
COMMUNITY QUESTIONED .. 
By LAURA CANNON 

"Building a better Cen
tenary College" was the theme 
of the program held in Whitney 
Chapel at 9 a.m. on January 29. 
Students, faculty and staff 
members took part in the pro
gram, discussing their member
ship in the Centenary community 
and their hopes for the spring 
semester. 

Stephanie Bennett, 
President of the College, was the 
first to speak. Her concerns 
focused mainly on the possibili
ties for the future of Centenary, 
and how these possibilities can 
only be implemented through the 
efforts of students, faculty, staff 
and administration combined. 

The chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, Harris F. 
Smith, gave a brief, lighthearted 
speech concentrating on freedom 
of expression. 
Communications instructor, Dan 
Hirshberg, served as the modera
tor for the program. He ex
plained that the whole issue 
about the Centenary community 
initially surfaced after he and 
Fred Bifulco, WNTI's station 
manager, were asked to evaluate 
the amount of damage that had 
been done to Centenary's TV 
studio, which is located on the to 

bottom floor of Van Winkle. 
Hirshberg said the studio 

had been "destroyed with vicious 
intent," and thousands of dollars 
worth of equipment had been 
demolished. This led to the 
realization that Centenary is not 
functioning as a community, as it 
had in past years. 

Kerri O'Connell, a Centenary 
graduate and an equine instruc
tor, also spoke about her con
cerns. Emphasizing the need for 
interaction between people on 
campus, O'Connell said, "We 
need to be aware of the people 
around us, become involved with 
one another, work with one 
another, respect one another and 
open ourselves to offer a little 
bit more to one another." 

Senior psychology major, 
Stephanie Senderovitz, was next 
to address the issue. "We do 
lack the unified body of people. 
Students have a lack of pride in 
our school and only a few try to 
improve it." Senderovitz also 
explained the importance of 
interaction, saying it "is a means 
to education." 

Larry Frediani, a repre
sentative from the maintenance 
department, explained that he 
and his co-workers are "not just 
the men in blue cleaning up 
what you leave behind." He 
contest~ the stereotypes many 
people place on them; that they 
are low-payed workers with low 
intelligence. Frediani offered 
the credentials of several of the 
maintenance workers as proof, 
saying many of them are retired 
from fields of work where at 
one time they were in demand 
for their engineering, manage
rial, business, communications 
and drafting skills. 

Frediuani concluded his 
speech by citing examples of 
where he and his co-workers 
need everyone's cooperation. 
He asked if driving across 
school grounds, the unnecessary 
clogging of sink drains in the 
dom1s, littering, and illegal 
parking in the no-parking zones 
on campus, could be prevented 
in the future. 

Freshman, Charles 
Hardy, described the Centenary 
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community as "close knit and 
helpful," but at the same time 
"separated," referring to cliques 
and the social segregation of 
cultures as examples. "We 
need to open up to one another 
and help each other out. Pro
fessors are human too, just like 
we (the student<>) are. So just 
say hello." Hardy also pointed 
out that getting an education is 
more than just improving one's 
intelligence, but that "education 
is learning how to be a respon
sible adult." 

Next to speak was 
Kathy Nolan of the Business 
Office, who has been a resident 
ofHackettstown since 1957. 
Nolan said she was "always 
impressed by the physical 
appearance of Centenary as a 
young girl," viewing Centenary 
as a unit working toward a 
common goal, education. 
However, upon becoming part 
of the college, Nolan discov
ered "factions and lack of unity. 
Learning cannot be impeded by 
these artificial boundaries." 

The final speaker was 
Vicki Allen Edwards, a Centen
ary graduate and director of 
student activities. Edwards 
explained that there was a great 
sense of unity among all groups 
at Centneary when she was a 
student, but now everyone is 
caught up in their every day 
lives and in their cliques. 
"Picture our cafeteria from 
twelve to one o'clock daily, if 
that's not a clique rally, what is 
it?" Edwards said. She contin
ued to explain why she thinks 
the Centenary Community is 

"wearing thin," and that some
thing should be done about it 

The floor was opened to 
the audience for comments at the 
end of the program, and only a 
couple of students took advan
tage of the opportunity to voice 
their concerns. One student, 
Chris Allen, stressed that "you 
can make a difference because 
your voice can be heard in areas 
(of the school) you care about." 
Allen also said Centenary pres
ents "tremendous opportunities," 
and everyone should "drop the 
attitudes and become a family." 
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Some students pessimistic 
By TRACEY McGILL 

Students, Staff, Faculty 
and Administration saratten
tivcly in Whitney Chapel on 
Tuesday morning for convoca
tion, focusing on an initiated new 
concept for what is supposed to 
be the beginning of "Building A 
Better Centenary". 

