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ByEvanGoch 
"We had our first 

lacrosse practices in the gym 
this week; I like being outside, 
but hate the cold, so it is nice to 
have a place to practice when 
there is snow on the ground 
outside," said Bart Rogers, 
senior lacrosse player, adding, 
"It is a little hard to see the ball 
in there, so you really have to 
concentrate and focus on your 
skills." 

The John M. Reeves 
Athletic Center is now open for 
use by Centenary College 
athletes after extensive 
renovations which began last 
August, a demolition and 
construction project watched 
with great interest by the 
college community. 

According to Barry 
Cohen, vice-president for 
Master Planning and Facilities, 
practice in the gym for winter 
teams began during the last 
week of January. 

The first game played 
there was a women's basketball 
game, a close 62-60 loss to 
Staten Island. Athletic offices 
are in the process of moving 
from the trailers to Reeves . 

The center has a 1 ,200-
seat gymnasium, two full-sized 
basketball courts, a 
fitnesscenter/weight room, 
locker rooms, pool, and indoor 
batting cages. 

Centenary teams 

• 

currently getting use of the 
gym are the men's and 
women's basketball and 
volleyball teams. 

"As players, we 

• 

don't really have much say in 
when the times are for gym 
practice. The coaches usually 
deal with that and pick times 
that are available. The larger 
gym will make it easier to~get 
reasonable times because 
teams can get more done with 
the larger space," said Rogers. 

Cohen says that the 
new athletic center offers 
many benefits to athletes as 
well as spectators. "It will 
almost double the floor space 
in 
the gym. There are now two 
cross basketball courts imd 
one regulation court. Courts 
are compliant with NCAA 
regulations, the ceiling is 
higher, we have a much
improved fitness room, 
renovated locker rooms and 
team rooms, and extensive 
public bathrooms on the first 
floor." 

One athlete is reaping 
the benefits of the new gym: 
"New equipment will help us 
train harder, and that will help 
us practice with greater 
intensity so we can be better 
prepared when our games 
start. The old gym made 
getting ready for the season 

• 
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very hard because of 
inadequate space and poor 
equipment. I am glad to see the 
new gym, but since I am a 
senior, I won'tbe able to take 
full advantage of it," said 
Rogers. 

As far as non-athlete 
students go, there will be many 
opportunities for gym usage .. 
They can use the fitness room 
by booking an appointment, 
attend games, and use the pool. 
The basketball court will be 
rented out to outside teams. 

The Hackettstown 
community will also benefit 
from the reopening of the gym, 
said Kevin Davies, coach of the 
women's soccer team. "The 
pool will be used by Warren 
Hills and others. There could 
be more opportunities for town 
residents to use the gym for 
other functions, now that we 
have bigger space." 

Centenary College 
sponsors 13 men's and 
women's teams. Nearly 200 
students compete at the NCAA 
Division Ill level. Centenary 
teams include baseball, 
men's and women's basketball, 
cross country, equestrian, golf, 
men's and qomen's lacrosse, 
men's and women's soccer, 
softball, volleyball, and 
wrestling.The cost ofthe 
center, college administrators 

said, was more than $5 million. 

By Joseph Pascale 

I 
/1 / . 

Signs have been posted 
since the spring semester 
began, on town streets 
adjoining the campus to warn 
that only Hackettstown 
residents with permits ~e 
allowed to park there. The 
signs read, "PERMIT 
PARKING ONLY: MON 6:00 
AM TO FRI 7:00PM (Between 
Tuesday after Labor Day 
through Friday prior to 
Memorial Day) 
HACKETTSTOWN 
ORD2006-23." 

The ordinance that is 
cited lists several reasons why 
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the town decided to create and 
enforce these rules, including 
making parking ~ore 
convenient for residents, 
addressing a critical parking 
shortage in certain areas, 
reducing hazardous parking 
conditions, protecting the areas 
from excessive noise and trash 
due to outside vehicles, and 
promoting a residential 
character of the neighborhoods. 

Residents are allowed to 
receive two parking passes for 
specific vehicles and two 

(Continued on p. 4) 
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access: Educa-

By Melissa Sudia 

With so many ways to 
stay in touch with friends and 
loved ones, it is hard to believe 
that society is becoming more 
disconnected than connected. 

With text messages, 
email, instant messages, 
blogs, and networking 
websites, it is becoming more 
popular to "connect" with one 
another without seeing each 
other in person or even 
hearing that person speak. 

It seems to be more 
convenient to avoid living, 
breathing people and deal with 
them through cables and wires. 

The phone and cell phone, 
which are the simplest ways to 
confront someone in person, 
have now changed formats to 
allow people to communicate 
without talking. Instead of 
picking up the phone and 
dialing a person's number, 
people instead type out a 
message, hoping to get a quick 
response. Often people will text 
message while driving, which 
can be more distracting than 
just talking on the phone, 
which is already illegal in 
many states. 

The Internet is another 
communication option. 
Students and professors spend 
at least three hours a day 
online, whether it be for email, 
instant messaging, or through a 
website. That works out to over 
1000 hours a year. What about 
the people who spend hours 
upon hours online? What are 
these people doing for so many 
hours browsing the Internet? 
Instead of going outside and 
talking or meeting with people 
in person, they choose to do so 
online. 

The Internet is often used 
for emailing and browsing 

websites that will better 
connect you to someone you 
may have lost touch with, or 

more easily online. 
Dr. Christine Flo ether, 

of Centenary College, 
explained that she teaches 
online courses, so she is often 
online to update Blackboard: "I 
spend at least three hours 
online a day. This is a lot for 
me. I think that society is 
becoming disconnected, but at 
the same it isn't, because I can 
easily speak to someone in 
Antarctica." 

As an experiment and to 
help interview many people as 
easily as possible, I created a 
Facebook group and created a 
discussion board asking 
questions about how each 
person felt most comfortable 
communicating and 
connecting with people around 
them and also to pass the invite 
on to their friends. Surprisingly, 
within an hour of creating the 
group, I found over 30 people 
had joined. After 2 weeks, I 

have over 200 members, half 
of whom are not from the 
original group I had invited. 

The common answers 
among th~ students who replied 
to my questions were "I am 
online a lot, probably too 
much," or "I am an AOL 
instant messenger( AIM)/ 
Facebook!Myspace junkie." 

Often, people will use 
the AIM connection to talk to 
people in the same room. There 
are also faculty who guiltily 
confess to sending interoffice 
emails. Some seem to feel it is 
just more convenient to get an 
instant response and give in to 
technology-induced laziness. It 
is a great way to get out of 
having a serious or awkward 
conversation face-to-face, but 
for many, it is just easier to 
think about what he or she 
wants to say and then have the 
time to carefully word it 
and write it out. 

. Myspace and Facebook 
are common websites that 
young as well as older people 
use to try to meet new people, 
network, and keep in 
touch with old friends. For 
some, it is just an everyday 
thing to stay connected to 
friends who have one off to 

• 

school, but for others 
it has become an addiction. No 
one in the group could explain 
why he or she checked the 
website so often or stayed 
online for so long. One girl 
even said it was silly but she · 
couldn't help herself. 

Then, there were a 
few who called Facebook and 
Myspace creepy, because they 
felt the website let the outside 
world know too much about 
their personal happenings, yet 
no one felt that these websites 
or checking them daily was a 
problem. 

