffer, 
Peter Gallagher, and Claire Danes. Claire 
Bosee became one of 300 extras who 
joined the crew. 

The movie was opening in New York 
the weekend that the President's Circle 
met at Centenary, but it had opened on 
Nantucket a week earlier. A friend told 
her that in the movie's final scene, when 
Peter Gallagher says goodbye to Claire 
Danes, Claire Bosee is clearly visible. If 
you see the movie, forget about watching 
Claire Danes; look for Claire Bosee! 



A WOMAN OF MANY SKILLS 
Erica Hontz Hoffman '83 

It's possible that Erica Hontz 
Hoffman can do anything. She graduated 
from Centenary with a dual major in 
Business Administration Management and 
Equine Studies, went on to work as a 
manager for a local independent telephone 
company, and is involved in activities 
calling for a wide variety of skills. 

Erica and her husband, James,live in 
Manheim, Pennsylvania, where they are 
surrounded by family members on both 
sides. She and James actually met over 
the back fence. Although James is in 
facilities management and Erica is in 
business, together they do an amazing 
variety of things. Once a week they teach 
in-line skating; James is the teacher, and 
Erica assists. Both sing in their church's 
choir, and James, whose major was music, 
conducts four bell choirs. Erica plays 
guitar and piano and is learning to play 
the flute, and is on various boards for her 
church, including the search committee 
for a new pastor. 

There's more. James repairs and 
reconstructs power tools and appliances 
like TV s and VCRs, a hobby that takes 
them to flea markets and that may lead to 
a business in a few years. To that end they 
are renovating their house, and they are 
doing it all - plumbing, electricity, 
everything. Erica had skills in this 
direction long before her marriage. In 
high school she says she "blew the grade 
curve out for the boys" by taking auto 
shop and getting all.A:s, and now she takes 
complete care of her own car. 

And if that's not all, the two of them 
are working to perfect, and eventually 
publish, James's innovative teaching 
technique for handbell players. 

Still in the background is her love for 
horses, but since Erica and James have 

purchased property and plan to build on 
Chincoteaque Island, maybe there are 
horses in her future. Erica had knee 
surgery during her junior year at Centenary, 
which set her back in her riding, but 
interestingly, she feels "it all came 
together" and she understood the process 
of becoming "one with the horse" as the 
result of a theory paper she did as a senior. 

Erica was president of her junior class 
and vice president of Lotte Hall, which 
was then an honors dorm for juniors and 
seniors. She was also a Presidential 
Leader, a member of Phi Theta Kappa, 
the two-year honor society, and a peer 
advisor for incoming freshmen. It was 
still a time when students wore white 
jackets to all formal occasions, and Erica 
notes that they were among the first 
classes to wear the colored tassels as 
honor symbols. "There was only red for 
presidents, and gold for members of the 
honor society," she notes. 

Erica appreciates the fact that when 
her knee was injured, Centenary profes
sors went out of their way to help her get 
up to speed. "Two Business professors 
even gave me private tutoring," she says. 

Now Erica is giving something back 
to Centenary. Named one of Centenary's 
"125 Distinguished Alumni" in 1992, she 
is a class correspondent as well as a 
member of the President's Circle. 

PREPARED TO LEAD 
Kathleen Kavanaugh '90 

When Kathleen Kavanaugh 
transferred to Centenary as a junior, it 
was a turning point in her life. She had 
not been active in her previous college, 
and was not sure where she wanted to be. 
"Like many 18- and 19-year-olds, I was 
struggling to be independent, and didn't 
know what I wanted to do when I grew 
up," she says. 

She credits Centenary's small scale 
and warm environment with helping her 
re-establish her self-confidence. By the 
time she graduated, she had been student 
body vice president; editor of Prism, the 
literary magazine; a peer advisor; 
orientation committee leader; and a 
member of various clubs and boards. 

After graduating from Centenary with 
an English major and a Business minor, 

Fourteen members of the President's Circle exchanged ideas and discussed Centenary's goals during a 
meeting at the College .on October 17 and 18. Back row, left to right: Lucinda Thomas Embersits '59, Nan 
Briwa Veeder '4~ Claire Couch Bosee '54, jean Anderson Webb '68, Chair of the President's Circle, Lois 
Montana Kroll'62, Kathleen Kavanaugh '90, joy Riddell '58, and Karen Phillips Irons '63. 
Front row, left to right: joan Garey Hooper '50, Erica Hontz Hoffman '83, Lee Corigliano Bogart '51, Ellen 
Baars Van Campen '93, and Gayle Sickinger Maffeo '61. Not pictured, Helen Littell Alden '39. 



