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THE CENTENARY EXPERIENCE 
Student-Centered Learning ... 

Unparalleled Service 

Founded in 7 867 by the Newark Conference of the 
United Methodist Church, Centenary College is an 

independent, coeducational, liberal arts and career studies 
college located in Hackettstown, NJ. 

Centenary is the only institution in northwest New Jersey 
granting baccalaureate and master's degrees and is 
distinguished by its accomplished faculty, small class 

size and diverse student body 

Centenary is accredited by the Middle States Association 
of Schools and Colleges and the International Assembly 

for Collegiate Business Education (IACBE). 

Centenary's regional articulation agreements include: 
Raritan Valley Community College 
Sussex County Community College 
Union County Community College 

Warren County Community College 

Centenary's articulation agreements with foreign 
universities include: 

St. Peter's College, Oxford University (UK) 
Ewha Woman's University (Korea) 

Hwa Nan Women's College (China) 
and Toyo Eiwa University (Japan) 

FACILITIES 

• Main Campus: 21 buildings on 42 acres in 
Hackettstown, NJ 

• Equestrian Center: 7 buildings on 65 acres in 
Washington Township, NJ 

• Center for Adult and Professional Studies (CAPS): 
located in Parsippany and MetroPark, Isel in, NJ 

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 

• Undergraduate Programs: 20 bachelor's degree 
programs with 14 concentrations, 5 associate's degree 
programs, 6 education certification programs, 
certificate program in criminalistics and 14 minors 

• Graduate Programs: accounting, business administra
tion, counseling, counseling psychology, education, 
English literature, leadership and public administration, 
psychoanalysis, learning and technology and 
special education 

• Center for Adult and Professional Studies (CAPS): 
flexible, accelerated educational programs leading to 
associate's, bachelor's, M.B.A. and M.S.M . degrees 

COllEGE ENROllMENT 

• 1,760 undergraduate students from 34 states and 
10 foreign countries - 1 ,440 full-time undergraduate 
students; 320 part-time undergraduate students 

• 34% men, 66% women- 68% from New Jersey 

• 34% regional- 7% international students 

• 40% 25 years or older 

• 60% live on campus 

• 423 graduate students 

FINANCIAl AID 

• $4.9 million in f inancial aid awarded from the College's 
$21 .7 million annual budget 

FACULTY 

• 155 full-time and adjunct • 58% hold terminal degrees 

• Student to faculty ratio : 16:1 • Average class size: 15 

TECHNOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

• Laptop computer for every full-time faculty member and 
full-time student at the Hackettstown campus 

• Wireless network on the Hackettstown and Washington 
Township campuses 

• All buildings in Hackettstown are connected via a 
gigabit network 

• 21 multi-media equipped classrooms 

• 6 teach ing labs with multi-media equipment and 
student workstations 

• Library equipped with a public access scanner, 18 on-line 
databases, Internet capabilities and 42 public-access 
computers 

INTERCOllEGIATE ATHLETICS 

• Members of NCAA Division Ill, ECAC, IHSA, WIAC, 
Skyline Athletic Conference and Knickerbocker Women's 
Lacrosse Conference 

• 14 Intercollegiate athletic teams including : baseball, 
basketball, cross country, equine, soccer, golf, lacrosse, 
softball, volleyball and wrestling 

TUITION/BASIC FEES 

• $17,100 tuition, $7,300 room and board, 
$720 additional fees 

NOTE: Statistics are based on 2003104 academic year. 
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featured in this issue of ((The Centenarian )) and Dr. Shane 

Fitzpatrick) associate professor of political science) at 

Centenary Colleg/s 2004 commencement. Dr. Fitzpatrick 

is wearing a doctoral robe from his alma mater; the 

University of Edinburgh (a sleeveless) velvetless black gown 

through which a traditional kilt extends). 



CYCLONES MAKE 
THEIR IMPACT 
ON CAMPUS 

Cyclone ( si) klan) n. An atmospheric disturbance characterized by 

masses of rapidly circulating air rotating around a calm center of low 

pressure usually accompanied by stormy weather. 

For those who may not be aware, Centenary's athletic 
teams are known as the Cyclones. Back in 1989 when the 
name was adopted, it was a cross between wishful think-
ing and poetic license. After all, cyclones are formidable, 
awe-inspiring forces of nature, and Centenary's tiny athletic 

program had not yet begun creating atmospheric disturbances. If you flash back to the early 1900s, when Centenary's 
lady and gentleman athletes amused themselves at croquet "on fine sunny days on the greensward," as Leila Custard 
wrote in "Through Golden Years," a better name would have been Gentle Zephyrs. But those times are over. 

"In recent years, Centenary's student-athletes have earned their imposing moniker honestly," says Diane Finnan, 
director of athletics. The College's astounding 100 percent growth in student population since 1997 has been accom
panied by an even greater expansion and participation in athletics. As recently as 1999, Centenary had 53 student
athletes. A tally in 2004 indicates that the number of student-athletes has risen to 230. In her additional role as 
vice president of enrollment and the former coach of women's basketball, Finnan is perfectly positioned to address 
these phenomenal strides. 

Centenary's student-athletes currently participate in 14 areas of men's and women's intercollegiate competition 
including basketball, soccer, volleyball, lacrosse, softball, wrestling, baseball, cross country, golf and equestrian teams. 
What is even more noteworthy is that the College is a member and competitor in the National College Athletic 
Association (NCAA) Division Ill and the Skyline Athletic Conference, among others. The Cyclones compete in parity with 
colleges and universities in New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania that boast larger student bodies, greater resources 
and dramatically superior facilities. Additionally some of these schools offer athletic scholarships, which Centenary 
does not. 

The Centenary Women)s Lacrosse Team getting ready for a practice session. 



"What we have going here is a kind of David-and

Goliath phenomenon," Finnan explains. "We have very 

committed athletes and coaches, and we do extremely 

well considering our resources." 

In order to qualify for Division Ill, the NCAA mandates 

that institutions sponsor at least five sports each for 

men and women, with two team sports for each gen

der. Each gender must also be represented in each 

playing season. The NCAA states that in Division Ill, 

the student-athlete's experience is paramount, not the 

spectators', and the emphasis is on maximizing the 

number and variety of athletic opportunities for partici

pants. In short athletes who are drawn to Division Ill 

schools are a perfect fit with the philosophy of 

Centenary's athletic program. 

"We seek out students who want academics as their 

main focus, with athletics as a vital supplement to their 

college experience," Finnan says. The pursuit of excel

lence that characterizes the College's academic mission 

is of equal importance to the athletic program. 

Centenary's recruitment efforts have been bolstered 

by the recent hiring of a full-time recruiter. 

"The first priority is to compete at the highest level 

of which one is capable," says Finnan, who played 

basketball as an undergraduate at Northwestern 

University. 

Centenary's supporters (including President Dr. 

Kenneth L. Hoyt who makes a point of popping up 

on the sidelines often) were thrilled by the athletes' 

banner year in 2003. Among many accomplishments, 

the men's lacrosse team was selected to the ECAC 

Tournament; a member of the wrestling team was 

named NCAA Ill Scholar All-American; a women's soc

cer coach was honored as Skyline Coach of the Year; 

the women's soccer team was selected to the ECAC 

Tournament; the women's volleyball team received the 

Skyline Sportsmanship Award; and a female volleyball 

player was named Skyline Rookie of the Year. 

Off the playing field (and flying in the face of hack

neyed jock-jokes), Centenary's student-athletes also 

meet academic challenges. Their retention rate is an 

impressive 87 percent, with 54 of more than 200 

athletes last year posting G.P.A.s of 3.3 and above. 

