
(First article in a series) 

By Coree Reuter 

This photo was taken 
at the Pikworo Camp in 
Northern Ghana, part of the 
itinerary of a trip organized for 
qualifying Centenary students 
last June by Prof. Norman 
Cetukand Rev. David Jones, 
vice-president for Student 
Affairs and college chaplain. 
The trip was funded by the 
college International Studies 
program through its director, 
Dr. John Shayner. 

Of the 100 students who 

applied for the trip by 
submitting applications, 11 
were chosen, based on their 
scholastic achievements, their 
roles on campus (sports, 
campus life, intramural events, 
Student Government 
Association, etc.), and by how 
the selection staff felt we 
would work as a group. The 11 
students chosen had to provide 
only spending money for the 
trip; it was completely paid for 
by the college. 

Look for full issue in October. 
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Photo courtesy of student Coree Reuter, co-editor of The Quill, on left in photo 

Each student had to 
prepare an independent study 
proposal for the trip. 
Originally, mine was a photo 
essay comparing New York 
City , and Accra , which is the 
capital of Ghana, but when I 
got there, I realized that there 
was literally no comparison. I 
refocused my project on the 
people of Ghana . 

We were in Ghana from 
June 7-19 and traveled from the 
coastal capital of Accra, all the 

way north to the border of 
Burkina Fassao, staying in 
K]l1llasi (central Ghana) and 
Tamale (Northern Ghana). We 
visited two traditional villages, 
lingered in the marketplaces, 
and generally got a huge look 
into the lives of Ghanaians. 

The main focus of our 
trip was the history of the slave 
trade, and we visited the 
Pikworo Slave Camp when we 

' were in the North. Seeing he 
camp was a very emotional 

experience for us, in part, 
because the holes that the 
slaves had carved out of the 
stone to eat out of were still 
there. There were holes in the 
trees that their chains had been 
threaded through to keep them 
bound, and Punishment Rock 
was a stark reminder of the 
pain the people suffered while 
there. 

You could see the wear 
marks on the stone where the 

(Please turn to next page.) 
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slaves struggled against the 
whip. 

After having seen the 
slave camp, we traveled south 
to the Slave River, where the 
slaves were given their last 
bath before being sent to Cape 
Coast Castle and Elmina 
Castle, where they were 
shipped to the Americas. 

The river was also a 
very powerful experience.for 
us. We were able to stand in the 
river where the slaves had 
stood, and reflect on their 
heartbreak. 

We ended our journey at 
the slave castles on the coast. 
Elmina Castle was built by the 
Portuguese in 1482, and Cape 
Coast Castle was first built in 

• 

1653 by the Swedish, then later 
taken over by the Danish, and 
slaves were sent here before 
they boarded ships to the 
Americas. The dungeons in the 
castles had the most awful 
smell - of death, decay, 
and hopelessness. There are no 
other words to describe the 
feeling of being in the darkness 
beneath those castles. In both 
castles, we were able to see the 
"Door of No Return" where 
over three million slaves passed 
through, never to return to their 
homes. However, today, the 
doors are also called the "Door 
of Return" because the remains 
of two slaves were returned to 
Ghana and re interred at the 

Slave River. 

College survival guide 
By Ed Cross 

College life can be stressful. 
Students need to balance 
workloads, pay attention to 
deadlines, study, and find time 
to relax. Setting aside time can, 
itself, tum into a chore. 
Thankfully, there are easy ways 
to budget time so students 
don't bum out. 

Going to class and learning 
are the reasons people attend 
college. Yes, college is a time 
to socialize, but that happens 
naturally. 

Getting those credits, 
and eventually, a diploma, will 
make future life easier. First 
tip: It's important to take a 
comfortable number of credits. 
To be a full-time student, you 
need twelve credits. If you feel 
comfortable taking more, say, 
16 (four courses), then do so. 
Don't take too many; though. 
Too much work can put the 
mind into overdrive. Deadlines 
can become blurred, and papers 
are poorly written if the mind is 
under too much stress. Last 

year, Qamantha Iluyers, a 
transfer student, took 26 
credits. 

"In the beginning of the 

semester, I felt empowered by 
it (taking so many credits), but 
by mid-terms, the system I had 
started breaking down. I had 
allotted enough time to go to 
classes and get my work done, 
but failed to put in time for 
myself. By the end of the 
semester, it was an experience I 
never wanted again," she said. 

Too much work exhausts 
the body. Overworking can 
cause you to skip meals, too. 
An exhausted, unfed body is a 
recipe for disaster. 