When asked about 
educational tools such as 
Blackboard and Educator, 
there were mixed responses. 
Professors felt that for online 
courses as well as traditionally
held courses, sites such as these 
were helpful and gave 
"students more information and 
also saved paper on printed 
articles or materials." 

One student, Nikki 
Campbell, said, "I like online 
learning tools when it's used to 
aid a discussion that had taken 
place in class or to better 
explain the learning materials, 
but I don't like it when 
everything is based on 
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Blackboard or other online 
learning tools." 

Educational blogs and 
online discussions might have a 
better result than in-dal)s 
discussion because, as 
mentioned before,havii:ig the 
time to type sometbjllg out.· ·: , .. 
rather than speak it aloud 
iminediately, a student can.·· 
carefully word somethillg.· 
Also, it takes away the 
awkwardness of the stare ofthe · 
professor and the hopefulness 
of having the right answer or 
the fear ofthe response going . 
terribly awry. 

Coming from a school 
that gives out wireless laptops 
as part of the tuition, students 
can easily find reasons to be 
online rather than go outside to 
experience real life. Schoolis 
supposed to be about making 
lifelong friends with 
memorable experiences, but 
these technologies might be 
hindering this frOm happening. 
Best put by Prof. Matthew 
Mendres, "The only way to 
solve the problem of 
connectivity-indeed, the only 
way to solve ANY problem-is 
through education. New 
technology cannot simply be 
tossed out to the public; people 
need to LEARN about it first, 
to have a working knowledge 
of its capabilities, limitations, 
costs, risks, etc." 

Students cannot just be 
thrown a new laptop and be 
expected not to use it. The 
students should be taught when 
it is appropriate and when it is 
not to use the laptop for 
Myspace or for AIM. 

Social and language 
skills may be diminishing 
because as time goes on, 
people are using text message 
abbreviations or "AIM speak," 
such as "lol" or "brb" in regular 
conversation. With life 
happening right in front of us, 
it is terrible to say that 
technology is really putting 
our minds to waste. Why not 
put down the cell phones, close 
the laptops, and live life--real 

life-- and not virtual life? 
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The YouTube files 

While doing research for big media companies like 

my story about the Nintendo Viacom, NBC, and News Corp 

Wii in this issue of The Quill, I complaining about the site. 

came across a link to a In February, Viacom, 

YouTube video of Conan owner of networks MTV and 

O'Brien playing Serena Comedy Central, among 

Williams in Wii Tennis. others, demanded that YouTube 

Unfortunately, I was take down all of their 

greeted by a message that said, copyrighted videos. YouTube 

"This video is no longer listened to their request, and 

available due to a copyright took down over 100,000 

claim by NBC Universal." I videos, but Viacom is still 

did a quick search up in the complaining that they need to 

comer of the YouTube page have better filtering software. 

and was greeted by several NBC and CBS have both 

copies of the same video that made separate deals with 

actualily worked. YouTube to allow certain clips 

Apparently, after they to be available on the site. 

take down one of the videos, Some people say that all 

people just put it up again. that free advertising will be 

YouTribe.com is the most good for business; others are 

popular web site for watching saying these media companies 

videos on the Internet, and need to stop piracy as soon as 

because of that, YouTube's possible, and there are those 

been all over the news, who say YouTube's best videos 

especially after being bought are the user-created ones, so it 

out by Google last November. won't even hurt the site if they 

The headlines vary - the do manage to take down all of 

billions of dollars that the copyrighted content. 

YouTube's creators received As I consider the 

from the sale, college students situation, I can't help feeling 

getting in trouble for posting a I've seen it all before with 

mock-terrorist video involving Napster. All of the music 

a rubber duck, and even real companies got upset about 

terrorism with militant Islamic Napster's offering free music 

groups posting videos on and used litigation to shut it 

YouTube. YouTube is at the down. How well did that go? I 

center of all of this, and the would really like to know the 

most recent articles are about answer to that question. On the 
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one hand iTunes is now a watch videos made by ordinary 
popular website, and people people, and it's fun to upload 
pay about $1 per song to have your own as well, and get 
music on their iPods. On the feedback from other users. No 
other hand, free music matter what happens, YouTube 
downloads have only gotten will thrive on that service 
better and better. As soon as alone. The issue of copyrighted 
Napster was shut down, several material is a separate issue. 
more file-sharing programs The fact that it is so popular 
began to pop up, and now, with shows that people are tired of 
torrents, there are too many to watching television in the usual 
count. way. If you think about it, it is 

To some degree, torrents ridiculous to be able to watch 
are already beyond YouTube. shows only at certain times and 
A torrent allows a computer to have to work your schedule 
quickly download large files, around that. DVDs, TiVo, and 
since it is connecting to several now the Internet are all trying 
other computers that are to remedy that problem, but the 
downloading the file and television industry is not going 
instantly sharing the partial file to be quick to change the status 
with other users, as well. quo. I have a feeling that in the 

While YouTube is future, the television we pay for 
instant, it's also low quality. A is going to be more reminiscent 
torrent will give someone an ofYouTube. When you turn it 
entire season of a television on, there will be a main page 
show in DVD quality; it just featuring the new and popular 
requires waiting several . videos, but you will search and 
hours (depending on the watch anything you want. 
Internet connection). Advertisements will be 

Back in June, Swedish displayed on the borders or 
authorities actually shut down before and after a show, but 
ThePirateBay, one of the major won't interrupt theprogram-
torrent downloading sites, but it ming itself. It will be a lot 
was up and running again on more convenient for everyone, 
backup servers in another but it is going to be a while 
country within a few days. until the media work through 

YouTube is a great all of the issues at hand. Until 
service for a number of they do, everyone will keep 
reasons. I think it's great to enjoying YouTube. 

Joseph Pascale, editor 
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By Coree Reuter 

"We go through 140 
pounds of chicken nuggets 
every time we serve 
them," Linda Gonia, head of 
Centenary College's food 
service for the 
past 11 years, said with a laugh. 
"We talk healthy but eat 
chicken nuggets!" 

Indeed, "nuggets and tots" 
are a campus-wide favorite, but 
the cafeteria offers more than 
your average lunchroom fare. 

To this reporter's 
surprise, 99 percent of the food 
served at meal times is 
made fresh, every day. The 
cooks cut meat for stew, freshly 
chop the stir-fries, and even 
prepare the fried chicken by 
hand. 

"The only things we 
really don't make are chicken 
nuggets, french fries, Jamaica 
beef patties, and things like 
that," said Gonia. "We 
also run what we call a ''box 
bakery" - all the cakes are 
baked here, but we use the pre
made mix." 

An average day in 
Centenary's kitchen starts at 
5:30 in the morning. 

The first chef arrives 
and starts turning on all of the 
ovens and stovetops. The baker 
and salad workers are in by 
6:00, the cashier is there 
by 6:30, and the second cook 
arrives at 7:00. 

Breakfast is prepared 
first, and then, depending on 
the meal plan for the day, items 
that need more cook time, such 
as casseroles, are made. 