Additionally, six student-athletes were chosen as 

Academic All-American Honorees. To make sure that 

they don't slip, athletes are closely monitored in season 

via academic progress reports. When needed, they are 

given whatever support they require, including study 

continued on page 4 

3 

Lady C:rclones Headed 
Across the Ocean 

THE LADY CYCLONES soccer team is taking the show on the road 

this August. Under the guidance of head coach Kevin Davies, 

they will be playing games against professional women~ soccer teams 

in Manchester, London and Cambridge, England If that sounds a bit 

bold, the team appears up to it. "We 're good enough now to go over 

there and give a good accounting of ourselves, " says the Welsh-born 

coach, who also serves as Centenary~ director of sports management. 

In addition to playing NCAA Division Ill and making it to the finals 

in the Skyline Conference, the Lady Cyclones posted their best season 

ever; winning 11 games this past season. They also won the Women~ 

Intercollegiate Athletic Confer·ence (WJAC). "Our team is stronger· 

and better than ever, " Davies says, "and I am very, very proud of 

them. " Davies says the team is intent on becoming one of the 

best in the country! 

Cyclones Play Ball 

M EN'S BASEBALL, the Colleges newest varsity spar~ gets 

stronger and stronger: After only one season as a club 

team, the Cyclones gained member·ship in NCAA Division Ill in 2001. 

Head coach Dave Sawicki (himself a former Division I player) set out 

to build a strong team .f1·om day one. ''It took a lot of phone calls, 

recruiting, attending showcases, contacting riferrals and talking to 

high school coaches, " he recalls. 

Even when they fielded on0J 19 players in 2001, Sawicki believed they 

could meet the competition. Centenary~ student-athletes take the 

game very seriously and focus hard on achieving a conference title. 

"They want to make it to the NCAA tournamen~ " he says, and players 

and coaches work toward it every day. "When we step on that field, 

my player'S under'Stand that it's all business. " In fac~ one of his 

athletes) Nigel Archibald '05, was recently named NCAA-All 

American. 

However, there is a flip side. just as his coaches were there for him, 

Sawicki says that his door is open to them. "Players understand they 

can come to me and I'm there for them, and their parents under·

stand tha~ too. "Also a senior admissions counselor, the head coach 

believes that the teams success derives from their college experience. 

"They like playing ball and being at Centenary. They 're getting what 

they want academically, athletically and socially. " 



halls, tutors and even coach-professor-student meet
ings. "We're a small campus," Finnan says of these 
safety-nets, "and we take pride in being there for our 
student-athletes." 

These same students fi~d time to be active in campus 
activities, participating in student government and 
even contributing three student body presidents in 
recent years. Student-athletes also take busman's 
holidays into the community. They regularly run skill 
clinics for children in the Hackettstown area in base
ball, wrestling and basketball. 

Much of the credit for student-athletes' fervor and 
dedication belongs to the coaches whom Finnan 
describes as educators and leaders. Naturally they 
stress game fundamentals, but they also emphasize 
responsibility, discipline and commitment- qualities 
that endure long after the whistle has blown. The ath
letic department subscribes to a golden rule that 
defines the "Teaching Coach" (see "Athletic 
Philosophy" below). The coaches' goal is "to maximize 
human potential," a tact which seems to be working 
well. Retention of full-time coaches has been an amaz
ing 92 percent tremendously impacting on student
athletes' recruitment, retention and performance. 

EVERY COACH'S MISSION IS TO PROVIDE THE STUDENT-ATHLETE 

WITH A COMPETITIVE PROGRAM AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

ACHIEVE EXCELLENCE INDIVIDUALLY OR AS PART OF A TEAM. 

THE PHRASE "THE TEACHING COACH," COMMITTED TO THE 

STUDENTS, BEST DESCRIBES OUR PHILOSOPHY OF MAINTAINING A 

STRONG ACADEMIC PROFILE. 

As COACHES WE SERVE AS BOTH EDUCATORS AND LEADERS. 

CENTENARY'S GOAL IS TO MAXIMIZE THE HUMAN POTENTIAL OF 

OUR STUDENT-ATHLETES. OUR HOLISTIC APPROACH STRESSES 

THE FUNDAMENTALS OF THE GAMES WE PLAY, AS WELL AS THE 

VALUES OF RESPONSIBILITY, DISCIPLINE AND COMMITMENT. 

WE KNOW THAT THESE PRINCIPLES WILL TRANSLATE INTO 

VICTORIES, BUT MORE IMPORTANTLY, THEY WILL DEVELOP YOUNG 

PEOPLE WITH CHARACTER. THOSE WHO COMPETE AND GRADU

ATE BECOME TRUE CHAMPIONS, FOR THEY WILL UNDERSTAND 

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE. 

This September, Charles Way, the director of player development of 
the NY Giants will serve as the Gates-Ferry Lecturer at Centenary 
College. The Gates-Ferry Distinguished Visiting Lectureship at 
Centenary College recognizes the dedication to the College of joseph 
R. Ferry, Trustee from 1948 to 1976 and Treasurer of the Board of 
Trustees for 20 years. The Lectureship honors his exemplary moral 
principles and his commitment to Centenary s future. It was estab
lished to set high standards and goals for students and faculty 
alike, and to enrich the quality of life on the Centenary Campus. 
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Sports Link 

For students who want to combine a passion for sports with a strong 

business background, Centenat)J offers a concentration in sports 

management Drawing both athletic-minded and career-oriented 

students, the business department's spm·ts management pmgram 

prepares graduates to work in pmfessional and college sports, sports 

promotion, health and fitness center management, broadcasting, 

communication, marketing, and many other fields in this mega

billion-dollar growtb indusftJ'. The challenging roster of courses 

ranges from statistics to finance and managerial accounting to 

macroeconomics. It also features an internship program. 

SportsLink, a sports-marketing company tbat specializes in managing 

and pmducing nationwide sports events including the US. Army 

All-American Bowl, is based in Hackettstown. Rich McGuinness, 

SportLink s president, has hired up to five sports management 

students as interns over tbe past couple of years and raves about 

tbe synergy between the neighbors. "The first few interns were 

except;onal, "McGuiness says! "and they did a great job for us. 

In addition to working and teaming in the office, tbe interns also 

worked the pbysical events out of town, interacting witb major 

sponsors! film crews! tbe media and celebrities. " 

McGuinness says be hit gold witb interns Tim Sanfratello '02 and 

Kyle Roe '03. "We realized that tbere was nothing they couldn 't do, 

and we made tbem responsible for tbe All-American tour: " 

Along with SportsLink staff, the two traveled the country last fall1 

announcing at higb scbool pep rallies1 meeting tbe press and 

appearing on television to promote an upcoming competition. 

"People told us tbey tbougbt Tim and Kyle were guys with five years' 

e:A-perience! tbey were so professional! "McGuinness said "We were 

ve~y proud to hear tbat. " 



The CENTENARY 
FRESHMAN 
EXPERIENCE 

When people speak of "The Freshman Experience," they 

usually have visions of first-year college students beset by 

problems of weight gain, wandering about campus in a confused 

way, trying to figure out the meaning of new terms such as 

"bursar" and "quad." 

What can be done to alleviate such a syndrome? 

After several years in the making, Centenary College has 

developed "Freshman Experience" (FE) programs to ease the transition for first-year students from life before college 

to life at college. 

They include a peer-tutor program, a wireless experience and a roster of courses designed especially for first-year 

students. The results have been positive, and today's freshmen are looking less confused and more engaged 

than ever before. 

The peer-tutor program uses upper class students with exceptional interpersonal qualities and a desire and ability to 

mentor and assigns them to students in first-year courses. Peer-tutors complete an intensive training program that 

prepares them to offer students the emotional, informational and academic support they need. 

In addition, a senior faculty member is paired with each student and act as an advisor their first year. They teach the 

Freshman Experience (FE) courses and guide their first year journey from an academic and co-curricular standpoint. 

The wireless experience provides students with personal laptops and trains them in how to care for their new acquisi

tions. The program integrates technology into the learning process in an unprecedented way (see "Centenary Goes 

Wireless" on page 8). The program also sponsors "The HUB," a place where freshmen can bring their laptops, discuss 

their projects and brainstorm ideas with peer-tutors and writing associates. 

