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Centenary College Focuses 
on Potential of Applicants 
By Stephanie M. Bennett-Smith, President 

The most important factor in the college admissions/enrollment process is the match -
the meeting of a prospective student's talents, skills, potential, drive and commitment 
to succeed with the institution's academic and co-curricular priorities and strengths. 1 

Centenary views each applicant as an investment, a future member of our community 
of learners. The task of our staff is to identify those applicants with the greatest poten
tial to benefit from, contribute to and graduate from our College. 

Enrollment has consistently increased over the past several years by focusing admis
sions activities on the total profile of an institutionally compatible audience: SAT 
scores in the range of the national average, 950- 1150; GPA of 2.5 or higher; competi
tiveness of high school; GED score if applicable; evidence of leadership, service and 
involvement in high school or the larger community; interest in a specific major at the 
College- i.e., Equine Studies, Business, Education, Criminal Justice, Theater, Fashion 
Design, Interior Design, Math, Liberal Arts, etc.; motivation; and the "intangible 
Centenary potential" which can be gleaned by the experienced admissions staff. 

Each applicant is interviewed, researched and qualified for the offer of admission by a professional staff that focuses on 
the potential of the prospective student to succeed at and benefit from Centenary. The staff looks at recommenda
tions, considers special needs, and talks with guidance counselors. Students like these are found both across the globe 
and close to home. An international Phi Theta Kappa scholar from Ireland; a promising artist from Korea recruited in 
the Philippines; a future entrepreneur from Japan who came to Centenary via Massachusetts; a graduate of the voca
tional technical high school who received an Associate of Arts degree a month before his high school diploma; a New 
England champion rider; high school athletes who want to play, not sit on the bench. Each student brings the drive 
and capability to succeed; each is a sound investment for the College because he/she adds value by presence, opinions, 
professional aspirations and academic achievement. International students add yet another dimension to this profile, 
bringing the world to our campus and making Centenary a global environment. 

Centenary College is committed to a quality liberal arts and career studies education with a substantial international 
dimension to engage students in learning and prepare them for satisfying careers, successful lives, community service 
and lifelong intellectual pursuits. 

As the primary educational and cultural resource for northwest New Jersey, Centenary offers a range of undergraduate, 
graduate and professional programs as well as nondegree courses for professional and personal development. 

Access, Affordability, Commitment to Student Success ... these are the hallmarks of Centenary College. Centenary 
looks ahead to the 21st century knowing that our philosophy of education and student selection are what will be prized 
in the next millennium: broadly educated, cosmopolitan leaders with the confidence to serve and to succeed. 
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I 
f you had to choose one word to 

most aptly describe Centenary 

students today, it would be 

diverse. They span nations and gener

ations. They come from as far away as 

China and as near as Newton- men 

and women, graduate and undergrad

uate, of all ages and religious and 

ethnic backgrounds. 

The recent dramatic growth and 

changes at Centenary reflect what the 

They are drawn by the 
breadth of the curriculum 
and the smallness of class 

sizes, by the rural envi
ronment and the 

nearness of New York, 
by the diversity of 

classmates, and the 
College's reflection of 

society today. 
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1 erent 
& Diverse 

College has always been ready to do

change with the times. It began as a 

coeducational collegiate institute, 

became a high school for girls, then a 

women's junior college. A quarter of a 

century ago, the College grew from a 

junior college to one also granting both 

baccalaureate and associate's degrees. In 

1988 the men came back and in 1989 

they were admitted as residents. 

At nearly 1,200, enrollment today is 

at an all-time high and growing. The 

College has added master's programs 

to a burgeoning roster of undergrad

uate programs, and last year, 

Centenary opened its Center for 

Adult and Professional Studies 

(CAPS) offering working profes

sionals the chance to complete their 

college education either on the 

Hackettstown campus or at the 

Parsippany learning center. 

Nontraditional students represent 53 

percent of the student body, reflecting 

a national trend. According to the 

Census Bureau, more than a quarter of 

today's undergraduates are over 30- a 

14 percent increase since 1972 - and 

63 percent of them are women. 

A 41-year-old mother of three with a 

management position at Bell-Atlantic, 

Lisa di Peri will complete her 

baccalaureate degree in business in 

CAPS' accelerated program this year. 

"I've always regretted not finishing 

college before having my children. 

Now I feel I'm receiving a better 

education in an extremely intense, 

demanding program which I can 

apply to my work," she says. 

Christina DeSiena '01, Centenary 

College student, also works on campus 

in the Financial Aid Office. 



Christina DeSiena, who came to 

Centenary last year with after earning 

an associate's degree from Sussex 

County Community College, will 

graduate with a major in 

communications in 2001. She says 

she needs a bachelor's degree to 

continue her work with young people 

who are victims of abuse. At 44, 

Christina is the oldest person in most 

of her classes. When she was accepted 

in January, she brought both her 

children to see the school, so that 

they would know where their mother 

would be spending the next couple of 

years. Her daughter Jennifer Rokosh 

liked the campus so much that she is 

now a Centenary freshman majoring 

in criminal justice. Some of Jennifer's 

friends wonder how she likes being at 

the same school as her mother. "She 

tells them it really has worked out 

nicely. We have a unique relation

ship," says Christina. 