Kathleen Kavanaugh '90 -continued 

Kathleen knew she wanted to go into 
sales. While she was sending out resumes 
and going on interviews, she agreed to 
help out at Motivated Security Services, 
Inc., a company owned and operated by 
her father. Neither she nor her father 
thought Motivated would be the right 
place for her, since the company did not 
have a sales and marketing department. 
However, Kathleen says with a laugh that 
what was supposed to be a part-time job 
"sometimes meant 30- 50 hours a week." 

Fairly quickly Kathleen discovered 
that her heart wasn't in her job search, it 
was with Motivated, because she believed 
in it and in the people there. She was 
instrumental in developing a marketing _ 
program that is used at Motivated today. 
"I implemented the Centenary lessons of 
dividing people into groups and teams," 
says Kathleen, "and our company runs on 
the same philosophy of high moral 
standards and integrity." 

By 1995, Kathleen often ran the 
company while her father, who was CEO, 
traveled. In June, 1995 she was officially 
named president of Motivated. "I looked 
forward to my father's guidance," says 
Kathleen. "I envisioned my father and me 
making presentations together." But nine 
days after she was named president, her 
father was diagnosed with cancer, and 
never returned to the office. Daniel 
Kavanaugh, a beloved Centenary trustee, 
died December 8, 1995. 

Today, Kathleen can point with pride 
to the fact that the company, which 
employs 500 people in five states (New 
Jersey, California, Florida, Washington, 
and Pennsylvania) has maintained its 
entire customer base, and has grown by 
ten percent this past year. 

"Centenary's small-school learning 
environment and personal attention was 
just one of the many things that benefitted 
me," Kathleen says. "I often reflect on my 
years at Centenary as a time of great 
personal growth and strong development 
on many different levels." 

As a member of the President's 
Circle, Kathleen looks forward to using 
her skills to help the College. One of 
her goals is to see the dome renovated. 
"I think Centenary is on its way to 
achieving its goals, both visual and 
academic," she says. 

A PASSION FOR LEARNING 
joy Riddell '58 

"It's wonderful to learn something 
new," says Joy Riddell. "It takes up your 
whole life, and keeps you young." Joy 
graduated from Centenary in 1958 with an 
AA in Business, and she's been learning 
something new ever since. 

She hadn't wanted to major in 
Business- music was her great love
but her mother pushed her into it. "To 
this day I'm thankful," she says. "The 
Business instructor was very strict, and 
the skills I learned helped me get my foot 
in the door." 

However, Joy devoted as much time 
as she could to music and drama: she was 
one of the 60 Centenary Singers, a 
member of the smaller group with 16 
singers, and one of the four in the elite 
group. She toured with the Singers, and 
also appeared in Little Theatre 
productions. Meanwhile, her Business 
and Liberal Arts courses were preparing 
her in unexpected ways. 

After graduating, she applied for a 
job with ABC Network, and got in on 
the first interview. "In my Psychology 
course, we learned to diagram logic 
questions," she says. "There were several 
logic questions on the ABC job applica
tion, and I could solve them easily. I 
must have been the only applicant who 
got them right!" 

After three years at ABC, where she 
learned all facets of the business, she got 
fed up with the fact that women couldn't 
advance there, and left for a job in a field · 
that she could see was exploding with 
new ideas: advertising. "The wonderful 
thing about advertising is that you keep 
learning something new," Joy says. 
"Every client is a challenge." 

In the early Seventies, Joy moved to 
Florida to work for an advertising agency. 
But music and drama were still a Siren 
song, and in 1974 she fulfilled a lifelong 

dream and became an actress. For two 
years she was a member of a professional, 
touring repertory company. "When 
dinner theaters became less popular, I 
decided it was time get back into the real 
world," she says. "But I'll never forget 
those two years." 

Joy had constantly escalating jobs in 
advertising and public relations, until she 
opened her own company, Riddell 
Marketing, in 1982. "If I had known how 
rewarding and satisfying it would be, I 
would have done it sooner," she says. 
Then in October, 1995, she was asked by 
the National Safety Council to administer 
a grant from the Florida Department of 
Transportation on pedestrian safety. It 
quickly became a full-time job, and her 
own company is currently on hold, "except 
for a few clients that won't let me go," 
she says. 