Using popular, often quirky hooks, the (FE) courses connect various disciplines and ways of thinking and pique students' 

Pictured are freshman students moving into Reeves Hall last fall. 



attention in the process. Fun aside, these offerings 
hone skills needed to work through problems and find 
methods of obtaining knowledge. Students use on-line 
and in-person collaboration, conduct research on the 
world wide web, interview peers, meet and share pre
sentations with other FE classes and take field trips. 
Along the way, they gain knowledge and experiences 
that apply to other classes and to life. Consider such 
courses as "Rock and Roll as a Social Force," "Culture 
in Business," "The History of Warfare," "The 

Simpsons: an American Family," and "Personal 
Financial Planning." It's clear, the range is broad. What 
role does war play in our society? What is heroism? 
How has Elvis' crooning impacted race relations, civil 
rights and the women's rights movement? What if 
international clients greet you with a bow? Do you 
bow right back or assert the American way and shake 
hands? FE classes tackle these issues and more. 

THE SIMPSONS: AN AMERICAN fAMILY 

If FE courses sound fluffy in the catalogue, faculty 
respond "it's only gift wrap." But if they make you 
wish you were in college, th.ey're hitting their mark. 
"It's a hook to attract students' attention," Norman 
Cetuk says of the provocative offerings, including his 
class on television's dysfunctional family. 
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The assistant professor of criminal justice and sociology 
says that "everyone who took "The Simpsons" came 
in with a good working knowledge of the show, and 
then used that as a focal point to discuss big topics." 
Make no mistake, students toil for the de rigueur 
donuts (Homer Simpson's favorite dessert) each week. 

Freshman Rich Strangfield '07 from Chester, NY, could 
not believe his luck. "This course was a must-have for 
me," the hard core Simpsons fan says. To which Jamie 
Nowakowski '07 added, "The Simpsons are a lot deep

er than most people realize." 

Each week students view Simpsons' episodes dealing 
with specific social issues such as "Large Marge" and 
the obsession with physical appearance; "'Scuse Me, 
Where Did the Stars Go?" and the effect of light pollu
tion; and "Who Shot Mr. Burns" and youth and vio
lence. "These are topics that young adults need to 
address," Cetuk says. Students are challenged to iden
tify themes and apply them to their lives and beyond. 

On seeing the episode in which Marge Simpson mis
takenly undergoes breast enlargement in the hospital, 
students discussed plastic surgery, inner beauty versus 
appearance, the role of the media and the effect on 
society. The Simpsons' microcosm, animated though it 
is, often reminds students of the world around them. 

"In tackling such topics as Aristotle and virtue, ethics, 
morality in America, political hypocrisy, and society's 

obligation to the needy versus the greedy, they took 
the issues farther than I expected," Cetuk says. Cetuk 
deemed the course a success. Students thought criti
cally, worked cooperatively, honed their writing skills 
and presented oral reports using PowerPoint. Not bad 
for a 'to on class! 

DATING, RELATING AND SIMSULATING 

Down the hall from the "reel" lives of Homer and 
Marge Simpson, Amy D'Oiivo's students explored real 
life relationships. "Dating, Relating and SIMsulating," 
explored the culture's rules regarding dating, love, mar
riage and intimacy. "How Technology Has Changed the. 
Way People Date," was particularly intriguing, 

Sociology Instructor D'Oiivo says, referring to the 
Internet, e-mail and instant messaging. "These non
face-to-face interactions have changed perceptions of 
what is called 'dating.' The courting rituals of prior 
generations and even of a decade ago are much 
altered." 

In addition to lectures and texts, students accessed 
"The SIMsulator," a computer game/virtual life 



simulator. Playing SIMS entails creating characters and 

families and controlling all aspects of their lives. 

"Students could buy and furnish a house, make the 

characters engage in any behavior they chose, and 

even have babies." This last option was less control

lable. "New babies, even in cyberspace, cry at will," 

D'Oiivo points out. 

Initially students denied similarities between their cre

ations and themselves. But in discussions and journals 

over the course of the semester, D'Oiivo says they 

articulated a different perception, realizing that 

"They're just like me!" 

While discussing and exploring dating, friends, social 

dynamics, what it means to date, and how college 

impacted their relationships, students formed friend

ships both in class and out during shared presentations 

with other FE classes. 

"Students were delighted to be playing computer 

games for credit," D'Oiivo says with a laugh. "And 

their fun intersected with such FE goals as developing 

oral presentation skills, 

mentoring other stu

dents, team building, 

forming friendships and 

applying critical thinking 

to all aspects of their 

lives." 

ROCK AND Rou. AS A 

SOOALFORa 

Dr. Joseph P. Linskey's 

class, "Rock and Roll as 

a Social Force" was 

another FE offering that 

had them pleading for 

admittance. While stu

dents acknowledged 

that they had hoped to 

just sit and listen to 

tunes, what they got 

was that and more. 

Surveying the late1900s, 

the class listened to the 

music of each decade, watched relevant film and video 

clips and read the news. They researched specific songs 

on the Internet each week, examined the lyrics and the 

music, and did a critical analysis in historical context. 

Then they scrutinized the songs in today's context. 

"To their credit, students convinced me that a lot of 

their music has a purposeful rationale as well," Linskey 

says. 

Regarding the meaning of the music, "I asked them to 

tell me what they thought. I never told them what the 

message was ... just that there's something there," 

Linskey says. Seeing students grow intellectually was a 

great experience for the assistant professor of criminal 

justice and sociology. 

"They interpreted and were able to explain why I saw 

them looking beyond what was there, growing and 

looking at music differently," he adds. "If they didn't 

always get the message exactly right, they did consider 

what was going on at the time." 

"If anything changes next year, it will only be due to 

time constraints," Linskey explains. "Who knows, the 

next FE class may be, 'So many tunes, so little time."' 

Entering college may never be a piece of a cake (or a 

donut), but The Freshman Experience offers an aca

demic community built upon friendship, fun, intel

lectual challenge and development. 

Centenary College will offer some new exciting Freshman Experience 

classes this fall, including the following: 

The Culture of New Orleans 

The Psychology of Reality TV 

Centenary Cultural Culinary Seminar 



ANYTIME, 
ANYWHERE: 
FIRST WIRELESS 
COLLEGE IN 
NEW JERSEY 
When Centenary became the state's first 100 percent 
wireless college campus last fall, 950 powerful new 
laptops in custom carrying cases found homes with 
students. In keeping with the celebratory air that 
accompanied the distribution of the IBM ThinkPads, 
the day's events included a luau, a pig-roast and 
classes on "The Care and Feeding of Your Laptop." 

Thanks to Centenary's new "Anytime, Anywhere 
Connected Learning Community," President 

Dr. Kenneth L. Hoyt believes that the digital divide 
that exists among students with limited access to and 
experience with technology will be overcome. 

"We are creating a barrier-free, inclusive learning 
environment ... enhanced with ubiquitous, mobile, 
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wireless access to state-of-the-art learning tools and 
resources," he says. 

In anticipation of the campus-wide program, faculty 
members received laptops two years ago along with 
training on using technology to enhance student learn
ing both in and out of the classroom. Additionally, a 
campus-wide wireless network was installed, as was 
multimedia equipment in a majority of classrooms. 

Practically speaking, wireless computing means that it 
is not necessary to be physically plugged in to be 
online. Whether a student is sitting on a bench in the 
quad, in a secluded spot in the library, watching a 
lacrosse game, or sitting in the cafeteria, location and 
proximity to a connection are non-issues. Students can 
participate in class discussions, catch up on class notes, 
e-mail professors and fellow students, and participate 
in group projects, not to speak of surfing the net, 
anytime, anywhere. 

As they collected their R40s (with built-in antennas), 
students admitted that the potential of their new 
learning tools was exciting. English major Rachel 
Jeffries-Fox '04 says her mind was spinning with 
possibilities. She looked forward to live online 
chatting on group projects and turning in assignments 
electronically. 