Vegetables are always 
done last to keep them as fresh 
as possible. After the day's 
meals are prepared, the cooks 
start to prep certain foods for 
the following day, chopping 
vegetables, etc., to keep on top 

uf th~ worK.. 
The second shift 

will come in and assist with 

lunch, put it out on the line for 
students, and then start 
preparing dinner. 

It seems like a rough job, 
bug this year, and so are the 
students. 

"I used to hate going to 
the cafeteria because nothing 
tasted good," said a junior. 
"Now I can find food that is 
good for you and is good to 
eat." 

Gonia said that the 
change has come from having a 
completely new staff of cooks 
in the kitchen. "We finally have 
a woman in the kitchen!" 
She said happily. "Roman, 
Eric, Chris, Pam, and our 
executive chef, Jack, are great, 
and they are making wonderful 
food." 

There are 35 people who 
work for the food service, 
which includes Tillie's, the 
kitchen, the library cafe, and 
the equine center. 

The college uses an 
amazing amount of food 
during each meal. The amount 
of food eaten varies slightly, 
depending on what it is served 
with, but on the average, the 
Centenary community 
consumes 125 pounds of 
mashed potatoes, two gallons 
of uncooked rice, and 30. 
pounds of pasta per meal. 

Gonia said that dry 
goods, meat, and produce are 
delivered three times per week, 
bread items every day, and ice 
cream once a week. The 
amount delivered varies on the 
planned menu and whether the 
college has been on break or 
not. 

So, what happens with all 
the food that is left over? "We 
pretty much know exactly how 
much starch items to make," 
said Gonia. "About 
the only things that are usually 
thrown out are left-over 
mashed potatoes and self-

served items." 
Rice, vegetables, and 

carved meats are normally 
thrown into a soup pot 
or pot pies, and carved meats 
are also used for sandwiches. 

When stir-fry is served, 
extra pans are not cooked until 
the first pan runs out, 
reducing waste and ensuring 
freshness. 

Creating the menu is 
another chore that the kitchen 
staff tackles with energy. "We 
are always reworking the 
menu," said Gonia. "We 
bounce ideas off each other, 
take things off that don't work, 
put things on that do, change . 
things around, depending on 
seasons and stuff like 
that." 

The staff creates the 
menus during the summer, and 
they run on four-week cycles. 
The menu is passed through as 
many people as possible to 
ensure that meals do not 
.become repetitive and are 
revised in the spring 
and winter. They also make 
sure that they offer a selection 
in every meal, such as two 
different types of meat, to assist 
with students' religious needs. 

"During Ramadan, we 
offered students to-go trays and 
late transfers in Tillie's to 
ensure that they had food 
available for them," said 
Gonia. 

"As far as allergies go, it 
is iillportant for concerned 
students to speak to the cooks 
about what is in the food, not 
the line servers. We do 
cater to students if they ask." 

When the menus are 
created, the staff also has to 
consider possible catering the 
kitchen may need to do. During 
Gonia's interview, she had 21 
catering events for that week 
alone. "The events range from 
cookies and punch to a full 
dinner," Gonia said. "We used 
to close the cafeteria when 
catered dinners were being 
offered, but we've grown so 
much as a school, we cannot do 
that anymore." 

Growing as a school has 
also contributed to the 
cafeteria's improvements. 

Asked about a campus concern 
about healthy eating, 
Gonia's response rang true. 
"There are healthy choices 
available. It generally has to do 
with making the right choices," 
she said. "When you are at 
home, Mom serves dinner, and 
that is that. Here, you 
have so many choices and 
students don't know what to 
pick to keep them healthy. 
Instead of eating pasta and a 
baked potato, eat pasta and a 
salad." 

Two vegetables and 
fresh fruit, along with the 32-
item salad bar are 
offered at every meal. The new 
water program has helped 
reduce soda consumption, and 
fresh juice is offered all the 
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time, as well. 
"I encourage students to 

eat in the cafeteria instead of 
Tillie's, because it is much 
easier to eat healthy up here," 
said Gonia. "Tillie's is a grill. 
It's much harder to eat a 
wholesome meal." 

. With all of the 
improvements in the past year, 
the cafeteria is now a 
good place to eat. Healthy 
eating is possible with 
the right choices of food, and 
the cooking staff is always 
open to suggestions for new 
menu items. Email is one way 
to make contact. "We talk 
healthy and eat chicken 
nuggets," Gonia chuckled. 

"That's my favorite line." 

New International coordinator 
By Stephanie Simone 

There's a new face in the 
international offices at Smith 
Hall: Daniel K. Stringer. His 
job as the international student 
coordinator is to bring a level 
of comfort, security, and fun to 
Centenary for its international 
population. 

Another part of Stringer's 
job is planning trips. Right now 
the International Studies 
Department has an event 
called International Women's 
Day on March 8, and students 
involved will be performing 
their various talents. 

Stringer has also set 
up an interview with Walt 

(Continued from p. 1) 
guest parking passes after they 

provide the appropriate 
documents specified in the 
ordinance, but it should be 
noted that any resident of 
Hackettstown may receive the 
passes, regardless of which 
street they live on. As the sign 
states, during weekends and the 
summer months, there is no 
restriction to parking on the 
streets. 

Any vehicles parked on 
the restricted streets may be 
ticketed a fee of $20, and the 
town police may tow away and 
impound the vehicles. 

Disney World for graduating 
students. He says he has 
tweaked some things that the 
International Studies office has 
done to make them run more 
smoothly. He hopes to bring 
guest speakers to campus and 
to take our students to see a 
play in New York , go skiing, 
see a baseball game, among 
other things. Stringer says, "To 
describe my job as one thing is 
impossible; in one day I am 
guide, advocate, advisor, 
parent, friend, jokester, 
administrator, trip planner, 
essentially, jack of all trades. I 
love it!" 

We have done great 
planning, and currently all our 
parking needs are handled by 
our back student parking lot," 
said Dr. Bryon Grigsby, 
Provost and Chief Operating 
Officer of Centenary. '"'We 
had numerous consultants that 
came in to help us figure out 
how many parking spots we 
would need on campus to 
house our students, faculty and 
staff. As of right now, it would 
appear that no changes need to 
be made. However, future 
growth may force us to look at 
other options." 
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Megabytes? 

By Coree Reuter 

It was 11 p.m. when a 
junior realized that she had an 
hour to complete three 250-
word essays. Frantic, she tore 
through the textbook and raced 
her hands across the laptop 

·keyboard. As the glowing digits 
on her clock flipped to 
midnight, she pressed the 
submit button. 

Online classes. They 
seem to be the answer to 
everyone's problems regarding 
scheduling difficul-
ties, but are they really worth 
the time? 

"I feel that the online 
courses enhance students' 
knowledge beyond 
the traditional course," said 
Shelly Zimmerman, an 
instructional 
designer and faculty developer 
at Centenary College and an 
eight-year teacher 
of online classes. 

For some students, this 
can be difficult because one of 
the key elements of traditional 
classes, lectures, is missing 
from the online class setting. 
Also, students that have an 
auditory learning style may 
find these 

· classes difficult. 
"Rather than being 

lectured to by an instructor, the 
students have to 
become active participants in 
the learning process," 
Zimmerman said."This teaches 
students how to learn, as well 
as introduces them to the 
asynchronous communication 
style that they will encounter in 
the 
post-collegiate world of 
business." 