Second tip:The body needs 
fuel. Eating at regular intervals 
will help ease the daily 
routines, and keep the body up 
to snuff. College time can be 
hectic, though. So keep in mind 
the times that the Centenary 
cafeteria is open for your 
schedule. The cafeteria serves 
every food imaginable for all 
dietary needs. All students 
need are their I.D. cards and 
hunger. If you don't like the 
cafeteria meals, try going 

downstaks to Tilly1s tor 
something different. Tilly's is 
also open later for night owls 
and students with night classes. 

• 
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alo 3 Players, unite! De1nand 
what hype iiDplies is there 
By Ed Cross 

There are few video games 
in history that leave a perma
nentmark. 

Classic 8-bit Mario, 
Zelda, and Tetris are excellent 
examples that are easily 
recognized by non-garners. 
Today, some games are making. 
that mark for future genera
tions. T 

he Halo franchise is 
known worldwide for its iconic 
protagonist, Master Chief, and 
its frenetic gameplay. That is 
the problem. Halo is too 
popular for its own good. 

At E3 (Electronic Entertain
ment Expo) this year, Halo 3. 
was touted as being a "billion 
dollar franchise." The ridicu
lous hype surrounding Halo 3 
is tragic. Microsoft has a Halo
themed Zune, a Halo Xbox 360 
, and a collector's edition with 
a bust of Master Chief's head. 
This game is advertisement
driven. It has to be hyped to 
Kingdom Come to make up for 
its pathetic gameplay. Yes, you 
read that correctly, I think Halo 
is a weak shooter. The 

Just bring cash. Tilly's is not on 
the school meal plan. Students 
are issued a Tilly's credit on 
their J.D. cards, though. Use it 
with discretion, because the 
credit is for the whole semester. 
Starting this year, students can 
check their Tillybucks balance 
on Blackboard, so don't forget 
to check! Blackboard is also 
essential at Centenary. 

Third tip: Blackboard is 
the home page of every 
Centenary laptop. Devoting 
time to peruse it is encouraged. 
The page contains a wealth of 
information about the school, 
campus activities, clubs, 
schedules, and other info. 
Blackboard is where students 

access their campus e-maiL 
Check it constantly, because 
everyone uses it. 

Fourth tip: Teachers, 

The game already has a million 
reserves, and is probably going 
to be the largest release of all 
time. I just wish I knew what 
everyone else saw in it. 

Halo's story is great, but 
Master Chief is invulnerable. 
He fights not one, but two, 
alien civilizations with a 
handful of marines that all 
suffer from "stormtrooper 
complex." (wiki that it's funny 
reading.) The protagmrist is a 
cliche. He can do anything and 
everything and survive without _ 
a scratch. He fights. as a human, 
but does -not suffer as one. That 
makes him unrelatable, to me 
anyway. 

Halo 3 won't be any 
different. The single player will 
chug along, and aliens will fall 
by the truckload. It will be the 
same clunky, linear mess as the 
first two games. "Finish the 
fight" for your price range,then 
play the multiplayer until your 
eyes bleed. Trust me, they will. 

Fans of Halo praise its 
online muliplayer as the best. 
Nothing comes close. Again, 

other students, and administra
tors use Centenary e-mail 
(Outlook) to feed the commu
nity info. Reading campus e
mail keeps students in the loop 
about events. Events are a great 
way to relax and socialize. 
Relaxing and socializing are 
essential to staying sane at 
college. 

Work is paramount at 
college. Passing grades and 
maintaining a positive work 
ethic are essential, No one is a 
robot, though. Humans cannot 
continue to work without rest. 
Working through college is no 
different. It's important to 
budget time for distraction. 

Fifth tip: Student 
Activities hosts a multitude of 
events each semester. Partici
pating is a fantastic way to 
forget about the doldrums of 

this is all hype. Running around 
in bright Power-Ranger outfits, 
frantically blasting away, is not 
typical shooter fare. Tactics are 
flushed down the drain in favor 
of flashy explosions and 
plasma swords. The multiplaer. 
plays like Unreal. Unreal is all 
about bouncing around and 
"spraying and praying." The 
game becomes roulette. Luck 
of the draw, and finger twitch
ing become more reliable than 
skill or brains. The hype that 
players feed into the commu
nity is blinding them to the 
obvious. Halo 3 is going to be 
bland. That won't stop me from 
getting it, though. 