Ryan Scharadin '05 says that instant messaging would 
enable him to contact other students while he did 
homework, without using a phone or leaving his room. 

For their part, faculty acknowledged the effort to get 
up to speed . Replacing blackboard and chalk with 
PowerPoint and multimedia is no small leap. "It's been 
worth it," Criminal Justice Professor Norman Cetuk 
says. In Theater Arts and Communication, Associate 
Professor Carl Wallnau says that access has been a 
boon, enabling students to peruse play reviews and 
photographs of set designs while sharing online discus
sions. In fact, some appear freed by the anonymity of 
the Internet, and Wallnau has found that students 
who contribute little in class become active online 
participants. 

Centenary's wireless program was implemented 
through a partnership with the IBM Corporation, 

its technology solutions partner, Info Tech, and 
TekConnect, an educational technology integration 
and consulting firm. 

Sign of the times at the new wireless Centenary: "The 
dog ate my homework," just won't cut it anymore. 



CALLING ALL 
CENTENARIANS! 
"We look forward to speaking with our alumni and 

telling them all the good news here at the College," 

Stan Kula says of the buzz of activity emanating from 

the new Communication Center. Housed in the 

Edward W. Seay Administration Building, the 

Communication Center contains a 15-line dedicated 

phone bank for reaching out to members of the 

Centenary community wherever they may be. 

As director of development, Kula, who joined 

Centenary last year, believes in the benefits of a one

on-one conversation with alumni. "A piece of mail 

does not start a conversation," he says, "but a tele

phone call, from a friendly student or an enthusiastic 

alumnus who comes back to work the phones, does. 

We are bringing people home telling them about the 

incredible growth and inviting them to come and see 

what's happening." 

The enthusiasm is proving to be effective. The 

Centenary Fund, formerly known as the Annual Fund, 

held the first of two annual seven-week phonathons in 

fall 2003. They were very successful. 

"We had more than 800 individual pledges, and the 

interesting thing is that 300 of them were from people 

who had not pledged previously," Kula says. 

Marketing and management major Emily Moscetti '05 

has worked at the Communication Center for three 

semesters. Although she was nervous at first, Moscetti 

says that students find a pitch that works for them, 

and once they get a few pledges under their belt, they 

begin to relax. Plus getting paid is a big bonus. 

"College students and money are always an issue," 

she says. 

This past year Moscetti supervised evening calling ses

sions, and says they are working well. "Working with 

other students is very relaxing, and it's a nice atmos

phere." After a year of calling, she's experienced 

enough to field questions and keep the effort organ

ized. Students are fully trained and aren't cold-calling, 

since alumni receive a letter prior to the call, and they 

often say that they've been expecting a call and want 

to hear what's happening on campus. 

Michael Rogers '04 also worked in the Communication 

Center while taking 19 credit hours and sending out 

his resume. Enthusiastic and energetic, the sports 

management major's lifelong philosophy has been to 

do all he can all the time. 

Rogers says he learns a lot from talking to alumni and 

has great fun discussing Centenary now and then with 

them. "I explain all the new exciting things on campus 

and ask them to support the program," he says. "I tell 

them whatever amount they give helps out and goes a 

long way." 

The Centenary Fund, comprised of all donations to the 

College from alumni, parents, friends, corporations, 

foundations, etc. makes up the gap between what 

tuition dollars cover and the real cost of providing the 

Centenary Experience. The Fund supports scholarships, 

academic programs, resources for the library and tech

nology, and the many extras that Centenary students 

receive. 

Through personal meetings, letters and calls at the 

Communications Center, the Centenary Fund is 

dedicated to reaching out to Centenary alumni, 

one conversation at a time. 

FALL PHONE PROGRAM 

Monday, October 4, 2004 - Thursday, November 18, 2004 

SPRING PHONE PROGRAM 

Monday, February 7, 2005 - Thursday, March 1 7, 2005 

Emily Moscetti (05 



MOSCOW 
ACCORDING 
TO TINA 
JOURNAL ENTRIES BY HONG RONG TANG {TINA) '02r04 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 

lANGUAGE AND CULTURE TRIP TO 

INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF MOSCOW 

MAY 29TH TO JUNE 16TH, 2003 

Centenary College has offered a three-week intensive language 
and culture program at the International University of Moscow 
(IUM) in June for the past three years. Students take the 
Introduction to Russian Language course during the previous 
semester. I always guide the trip, and we always partner with 
Washington and Jefferson College (in Washington, PA, - 30 
miles from Pittsburgh). Students study Russian language in the 
mornings, and then we travel to historical, political and cultural 
sites in the afternoons and evenings. Students stay in a dormi
tory (a converted military barracks) located on Leningradsky 
Prospect (Leningrad Street). We go on one long weekend trip 
outside Moscow to the "Golden Ring" cities of Vladimir and 
Suzdal. They are important medieval cities full of beautiful 
cathedrals and monasteries. 

The language instruction is offered in an innovative technique created by Kitai Gorodskaya in which students partici
pate in many group activities in the same way students learned the English language in first and second grade (plenty 
of games, songs and so forth). The idea is to help overcome the anxiety of learning languages. 

Students are required to keep a journal of the trip. They are assigned a grade by the instructors at IUM, and they 
receive three credits for the course. After completing the summer course, students are eligible for attending IUM for a 
full semester. IUM was created by Presidents Bush and Gorbachev as a special university for the training of managers in 
post-Soviet Russia. Instruction is in both English and Russian languages, so our students will be comfortable with the 
lecture format. However, they are required to continue Russian language study if they enroll for a semester. 

-Dr. Shane Fitzpatrick, associate professor of political science and coordinator of the Languages and Culture Trip to the International University of Moscow 



SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2003. 

Sherementyevo Airport, Moscow. 

When the plane slowly taxied to a halt, I realized that I 

was putting my feet in the country that had long been 

the leader of the communist world. Russia, once one 
of the two super-powers in the world, was right before 

me. I wondered how it would look after the great 

changes of recent years. Was it still as glorious as 

before, or was today's Russia a mere distorted shadow 

of the former Soviet Union? 

As we walked out of the airport building, a familiar air 

blew onto my face. It was the smell of diesel exhaust 
and factory fumes and made me think of China. 

Representatives from the International University in 

Moscow had been waiting for us for a long time. Their 

friendly smiles and warm greetings completely dis

pelled the tiredness I felt from the journey. 

On the way to the International University in Moscow, 

I gazed out of the window. I saw a picture of early 

summer with trees on each side of the road turning 

into yellow. Dust obscured the true color of the sky. 

The bus ride was long, bumpy and smelly. I did not 

see many skyscrapers but every building appeared 

very large. 

Security in the dormitory was high. In fact we were 

told that we would not be allowed back into the dorm 

in the evening without our room card. Was Russia so 

dangerous a place, I wondered? My room was not big 

but very clean. It was a bit old and shabby, but I felt 

that every effort was made to have the rooms look 

nice for us. I lay down for a nap. Suddenly I was awok

en by my roommate- it was time for dinner. I was so 

hungry that I swallowed the food without chewing 

and had no idea whether it was tasteful or not. I did 

know that I liked the dumplings served in the pot the 

best. 

Because of Russia's northern latitude, the sun set very 

late at this time of the year. I realized that this was 

going to be a real ~dventure. 

TUESDAY, MAY 31, 2003. 

leningradsky Prospect, Moscow. 

Today was our first class in Russian. I was full of both 

curiosity and nervousness. How would the teacher lec

ture students like me who knew nothing about the 
Russian language 7 Of course, the prospect of trying to 

learn another foreign language in so short a time 

made me very nervous. 

Russian class reminded me of when I began studying 

English back in China. Vocabulary, grammar, set 

expressions- from the very beginning these had 

almost suffocated me. If I had not passed the entrance 
exam, I doubt that I would have continued to learn 

English. The process of first learning English did not 

give me joy, and those were the darkest days of my 

entire learning life. It is no exaggeration to say that I 

still tremble with fear when I remember first studying 

English. 