The average online class 
at Centenary College consists 
of dis-
cussion questions due by a 
specific· day of each week, an 
individual assignment 
and a "team" assignment that 

are both due by Saturday 
afternoon. 

"Group online projects 
were not easy to arrange," said 
an anonymous mother-of-two~ 
"Some students live far away 
and attend classes only some 
nights. Other students worked 
during the day between classes, 
and their time was very limited. 
The handling of the project 
became the work of one or two 
students and not truly a group 
project." 

The assignments are 
supplemented by articles, 
websites, and chapters from the 
recommended text books, 
which sometimes became more 
of a hindrance. 

"The books in my 
literature courses and my 
algebra courses were 
helpful," said the mother-of
two. "The text for the sociology 
class was 
very difficult to read and 
understand." 

In the concentrated six
week class, a whole subject is 
covered in a short time period, 
which can be overwhelming. 

On the other hand, 

students say that it is a great 
feeling to know that 
you are done with a class 
before the semester is half
over. 

"I felt a big weight come 
off my shoulders when my 
online classes 
were finished," said a junior. 
"It freed up the rest of my 
semester to have a job and 
concentrate on my other activi
ties." 

The rumor is thftt online 
classes are a piece of cake, but 
that is not 
generally the case. "The only 
easy part of online learning is 
that the students have the 
flexibility to decide when to 
'attend' class," 
said Zimmerman. "Beyond 
that, the students who are 
actively involved 
should find that the online class 
is harder." 

"The easiest part for me 
was not having to make the 
extra trips to 
campus," Warren Fitzpatrick, a 
non-traditional student 

majoring in Business 
Administration and Marketing, 
said. "It cut down on costs, and 
there were no tests!" 

The mother-of-two 
found that online classes helped 
her balance time 
between college and her 
children. "It is convenient to 
learn some subjects while being 
home at night," she said. "For 
my algebra online 
class, the teacher had videos 
that could be borrowed to 
practice lessons 
at home if needed, and I took 
advantage of these videos with 
an easypick-up/drop-off 
arrangement in a box outside 
the professor's door if he was 
not available when I arrived 
after work." 

These arrangements, 
along with book sharing, are 
helpful in k~eping the class 
flowing smoothly 
and ensuring that the students 
understand the material. 

"I tend to enjoy teaching 
online classes more than 
traditional, 
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because I get more out of each 
student," said 
Zimmerman."Every student 
must participate. The 
conversation is never 
dominated by just one or two 
students, but all students must 
contribute. There is 
collaboration to 
the learning process that simply 
does not take place in most 
traditional class-rooms, strictly 
because of the very venue in 
which the learning takes 
place." 

In addition, Zimmerman 
loves the fact that students 
have to constantly practice and, 
therefore, improve their written 
communication skills. 

However, online classes 
are not for everyone. It takes 
good organization and 
dedication to ensure the weekly 
assign-ments are completed on 
time. 

Since class participation 
is not an applicable grading 
area as in a 
traditional class, it is important 
that the assignments are 
thorough and correct in order to 
receive full marks - there is 
little leniency when 
it comes to making up an extra 
point or two. Finally,students 
must be able to communicate 
effec-tively, as all 
communication is done through 
discussion boards and e-mails. 

"People are starting to 
rely on e-mail and other 
electronic com-munications for 
developing business 
relationships," Zimmerman 
said. "More 
and more, the written word is 
our first, and sometimes only, 
impression. That will not 
change in the future." 
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By lBrian Esposito 
No athlete in the history 

of the world was born with 
their abilities without working 
at them. Michael Johnson did 
not wake up one day and set a 
world record, nor did Tiger 
Woods take a set of golf clubs 
and start winning professional 
tournaments after brea.lcfast one 
morning without undergoing 
years of practice. 

It is also foolish to think 
that these outstanding 
individuals stopped improving 
their sport after reaching the 
top; they continued their efforts 
to better their time, or their 
score, and any other aspect of 
their game so that they can be 
the best that they can be. Well, 
then, wouldn't the same go for 
writing? 

Writing, although some 
may not immediately see the 
comparison, is very comparable 
to athletics. These two 
disciplines are similar in the 

· that some people are born with 

Twelve Charter 
Members of the Theta Chapter 
of Delta Alpha Pi, the Interna
tional Honor Society for 
students with disabilities, were 
inducted in an evening candle
lighting ceremony held in the 
front parlours of the Seay 
Building in early February. 

Dr. Sandr.a Moore, 
Associate Dean for Academic 
Support, extended congratula
tions to the students, faculty, 
and staff whose support helped 

establish this chapter, only the 
13th chapter in the U.S. 
Mary Ann Raimond, coordina
tor of Special Needs on 

the skills necessary to 
communicate their thoughts 
throughwriting better than 
others. 

Also, they are alike in 
the respect that both require the 
skills given to people so they 
may further progress. However, 
even the most outstanding 
writer has room for improve
ment. Those who feel they are 
struggling with athletics get 
help from their coach, and it is 

casmpus is the Theta Chapter's 
advisor. 

Delta Alpha Pi is the 
vision of Dr. Edith F. Miller, 
Ed.D., who started the honor 
society at East Stroudsburg 
University in 2004, and was the 
keynote speaker. Acting 
Director of Disability Services, 
Christopher J. Selena, led a list 
of other speakers who included 
Raimond and Dr. Moore In 
addition to the inductees and 
their families, 9uests included 

Anthony Piperata, former 
Interim Director of Disability 
Services, and the other 
Disabilty Service Office Staff, 

up to the athlete to use what the 
coach suggests or not. 

The HUB is a place on 
campus filled with coaches for 
writers. Each tutor in The HUB 
has been trained to give 
tutoring sessions, which are 
instrumental in the academic 
success of the students who 
visit. 

The tutors represent a 
wide range of majors, ages, and 
genders, so there is a matching 

Heather Knickerbocker, and 
Kathy Waehler. 

Criteria for admission to 
the honor society are as 
follows: All students must 
present with a documented 
disability and work with one of 
the staff in the Disability 
1>ervices office. 

Undergraduate students 
must have completed a 
minimum of 24 credits, earned 
an overall Quality Point 
Average of 3.10; graduate 

students must have completed a 
minimum of 18 credits, and 
earned an overall Quality Point 
Average of 3.30. 

tutor for each type of student. 
HUB tutors also 

understand that not all students 
learn the same way, and, as a 
good coach would do, they are 
able to communicate their 
helpful writing techniques in a 
variety of ways in order to best 
meet the needs of each student. 

So, tutors are a lot like 
coaches, in that they both give 
suggestions and not a series of 
commands to students on what 

Centenary.;' Delta 
Alpha Pi Honor Society 
members will be mentoring 
incoming freshman students 
with disabilities to assist them 
in transitioning to college by 
contacting them throughout the 
summer before the fall 

page 6 

to do. A tutor will not sit down 
with a student for an hour and 
dictate what he or she thinks 
should be in the paper. That 
would take any originality out 
of the papers, and is pointless 
in the long run. Why give a 
quick fix when you could sit 
down with students and teach 
them how to write a paper? 
That's something they can use 

all their lives. 

semester begins. The Theta 
Chapter students will also be 
performing community service 
as well as providing 
educational opportunities to 
educate the campus population 
and local residents on 

disability issues. 