.Thatmakes.me sound like 
a hypocrite. I want Halo 3 to 
exceed my dismal expectations. 
I want it to be a billion dollar 
franchi~e. I want Halo 3 
because I'm a gamer. I just 
don't want to buy the hype. I 
want a fresh, story-driven, Halo 
3. Buy Halo 3 because you 
want to, not because Microsoft 
wants you to "Finish the 
Fi ht." 

work, and meet fellow students. 
If those activities aren't your 
thing, find something that is: 
athletics, the campus radio 
station WNTI, the campus 
newspaper The Quill, campus 
theatre, etc. Some people play 
video games, others like to 
read, or watch television. Find 
something that releases the 
stress, but in moderation. Too 
much fun can lead to procrasti
nation. Remember, you are 
here to learn, but college 
doesn't need to be boot camp. 

Centenary is a great school. 
The students and staff make it 
great, but it takes dedication to 
succeed. Following these 
guidelines will help ease the 
fears and stress of attending a 
university. Find time to work, 
eat, and relax. 



THE QUILL September, 2007 

The Quill is the student 
newspaper of Centenary 
College, Hackettstown, 
NJ07840. 

The Quill will 
publish letters to the 
editor; however, such 
letters must not be 
libelous and must be 
signed and in good taste. 
We will refrain from 
printing your name if 
you so request. 

Address your 
letters to The Editor, 
The Quill, Box 1066 or 
you may email to . 
levd@centenazycollege.edu 
with your full name at 
the bottom of the email. 

Co-editors: 
Coree Reuter 
Edward Cross 

Staff:TBA 

Faculty Advisor: 
Prof. Debbie Lev 
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J. K. ow ling, thanks for the magic! 

This summer was full of 
entertainment that captivated 
the American public. Movies 
such as The Simpsons, 
Knocked-Up, Chuck and Larry, 
and The Bourne Ultimatum sent 
people flocking to the theatres. 

However, there · 
was one event in particular that 

stands out above the rest, one 
that captivated not just 
Americans, but the world, and 
ended a journey that started 
more than 17 years ago. 

J.K Row ling started 
penning the incredibly popular 
Harry Potter series in 1990. In 
her biography, she says: "I was 
traveling on a train back to 
London when the idea for 
Harry Potter simply fell into 
my head; for four hours, all the 
details bubbled up in my brain, 
and this scrawny, black-haired, 
bespectacled boy who didn't 
know he was a wizard became 
more and more real to me." 

A single mother, 
Row ling finely balanced caring 
for her daughter and writing. 
When the book fmally hit 
the stores, it was an immediate 
success. 

It has been 10 years 
between the first book was 
published on June 30, 
1997 and the last installment of 
the series, Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows on July 21, 
2007. 

Over 11 million copies 
were sold in the first 24 hours 
of availability. I think it is safe 
to say that Harry Potter is no 
longer a popular children's 
series, but a global 
phenomenon. 

But what is it about Harry 
Potter that captivates the 
imagination of so many 
people? Children, middle~aged 
mothers, single fathers, young 
adults, and even grandparents 
have become entranced by the 
tale of the Boy Who Loved. 

Perhaps it is because there 
is a little bit of Harry in all of 
us. We have all lost someone 
we love and know the pain, 
guilt, and longing just as 
deeply as Harry did. 

We have all experienced 
the first days of school, of 
stepping into a place 
completely foreign to us, 
having to make new friends, 

and facing the trials and errors wiped away the 
that molded us into adulthood. tears from my eyes, (yes, I 

We have all fought for cried, okay?) I couldn't help 
something, and know the thinking what an adventure it 
feeling of triumph, but more had been. 
importantly, defeat. And just as J.K. Row ling created a 
Harry saw the phoenix Fawkes world that was so rich and full 
reborn from the ash~s, we too, of life that it was easy to 
know that we can have a fresh imagine that it was right 
start if we believe. outside my window. And 

I remember the first time I perhaps that is why it was so 
heard of Harry Potter. I thought appealing to the entire world. 
it was childish, and I swore I For a few hours, minutes, 
would never ~e,ad it. My ?rother . days, and years, we could 
dragged me to tlle'second " ·. ebip~ fo that place where 
movie, and I was hooked. I magic flourished, dragons 
devoured the first four books in soared in the skies, battles were 
five days, and eagerly awaited fought with wands, gold was 
every new novel. But then, all kept by goblins, and games 
of the sudden, it was the end. were played with exploding 

I dreaded July 21,2007 cards, crushing chess pieces, 
because I didn't want it to be and broomsticks. 
over. I didnt want the books Although Harry's journey 
that had captivated me so is over, the beauty of it is that 
deeply since I was 13 years old we can revisit that world any 
to end. Harry was an old friend, time we want. All we have to 
and the last book meant do is pick up a book, and for 
that our journey together was that, J.K. Rowling, I thank 
finished. Wanting to prolong you, for putting a little bit of 
the inevitable, I reread the magic in all of our lives. 
entire series. 