Is this optimism or 
pessimism? Several students 
expressed their views on convo
cation to The Quill and the 
consensus of those students 
views were either optimistic or 
pessimistic to the Tuesday 
morning calL 

A sophomore Accounting 
Major, who wished to remain 
unnamed said, "The convocation 
itself was a bunch of garbage. 
Fora group of individuals to get 
up in front of an audience and 
say something as falsified as they 
did, was ridiculous. People or a 
person who talked about break
ing up cliques; nearly everyone 
who spoke are a part of a clique 
in some way. They need to take 
care of what's in their own 
backyards before criticizing 
someone elses." 

Opposing that view, 
Karina Felix, Resident Assistant 
in Wash Dorm thought the 
address was very good. She also 
wished that more people had 
attended because of what was 
said and how important the issue 
IS. 

Failing to direct the 
grassroot to the problems, Paula 

Garcia, a Senior hopes that in 
the near future selected speakers 
who are asked to voice their 
views on such issues, address 
the cause and effect of the 
problems and then present a 
realistic solution, instead of 
indirectly presenting them. 

In contrast to the pessi
mism that occurred in various 
students views of the address, 
Hassan Perkins, a freshman 
student said, "It was very infor
mative, I'm glad as many people 
showed up as they did." Chris 
Parise, a freshman student was 
also optimistic. Parise sought 
the address to be very interest
ing, the best discussion every 
held on campus." 

However, Dyan Ash
worth, a Senior was not as 
optimistic as Parise. Ashworth 
said, "I think a lot of the things 
that were said should have been 
said, consequently, there's more 
to be told. Ashworth also thinks 
that the rest of the college 
community, including faculty, 
staff and administration should 
practice what they preach." 

Another student who 
wished to remain unnamed, 
"thought the address went well, 
however, wished not to see this 
issue get brushed under the rug 
like the others." 

In view with ~he rest of 
the pessimistic students, Marc 
Ciccone, a Sophomore Commu
nications Major said, "I feel the 
convocation was plastic and 
artificiaL" 

Matt Donahue, a Sophomore, 
Communications Major said, "I 
thought the idea of people 
coming together was good. 
However, I thought the main 
problems were not addressed. 
Everything was painted pretty 
and did not address the real 
issues, THE TRUTI-L" 

Another student who 
wished to remain unnamed, 
agreed with Donahue about the 
apparent lack of truth that was a 
part of the address. Unnamed 
told The Quill that "because of 
the deception that occurs so 
regularly amongst the students, 
from particular constituents, 
students are withdrawing from 
the community and finding 
apartments off campus and not 
involving themselves in campus 
activities or organizations." 

Faculty, staff respond 
By JUSTINE MARY S1EINFELD 

Faculty and Staff response to the 
question "How can we build a better 
community at Centenary College?" 

Carol Strauss, "I think better exterior 
lighting would help greatly." 
Nelli Creager, "Better Avenues of 
communication." 
Rocky Boyett, Assistant Tutorial Co
Ordinator, "I think having more 
workshops as a class would do it along 
with a better and wider open door 
policy so that students feel freer to 
communicate between themselves as 
well as with faculty and staff." 
MaryAnn Granata, Resident Assis
tant, "Consistent open communication 
from studenL'>, faculty, stal{ and 
administration is needed." 



Areas of itnprovetnents sought 

By MELISSA COLUCCI 
and WENDY KOCH 

After the convocation on 
Tuesday morning many emotions and 
feelings were expressed and discussed 
between faculty and students ail around 
campus. When asked "Do you think 
Centenary needs to change?", some 
people had no comments, but others 
spoke up, and this is what they said .. .' 

Stephanie Sendcrovitz, senior
"I think if we ail take a liitle more time 
to get involved it would make Centenary 
a better place". 