Suddenly, as I sat in Russian class, a strange sound 

interrupted my train of thought. No matter how hard 

I tried to understand, I failed to catch anything the 

teacher said. What surprised me most was the way the 

teacher conducted class. We did not sit motionless like 

Buddha, we jumped, danced, sang and walked around 

the classroom. The whole classroom turned into a 

circus encircled by laughter. All too soon, the class 

ended. For the first ~ime I realized that learning a for

eign language could arouse my interest. 

After class Dr. Shane Fitzpatrick told me that the 

methodology used by the teacher was called the Kitai 

Gorodskaya Method. It focused on helping students 

learn language through very active participation in a 

variety of games. It was much like when we were very 

young and learned our native languages. 

In this method, students helped each other so that no 

one felt the pressure of not knowing the right answer. 

Dr. Fitzpatrick encouraged me to learn more about 

this methodology and suggested that I might use it 

to teach English to Chinese students. What he said 

greatly inspired me. As an English teacher, I do 

not want students to experience what I went through 

when I began learning English. The nightmare of 

learning a foreign language should be over and 

never return. 

How am I going to do that? I am now lost in 

thought. ... 



THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 2003. 

Leningradsky Prospect, Moscow. 

The time has really slipped away. I have been very 

immersed in this exotic atmosphere, but it was time for 

us to say goodbye to this country that has experienced 

an incredible, sometimes tragic, history. 

Scenes of the many historical places again rose before 

my eyes. Of course, there is Red Square, a symbol of 

Russia and one of the most well-known squares in the 

world. It has more than 500,000 square feet of open 

land where official state events are celebrated. It still 

has a strong appeal to people all over the world and 

especially in China. 

St. Basil's Cathedral is probably the most familiar and 

glorious site. It is a cluster of eight individual churches, 

each one with its own dome. I was amazed by the 

Tina Tang co 2/ (04
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two Russian architects who built such a magnificent 

cathedral. Unfortunately we did not see the interior as 

it was undergoing restoration, but the spectacular 

exterior was there for all to see. 

Lenin's Mausoleum is nestled up against the exterior of 

the Kremlin wall. Dr. Fitzpatrick said that during the 

communist years thousands of people lined up for the 

opportunity to view the body of Lenin in his glass 

enclosure. However, not many people visited him when 

we were there. I wonder if the father of the Soviet 

Union has been gradually forgotten by younger gener

ations. It seems to me that in China, Mao has a little 

more recognition, but the young generation has lost 

interest in him also. 

In retrospect, Vladimir, an important city in the 

medieval history of Russia, made a deep impression 

on me. I admire this ancient 

and yet modern society with its 

typical wooden houses, unique 
local customs, different styles 

of architecture, and museums 

filled with ancient Russian arts 

and collections. 

Last night, for our final evening in 

Russia, Dr. Fitzpatrick, Hui Chen 
,04 (Kenni) and I went to a 

Chinese restaurant. The decor and 

the authentic Chinese food con

fused me. It made me think I was 

already back in China. And just at 

that very moment, ~~will you still 

love me tomorrow? II a melodious 

Chinese song, began to play. 

I have grown attached to this 

unique country and, in the end, I 

really enjoyed my brief exploration 

of the Russian language. I do not 

know whether I will have the 

chance to visit this country again, 

but I take back to Centenary 

College, and to China, a different 

perspective on one part of the 

world. 



TRAC: SITTING 
ONTOPOFTHE 
WORLD 

II Pure joy and happiness,~~ is his mother's portrayal of Joseph 
Schuerman on horseback. Joey, who suffered a brain

damaging stroke at birth, beams from his saddled perch 

atop Mondant, a 16-hand-high Warmblood horse. On 
Saturday mornings the 15-year-old boy awakens in incompa
rable excitement. ~~we've got to hold Joey back for two 

hours until it's time for class, 11 Sandra Schuerman says. She 
bubbles with pleasure as she conveys Joey's unprecedented 

enthusiasm at TRAC. II He smiles and laughs, he loves to gallop, he wears his helmet dutifully, and he says 'whoa,' 
when he wants Mondant to stop, 11 she says, savoring Joey's victories. At TRAC, Joey becomes master of the ring. He is 
on top of the world, and his parents are nearby videotaping every minute! 

Anyone who has mounted a horse knows the thrill of being an extension of this majestic animal's strength and grace. 
Horseback riding is a sport unlike any other and one that often grows into a life-long passion. Imagine then, what 
the experience could mean to a child or adult with disabilities, a person whose life is circumscribed by a wheelchair or 
braces, or mental and emotional issues that limit physical activities. This past fall, the Therapeutic Riding at Centenary 
College Program, known as TRAC, made the adventure of horseback riding a reality for people with disabilities in north 
and central New Jersey. 

Under the direction of Octavia Brown, Ed.M., associate professor of equine studies, TRAC enables participants to ride 
specially trained horses. Brown, a founder and master instructor of the North American Riding for the Handicapped 
Association (NARHA), along with Karen Bocksel, a NARHA advanced instructor and Region Two representative, spent 
last summer preparing for the October 2003 opening of TRAC. They selected and trained horses, recruited and taught 

TRAC students Joseph Schuerman and Billy Prahst on horseback 



student and community volunteers and evaluated 

potential clients. TRAC is housed at the Centenary 

Equestrian Center in Long Valley and will accommo

date some 30 participants when fully implemented. 

The growing field of therapeutic riding offers immense 

benefits for people with disabilities. Brown, a pioneer 

in the arena for more than three decades, says that 

more than 20 such programs operate in New Jersey 

alone but there is always a waiting list. There are more 

interested people than riding opportunities. With 

Centenary's equine studies program and facilities and 

Brown's expertise and life-long commitment to thera

peutic riding, the College presented a natural fit to 

train and certify future instructors in the field and to 

provide a community benefit at the same time. 

From a strictly physiological perspective, sitting on a 

horse causes the rider's upper body to respond to the 

animal's movement in three dimensions. Riders must 

work at stabilizing themselves and, over time, the 

result is often an increase in upper and/or lower body 

coordination, Brown says. Beyond being an effective 

form of exercise, riding provides a type of movement 

and balancing that is not easily duplicated by working 

with a human therapist. 

Brown says that equally important components of 

TRAC are the psychological and emotional aspects of 

riding. There is the control of a powerful animal and 

the opportunity to view the world from a mobile 

perch. Riders learn to relate to the space of the arena, 

other people, horses and special equipment, and to 

interact safely with horses. In effect, the horse 

becomes the rider's teammate in a relationship that 

people with disabilities seldom experience. 

Of course the personality of the horse is critical. "You 

TRAC student Tracy Cole has engaged in therapeutic 

ridingjor 32 years. 
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can tell pretty quickly if a horse will put up with all 

this," Brown says. "Good therapy horses like being 

around people, don't spook easily and have patience." 

Giving riders plenty of time to get on and off is key. 

Fortunately, Lucy, a registered quarter horse, proved 

her temperament early on by accepting repeated 

mounting and dismounting during training. A 15-

hand, 12-year-old, Lucy exhibits great patience and 

responsiveness to riders. Stable mates Granby, Dakota, 

Mandant and Stoney also fit TRAC well. As the pro

gram continues, Brown will look for additional horses 

through adoption or purchase and also for more 

volunteers. 

TRAC also plans to offer hippotherapy (from the Greek 

"hippo" meaning horse). Unlike therapeutic riding 

which teaches equestrian skills, hippotherapy uses rid

ing as a means of increasing sensory awareness and 

improving neurological functions and communication 

of people with disabilities. Most commonly these par

ticipants are young people with cerebral palsy, spina 

bifida and other disabilities. Hippotherapy is sometimes 

covered by medical insurance. . 