"This job takes everything I've learn
ed, and it's introducing me to whole new 
fields," Joy says. She has developed the 
marketing and public relations plans, is 
producing a video, and travels around 
Florida giving speeches and conducting 
seminars. In her "WalkAlert!" program 
she is training people in the corrections, 
enforcement, and healthcare fields to 
teach others, especially senior citizens 
and elementary school children, to avoid 
pedestrian traffic accidents. 

However, typically, Joy is simultan
eously pursuing another area. About five 
years ago a friend asked her to take over 
his art classes at the Art Institution of Fort 
Lauderdale. She loved it so much she 
decided to go back to school for her own 
baccalaureate degree so that she could 
continue. It took her just a little over two 
years to receive her B.A. from Barry 
University in Fort Lauderdale, and now 
she is planning to go on for her Master's 
in Communications. "It's wonderful to 
be learning, and also very exciting to 
teach," she says. She teaches marketing, 
advertising, and communications to mostly 
adult classes, and says, "The discussions 
are exhilarating with people who think that 
nothing less than an A will do." 

Joy was named one of Centenary's 
125 Distinguished Alumni in 1992, and 
received the Van Winkle Achievement 
Award for outstanding service to her 
community and to Centenary in 1988. 
Now, joining the President's Circle, she 
will be able to help Centenary continue to 
turn out students imbued, as she is, with 
the joy of learning. 



CALENDAR 
NOVEMBER 

10 "Celebrating New Jersey's Best" 
featuring Alicia Ostriker, one of New 
Jersey's most honored poets, introduced 
by Madeline J. Tiger, also a distinguished 
New Jersey poet; with classical music by 
Duo da Capo: Barbara Shupp on flute and 
Edward Klein on cello. This is the second 
in this year's "Celebrating Literary New 
Jersey" series, sponsored by Centenary, 
Skylands Writers & Artists, and Warren 
County Cultural & Heritage Society, and 
made possible by a grant from the New 
Jersey Council for the Humanities. Front 
Parlours, from 3-5 p.m. 

13 "Chicago," starring Ann Reinking and 
Joel Grey at the Richard Rodgers Theatre, 
226 West 46 Street, New York City. 
Theater benefit sponsored by The 
President's Circle. Cocktail reception 
from 6- 7:30p.m. at LeBar Bat Restau
rant & Club, 311 West 57 Street. $150 per 
person with $96 tax deductible. Call 
Linda Mauceri, (908) 852-1400, ext. 2201. 

16 Transfer Open House, Front Parlours, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For information, call the 
Admissions Office, (800) 236-8679 or 
(908) 852-4696. 

Hunter /Jumper Open Schooling Show 
at "Filly Hill" Equestrian Center starting 
at 9 a.m. 

16117 The New Jersey Ballet. The 
premier dance company of New Jersey 
returns by popular demand to the 
Centenary Little Theatre stage for two 
special performances. Saturday at 8 p.m, 
Sunday at 5 p.m. For tickets ($15, or $10 
for children under 12), call the Centenary 
Performing Arts Guild (CPAG), (908) 
979-0900. 

17 Artist's Reception for Elizabeth 
Van Orden '96. Free. Ferry Gallery, 
3-5 p.m. BFA Senior Exhibition will 
continue through December 3. 

22/23 Men's Basketball at Drew University 
for Invitational Tournament, 6 and 8 p.m. 
both days. 

23 Women's Basketball vs. Western 
Connecticut, home, 2 p.m. 

26 Women's Basketball vs. St. Joseph's 
of Brooklyn, home, 6 p.m. 

DECEMBER 

2 Women's Basketball at Staten Island, 
7p.m. 

2 Men's Basketball at Charleston 
Southern U., 8 p.m. 

3 Men's Basketball at U. of Maryland
Eastern Shore, 7 p.m. 

4 Women's Basketball at Villa Julie, 
7:30p.m. 

617 ffiSA Tournament at Lake Erie 
College, Painesville, Ohio. 