Classified Ad 

Painter Wanted 
part-time-full days (8 hrs.) 
1-3 days per week 
Will train 
$12-hr. 
Call Steve at 
973=219-5358 
or 908-850-8459 
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By Christine Gauthier 

Why study abroad? 
"Your perspective is 

wider, and you have a more 
worldly view. Also, you do 
feel different because you have 
these experiences that some 
people may never have," Craig 
Alaburda, a junior majoring in 
Criminal Justice at Centenary 
College said. 

Alaburda studied at 
Ewha University in Seoul, 
Korea, last spring. Ewha is a 
women's university which 
accepts male students for 
its exchange program. 

Traveling with friends 
from Germany ,Finland , 
China, Japan, Holland, and the 
United States , are experiences 
Alaburda remembers best. "It's 
the most fun you'll have in 
your entire life." 

Christina Pagano, 
a senior studying Equine 
Science, attended Hartpury 
College in Gloucester, England 
(which is affiliated with 
Centenary) last 
semester for five and a half 
months. Text books, hands-on 
learning, and outside studying 
were required to pass courses. 
Pagano advices students to 
research cost, colleges and 
universities, and talk to 
students who have studied 
a1Jroaci. 

She traveled to 
Cambridge and Oxford with 
five students from the United 
States to see the architecture 
and history. 

"Everything I learned is 
more towards what I want to do 
in life,"Pagano said. 

Applying to study 
abroad is complicated, 
according to Alaburda, who 
was aided through the process 
by Dr. Robert Frail, director of 
International Studies, and Prof. 
Hyo-Chong Yoo, an Ewha-Uni
versity alumna. 

Students must see Nancy 
Paffendorf, associate dean 
for Academic Policy and 
Programs to be placed on a list 
of interested students. Those 
students must then secure 
signatures from Frail, 
Michael Corso, director of 
Financial Aid, Suzanne 
Cubberly, Bursar, an 
academic advisor or 
departmentchair,and 
Paffendorf, who then reviews 
student documents, notifying 
them after the April! deadline, 
as tp whether they have been 
accepted. 

Students must have a 
GPA of 3.0 or higher; those 
with a GPA of 2.5 to 2.9 are put 
on a waiting list. Paffendorf 
advises students to submit 
applications two semesters in 
advance, because of limited 
space. Several students have 
already applied for 2008, 
according to Paffendorf. 

Self-motivation, self
reliance, discipline, and 
maturity are important 
qualities for students to 
possess. However, students 
who perform well at Centenary 
mayearnB's orC's abroad, 
because it is more academically 
challenging. Instructors are not 
approachable, out-of-class 
support is not readily available, 
and students must write 
a research paper or pass a 
difficult exam to get credit, 
according to Frail, who is a-
member of the English faculty 
here. 

Equine, Fashion, 
Communication, Art, Business, 
Pre-Law, Education, and 
internships are applicable 
programs and majors. A 
program to study in Washing
ton,D.C ., is also available, 
according to Cubberly. 

-Studying abroad 
increases awareness of 
international issues. "Our world 

is a global marketplace, and the 
more clearly that students 
understand and experience the 
world as a global marketplace, 
the better they will do in their 
future careers and in life in 
general," Corso said. 

He assists students in 
preparing financial aid 
packages. Resident grants, 
Federal and institutional 
college work-study, and the 
United Methodist scholarship, 
which apply to students living 
and/or working on 
campus, are eliminated during 
study abroad. 

Presidential, 
Achievement, Merit, Cyclone, 
Leadership, Out-of-State, 
Equine, Phi Theta Kappa, 
Transfer, Sky lands, and EOF 
scholarships, are offered at 50 
percent of the original award 
amount. 

Pell, Tag, FSEOG, EOF, 
Distinguished Scholars and 
Urban Scholars awards are 
federal and state rewards, 
which remain at 100 percent, 
according to Corso. 

Cubberly handles 
academic issues and tuition 
payment at Centenary through 
her position as Bursar in the 
Business Office. 

Students would do well 
to refer to a catalog of 
approved sites before applying 
to study abroad. Some schools 
require a deposit, which 
Centenary pays on behalf of the 
student. Tuition must be 
paid at Centenary, before the 
other school can pay for 
expenses. 

Additional costs include 
travel; air fare, transportation, 
and food, which students must 
provide, according to Cubberly. 

Extra loans may be 
needed to cover living----
expenses, according to Corso. · 

"Students really need to' 
be informed before they go; it's 
not a decision to be made 
lightly; it's a serious decision," 
Cubberly said. 

International students 
studying abroad experience 
culture shock in reverse. Tina 
Hong Rong Tang earned a BA 

in International studies and MA 
in Instructional Leadership at 
Centenary College. Fujian
Hwa-nan Women's college, a 
sister school to Centenary, 

· sponsored Tang. She was 

required to obtain a visa from a 
United States embassy, high 
school and 
college transcript, financial aid 
statement, and show proof of 
return to China once her 
semester abroad was complete, 
andpay an education fee 
equivalent to $100 U.S. 

Tang, whose initial 
image of America was derived 
from media, was"nervous and 
worried about the language 
barrier." 

She noted educational 
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to see with your own eyes to 
know the country and culture," 
she said. 

Abroad, students learn 
about different economies, 
according to Joseph Linskey, -
who teaches Criminal Justice, 
Leadership, and Public 
Administration at Centenary. 
Linskey's interest in Korea 
originated with his wife's 
heritage. Teaching summer 
courses at Ewha in 2003 and 
2006 gave him an opportunity 
to return to Korea. 

Befriending 
international students enables 
you to learn more about 
their country and what to 
expect, according to Alaburda, 
who worked as an RA for the 

and cultural differences between International Summer Culture 

China and the United States. and Language program. 

American professors encourage Students gain 
active participation, and independence and cultural 

student-centered learning, and insights, and learning the 

people sit on the floor or street. language and culture of another 

Chinese professors, she country eases anxiety. 
said, give more lectures, "Overall, it's better to be 

students take more notes, and prepared, than under-prepared. 

people always sit in chairs. It's hard to say which 
Students with opposing experience stood out. The 

opinions discuss it with whole trip in and of itself was 

professors after class, she said. . an experience," Alaburda said. 
Tang says she is now 

more open-minded. "You need 
c 

I make sure I receive 
the financial aid I need? 

With many deadlines 
fast approaching, students need 
to be aware of what they need 
to do to ensure they receive 
their financial aid. 

StUdents should first 
make sure that both they, and if 
necessary, their parents 
complete a 2006 Federal Tax 
Return. Students should visit 
the Financing Your Education 
section of Blackboard to learn 
more about the reapplication 
process. 

Students are also 
encouraged to complete the 
FAFSA on the WEB at 
www.FAFSA.ed.gov. They 
should select the Renewal 
FAFSA, because most of last 
year's information is carried 
over from iasFyeat:-~--

All Award letters will be sent 
by email. Students are strongly 
encouraged to look at their 
Centenary College email for 
their award letters. 
Also, they need to respond for 
all requests from the Financial 
Aid Department for tax returns 
and W-2 forms as well as any 
other information. Financial 
Aid will not create an award 
letter until it receives 
the requested information. 