In addition to the undergraduate 

programs, graduate offerings at 

Centenary College are experiencing 

similar growth. Most graduate 

students are over 25 years old, 

by virtue of having completed an 

undergraduate degree. 

Dr. Angela S. Fanelli, director of 

graduate programs, sees more 

graduates returning to the classroom 

after several years in the work force 

instead of moving uninterrupted from 

undergraduate to graduate studies. 

ole Kleitsch, who expects 

to receive his master's 

........ degree in 2001, is an 

example. He enrolled in the 

Instructional Leadership program. 

Married and the father of two, Cole 

graduated from the University of 

Missouri in 1986. He worked in 

many fields, gravitating toward those 

related to history and politics. He 

discovered that what he really wanted 

to do was teach something that isn't 

generally taught- citizenship and 

civic responsibility. 

"I believe there is a need for students 

to learn about their responsibility to 

the community," he says. "This is an 

emerging educational focus and I hope 

eventually to teach it to teachers." 

Jason Kornegay '99 was one of the 

first to complete the master's degree 

in instructional leadership and file for 

certification as a principal. Now 

principal of Harding Township 

School, at 29 he is probably the 

youngest principal in Morris County 

history. When he enrolled three and a 

half years ago, he was a kindergarten 

teacher in Allentown, PA. While it 

would have been more convenient for 

him to go to a college there, Jason 

chose Centenary's program because it 

is research-based. 

He says that another positive, 

practical aspect of the program is that 

courses are taught by doctoral level 

professors who are also current practi

tioners: sitting principals and 

practicing superintendents. 

"It turned out to be a great program, 

which very much prepared me for my 

current position, and has made an 

enormous difference in my life." 

Centenary is also attracting an 

increasing number of international 

students-currently about 70 

students from 20 different 

countries-and has exchange 

programs with colleges and universi

ties in England, Japan, Korea and 

the Philippines. 

Senior Nina Liu, a Chinese student 

from the Philippines, came to 

Nina Liu '00 
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Centenary because of its size and 

because it offered studies in her 

chosen major- art and design. 

Nina is happy to have the opportu

nity of making friends with other 

international students at Centenary. 

Her high school in the Philippines 

enrolled many international students 

and she likes that aspect of 

Centenary. Nina appreciates the 

peace and quiet of Hackettstown, 

which is, at the same time, near New 

York where she has access to 

museums and theaters. 

International students like Nina 

bring an added dimension to the 

college community by adding a 

global, cosmopolitan perspective 

and by helping other students 

become more conscious of the world 

around them. 

11 new concentration 

offered, criminal justice, 

has attracted many 

students interested in law enforce-

ment careers. For example, President 

of the Judicial Board, Sophomore 

Abiy Belege is a traditional student 

majoring in Criminal Justice. 

Originally from South Carolina 

where he attended The Citadel, he 

now commutes from South Orange, 

NJ. Abiy's career goal is to join the 

FBI. In the meantime, he is captain 

of the men's basketball team and a 

member of the men's soccer team. 

Abiy, too, likes the fact that Centenary 

is a small school. "Everyone is friendly. 

In classes I get plenty of attention and 

feel I can excel." 

Robert William Koroski '01, a 

History/Education major, and 

Michael Koroski '01, a Political 

Science major, are traditional 

students who also happen to be 

identical twins. After graduating 

Morris Catholic High School, they 

were accepted to several larger 

Robert William Koroski '01, and 

Michael Koroski '01 

colleges, but liked the personalized 

attention they felt they would receive 

at Centenary College. "Centenary's 

given us the chance to do so much. 

We probably would not have had that 

chance at a larger school, and the 

scholarships we've received have made 

all the difference," says Michael, who 

received the Gold Dome Award at the 

1999 Scholarship Benefit. Both 

Robert and Michael are members of 

the Dean's List, Phi Theta Kappa, the 

wrestling team and Omega Rho 

Fraternity. Robert also is a member 

of the lacrosse team. 

Preparing for Life, 

Preparing for a Career 

Like any liberal arts college, 

Centenary prepares students for 

successful lives and lifelong learning 

as well as satisfying careers. Finding a 

good job today rates just as highly as 

it did 25 years ago. In the '70s, 

students anticipated a single career. 

Today they must be more flexible 

because several career changes may 

lie ahead. 

Thomas Brunner, vice president for 

academic affairs, sees the effect this 

has on education. "Twenty years ago 

a young person graduated from 

college, got a job at IBM and felt he 

or she was set for life," he says. 

"That's no longer true. As educators 

we must avoid bending to the world 

as it is today and concentrate on 

teaching people how to think and 

react to situations." 