718 Women's Basketball Tournament at 
Mt. St. Mary's, Sat. at noon, 2 p.m. Sun. 

8 "Christmas at Centenary." A visit 
from Father Christmas highlights an 
afternoon of crafts and entertainment for 
the whole family. Front Parlours, 2:30 -
5 p.m. For information, call Mary Ellen 
Downey, (908) 852-1400, ext. 2289. 

8 Candelighting Service. Centenary's 
traditional ecumenical holiday service 
caps a day of celebration. Whitney 
Chapel, 7 p.m. For information, call 
Mary Ellen Downey, (908) 852-1400, 
ext. 2289. 

6-15 Young Performers Theatre 
Workshop. Four productions, the 
culmination of the high-powered, 
semester-long workshop. "George M," 
"How to Succeed in Business," "The Gift 
of the Magi," and "Antigone" will be 
performed Fri., Dec. 6 and 13 at 8 p.m., 
and Sat. and Sun., Dec. 7, 8, 14 and 15 at 
2 p.m., 5 p.m, and 8 p.m. For tickets ($5 
for children; $7.50 for adults), call CPAG, 
(908) 979-0900. 

8 Artist's Reception for Madeline 
Joulepane Bott '96. Free. Ferry 
Gallery, 3 -5 p.m. BFA Senior Exhibition 
will continue through December 18. 

10 Women's Basketball vs. CCNY, home, 
7p.m. 

12 Men's Basketball vs. Mt. St. Mary's, 
home, 7:30p.m. 

Women's Basketball at St. Elizabeth's, 
7p.m. 

13 Mark Leone Show Jumping Clinic, 
Centenary Equestrian Center, Long Valley. 

14 Women's Basketball at NYU, 2 p.m. 

Men's Basketball vs. Felician, home, 7 
p.m. 

16 Women's Basketball at Lock Haven, at 
7p.m. 

20 Men's Basketball vs. Bellarmine, KY., 
Jim Valvano Classic at Rutgers, 4 p.m. 

JANUARY 

10111 Men's Basketball at Frostburg State 
Invitational Tournament 

13 Women's Basketball vs. NJIT, home, 
6p.m. 

16 Women's Basketball at Lincoln U., 
6p.m. 

Men's Basketball at Lincoln U., 
8p.m. 

18 Women's Basketball vs. Valley Forge 
Christian, home, 4 p.m. 

Men's Basketball at Old Westbury U., 
8p.m. 

21 Women's Basketball vs. John Jay, 
home, 6p.m. 

26 Women's Basketball vs. Villa Julie, 
home, 1 p.m. 

Men's Basketball vs. Villa Julie, home, 
3p.m. 

27 Men's Basketball at Cabrini, 8 p.m. 

28 Women's Basketball vs. St. Elizabeth's, 
home, 7 p.m. 

30 Women's Basketball vs. Wilmington, 
home, 6 p.m. 

Men's Basketball vs.Wilmington, 
home, 8 p.m. 

FEBRUARY 

1 Women's Basketball at Practical Bible, 
2p.m. 

Men's Basketball at Practical Bible, 
4p.m. 

3 Women's Basketball at NJIT, 7 p.m. 

Men's Basketball at Keuka, 7 p.m. 

5 Men's Basketball at Vassar, 7 p.m. 

6 Women's Basketball vs. Kings, home, 
7p.m. 

8 Men's Basketball at King's, 2 p.m. 

The Scholars of London. A capella 
quartet whose repertoire spans 500 years, 
with French chansons, English and 
Scottish folk songs, Shakespearian songs, 
classical glees, English madrigals, and 
contemporary songs. Little Theatre, 8 p.m. 
For tickets ($12.50, or $10 for children 
under 12), call CPAG, (908) 979-0900. 

10 Women's Basketball at St. Joseph's, 
Brooklyn, 6 p.m. 

11 Men's Basketball vs. Philadelphia 
Bible, home, 7:30p.m. 

12 Women's Basketball at Manhattanville, 
7p.m. 

13 Men's Basketball at Felician, 7 p.m. 

15 Women's Basketball at Keuka, 2 p.m. 

16 Chamber Music Series with Salvatore 
Mallimo, talented young pianist/teacher. 
Refreshments. Free. 3-5 p.m., Grace 
Harris Memorial Parlour. For information, 
call Mary Ellen Downey, (908) 852-1400, 
ext. 2289. 

17 Men's Basketball at Millersville, 
7:30p.m. 

Note: For additional information on all sports events, call Athletic Director Pat Zipfel, (908) 852-1400, ext. 2378. 