The State of New Jersey 
may also request tax returns 
and other information. 
Students need to respond to 
these requests as well. 
Students can view their awards 
24/7 at 
www.centenarycollege.edu/ 

YEA. 
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Age among new 
ways test your 
By Joseph Pascale 

"Video games can be 
and are a great way to exercise 
and not even knowyou are 
burning calories," Mickey 
DeLorenzo says in his Wii 
Sports Experiment blog. 

Nintendo's Wii video 
game system has been 
undeniably successful since it 
was released last November. · 
While critics say it's just an 
underpowered machine with a 
gimmick, fans find the motion
sensitive controls intuitive and 
a revolutionary new way to 
play games. 

Each system comes 
bundled with a copy of Wii 
Sports, a game which 
features tennis, baseball, 
bowling, golf, and boxing. In 
order to play the games, you 
must swing the controller as 
though you were actually 
performing the activities. 

DeLorenzo, a 25-year-

By Coree Reuter 

It is 2 a.m., and the 
strains of Free Bird echo 
lightly through the empty 
hallways. But it is no guitar 
player that strums the chords 
and picks the notes, but a new, 
innovative Playstation game 
called Guitar Hero. 

The original version was 
released in 2005 and won 
numerous awards such as the 
Family Game of the Year for 
2005. The game includes songs 
by Queen, Blue Oyster Cult, 
Sum 41, Boston , and the Red 

U&t Chlli Peppers. 
Guitar Hero II was 

released in 2006 and also won a 
variety of accolades. The 

old from Philadelphia , 
recently conducted a six-week 
experiment during which he 

/ played Wii (pronounced WE) 
sports for 30 minutes each day 
and lost nine pounds! 

"To be honest, I was 
genuinely surprised by my end 
results," DeLorenzo said, 
especially considering that he 
wasn't on a special diet and did 
not get any additional 
exercise outdoors because of 
the cold winter season. 

There are plans to 
release future Wii games 
specifically aimed at getting in 
shape, so Nintendo may have a 
big hit on its hands. The 
handheld Nintendo DS system 
is already very popular, and 
Nintendo recently announced it 
has sold more than 10 million 
of them in North America 
alone. 

The fact that the DS 

second version continues its 
classic rock theme with songs 
by. Guns n Roses, Lyn}rrd 
Skynyrd, Motley Crue, and The 
Police. 

Guitar Hero is played 
using a miniature version of a 
Gibson Guitar. It has five fret 
buttons on the neck, a strum 
bar and a whammy bar on the 
body. To play the game, players 
must hold down the required 
fret buttons while strumming 
the strum bar at the same time. 

Sound easy? It's not. 

O.u~l:ar llero has four ilifficulty 
levels, and the game doesn't lie 
when it says you need to be an 
Expert. 

system appeals to people of all 
ages must have something to 
do with that success; so does 
the fact that the touch screen 
allows for innovative game
play. 

Brain Age, with a 
different slant, was just the first 
in a line of games marketed for 
adults that are aimed at training 
your brain with puzzles, 
memorization games, and math 
problems to improve overall 
intelligence. At the end of each 
session, the game will tell you 
how old your brain is, with 
the ideal brain age being 20. 

Wii Sports used the 
same idea with a .''Fitness Age" 
being given at the end of each 
session. 

DeLorenzo's blog said 
that his Fitness Age was 46 
when he began, but he was at . 
the ideal age of 20 by the end. 

The Wii is already very 

There is also a multi
player aspect to the game, 
allowing players to battle each 
other, or play cooperatively. 
1'his feature has allowed 
Centenary College RAs to hold 
programs revolving around the 
game, the most recent being 
Dan Aquino's Pie-YourRA 
program. 

The program entailed 
choosing an RA and then 
battling the RA on the 
game. Whoever lost was pied 
in the face. 

"Guitar Hero is great," 
said a student who owns both 
versions of the game. "It takes 
practice to figure out how to 
play, but once you get the 
basics, you can have fun with 
it." 

In the spring of 2007, 

Guitar Hero II: The 80s will be 
released for Playstation 2 and a 
version of the game is soon to 

be released for Xbox 360. 

popular, and it is still difficult 
to obtain:, despite being 
released back in November. 

"It took two months to 
finally find one," said 21-year
old Matt Nagel who received a 
call from a friend one afternoon 
telling him of a store which had 
the system for sale. 

"I got the last one in 
stock, and then the guy tells me 
that they don't have any extra 
controllers. Since then, I've 
looked in over 20 stores and 
always come out empty 
handed." Nagel said. 

While it comes with 
one controller~ most games are 
designed to be played with four 
people at once. 

"Getting the system was 
just a small step in trying to 
enjoy the thing. I could always 
go on eBay and get the 
controllers there for an extra 
$20, but I'd rather just wait it 
out, as frustrating as that has 
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been," Nagel said. An 
understandable decision since a 
standard 

"Wiimote" retails for 
about $40 with the "Nunchuck" 
attachment costing an extra $20 
and all of this is on top of a 
$250 system. 

For now the world will 
just have to wait and see how 
much the trend of using video 
games to exercise catches on. 
"I feel like a played Wii Sports 
everyday for 6 weeks in a semi
aggressive way." DeLorenzo 
said in his conclusion. "I 
moved my feet, I used full 
body motion, and I swung my 
arms to mimic the real thing. If 
you just stand there and make 
small moves or sit on the couch 
and play, I don't think you'll 
get much, if any, results 
regarding exercise." 
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By Edward Cross 

I entered the next 
generation gaming war on the 
Microsoft front. 

I needed a 360. When I 
got one, I was perplexed. I had 
never played online unless it 
was a role- player game. With 
the Xbox 360, I could plug into 
the internet and enter a virtual. 
arena. 

I became a digital 
gladiator. I play "Gears of War" 
like a crack addict. "Gears of 
War" is challenging and fun. It 
takes skill to master the 
multiplayer. There are secrets 
to winning, though. A good 
mentality is important, and 
strategy does not hurt, either. 

1. Do not take losing 
seriously. Nothing hurts a 
player more than being a whiny 
punk about getting chainsawed 

An ana[ysis written for Dr. Shane 
Fitzpatrick's POL206 class 

By Rebecca Guarnera 

Who is Hugo Chavez? 
Among other things he has 
done, he recently made very 
incendiary remarks_ about 
President Bush during a 
United Nations Meeting. 

Chavez was in the 
United States for the United 
Nation's summit in September, 
2006. President Bush 
addressed the council about a 
variety of topics, including 
most of the world's current 
events. The next day, Chavez 
addressed the same council. He 
stated that it stinks like sulfur 
in the very place he stands and 
referred to President Bush as 
the devil. After criticizing the 

' 
in the face. You ~;espawn after a smack. They are British. You 
match and try. your best again. can barely understand what 
It's that simple. they say over the microphone 

2. Not quitting a matchanyway. Enjoy the fun deaths 
demonstrates that you want to you have, and the hilarious kills 
play, no matter how badly you you may get. 
are losing. Sticking it out Those four ideas should 
shows guts, even if you just run help with mentality; strategiz-
into the sniper's headshots. ing goes a long way, too. No 

1llie game is teamwork- one likes losing 10 matches in a 
based. Running around alone row. (I've lost 10 straight.) 
gets you killed, like the Flash These tips helped win a 
on amphetamines. You die too few matches: Find a 
quickly to help your team- comfortable wea_pon and stick 
mates. Coordinate with your to it. Some people like the 
brothers-in-arms to secure Longshot rifle. Others like 
victory. Enjoy their company using the pistol. The weapon 
even if they are little kids with you choose dictates your play 
horrible attitudes or drunk style. Practice makes perfect. 
college students that can't play. Remember that every gun has 

4.s im]lb'rtant to have a close-range attack. 
fun. Do not give in to the 10- Pistol whips are your friend. 