Patrick Carullo, production manager at 

the Ingersoll-Rand Company, recently 

hired two Centenary alumnae for his 

company's graphics department. He 

agrees with Dr. Brunner's observations. 

"Technology today is accelerating at 

such a fast pace that it becomes 

impossible for any college to prepare 

a student to know all there is to 

know. What we look for is personal 

initiative, and we found that in 

Centenary alumnae Robin Sprung 

'95 and Michelle Newman." 

lasting Values 

President Stephanie Bennett-Smith 

has guided Centenary's new direction 

since 1985. 

"We are a very different school from 

the one we were 25 years ago," she says. 

Governor Christine Todd Whitman Speaks 
on Volunteerism; Senator John H. Ewing 
Receives Honorary Degree 

Governor Christine Todd Whitman 

addressed the role of public service in 

a speech delivered at Centenary 

College on April25, 2000, during 

Volunteer Recognition Month. 

Following her remarks, the Governor 

and President Stephanie M. Bennett

Smith conferred an Honorary Doctor 

of Humane Letters upon Former 

State Senator John H. Ewing. The 

Governor received an honorary 

degree from Centenary 'in 1994. 

Senator Ewing served as Centenary's 

Gates-Ferry Distinguished Lecturer 

for the 1999/2000 academic year. 

The Gates-Ferry Distinguished 

Visiting Lectureship at Centenary 

College recognizes the dedication to 

the College of Joseph R. Ferry, 

Trustee from 1948 to 197 6 and 

Treasurer of the Board of Trustees for 

20 years. The Lectureship is the gift 

of Mr. Ferry's daughter 

Joanne Ferry Gates, 

Trustee from 1968 until 

1986, along with her husband 

Richard and their daughters Pamela, 

Cynthia, Suzanne and Rebecca, to 

also recognize Mrs. Gates' years of 

service to Centenary. 

At a volunteer recognition reception 

that followed the lecture, the College 

announced the establishment of the 

Dominick V Romano Volunteer 

Award, named for its inaugural 

recipient. Mr. Romano is the 

Regional Tri-Chair for the Capital 

Campaign for Centenary College and 

an early supporter of Centenary's 

Community Service Program. Nearly 

150 Centenary College volunteers 

also were recognized for their service, 

receiving certificates of appreciation. 

"Our academic programs have 

expanded to meet the demands of a 

changing world and shifting career 

patterns. Consequently our students are 

different. They, too, have learned to 

grow and adapt. However, we still 

cherish and maintain the values that 

have always set this college apart, 

particularly the strong personal interac

tion between our students and faculty." 

Top: President Bennett-Smith congratulates 

Senator Ewing after conferring upon him an 

Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters. Pictured 

left to right:. Governor Christine Todd Whitman; 

Dr. Thomas Brunner, vice president for academic 

affairs; Senator John H. Ewing; Harris Smith, 

chairman of the board of trustees; and President 

Stephanie M. Bennett-Smith. 

Above: The Honorable Christine Todd Whitman, 

Governor of the State of New Jersey, addresses 

volunteers, students, faculty and members of the 

Hackettstown community in the Whitney Chapel. 

I. 
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sit draws ever closer to 

its $15.3 million goal, 

The Capital Campaign 

for Centenary College 

includes among its roster of donors a 

diverse group of alumni, local busi

nesses, national and international 

corporations and foundations, and 

many friends of the College. Their 

reasons for supporting this historic 

effort are as varied as the group itself 

"Ours is an international corporation 

with interests in regional and local 

programs," commented Glenn Lewis, 

public affairs manager for Sprint. 

"The decision to support The Capital 

Campaign for Centenary College 

made good business sense, while also 

continuing Sprint's philanthropic 

mission. The company prides itself on 

community involvement, and enjoys a 

long history of working with 

Centenary to make educational 

opportunities affordable and acces

sible. The proposed Littell 

Educational Technology Center (one 

of the projects to be funded under the 

auspices ofThe Capital Campaign) 

also gives Sprint the opportunity to 

honor Senator and Mrs. Littell's legacy 

of community support and advocacy." 

The regional Campaign effort is 

chaired by Dominick V Romano, 

6 

vice president and CEO of RoNetco 

Corporation. At the Campaign 

Kickoff, held on June 1, 1999, at 

Drumthwacket, the Official 

Residence of the Governor of , : ,~ ·~;'l 
~. _ .... ' 

the State of New Jersey, Mr. 

Romano shared his reasons 

for participating in the 

Campaign: "The restoration 

and renovation of the 

College's physical plant, a 

major goal of the Campaign, 

will increase the physical 

attractiveness of the College 

community, while its strong, 

flexible academic programs provide 

educational support to the employees 

of local businesses as well as their 

spouses and children, making 

northwest New Jersey an attractive 

place to live and work. At the same 

time, Centenary is a good corporate 

citizen, with faculty, staff and 

students donating 15,000 volunteer 

hours to area nonprofits during the 

academic year. For these reasons, I 

am proud to be a member of the 

Campaign Team, and RoNetco 

Supermarkets is pleased to support 

The Capital Campaign for Centenary 

College." 