Kristene Anderson, junior - "I 
think the best thing for Centenary is for 
people to get more involved. It's not 
just the students responsibilities. 
Faculty must try to motiviate students in 
any way possible. People have to stop 
complaining and start doing. There is 
only a handful of students that help get 
things done on campus, and they are 
frustrated. As one of them, I am caught 
in the middle, and want to make a 
difference, but can't do it alone. It 
seems like nobody cares". 

Tom Heath, freshman - "I think 
Centenary should change South dorm 
into a recreational facility for students to 
use especially to keep students on cam
pus. This will bring the whole Centen
ary community together". 

Shannon Runkle, junior- "I 
think that Centenary College can get 
students involved by having a spirit 
contest, and give them incentives such 
as a prize. Also, improve better com
munication between students and 
administration which is greatly needed. 
For example, the South dorm incident 
should have been talked about earlier 
with the students involved. The school 
should also build better donns or 
facilities, or improve the old ones. 
Centenary should improve the gym, and 
faclities that we have such as locker 
rooms and the swimming pool which 
aren't used often." 

Karen Belmont, junior - "I 
think Centenary needs a healthier and 

better food selection. More food free 
from grease. There is also too much 
racial tension, and I feel the Essence 
Club needs to be more publicized". 

Kim Belmont, junior- "The 
dorms should have better heat and 
light There should be more outside 
lights for students safety. Phones and 
cable TV should be offered to upper 
classmcn. One major thing Centenary 
needs to add to campus life is an 
American flag, and school flag in the 
gym, and play the national anthem 
before every athletic game". 

Fran Crafa, sophomore -
"The school should use more of the 
money from the students tuition to fix 
up Lhe dorms, and to give us heat when 
it's needed. Furthermore, I feel that in 
order to have a peaceful college 
community, the immaturity of 
gossiping and rumors would have to 
stop". 

Linda Pennisi, freshman -
"Commuters should a least get two 
meals· a day. I'm here ail day, and I 
pay enough tuition that I should be 
allowed to eat". 

Paul Santumo, resident
"Yes, Centenary needs a chnage. The 
first and biggest thing is to get more 
school spirit within organizations and 
the campus as a whole. In achieving 
this, student activities has to get more 
things going for students such as 
dances, comedy night, etc.. There 
shouldn't be an empty weekend with 
nothing for students to do. The school 
should also not accept just anyone into 
this schooL They should accept a 
quality of students not quanity". 

Ginger Henderson and Sue 
Mangone, freshmen - "The racial 
tension of this campus needs to cased 
up. If someone doesn't approve of an 
interracial realtionship, they should 
keep it to themselves. No one has a 
right to pass judgment". 

Joe Reda, commuter- "There 
should be activities every weekend to 
keep students on campus. If there was 
more to do, more people would stay 
during the weekends". 

Dan Neuweilcr, commuter- "I suggest 
turning Tilly's back into the pub that it 
once was. If they served alcohol again, 
I would go there everyday for lunch. 

Matty Tylcnda and Vicky 
Alien Edwards, student activities 
personnel - "The people on campus that 
say that there is nothing to do, or do not 
like what is being put on need to stop 
by the student activities office and get 
involved. Anyone that feels that the 
student activities office isn't doing a 
good job can organize an event with 
our help. Student activivties is there 
for everyone. Take advantage of it". 

Other responses included ... 
- "I think there is a need for 

another fraternity on/off campus. We 
looked into a natinal frat, and came up 
with several possibities". 

- ''The school should do more 
of these school discussions about topics 
on campus with students and faculty". 

- ··we need to come together 
as a community". 

- .. Everyone here makes 
Centenary what it is. Certain people 
have an odd and sometimes perverse 
idea of what it should be. Maybe they 
need not be here". 

-"I feel the school is lacking in 
security. I am a commuter student and 
am afraid to come here by myself at 
night. We need more lighting. We 
need new ideas and traditions." 

Deborah Charles, a junior 
psychology major, added, 'Tentenary 
College as an institution is always 
under change, always trying to im
prove. The problem seems to be with 
the students. We all need to learn to 
have respect, patience and compassion 
for others. There are many valuable 
lessons that are learned in college and 
you lose those opportuniti_es when the 
people around you arc not given a 
chance.'' 