TRAC received its initial start-up funding through a 

grant from the A.K. Starr Charitable Trust. The Trust 

then issued a subsequent pledge as a challenge grant 

to encourage additional support. The fulfillment of this 

challenge will create a permanent Endowment Fund to 

underwrite future support for TRAC and the College's 

Equine Program. The Endowment Fund will be named 

The Louis Starr Equine Endowment Fund in honor of 

the late Louis Starr who volunteered at the program 

Brown founded at the Somerset Hills NARHA facility in 

Oldwick. Ever the enthusiast, Starr continued working 

with riders with disabilities into his 80s. 

Centenary is among six NARHA official training certifi

cation sites in the country and only the second college 

to offer a program like TRAC. The first six-week session 

attracted 14 participants, boys and girls, all of whom 

had their doctors' permission and had undergone a 

thorough evaluation. The word is spreading about 

TRAC and Brown says they are gearing up to welcome 

more riders to this most special ring. 

"It's a win-win-win situation," Brown says of TRAC. 

"A teaching lab at Centenary for my instructors in 

training, a program for people with disabilities in the 

area, and opportunities for loads of student and 

community volunteers." 



Centenary Stage Company 
and Performing Arts Guild 
Round-Up 

"You are the tree upon which the fruit of my heart is 

growing," crooned man-about-town Cheviot Hill to 

every woman he encountered in the delightful October 

revival of the 19th century hit comedy, "Engaged" by 
W. S. Gilbert, of Gilbert and Sullivan fame. In the role 

of Cheviot Hill, Department Chair Carl Wallnau turned 

in "a delightfully retro performance ... that could 

make [one] believe in reincarnation," raved Star Ledger 

critic Peter Filichia. On a recent transatlantic theatre 
trip, Wallnau had been charmed by the successful 
London revival of this rarely seen comic gem, and he 

promptly decided to bring it back to Hackettstown for 

the regional audiences of the Centenary Stage 

Company. 

A critically acclaimed company which brings members 

of the professional unions of actors, designers and 
directors to campus with each production, the 
Centenary Stage Company maintains a strong commit

ment to its educational mission, incorporating 

Centenary undergraduate students in every faction of 

professional theatre production this year, as in previous 

years . A wonderful article in the New York Times this 

March highlighted the unique qualities of this rich 
partnership at Centenary. Throughout the performance 
season, Centenary students work alongside profession
al set and lighting designers, assist professional direc

tors and join professional actors on stage in a unique 

melding of the professional and academic programs 

here at Centenary. 

Adjunct Professor of Voice AI Mohrmann took to the 
Centenary stage in the November production of 

"Another Antigone," which featured Centenary fresh

man Christina Odermatt in the role of Judy Miller, an 

idealistic student who challenged .her professor with a 

unique project for her term paper. Mohrmann, who 

has had made his living as a professional actor for 

many years, was also seen this fall opposite star 
David Morse on the CBS nighttime series, "Hack." 

Mohrmann also teaches at the Actors Lab offered 

by esc for adults. 

The esc professional season concluded with the excit

ing world premiere of Allison Moore's new play, "The 

Strange Misadventures of Patty, Patty's Dad, Patty's 

Friend Jen and a Bunch of Other People," which was 

directed by California transplant, Margo Whitcomb, 
who served for over nine years as the associate artistic 

director for the renown American Conservatory 

Theatre in San Francisco. New York actor Michael 

Shelle returned to CSC to portray Patty's Dad in this 

compelling new play. Shelle became a CSC aficionado 
while on the Broadway National Tour of Titanic with 

CSC Artistic Director Carl Wallnau. Shelle also gave a 
moving performance last season as the irascible Jacob 

Brackish in the popular esc production, II Park Your 

Car in Harvard Yard." His many professional appear-

A scene from cThe Strange Misadventures of Patty, 
Patty's Dad, Patty's Friend Jen and a Bunch of 
Other People:' 



ances include the Richard Harris production of 

"Camelot." He has also been seen frequently on televi

sion in such programs as "Law and Order," "Seventh 

Heaven" as well as in the film "Kate and Leopold." 

A darkly comic tale about the challenges of juggling 

career and family, "The Misadventures of Patty ... " 

was developed in the CSC Women Playwrights Series 

in 2002. Now in its 11th year, the WPS is dedicated to 

providing a working forum for the underserved voice 

of women writing for the theatre today, offering work

shop presentations of three new plays each spring for 

local audiences. One of the three is chosen each year 

to go on to full production. The past five years have 

included the world premieres of "The Tillie Project" 

(commissioned by esc about a moment in local 

history), "Dreamhouse" by Darrah Cloud, "Inventing 

Montana" by PEW fellow Jeanne Murray Walker, 

and "Alice in Ireland" by "Tony-n'Tina's Wedding" 

co-creator, Judy Sheehan. 

Highlights from the esc concert season include the 

sold-out return of the New Jersey Ballet, enjoyed by all; 

the spectacular Music From China concert in February; 

the Renaissance City Winds; and the bluegrass strains 

of Walt Michael, virtuoso of the hammered dulcimer 

and guitar, with his band. 

Young Performers churned out another amazing 

marathon of musicals in December featuring the 

perennial favorite "The Boyfriend," along with three 

other musicals. We await with excitement the YPW 

May performances of the fabulous tap-dancing extrav

aganza "42nd Street" and the provocative "Cabaret." 

In our ever-expanding educational outreach program, a 

new tour program for regional schools was developed 

by esc staff this season. "American Tales" features 

works of great authors adapted for the stage. This 

year's tales includes "The White Elephant" by Mark 

Twain and the ghostly "Kerfol" by Edith Wharton. 

"American Tales" enjoyed it's first tour performance at 

the Alpha Schools in February! 

An exciting season is already in the planning stages for 

the 2004-05 theatre schedule including R. B. Sheridan's 

timeless comedy "The Rivals" as well another premiere 

"Sister Week," by author Heather McCutchen, a 

delightful play about the gathering of five southern 

sisters and a weekend in Georgia. 

Programming at the Centenary Stage Company and 

Performing Arts Guild enjoys the support of the 

Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation and the New Jersey 
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State Council on the Arts, as well as the family of loyal 

local business sponsors and members. This year CSC 

was especially pleased to report over $30,000 in grant 

support for the many programs that serve Centenary 

and the surrounding communities. 

John Read, President of 
Outward Bound USA, 
Commencement S eaker 

John Read, president of Outward Bound USA, served 

as commencement speaker for Centenary College's 

largest graduating class in its 137-year history. 

A total of 429 graduating men and women took part 

in Centenary College's 129th Commencement ceremo

ny held on May 22, 2004. The graduating class was 

the largest in the College's 137-year history. 

John Read, president of Outward Bound USA*, served 

as commencement speaker and was awarded an hon

orary doctorate in humane letters from the College 

during the ceremony. 

Outward Bound, headquartered in Garrison, NY, is a 

nonprofit educational organization that offers five core 

programs designed to change lives, build teams and 

transform the curriculums of schools. With adventure 

and challenge at the heart of each program, Outward 

Bound offers courses in environments as diverse as the 

wilderness, urban settings, workrooms and classrooms, 

each built to help students achieve possibilities and to 

inspire them to serve their community and care for the 

world around them. 

Additional honorary degrees were awarded to 

Dr. William Librera, New Jersey's commissioner of 

education and Virginia N. Littell. 

"Centenary College is incorporating experiential 

learning in the classroom providing students with valu

able opportunities that they would not be exposed to 

otherwise," says Centenary College President 

Dr. Kenneth L. Hoyt. "As a result, we are very pleased 

that John Read will act as speaker for Commencement 

2004 because Outward Bound USA has mastered the 

craft of teaching in an authentic environment." 

*Courses offered through Outward Bound USA and the 
Tracker School are available for Centenary credit beginning 
this summer. 



Recently Centenary College added new programs to 
its curriculum that use experiential instruction as the 

primary teaching method. The programs include an 

undergraduate certification in criminalistics and a 

graduate program in psychoanalysis. 