For Marjorie Puppo Morgan '43, the 

timing played a role in her decision 

to participate in the Campaign. "It is 

---------------------------------

Scenes from the Capital Campaign Kickoff June 1, 

1999, from top:john andjeanne Reeves, The Reeves 

Foundation; Dominick V. Romano, vice president 

and CEO, RoNetco Corporation and Campaign Tri

Chair, Bishop Alfred johnson, Trustee, Stephanie 

Bennett-Smith, Harris F. Smith, chairman of the 

Board ofTrustees, Lucinda Thomas Embersits '59, 

Campaign Tri-Chair; Stephanie Bennett-Smith and 

Tony L. White, chairman, president, ai"Jd CEO of PE 

Corporation, and Campaign Tri-Chair. 



now timely for me to contribute - I 

wasn't always able to do so, but now I 

am. I've been a donor to Centenary 

on and off throughout my life, but I 

wanted to do more now, in part to 

recognize Stephanie's (Bennett-Smith, 

the College's president) leadership, 

and what she has brought to the 

school. She has moved the College in 

a global direction, and this Campaign 

is a significant indicator of the 

progress Centenary has made since 

my graduation. I continue to be 

proud of my school, and the 

Campaign gave me an opportunity to 

display that pride." 

Alumni response is a particularly 

exciting compOhent of the Campaign. 

"We have come a long way, and it is 

gratifying to realize that we have so 

many loyal alumni who continue to 

support their alma mater," states 

President Stephanie Bennett-Smith. 

"Centenary remains an important 

focus in the lives of its former 

students, who are committed to the 

College's future growth." 

The Capital Campaign 

for Centenary College has 

taken on a visible 

component around both 

the College's main campus 

and Equine Center, with 

architects, engineers, 

municipal officials and 

workmen regular visitors 

to both sites. In August, scaffolding 

was erected about the Seay Building 

dome, as a first step in the Seay 

Building 

million, 18-

month effort. The 

construction will 

take place in phases, from the top of 

the dome to ground level, and is 

expected to be completed in time for 

the Building's Centennial Anniversary 

in 2001. Alumni and p ejghbors ailk"e' 

are excited about the construction, and 

what it says about the College's 

strength, vitality and commitment to 

the community. 

Five miles away from the main campus 

in Long Valley, excitement abounds at 

the College's Equestrian Center. The 

long-awaited 

expansion of 

the Center is 

becoming a 

reality, which 

was celebrated 

on October 7, 1999, at a Ceremonial 

Groundbreaking Program. At the 

request of lead donor Finn M. W 

Caspersen, chairman of Knickerbocker 

LLC and Chairman and President of 

new arena will be named "The United 

States Equestrian Team Arena'' in 

honor of Centenary Trustee and USET 

official John H. "Jack" Fritz, for his 

many years of devoted service to the 

equestrian community. At the 

ceremony, all lead donors to this 

project were honored, including 

Mr. Caspersen, The 

Reeves Foundation 

of Summit, NJ; 

Nan Briwa Veeder '46, 

and Minorco. 

Pictured at the Equine Center 

Gr; , undbreaking October 7, 1999, from 

top: B niejenkins, associate execut1ve 

director, ET, Stephanie Bennett-Smith, 

Henry R. Slack, Trustee, John H. Fritz, 

Trustee, Nan Briwa Veeder '46, Harris F. 

Smith, chairman of the Board ofTrustees, 

Dominick V. Romano, vice president and 

CEO RoNetco Corp. and Campaign Tri

Chair. Lolly Dey, Linda Dey McDonald 

'62, President's Circle. Trish Varn 

Mahaffey '75, Alumni Association 

executive board member-at-large with 

Virginia Dodd Hook '44, Alumni 

Association executive board treasurer. 

Glenn Lewis, public affairs manager, 

Sprint in Lafayette, NJ, and jim O'Boyle, 

vice president, Independent College Fund 

for New Jersey. 



Rising 120 feet from the top of Church History Dr. Raymond Frey in a history of 

and Jefferson Streets, the Seay building is the College. 

a striking example of Italian Renaissance 

(Beaux Arts) architecture. It towers over 

the town that, in 

1874, pledged ten 

acres and $10,000 to 

bring Centenary to 

Hackettstown. 

Now, a hundred 

years after it 

opened, this 

historic landmark 

will receive a $3 

million facelift as 

part of the College's 

$15.3 million Capital Campaign. The 

restoration should be completed in the 

fall of 2000 with rededication 

scheduled for October. 

An Historic Rebirth 

In the early morning hours of October 

31, 1899 the College's first main 

building was completely destroyed by 

fire. With insurance money and pledges 

from friends, alumni and the local 

community, Centenary trustees resolved 

to rebuild, and on December 1, 1900, 

the cornerstone was laid. 

The new architecture was radically 

different from that of the first building. 