If nothing else, everyone 
seemed to agree that there is need for 
improvement on the Centenary campus. 



Some students pessiinistic 

By TRACEY McGILL 

Students, Staff, Faculty 
and Administration sat atten--". 

tively in Whitney Chapel on 
Tuesday morning for convoca
tion, focusing on an initiated new 
concept for what is supposed to 
be the beginning of "Building A 
Better Centenary". 

Is this optimism or 
pessimism? Several students 
expressed their views on convo
cation to The Quill and the 
consensus of those students 
views were either optimistic or 
pessimistic to the Tuesday 
morning calL 

A sophomore Accounting 
Major, who wished to remain 
unnamed said, "The convocation 
itself was a bunch of garbage. 
For a group of individuals to get 
up in front of an audience and 
say something as falsified as they 
did, was ridiculous. People or a 
person who talked about break
ing up cliques; nearly everyone 
who spoke are a part of a clique 
in some way. They need to take 
care of what's in their own 
backyards before criticizing 
someone elses." 

Opposing that view, 
Karina Felix, Resident Assistant 
in Wash Dorn1 thought the 
address was very good. She also 
wished that more people had 
attended because of what was 
said and how important the issue 
IS. 

Failing to direct the 
grassroot to the problems, Paula 

Garcia, a Senior hopes that in 
the near future selected speakers 
who are asked to voice their 
views on such issues, address 
the cause and effect of the 
problems and then present a 
realistic solution, instead of 
indirectly presenting them. 

In contrast to the pessi
mism that occurred in various 
students views of the address, 
Hassan Perkins, a freshman 
student said, "It was very infor
mative, I'm glad as many people 
showed up as they did." Chris 
Parise, a freshman student was 
also optimistic. Parise sought 
the address to be very interest
ing, the best discussion every 
held on campus." 

However, Dyan Ash
worth, a Senior was not as 
optimistic as Parise. Ashworth 
said, "I think a lot of the things 
that were said should have been 
said, consequently, there's more 
to be told. Ashworth also thinks 
that the rest of the college 
community, including faculty, 
staff and administration should 
practice what they preach." 

Another student who 
wished to remain unnamed, 
"thought the address went well, 
however, wished not to see this 
issue get brushed under the rug 
like the others." 

In view with the rest of 
the pessimistic students, Marc 
Ciccone, a Sophomore Commu
nications Major said, "I feel the 
convocation was plastic and 
artificiaL" 

Matt Donahue, a Sophomore, 
Communications Major said, "I 
thought the idea. ofpeople 
coming together .was good. 
However, I thought the main 
problems were not addressed. 
Everything was painted pretty 
and did not address the real 
issues, THE TRUTII." 

Another student who 
wished to remain unnamed, 
agreed with Donahue about the 
apparent lack of truth that was a 
part of the address. Unnamed 
told The Quill that "because of 
the deception that occurs so 
regularly amongst the students, 
from particular constituents, 
students are withdrawing from 
the community and finding 
apartments off campus and not 
involving themselves in campus 
activities or organizations." 

Faculty, staff respond 
By JUSTINE MARY STEINFELD 

Faculty and Staff response to the 
question "How can we build a better 
community at Centenary College?" 

Carol Strauss, "I think better exterior 
lighting would help greatly." 
Nelli Creager, "Better A venues of 
communication." 
Rocky Boyett, Assistant Tutorial Co
Ordinator, "I think having more 
workshops as a class would do it along 
with a better and wider open door 
policy so that students feel freer lo 
communicate between themselves as 
well as with faculty and staff." 
MaryAnn Granata, ResiclentAssis
tant, "Consistent open communication 
from students, faculty, staff, and 
administration is needed." 



Areas of itnprovetnents sought 

By MELISSA COLUCCI 
and WENDY KOCH 

After the convocation on 
Tuesday morning many emotions and 
feelings were expressed and discussed 
between faculty and students all around 
campus. When asked "Do you think 
Centenary needs to change?", some 
people had no comments, but others 
spoke up, and this is what they said ... 

Stephanie Senderovitz, senior
"I think if we all take a liitle more time 
to get involved it would make Centenary 
a better place". 