..•.•. year-old British kids that talk Be situationally aware. Using a 

President, he attacked the 
population of our country and 
was applauded by most the 
members in attendance. 
President Bush then took an 
aggressive stance and called 
those remarks unnecessary. 

There are many people 
that agreed with Hugo 
Chavez's calling Bush the 
devil and saying that he smells 
like sulfur. I think Hugo is 
going to try to start a war with 
Bush. Is Hugo Chavez a better 
president then Bush? Chavez 
did spend time in jail for 
taking government money to 
help his country. I mean I do 
not think that it was right, and 
I do not think that calling Bush 
the devil was right in front of 
thousands of viewers. Chavez 
does not have to like our 
President, but he does have to 

show respect to the office of 
the President of the United 
States of America. 

What was the response 
from the White House and the 
general public of the United 
States ? Th~te House press 
secretary called the attack 
unprovoked and unnecessary. 

President Bush made his 
own remarks on the subject 
saying that he believed that it 
was unreal that another world 
leader would say such a thing 
about another world leader in a 
peaceful setting like the United 
Nations. The general public in 
our country has split feelings 
on the comments made that 
day. Some feel that they were 
correct and on key. Others say 
that this was a direct attack on 
our President and the 
presidency. 

So, who is Chavez? He 

face,' 

long-range weapon while 
someone is running towards 
you is foolish. Whip out that 
shotty and blam them at close 
range. It's fun blasting a chump 
in the face. 

Speaking of the shotgun, 
try not to enter the "shotgun 
dance of death" too often. 
It's a situation that is all luck 
and no skill. You may feel you 
have an edge by constantly 
circle-aiming, but one lucky 
shot, and you become meat. 

If you are the last man 
standing, stalking becomes fun 
AND rewarding. There is 
nothing better than seeing an 
enemy frantically looking for 
you. Use that confusion to run 
behind the player and chainsaw 
that player in the face. 

MY favorite trick is 

was born July 28, 1954 in 
Sabaneta, Barinas, Venezuela. 
He graduated in 197 5 with an 
engineering degree from a 
military academy. In 1982, he 
founded the Bolivarian 
Revolutionary Movement. 
Through 1989-1990, he studied 
Political Science at Simon 
Bolivar University in Caracas. 

Chavez had a career in 
the military and formed a 
revolutionary force within the 
Venezuelan army that led to the 
failure of his attempt to 
overthrow President Carlos 
Andres Perez in 1992. Mter 
two years in prison. Chavez 
was pardoned by President 
Rafael Caldera; that made the 
transition from soldier to 
politician. 

Hugo Chavez was first 
elected president in 1998 and 
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sticking a grenade to the 
enemy, and running away 
like Curly from the Three 
Stooges. Don't forget to say 
"wooo woo woooo woo" into 
the mic. 

Active reloads do more 
damage. When you reload that 
weapon, hit the white line. 
Jamming the gun is frustrating. 
Blasting back with stronger 
bullets is priceless. 

"Gears" is a game that 
takes practice. Players will 
mock you for being a "nOOb" 
(N ewbie )getting "pwned" 

(player owned) and quitting. 
Don't let it bother you; just 

have fun. 

had 56% of the vote, which 
was the largest in four decades; 
he took office on February 2 
1999. Chavez is the 53rd and 
current president of Venezuela. 
Many people think that he is 
going to start a fight with 
America by building up his 
troops. 

The remarks made by 
Chavez that day were 
outrageous. No one knows 
what drove him to say those 
things. Does he have some 
master plan in mind and is he· 
trying to find backing against 
the United States ? Is he · 
trying to forge alliances with 
other countries who might feel 
the same way about President 
Bush? No one really knows the 
truth. All we can do is 
swallow what was said and 

push forward onto the next day. 
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FYE FYLs ease 

By Melissa Sudia 

Did you feel 
apprehensive about going away 
to college? Were your parents 
nervous about sending their son 
or daughter away? 

There is no reason to 
fear college; most institutions 
have an introductory program 
or class for incoming students 
to make them feel more 
welcome and to allow them an 
easier way to get accustomed to 
the new home away from 
home. 

·At Centenary College, 
the administrators and faculty 
truly have the students in mind 
from acceptance until gradJJ~
tion, and even after. The main 
points that are strongly 
emphasized throughout the 
courses are global citizenship, 
true learning, values-centered 
life, and service leadership and 
team building. 

To help stress these 
points early on,Centenary has a . 
First-Year Leader (FYL 
pronounced "Phil") program 
that allows incoming students, 
both traditional and transfers, 
to prepare for the years to come 
at the college. 

What was originally just 
a peer mentor program, has 
become much more intense as 
the FYL attends his or her 
specific group of first-year 
students' CCS 100 class, teams 
up with the professor, tutors 
assignments, helps with 
community service, and 
mentors the students in class as 
well as outside. 

Candice Chase, the 
Director of Co-Curricular 
Transitions since September 
2005, explains the FYLs' 
responsibilities: The FYLs 
must attend every CCS 100 
class to take attendance and 
assist the professor, while 
n \}I I I 1 fac1 1tanng commumcatwn 
between professor and 
students. Outside of class they 

college 

attend workshops, take a 
tutoring course, help the 
students with orientation, and 
move them in to the dorms, and 
also plan two events each 
month for the students to 
attend. 

What seems like a lot to 
handle is actually a great 
experience for the first-year 
students as well as the students 
in the FYL position. 

Casey Sweeney, Chase's 
assistant, says, "The FYL 
program is wonderful for 
all students involved--the FYLs 
get experience in leadership 
and mentoring, while the first
year students have someone 
close to their age helping them 
to adjust to college." 

Returning FYL Kelly 
Lishman says she returned 
because she enjoyed "being 
able to have a part in the 
freshmen's lives. It is a good 
opportunity to get to know 
people that I would normally 
not meet in any other 
circumstance. Being a mentor 
to them allows me to gain 
leadership skills while helping 
them adjust to college life." 

Lishman mentored in 
Prof. Carolyn Coulson
Grigsby's CCS100 theater
themed course, and 
ultimately convinced one of her 
students, Chandra Nicholson, 
to become a FYL: " I had a 
good experience my freshman 
year and wanted to share 
that experience with others," 
Nicholson said. 

Having this class allows 
students who are new to the 
college to be provided with key 
information and advice for 
succeeding as a first-year 
student. They (FYLs) have 
some little tricks of the trade 
that make the transition from 

hl~h Q~hMl tD coll~~~ ll tnuch 
smoother. The CCS 
classes have been established to 

give the first-year students not 
only peer student connection, 
but also a faculty outreach. 
They tend to bond with the 
frrst-year-class faculty and 
reach out to them as a resource 
or a source of guidance," says 
Chase. 