"Oscar S. Teale, the architect, provided 

Centenary with a group of buildings that 

even today are considered as unique as 

when they were erected at the turn of the 

century," writes Associate Professor of 

"This was Teale's most significant 

creation, his crowning achie, ement," 

Frey remarked, adding that j hen the 

building was begun in 1900, a time 

capsule was buried alongside the new 

cornerstone and the original corner

stone. The capsule is still there waiting 

to be unearthed. 

New Building Opens 

It's hard to imagine that less than a year 

after the cornerstone was laid, the new 

building could have opened; but open it 

did- on September 23, 1901. However, 

the chapel and classrooms remained 

unfinished, and teachers frequently had 

their classes interrupted by the sound of 

saws and pounding of hammers. 

In his dedication address on December 

5, 1901, Dr. George H. Whitney 

(Centenary's first president- 1869 

to 1895) acknowledged the gifts of 

generous donors. The largest single gift 

in the chapel was the pipe organ given 

by Anna Vincent (class of 1883). 

The Edward W. Seay Administration 

Building continues to serve as the 

centerpiece of the main campus. It 

functions as the primary campus 

building, housing the majority of 

administrative offices, along with class

rooms, computer laboratories, student 

affairs staff and the College's dining 

halls. It is flanked by Reeves Hall, a 



"This is a gorgeous building and an important 

part of the College," says former trustee Betty 
Dickinson Dunlap '44, who made the first major 

gift to the Capital Campaign for Centenary 
College. 

Betty has ties with Centenary that span several generations. Her great uncle 

and her grandfather both attended the prep school, and her daughter Susan 

graduated in 1968. She says that she herself got a lot out of her days at the 

College, and over the years she has tried to give back some of what she received. 

coeducational mixed class living 

unit, and South Hall, which will 

be transformed into The Institute 

for International Development 

at Centenary College to meet 

the growing demands of our 

global society. 

In addition to serving the Centenary 

community, the Seay Building is 

frequently used by local and regional 

groups for conferences, meetings, 

displays and exhibitions. The Northern 

New Jersey Annual Conference of the 

United Methodist Church uses the 

Front Parlours and the Whitney Chapel 

for many of its youth gatherings and 

community outreach. The Front 

Parlours are also home to the New 

Jersey Literary Series, funded in part by 

a grant from the New Jersey 

Endowment for the Humanities. These 

ceremonial spaces have been the site of 

lectures on women's health issues, 

regional educational forums, and 

Rhodes Scholar selection interviews. It 

is as important a resource to the 

Hackettstown community and 

surrounding regions as it is to 

Centenary College. 

Restoration Begins 

Placed on both the New Jersey and the 

National Register of Historic Places in 

1997, the 156,000 square-foot building 

is being restored under the watchful 

eyes of Holt Morgan Russell Architects 

of Princeton. 

According to Project Architect Eric 

Holtermann, the building was well 

constructed a century ago, and its most 

outstanding feature is its dome. In other 

buildings of that period, the dome 

would have been made of steel, but 

Centenary's was built entirely out of 

wood with slate shingles and a little steel 

to strengthen the structure. Subsequently 

it was covered with copper. 

Holtermann says that restoration of the 

cupola on top of the dome is 90 percent 

complete. "It still needs painting, and 

the roof will be gilded with 24-carat 

gold leaf. That remains to be done 

because it requires warm weather and 

no wind." 

The architects studied old photo

graphs and original drawings to 

ensure the restoration would be as 

authentic as possible. Plans include 

demolishing the current porch 

(probably built in the 1950s), 

rebuilding it in the configuration of 

the original porch, which was much 

longer, and restoring a balustrade. 

"We will also landscape the front of the 

building, remove the existing macadam 

and restore the gravel driveway, to mirror 

its original form." Holtermann explains. 

The pneumatic mechanism of the old 

clock, one of the last of its kind in the 

world, will be left in place. However 

a simple, more reliable, electronic 

mechanism will take over the task of 

telling the time. 

Already in place, the new carillon 

system is capable of playing a variety of 

chimes and music. When the system 

was tried out recently to herald in the 

new millennium, townspeople called 

the College to say how thrilled they 

were to hear the bells ringing again. 

Restoration of the Seay Building, 

expected to be completed fall of 2000, 

reaffirms the College's commitment to 

the communities it serves, while better 

reflecting the academic quality and 

fiscal progress the College has achieved. 

Most importantly, the Edward W Seay 

Administration Building will be the 

visible image of a vital, vibrant educa

tional environment, reflective of the 

notable accomplishments of faculty and 

students alike. 

I· 
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Convocation Celebrates a 

New Beginning for Students 

as Professor Harry J. 
Strickhausen Is Honored 

Convocation was held on Wednesday, 

September 15, to welcome students, 

faculty and staff members into the 

1999-2000 academic year. Anthony 

J. Leggett, husband of alumna Joan 

Desiderio Leggett '6 5, was the 

featured speaker. Mr. Leggett, a 

national columnist and noted author, 

offered a powerful and inspiring 

address on the "Magic of Centenary." 