Kristene Anderson, junior - "I 
think the best thing for Centenary is for 
people to get more involved. It's not 
just the students responsibilities. 
Faculty must try to motiviate students in 
any way possible. People have to stop 
complaining and start doing. There is 
only a handful of students that help get 
things done on campus, and they are 
frustrated. As one of them, I am caught 
in the middle, and want to make a 
difference, but can't do it alone. It 
seems like nobody cares". 

Tom Heath, freshman -"I think 
Centenary should change South dorm 
into a recreational facility for students to 
use especially to keep students on cam
pus. This will bring the whole Centen
ary community together". 

Shannon Runkle, junior- "I 
think that Centenary College can get 
students involved by having a spirit 
contest, and give them incentives such 
as a prize. Also, improve better com
munication between students and 
administration which is greatly needed. 
For example, the South dorm incident 
should have been talked about earlier 
with the students involved. The school 
should also build better dorms or 
facilities, or improve the old ones. 
Centenary should improve the gym, and 
faclities that we have such as locker 
rooms and the swimming pool which 
aren't used often." 

Karen Belmont, junior- "I 
think Centenary needs a healthier and 

better food selection. More food free 
from grease. There is also too much 
racial tension, and I feel the Essence 
Club needs to be more publicized". 

Kim Belmont, junior- "The 
dorms should have better heat and 
lighL There should be more outside 
lights for students safety. Phones and 
cable TV should be offered to upper 
classmcn. One major thing Centenary 
needs to add to campus life is an 
American flag, and school flag in the 
gym, and play the national anthem 
before every athletic game". 

Fran Crafa, sophomore -
"The school should use more of the 
money from the students tuition to fix 
up the dorms, and to give us heat when 
it's needed. Furthermore, I feel that in 
order to have a peaceful college 
community, the immaturity of 
gossiping and rumors would have to 
stop". 

Linda Pennisi, freshman -
"Commuters should a least get two 
meals-a day. I'm here all day, and I 
pay enough tuition that I should be 
allowed to eat". 

Paul Santumo, resident -
"Yes, Centenary needs a chnage. The 
first and biggest thing is to get more 
school spirit within organizations and 
the ·campus as a whole. In achieving 
this, student activities has to get more 
things going for students such as 
dances, comedy night, etc.. There 
shouldn't be an empty weekend with 
nothing for students to do. The school 
should also not accept just anyone into 
this schooL They should accept a 
quality of students not quanity". 

Ginger Henderson and Sue 
Mangone, freshmen - 'The racial 
tension of this campus needs to cased 
up. If someone doesn't approve of an 
interracial realtionship, they should 
keep it to themselves. No one has a 
right to pass judgment". 

Joe Rcda, commuter- "There 
should be activities every weekend to 
keep students on campus. If there was 
more to do, more people would stay 
during the weekends". 

Dan Ncuweilcr, commuter- "I suggest 
turning Tilly's back into the pub that it 
once was. If they served alcohol again, 
I would go there everyday for lunch. 

Matty Tylcnda and Vicky 
Allen Edwards, student activities 
personnel - "The people on campus that 
say that there is nothing to do, or do not 
like what is being put on need to stop 
by the student activities office and get 
involved. Anyone that feels that the 
student activities office isn't doing a 
good job can organize an event with 
our help. Student activivties is there 
for everyone. Take advantage of it". 

Other responses included ... 
-"I think there is a need for 

another fraternity on/off campus. We 
looked into a natinal frat, and came up 
with several possibities". 

- "The school should do more 
of these school discussions about topics 
on campus with students and faculty". 

-"We need to come together 
as a community". 

-"Everyone here makes 
Centenary what it is. Certain people 
have an odd and sometimes perverse 
idea of what it should be. Maybe they 
need not be here". 

-"I feel the school is lacking in 
security. I am a commuter student and 
am afraid to come here by myself at 
night. We need more lighting. We 
need new ideas and traditions." 

Deborah Charles, a junior 
psychology major, added, "Centenary 
College as an institution is always 
under change, always trying to im
prove. The problem seems to be with 
the students. We all need to learn to 
have respect, patience and compassion 
for others. There are many valuable 
lessons that arc learned in college and 
you lose those opportuni~_cs when the 
people around you arc not given a 
chance." 

If nothing else, everyone 
seemed to agree that there is need for 
improvement on the Centenary campus. 