19 Women's Basketball at Mt. St. Mary's, 
7p.m. 

20 Men's Basketball at Mt. St. Mary's, 
7p.m. 

21 Women's Basketball vs. Cedar Crest, 
home, 7 p.m. 

22 Men's Basketball at Baptist Bible, 
7:30p.m. 

22 Hesperus. Crossover musicians heard 
regularly on National Public Radio per
form Baroque and American Colonial 
music, Spanish and Native American works, 
and European medieval and Renaissance 
music. 2 and 8 p.m., Little Theatre. For 
tickets ($12.50, or $10 for children under 
12) call CPAG (908) 979-0900. 

MARCH 

7-22 "On the Open Road" by Steve 
Tesich. After the Civil War, two unlikely 
companions travel the country gathering 
great art treasures from crumbling 
museums in a wickedly funny, insightful 
play from the author of "Breaking Away." 
Wed. March 12, 19 at 2 p.m., Thurs. 
March 13 and 20 at 7:30p.m.; Fri. March 
7, 14, and 21 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.; Sat. 
March 8, 15 and 22 at 8 p.m.; and Sun. 
March 9 and 16 at 2 p.m. For tickets ($15, 
or $10 for children unqer 12 on Saturday 
evening, all other performances $12.50 or 
$10), call CPAG, (908) 979-0900. 

16 "Women as Goddesses and Heroes." 
Poems, slides and songs on the goddess 
myth from ancient cultures to today, with 
a friendly nod to feminism, with author 
and teacher Dr. Frank Ancona, poet 
Sandra Duguid, folk and blues guitarist 
Victor Fiore, and singer Daniela Luttinger. 
Third event in the "Celebrating Literary 
New Jersey" series sponsored by 
Centenary, Skylands Artists & Writers, 

Centenary College 
400 Jefferson Street 
Hackettstown, NJ 07840-9989 

Address Correction requested 

and Warren County Cultural & Historical 
Society, and made possible by a grant 
from the New Jersey State Council on 
the Arts. Free, 3-5 p.m in the Front 
Parlours. For information, call Suzanne 
Samson, (908) 852-1400, ext. 2332. 

19 Women's Playwright's Project, Free, 
7:30p.m. in the Little Theatre. For 
information, call CPAG, (908) 979-0900. 

22 Spring Open House, Admissions 
event, Front Parlours, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For 
information, call Admissions, (800) 236-
8679 or (908) 852-4696. 

APRIL 

5 The Mystical Arts of Tibet. The 
famed multi phonic singers of Deprung 
Loseling Monastery, nine Tibetan 
Buddhist lamas in magnificent robes, play 
traditional long horns, trumpets, drums, 
and bells. A once-in-a-lifetime event. 2 
and 8 p.m., Little Theatre. For tickets 
(Evening, $25; Matinee, $20 or $15 for 
children under 12) call CPAG, 
(908) 979-0900. 

20 "What the Internet is Doing to 
Language." A discussion by two widely 
published poets, reviewers, critics and 
editors, Rochelle. Ratner and Barry Seiler, 
with jazz interlude by noted singer and 
teacher Denise DeLeo. Fourth event in 
the "Celebrating Literary New Jersey" 
series. Free. 3-5 p.m., Front Parlours. 
For information, call Suzanne Samson, 
(908) 852-1400, ext. 2332. 

25-May 10: "Speed-the-Plow" by David 
Mamet. A hilarious and devastating satire 
of Hollywood that was a Broadway hit. 
Thurs. May 1 and 8 at 7:30; Fri. April25 
and May 9 at 2 p.m. and April 25 and May 
2 and 9 at 8 p.m.; Sat. April26 and May 3 
and 10 at 8 p.m.; and Sun. April27 

and May 4 at 2 p.m., Little Theatre. For 
tickets (Sat. evening $15 or $10 for 
children under 12; all other performances 
$12.50 or $10), callCPAG, 
(908) 979-0900. 

26-28 Hackettstown Spring Festival/ 
Carnival, held on the Centenary back 
field. For information, call Donna 
Connallon, (908) 852-1400, ext. 2216. 

Spring Alumni Luncheons 

Watch for information about the 
annual Florida Alumni Luncheons 

in Naples, Palm Beach, and Sarasota. 
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