Workers erect a stained glass Centenary College seal 

which now adorns the Whitney Chapel as a result of a 

generous donation from joan Desiderio Leggett '65 

and husband Anthony Leggett. 

10 

Retiring Professor of English Harry J. 

Strickhausen was presented with an 

honorary doctorate of Humane 

Letters by President Stephanie 

Bennett-Smith during Convocation, 

as students, faculty and staff members 

rose to a standing ovation. 

Dr. Strickhausen 

joined the faculty in 

1969. In 1980, he was 

honored with the 

Christian R. and 

Professor Harry Mary F. Linback 
J. Strickhausen Foundation Award for 

Distinguished Teaching, and in 1998-

1999 was selected as the Gates-Ferry 

Distinguished Lecturer. 

New Theatre Major 

Announced 

On Thursday, October 28, Carl 

Wallnau, associate professor of 

Theatre, flew in from East Lansing, 

MI, where he was in the national cast 

of "Titanic," to announce a new 

theatre major for the fall of 2000. 

According to Professor Wallnau, the 

Theatre Arts major will be a unique 

synthesis of a liberal arts education 

and conservatory training. 

1999 Alumni and 

Homecoming Weekend 

"We thoroughly enjoyed the weekend 

at Centenary" ... "The dinner for our 

50th reunion was a wonderful and 

memorable celebration" ... "The golf 

outing was great, I hope we have it 

again next year." This is only a small 

sampling of the alumni comments 

about Alumni and Homecoming 

Weekend which began with a golf 

outing on Friday at Harkers Hollow 

in Phillipsburg. Alumni of all ages 

ews 

Members of the Class of 1949 gathered at 

a 50th reunion dinner at President 

Bennett-Smith's Hackettstown home. 

joined the celebration on Saturday, 

which included a dressage demonstra

tion, an alumni panel discussion led 

by Dr. Deborah Diamond Fisch, 

Director of Counseling/Women's 

Center, and the annual Alumni 

Luncheon and Awards Presentation. 

The Equine Studies Department provided 

a splendid dressage program on Saturday 

morning. Student riders left to right: 

Mary Beth Flanders '02 and Maureen 

Diroven ' 00. 

Continued on page 12 



New members named to Board ofTrustees and President's Circle 
Centenary College has named three business leaders to its Board ofTrustees and five alumnae to its President's Circle. 

The new members are: 

Board ofTrustees 

Mark Avondoglio, 

owner and General 

Manager of Perona 

Farms in Andover, 

NJ, a company 

started by his great

grandfather in 1917, joined the 

Board in June. He is a Sussex 

County Regional Co-chair, with 

father Victor, for The Capital 

Campaign for Centenary College. 

President's Circle 

Diane "DD" Decker 

Sillcock5'54,areal 

estate broker for Cape 

North Real Estate in 

Orleans, MA and 

member of the Board 

of Realtors of Cape Cod and the 

Islands. Mrs. Sillcocks serves on the 

Board of Directors for Child and 

Family Service of Cape Cod and is 

Vice President of the Alumni 

Association Executive Board. 

Marguerite "Meg" 

Breuer Scott '62, a 

volunteer with the 

Assistance League of 

Indianapolis and with 

the Eiteljorg Museum 

of American Indians and Western 

Art, received a B.A. from the 

Timothy L. Smith, 

Vice President of 

Operations for 

Sodexho Marriott 

Services in Madison, 

CT, joined the Board 

in February. Mr. Smith received a B.S. 

in foodservice and housing administra

tion from Pennsylvania State University. 

He serves on the board of Lyman 

Farms, Inc. in Middlefield Connecticut, 

and is on the board of Mount Pleasant 

Cemetery in Newark, NJ. 

University of Minnesota and a M.A. 

from Southern Methodist University 

and resides in Indianapolis, IN. 

Carol Penner Deford '62 received a 

B.A. from Sarah 

Lawrence and a 

M.S.Wfrom 

Fordham University. 

She resides in Green 

Farms, CT, and is 

active with the Cystic Fibrosis 

Foundation. 

Arden Davis Melick '60, vice 

president of Public 

Affairs for KeySpan 

Energy, became a 

President's Circle 

member this April. 

Mrs. Melick received 

an A.A. degree from Centenary 

Herbert L. Henkel is 

CEO and President of 

Ingersoll-Rand 

Company, and joined 

the Board ofTrustees 

in February. 

Mr. Henkel received a B.S. in 

aerospace engineering and applied 

mechanics and a M.S. in mechanical 

engineering from Polytechnic 

University, as well as a M.B.A. from 

Pace University. He is a director of 

the Kollmorgen Corporation and 

Pitney Bowes, Inc. 

College, then attended Upsala College 

and Seton Hall University. She also 

serves on the Board ofTrustees for the 

College and was named one of 

Centenary's 125 Distinguished 

Alumni. Mrs. Melick resides in New 

York City and is a member of the 

Prospect Park Alliance. 