Centenary College awarded 300 undergraduate 

degrees in 14 majors; 87 master's degrees and 

42 associate's degrees. 

Dedication of 
Bennett-Smith Hall 

Centenary College proudly dedicated Bennett-Smith 

Hall in honor of 20th president, Dr. Stephanie Bennett

Smith. The apartment-style residence hall is a testimo

nial to Centenary's status as one of the fastest-growing 

institutions of higher education in New Jersey. 

Bennett-Smith Hall is the first residence built on 

campus since 1967, and the first to feature private 

bedrooms. Designed to be compatible with the colo

nial and Victorian architecture of the surrounding 

residential neighborhood, the facility currently houses 

124 upper-class students in modern comfort and a 

high level of privacy. 

At the dedication ceremony held on October 16, 2003, 

President Dr. Kenneth L. Hoyt praised his predecessor's 

accomplishments. "During her 16 years as president, 

she led this institution into the new century to emerge 

as a model for 'The New College,"' Hoyt said. "Along 

with the rest of the Centenary College community, 

I am honored to dedicate Bennett-Smith Hall as a 

tribute to her exemplary leadership, vision and 

commitment." 
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Survivalist Tom Brown, Jr., 
Speaks at Centenary 

Hackettstown is hardly the wilds, but the appearance 

of Tom Brown, Jr., a leading authority on the outdoors 

and wilderness survival, packed Whitney Chapel on 

November 13, 2003. The owner/operator of the 

acclaimed Tracker School* in Asbury, NJ, Brown shared 

insights and his experience as a survivalist. 

The author of 17 books, Brown is often featured on 

television news and entertainment shows. He served as 

technical advisor for Paramount Pictures "The Hunted" 

starring Tommy Lee Jones and Benicia Del Toro. One of 

Brown's most popular books, "Field Guide to City and 

Suburban Survival," addresses everyday situations from 

power outages and crime to earthquakes. 

Brown grew up in the New Jersey Pine Barrens and 

learned survival techniques from Stalking Wolf, an 

Apache elder who befriended him. His mentor, whom 

he called "Grandfather," taught the boy about nature, 

tracking and the art of survival. After the death of 

Stalking Wolf, Brown further honed those skills on 

his own. Law enforcement agencies across the country 

have called on Brown to assist with cases involving 

abducted children, lost hunters and hikers, and 

fugitives . 

*Courses offered through Outward Bound USA and the 
Tracker School are available for Centenary credit beginning 
this summer. 



THE LAST 
DANCE 
Reprinted with permission from the Iowa Alumni 

Magazine, August 2003. Written by Stephanie 

Bennett-Smith, Ph. D., 1Oth president of Centenary 

College, about her mother who passed away on 

March 2 7, 2004. 

Alma Nelle has lived for the past seven years at Valle 

Norte Caring Center, a multilevel retirement communi

ty that includes her unit for Alzheimer's and dementia 

patients in Albuquerque, New Mexico. I anticipate my 

every visit to her with uncertainty and anxiety. Will she 

be calm or agitated? W ill she focus and greet me with 

serious hazel eyes, promising lively intelligence? Will 

she look vaguely around the room and then burst into 

a verse of "I Walk in the Garden Alone"? 

Regardless of how I f ind her, Nelle is always pleased to 

see me and she knows who I am. Louisiana girl that 

she still is, she considers a cup of coffee a necessity, 

not a treat. And, although she weighs 85 pounds and 

stands only 4 feet 9 inches tall, she is always hungry 

and ready to go out to eat. 
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For several years our ritual was to drive the 10 miles 

along scenic Rio Grande Boulevard to the Maria Teresa 

restaurant in historic Casa Vieja. Surrounded by 

century-old cottonwood trees, we dined in the elegant 

18th century hacienda with its lace curtains and 

velvet-upholstered chairs. 

Dressed as she was almost every day of her adult life in 

her Sunday best and high-heeled shoes, with her hair 

artfully arranged in a French twist, Nelle received wait

ers with the full force of her southern courtesy and 

charmed the staff and fellow patrons alike. 

A lot has changed since we were able to create these 

time capsules of genteel elegance reminiscent of 

Nelle's memories of a Southern upbringing . Nowadays 

we drive the six blocks to Murphy's Mule Barn, which 

stands on a sun-baked dirt lot adjacent to a lumber

yard and a livestock supply store. 

Murphy's decor reflects its name. Statues of donkeys, 

mules, horses and cattle adorn counters and shelves. 

The floor reveals textures of time and traffic. Truckers, 

ranch hands, construction workers and families occupy 

the booths where waitresses briskly and efficiently 

serve plates piled high with buffalo meatloaf or over

stuffed burritos smothered in chilies. 

Several months ago, I arrived at Valle Norte for an early 



afternoon visit. Although she'd eaten lunch a couple 
hours earlier, Nelle greeted me by exclaiming, "I'm 

starving!" 

The staff helped her dress for our outing. With her 

haircut in a bob, her washable warm-up suit and new 

white Keds, she looked a little like the cheerleader she 

once was. It was easy to envision her father nicknam

ing her "Kitten." 

She chattered as we drove, repeating well-worn phras

es and looking at me expectantly for responsive replies. 

"Isn't it a beautiful day?" "Bippity, bop pity, bippity 

boo." "Aren't we lucky to be alive?" 

It took only few minutes for us to travel to Murphy's. 

As we left the car, Nelle clutched my hand tightly. 

Opening the worn glass doors to the restaurant, we 

heard the jukebox playing a soulful country western 

tune lamenting the inconsistencies of the human 

heart. 

Nelle dropped my hand. She raised both of her arms 

until her hands were a few inches above her head, 

which she coquettishly cocked to the right. Her canvas

clad feet began to move in time with the music, her 

body swayed rhythmically from side to side, and her 

arms traced circles in the air. A smile lit her face. Her 

eyes sparkled as she danced across Murphy's floor. 

Waitresses paused in serving. Children gawked or 

pointed. Diners stared in astonishment. 

At one of the Naugahyde booths sat a middle-aged 

woman with an elderly man. He shone with cleanliness 

and neatness suggestive of careful presentation for a 

special day. His Levi's had a sharply ironed crease and 

his plaid cotton western shirt was crisp. 

He rose from his seat, approached Nelle as she danced, 

bowed slightly at the waist, and took her hands. 

Together they moved across the worn linoleum, dodg

ing chairs and toddlers and busboys. As the plaintive 

strains of "Please release me, let me go" faded, he led 

her to her chair. Nelle sat and primly said, "Thank 

you ." He replied, "Oh, thank you," and returned to 

his booth. Each basked in joy, the pleasure and the 

accomplishment of a special moment. 

People began to talk again; once or two even clapped. 

A tiny girl skipped about, saying, "Dance, dance." 

Nelle ordered vegetable soup, fried chicken, pecan pie 

and coffee. Practicalities reasserted themselves. She 

banged her spoon against her pottery mug, demand

ing a refill of coffee. 

As the elderly gentleman and his companion were 
leaving the restaurant, they stopped at our table. "I'm 

Yvonne, and this is my father," the woman told us. 

"You should know that today is the first time since my 

mother died 29 years ago that my father has danced. 

He doesn't always know who I am, but clearly he 

remembers his dancing days and courtly moves." 

Nelle and I left behind at Murphy's a table strewn with 

cornbread crumbs, solidified mashed potatoes, the 

pockmarked filling and crust of pie with the pecans 

picked off the top. We held hands as we passed the 

jukebox. and my mother began to recite the poem she 

had learned in the 1920s as an elocution exercise at a 

Methodist orphanage. 

Life is real and life is earnest 

And the grave is not its goal 

Dust thou ar0 to dust returneth 

Was not spoken of the Soul. 

''Bippity1 boppity1 bippity boo." 

Alma Nelle Cashion Mitchell, a native of Mississippi, was a 

graduate of Louisiana Tech University. 