Sophomore Drew 
Renaldo, who attended 
CCS 100 Humor and Survival 
with Dr. Klara Lutsky and 
FYLS Mike and Candace, said 
the "FYLs helped with papers 
in the HUB (the writing center 
where "higher understanding 
begins"). His most memorable 
experience involved a comedy 
show at a nearby retirement 
home that the class put together 
for a project that counted as 
community service. 

Steve Holmes, a 
sophomore, who attended 
CCSlOO Extreme Faiths with 
Rev. David Jones, vice-

president for Student Services, 
and FYLs Lisa and Kate, said 
he enjoyed the president's 
dinner, a required event of the 
course,"because it was nice to 
see the class all together, . 
dressed up and haviri.g fun. This 
dinner shows students that 
administrators are not out of 
reach, and they are around and 
willing to meet and talk with 
you." 

Current frrst-year 
student, CJ. Brittingham says 
his class, Write All About It, 
with Prof. Debbie Lev, was 
"interesting with a lot of work; 
the FYL (Mel Sudia) has 
helped me a great deal with the 
CCS class and information and 
activities around campus." 
Brittingham chose to attend 
Centenary College, although it 
was not his first choice, 
because "it is a small school 
that focuses on helping students 
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academically and is big on 
tutoring." He is still unsure if 
he is staying at Centenary, but 
the FYL program has a lot to 
do with keeping him here: ''I'm 
thinking about transferring to 
Monmouth University, but 
since I was recommended for 
the tutor!FYL training program 
next year, I'm tempted to stay. 
I will look forward to 
becoming a FYL if I do, in 
fact, stay. If I don't, it will be 
something I will regret about 
leaving Centenary College. 
But as I said, I am very 
fortunate to be surrounded 
with professors and tutors that 
are willing to help in every way 
they can." 

This ever-changing 
program will continue to grow 
and guide frrst-year students 
each fall. 

""Just 15 minutes from Centenary College" 

Open daily, two screens; 
first-run films, concerts 

Wild Hogs, Blades of Glory, The Last Mimzy 
and Are We Done Yet, along with two concerts. 

want to Jam??? 
Contact our website at 

right, 
or www.myspace.com/ 
washingtontheatre 57 & 

www .. thewashingtontheatre .. com 
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Staff story 

"So many things happen 
all at once that it's hard to filter 
and describe the event in 
words," a female student at 
Drew University said. "I 
wonder what will happen 
next." 

Over a year later, the 
situation in New Orleans, 
Louisiana is still a work in 
progress. 

A group of over 120 
students and faculty from 
Centenary College and Drew 
University worked on 72 
houses for six days in New 
Orleans during the first and 
second week of January during 
winter bread from classes. 

The areas hit hardest by 
the burst in the levees, the 
lower ninth ward and St. 
Bernard's Parish, are still ghost 
towns. Feeble structures that 
were once houses, have mold 
and moss growing on them. 
The roads are so uneven, that 
while driving on them, you felt 
your bones vibrate. In plain 
view, along the highway in the 
lower ninth ward, are unused 
FEMA trailers sinking in the 
mud. With no addresses for 
these trailers to go to, life 
hasn't moved in this area. 

Highways·along the 
ninth and lower ninth ward that 
before the storm were highly 
trafficked, have hardly a car 
driving through. One could 
take a nap in the middle of the 
highway, and not a single car 
will drive by. 

Up and down the once
busy streets in the neighbor
hoods around New Orleans are 
abandoned school buildings, 
downed power lines, garbage 
and debris strewn across the 
sides of residential roads. 
Infant strollers and seats, car 

parts, and picture frames are 
some of the items lying there; 
abandoned. 

While driving on the 

major highways leading to the 
ninth ward, you can see blue 
road signs titled, "Hurricane 
Evacuation Route" more often 
than the speed limit signs. 

In residential areas, 
where some homeowners are 
trying to slowly rebuild their 
homes, signs entice the few 
drivers on the roads 
advertising, "Houses complete, 
no money down." These signs 
are more commonplace than 
stop signs in some areas-. 
In the ninth ward, overlooking 
the vast and haunting sight that 
caused the city much of its 
damage, Lake Ponchartrain, 
one can see the erosion. The 

· lake is so wide, that you cannot 
see the other side of the water. 
It looks like an ocean. 

Where docks once stood 
are now nothing more than 
wooden poles sticking above 
water level that look out of 
place. The train tracks that run 
parallel to the lake are 
deteriorated and the sound of 
silence is frightening. 

"I was shocked to see 
that the city was still in a state 
of emergency over a year later. 
I was angry with the media for 
making Katrina look like a 
thing of the past," said 
Centenary College student 
Constance Edouard. 

'We're living in a 
society were the government 
has put these victims on the 
back burner," said Centenary 
College student Rachel Ceddia. 

At the heart of the 
destruction and abandonment, 
are stories of the homeowners 
who are happy to be home. 

"We weren't homeless, 
we were houseless; our home is 
with the Lord," said the 
s~iritual Brown farnil~ of East 

New Orleans. They lost. 
everything in the storm, moved 
several times, before the 
government issued their FEMA 

trailer. 
"I met the most· 

inspirational stranger that I'm 
happy to call family now. Ms. 
Betty Brown always looks at 
the bright side ofthings, and I 
was humbled by meeting her," 
Edouard said. 

The Brown family has 
moved into its renovated house. 

But the inside still needs work. 
They are the first family on 
their entire block that has 
moved back in .. 

For many groups, there 
was an interaction between the 
homeowners and the students. 
Many were able to meet the 
victims of the storm, even 
though very few considered 
themselves victims. Some 
groups looked at photographs 
or listened to stories from the 
homeowners. One group 
learned an important lesson 
about relationship etiquette 
from an older woman living in 
Jefferson, a suburb of New 
Orleans . She told a group of 
young female, Centenary 
students, "Shake his hand and 
say goodbye, it's been nice 
knowing you," when ending a 
relationship. 

Many of the groups 
sheet-rocked or spackled, while 
some groups worked on roofs, 
painted, or installed new 
kitchen cabinets. 

"I went down for one 
week to do what I was 
supposed to do: help people 
and do the best work I could 
do," a Korean exchange student · 
Sun Young Ahn said. 
Slowly, the rebuilding 
movement is making its way 
back to New Orleans. Suburban 
sidewalks in Jefferson and East 
New Orleans are filled with 
debris being removed from the 

inside of several houses. The 
memories of the homeowners 
are being gutted out; the 
storm's viciousness finally 
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Ruined homes and collected debris tell the story of a still-ravaged 
Louisiana. Photos: June YoonChong Jung 

being removed for good. 
It's hard to measure on a 

scale, how well New Orleans is 
returning to normality. Can 
this city ever recover, ever heal 
its wounds completely? If life 

can just begin all over again, 
sadly, New Orleans is not 
where this is happening. New 

Orleans is still in a state of 
disrepair, and has a long road to 
recovery. 

"It seemed like everyone 
we met in New Orleans 
tha~d our group for coming, 
but at the end of the trip, I 
wanted to thank them for 
having us,"said Edouard. 