Dorothy "Doll" Spach Siegel '59 

joined the President's 

Circle in April. Mrs. 

Siegel is an active 

volunteer on behalf of 

many causes and also 

enjoys golf, tennis and 

ceramics. She is a resident of 

Annandale, NJ. 
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Continued .from page I 0 
The afternoon offered the traditional 

Tea and Social, featuring the Warren 

String Quartet. Mark your calendar 

for this year's event, scheduled for 

Friday, October 20, through Sunday, 

October 22. 

Athletic Update 

In April, the Centenary College 

Riding Team qualified for the 2000 

IHSA National Finals. The Finals will 

be held in May at the Georgia 

International Horse Park in Conyers, 

GA. The team will compete in the 

following events: Walk-Trot-Canter, 

Walk-Trot, Novice Flats, Novice 

Fences, Intermediate Flats and 

Intermediate Fences. 

The Lady Cyclones Basketball Team 

earned a bid to the NCAA Division 

III National Tournament in February, 

making them the first team in the 

College's history to achieve such an 

honor. 

This was the Women's Lacrosse 

Team's first year as a NCAA Division 

III sport. The Men's Lacrosse Team 

finished the season with a record of 

six wins and eight losses. Junior Zach 

Sayre was ranked in the top twenty 

in national statistics for points and 

goals scored per game. 

Philanthropy Update: 
Be a Part of the Magic 
In November, Centenary College 

launched its annual fund-raising 

appeal to support academic programs, 

scholarships and student-related 

projects. "We rely on the generosity 

of our alumni and friends to keep the 

scholarship program strong, as well as 

to bridge the gap between tuition 

funds and the operating budget," says 

Vice President for College Relations 

Debra Albanese. To date, gifts to the 

Centenary Fund appeal, "Be a Part of 

the Magic," and the Fall Phonathon 

have reached over $550,000. The 

Centenary Fund Campaign will 

continue through the end of the fiscal 

year on June 30, 2000. 

President's Circle Theatre 
Benefit Raises Funds for 
Scholarships; Summit Bank 
Underwrites Reception 
The President's Circle celebrated a 

successful theatre benefit when over 

70 supporters gathered for "Kiss Me, 

Kate" at the Martin Beck Theatre. 

A pre-theatre cocktail reception, 

generously underwritten by Summit 

Bank, was held at the Marriott 

Marquis in Times Square. The 

event raised over $15,000 to support 

the Scholarship Fund. 

Pictured from left to right: Carol Demuth 

Schaefer '62, Gayle Sickinger Maffeo '61 , 

President's Circle vice chair, and Janet 

Kipp Tribus '62. 

IN SEARCH OF ALL CENTENARY 

COLLEGE ALUMNI 

Have you ever tried to get in touch 

with an old classmate, only to find 

that the last directory is eight years 

old? Well, your troubles are over. 

Soon an impressive directory of our 

alumni will be available to help you 

locate your friends. 

The new Centenary College Alumni 

Directory, scheduled for release in 

December 2000, will be the most up

to-date and complete reference of over 

9,000 Centenary College alumni ever 

compiled! This comprehensive 

volume will include current name, 

address and phone number, academic 

data, plus business information (if 

applicable) bound into a classic, 

library quality edition. 

The Alumni Office has contracted 

for the prestigious Bernard C. Harris 

Publishing Company, Inc. to produce 

our directory. Harris Publishing will 

soon begin researching and compiling 

the information to be printed in the 

directory by mailing a questionnaire 

to each alumnus/a. (If you prefer not 

to be listed in the directory, please 

contact the Alumni Office in writing 

as soon as possible, at Centenary 

College, 400 Jefferson Street, 

Hackettstown, NJ 07840-2100.) 

Look for more details on the project 

in future College publications. 
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June November December 
MONDAY, 19-Cape Cod and the Islands Alumni FRIDAY, tO-President's Circle Annual Theatre SUNDAY, 3-'Tis the Season Holiday Gathering, 
Luncheon hosted by President's Circle member Benefit in New York City. This year join us for a Front Parlours, Seay Administration Building 
DD Decker Sillcocks '54 and Claire Couch Bosee performance of"The Music Man" at the Neil SATURDAY, 23-:JANUARY 1-Holiday Break, 
'54 at the Chatham Wayside Inn in Chatham, Simon Theatre. A pre-theatre reception will be 

College closed 
MA. held at the Marriott Marquis. 

SATURDAY, 18-Fall Open House 
For more information on any of these events, 

July please call the Office of College Relations at 

WEDNESDAY, 22-SUNDAY, 26-Thanksgiving/Fall (908) 852-1400, extension 2335. 

SATURDAY, 29-Pennsylvania Area Alumni Break, College closed 

Reception hosted by President's Circle members 

Carol Swenson Tanzola '71 and Erica Hontz 

Hoffman'83 at Wheatland, the rural Lancaster 

home of President James Buchanan. Arden 
Fall Athletic Calendar 

Davis Melick '60 will make a presentation enti-

tied, "The Lives of the First Ladies." A docented 

tour of the home is included. 