She taught school in Louisiana and in 

College Station, Texas, then was 

employed by the US. government. 

In 1952, after getting married and 

having two children, Mrs. Mitchell 

joined the staff of the University of 

New Mexico Records and Admissions 

Office. She served as supervisor of records, 

assistant registrar and administered the 

relationships between the US. Selective Service and University of New 

Mexico students during the Vietnam War. She received a Selective 

Service Certificate of Merit from President Richard M. Nixon. In 1987 

she was received and feted by the mayor and city of Figeac, France, 

the town from which her Huguenot ancestor, Reverend jean Casion, 

immigrated to Virginia in 1619. Nelle was an accomplished designer 

and seamstress and an ardent gardener. She was a member of the 

Zia chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution and a 

former President of the Wardrobe Workers Union Local. 



NEW 
TRUSTEES 
DENNIS M. BONE 

Dennis M. Bone is responsible for 
all Verizon/s corporate interests in 

New Jersey. Prior to the Bell 

AtlantidGTE merger/ Bone was 
president and chief executive 

officer of Bell Atlantic-West 

Virginia. He also served as vice 

president- external affairs for 
Bell Atlantic-New Jersey/ Inc. 

In addition to serving as a trustee of Centenary 

College/ Bone is a member of the Board of Directors of 

the New Jersey State Chamber of Commerce (as well 

as their Executive Committeet the New Jersey Utilities 

Association/ the New Jersey Performing Arts Center/ 

and Prosperity New Jersey and is chairman of the 
Regional Business Partnership and New Jersey Reads. 

He also serves on the Board of Trustees of the Newark 

Alliance/ Liberty Science Center and the New Jersey 

Network Foundation. 

JOHN M. COONEY 

John M. Cooney is a retiree of 
Rutgers University. His duties at 

Rutgers included the administering 

the Victoria Fellowship in 

Contemporary Affairs and the 

Clifford P. Case Fellowship/ two 

projects that brought distinguished 

visitors to the University. Those visi

tors included President Gerald Ford 
and President Bill Clinton/ William F. Fulbright/ Walter P. 

Mondale/ Richard P. Leakey/ New Jersey Chief Justice 
Deborah Poritz/ Polish President Lech Walensa/ New 

Jersey Governor Richard Hughes and other visitors of 

national and international stature. 

Cooney has also served in many community programs/ 
in particular as a member of the Board of Trustees and 

as precedent of the United Way of Central New Jersey. 

On his retirement/ he was elected to the Board of 

Trustees of the Family and Community Services 

Program of Somerset County. 
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SHARON ELLIOT 

Sharon Elliott joined Ingersoll-Rand 

in May 2003 as senior vice 

president of human resources. 

Previously she was vice president of 

human resources with Eastman 

Kodak Company. 

Prior to joining Kodak/ Elliot led 
human resources for Starbucks 

Coffee Company/ where she estab

lished dynamic and successful people strategies and 
processes in support of the company/s dramatic growth. 

In addition/ she held increasingly responsible human 

resource positions with AlliedSignal/ Inc. and Bristol

Myers Squibb/ Inc. 

PETER E. GORRY 

Peter E. Garry is a retired executive 

from New York Telephone and AT&T. 

His experience included managing 

communications service operations 
in New York City for New York 

Telephone. At AT&T he held various 

human resources/ finance and opera

tions positions prior to becoming 

labor relations director in 1986. In 

that role/ he negotiated major agreements with interna

tional manufacturing/ communication and maritime 
labor unions in the United States/ Puerto Rico and 

Mexico. His final five years included managing the indus

trial relations due diligence requirements for mergers/ 

acquisitions and divestitures. 

In addition to serving as trustee of Centenary College/ 

Garry is treasurer of the Gladstone Equestrian 

Association Inc.; director and a member of the 

Competition Committee; and is on the Board of Trustees 

for Middle Valley Community Association/ Inc. 

LEE KELLOGG 

Lee Kellogg is the President of 

Kellogg Design/ an interior design 

company based in Andover/ New 

Jersey and is a Managing Director of 

Hudson Farm/ also based in Andover. 

Previously/ she worked in media 

planning at Young & Rubicam. 

Kellogg currently serves on the board 



of directors of Kellogg Capital Group. She is also a 

trustee of the Hudson Guild, a settlement home in 

New York. 

A nationally recognized equestrian, Kellogg shows 

competitively in US Equestrian Federation events. 

GAYLE SICKINGER MAFFEO •61 

Gayle Sickinger Maffeo is a televi 

sion producer who began her 

career in the programming depart

ment at CBS in New York follow

ing her graduation from Centenary 

College in 1961. She worked as a 

script supervisor on "The Sid 

Caesar Show" and "The Perry 

Como Show" and for six years was 

Jack Benny's associate producer until his death . She 

also worked on a number of variety specials with such 

legendary entertainers as Frank Sinatra and George 

Burns before moving into situational comedies. 

She recently produced the ABC hit series, "Home 

Improvement." She also serves as senior vice president 

of television for Wind Dancer Production Group at the 

Disney Studios in Los Angeles. She has also served as 

the senior executive for Turner Television, a studio 

·formed to produce programming for The WB Network 

for the 2002-03 season. 

She is a member of the Directors Guild of America, 

Women in Film, The Hollywood Television and Radio 

Society and The Academy of Television Arts and 

Sciences. She serves on the Executive Board of the 

Producers Guild of America, which merged with The 

American Association of Producers of which she was 

co-founder and chairperson . 

Maffeo is a Centenary College President's Circle 

founding member. 

CHRISTOPHER M. TREANOR 

Christopher M. Treanor is a man

aging director of Marsh's Global 

Braking Operations in North 

America. 

Treanor, who has held positions in 

the insurance industry since 1984, 

headed Marsh's New Jersey office 

in Morristown. Marsh placed over 

$100 billion in the world insurance 
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market in 2002. Previously he was sales manager for 

Marsh's New York office and Northeast region. 

In addition to serving as a trustee of Centenary 

College, Treanor is a member of the Board of Trustees 

of Freedom House, Inc., a halfway house for the treat

ment of substance abuse in Glen Gardner, NJ. 

NORMAN l. WORTH 

Norman L. Worth is a co-owner, 

president and general manager of 

WRNJ-AM in Hackettstown, NJ . He 

is also the co-owner of Tri-County 

Answering and Paging Service. 

Worth's business career began in 

New York City in 1974 with a mar

keting position at Kuwait Airways 

followed by a two-year stint as 

producer/director of the "The Barry Farber Show" on 

WOR Radio. He moved to Hackettstown in 1977 to 

take a news position with WRNJ-AM. 

In addition to serving as a trustee of Centenary 

College, Worth is a member of the Board of Directors 

at Skylands Community Bank. He has served on the 

Board of Directors at Hackettstown Community 

Hospital since 1994, the past two years as president. In 

2002 Worth was named the New Jersey Hospital 

Association's Trustee of the Year. 

NEW PRESIDENT CIRCLE MEMBERS 

The President's Circle was formed 1 0 years ago as an 

advisory and advocacy group to the president and the 

College. Being a member of the President's Circle pro

vides an opportunity for alumni to positively impact the 

current and future health of their alma mater. 

Patricia Doyle Caprio '68 

Michael Catapano '92 

Christine Siciliano Floether '87 

Mildred Hahn '02 

Tammy Abbott Horan '96 

Suzanne Wallbank Rowland '57 

Nancy Keely Westmaas '61 

Welcome new members! 
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" I stand ta ll in the memory of those who taught me to believe in myself, to bel ieve in others, and to believe 

that the joy of learning, and teaching, is one of the most precious gifts of this life and time." 

"To you all, I say with heartfelt gratitude and joy, 'Thank you. ' My dream is coming true here in this 

community of friends, where my life has changed forever." 

Excerpted from "Journey of a Lifetime," an article by Jenyfra Llanso Nelson '04 which appeared in the 

May 2004 edition of The Quill. 