August 
THURSDAY, 17-Centenary College In-Person 

Registration 

TUESDAY, 29-Centenary College classes begin 

September 
MONDAY, 4-Labor Day, College closed 

THURSDAY, 14-Fall 2000 Convocation, Whitney 

Chapel, Seay Administration Building 

October 
SATURDAY, 14- North jersey Regional Women's 

Center at Centenary College Annual Theater 

Party and Silent Auction. For more information 

call 908-852-2374. 
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FRIDAY, 20 THROUGH SUNDAY, 22-Sneak 

preview of Alumni Day, Saturday: 51< Walk for 

Breast Cancer Research, Candlelight Service 

featuring the Centenary Singers, reception for all 

reunion years and a special reunion dinner for 

the class of 1950! Please watch your mail for 

registration information and a full schedule of 

events. Plan to come home to Centenary! 

Women's Soccer 
SEPTEMBER 
Sat 2nd Drew University 3pm 
Thu 7th Rutgers University-Newark 7pm 
Sat 9th Philadelphia College of Bible 2pm 
Mon 11th Ramapo College of NJ 5pm 
Thu 14th New Jersey City University 3:30pm 
Sun 17th St. Joseph's Patchogue 12pm 
Sat 23rd Manhattanville Tournament TBA 
Sun 24th Manhattanville Tournament TBA 
Tue 26th Moravian College 4pm 
Thu 28th College of Saint Elizabeth 4pm 
Sat 30th Marywood University 3pm 

OCTOBER 
Tue 3rd Allentown College 4pm 
Sat 7th Gwynedd Mercy 1pm 
Thu 12th King's University-PA 4pm 
Tue 17th Baptist Bible College 4pm 
Sat 21st SUNY-Farmingdale 3pm 
Wed 25th Muhlenberg College 4pm 
Sat 28th Stevens Institute ofTechnology 12pm 

Men's Soccer 
SEPTEMBER 

Thu 7th 
Sun 1Oth 
Wed 13th 
Sat 16th 
Tue 19th 

Sat 23rd 
Sun 24th 
Wed 27th 

''.',',',,',', 
.,,, 

East Stroudsburg University 
New York University 
New Jersey City University 
SUNY New York Maritime 

Villa Julie College 
Manhattanville Tournament 
Manhattanville Tournament 
CUNY-Hunter College 

4pm 
3pm 
4pm 
1pm 

4pm 
TBA 
TBA 

4pm 

OCTOBER 

Mon 2nd Rutgers University-Newark 4pm H 
Thu 5th Marywood University 4pm A 

A 
A 

Sat 7th St. Joseph's Patchogue 2pm H 

H 
Mon 9th Vassar College 4pm A 

H 
Thu 12th King's University 4pm A 

A 
Sat 14th CUNY-City University of New York12pmA 

A 
Tue 17th Baptist Bible College 4pm A 

A 
Sat 21st Dominican College 1pm H 

A 
Tue 24th CUNY-College of Staten Island 4pm H 

A 
Thu 26th CUNY-Medger Evars 7pm A 
Tue 31st Muhlenberg College 3pm H 

H 

A 

Women's Volleyball 
H SEPTEMBER 

A Tue 5th Baptist Bible College 7pm A 

H Thu 7th Kean University 7pm A 

H Sat 9th St. Joseph's College-Brooklyn 1pm A 

H Fri 15th Ramapo Tournament TBA A 

H Sat 16th Ramapo Tournament TBA A 

A Tue 19th Marywood University 7pm A 
Thu 21st New Jersey City University 7pm H 
Sat 23rd Rutgers University-Camden 1pm H 

OCTOBER 

Sun 1st St. Joseph's College-Patchogue/ 1pm H 
H 

SUNY-Farmingdale 
H 

Tue 3rd College of Saint Elizabeth 7pm A 
H 

Sat 7th Stevens Institute ofTechnology/ 12pm A 
A 

SUNY-John Jay College of Criminal Justice 
H 

Sat 14th WIAC Tournament (Stevens Tech .)TBA A 
A 

Sun 15th WIAC Tournament (Stevens Tech)TBA A 
A 

Thu 26th William Patterson University 7pm H 
H 

Sat 28th Rosemont College 12pm H 

I 
I' 



President Bennett-Smith presents Former Trustee host 

Fred J. Brotherton with a gift of appreciation for gener

ously underwriting the annual luncheon in Palm Beach, 

FL, held on Saturday, March 4, 2000. Over 40 alumni 

attended the luncheon, which was held at The Beach 

Club. The alumni hostesses for the event were Molly 

Moore McCormick '70 and C. joy Riddell '58. Vice 

President for College Relations Debra Albanese delivered 

a sl ide presentation on the current happenings at 

Centenary, including the restoration of the exterior of the 

Seay Administration Building and ground breaking for the 

new arena at the Equestrian Center in Long Valley. 
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