When my eyes finally 
skimmed the fmal pages, and I 

Coree Reuter, 
co-editor 

Looking to join the Quill staff? 
We're always looking for new 

writers , cartoonists, typists, etc. 
Important dates to remember: 

Sign up for the 2-credit course 
COM1003or 

see Prof. Debbie Lev, LT111. 

Parents' Weekend: Friday, Sat, Sun, 10/5-1017 
Homecoming Dance, Friday, 10/12 
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Harry 

audience has great time 
review 

By Gloriann Figenshu 

Harry Potter and the 
Order of the Phoenix is an 
awesome movie. Directed by 
David Yates and starring Daniel 
Radcliffe, Emma Watson, and 
Rupert Grint , it also features 
Ralph Fiennes, who is fabulous 
as the creepy, scary Lord 
Voldemort, Jason Isaacs as the 
villainous sidekick Lucius 
Malfoy, and the wickedly 
perfect Helena Bonham Carter 
playing Bellatrix Lestrange. 

Here's the story: After 
returning to Hogwarts School 
to begin his fifth year, Harry 
Potter discovers that much of 
the wizarding world, including 
the Ministry of Magic, is in 
denial about the return of Lord 
Voldemort . The Order of the 
Phoenix is a group sworn to 

unite against Voldemort and 
use its vast array of wizards' 
and witches' magical abilities 
to combat him. Cornelius 

Fudge, Minister of Magic, 
suspects that Dumbledore is 
using claims of the Dark Lord's 
return to overthrow him. To 
retaliate and to keep an eye on 
Hogwarts, the ministry 
appoints a new Dark 
Arts teacher, Professor Dolores 
Jane Umbridge. She applies 
strict new teaching and rules, 
which forces a group of 
students to form a club 
under Harry's guidance called 
Dumbledore's Army. 

Since this is a Harry 
Potter movie, I expected a lot 
of action sequences, but this 
one wasn't true to form. There 
was, however, a bit of 
romance, which is extremely 
rare for a Harry Potter movie. 
The big romance is between 
Harry and Cho Chang, and 
there is also a bit of something 
going on between Ron and 

llerm.;.one ~hal I never nohced 
in the other movies. My 
favorite character by far is 
Tonks, played by Natalia Tena, 

the coolest chick, who changes 
her hair color for every scene 
she is in. 

This installment also 
made me take more notice of 
the Wesley Twins.They were 
hilarious! 

Emotions run high in 
this movie, though not as much 
as in previous Harry Potter 
movies. This is especially true 
for Harry, who has a strong 
connection with Voldemort in 
this installment. As a result, 
Harry feels whatever 
Voldemort feels, so he is angry 
most of the time. At one 
point he says to his godfather, 
Sirius Black , "I feel angry all 
the time. Does that make me 
evil?" Harry learns that it's 
really important to have friends 
who back him up. 

The directing was 
wonderful. It sometimes 
seemed so much lik:e a horror 
movie that I wondered if the 
director had done any horror 
movies. (He hasn't.) His 
vision for this movie was to 
show how fear can make 
people do terrible things to 
their own community and to 
society, and he does that 
through the politics of the 
Ministry of Magic. He also 
shows all the pressures of being 
a teenager, including the 
physical changes. 

It was very clever of the 
director to have Voldemort in a 
suit at a train station in one of 
Harry's nightmares. In the 
dream Harry walks toward the 
entrance of the train and sees 
Voldemort waiting for him 
there in a black suit. Although 
this isn't in the book, it does 
make Voldemort a creepier 
character and shows that he 
could be anyone and could kill 
Harry at any moment. 

The editing was very 
good, as was obvious in the 
scene in which Dumbledore's 
Army has its first meeting. The 

camera had to keep switching 
from Ron, Hermione, and 

Harry to the rest of the DA 
students across from them. It 
could have been very choppy, 
but the transitions were 
very smooth. The soundtrack 
was all instrumental, and 

October 2007 
School for Wives 
Oct. 5 - 21, 2007 

powerfully expressed the 
characters' feelings and what 
the scenes represented. 

The Harry Potter movies 
get better and better. I loved 
this film, andi give it six out of 

six stars. 
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Classified Ad 

·Large one-bedroom 
apartment located at 

200 Harvey St. 
Wa.lk to town, train, bus 

and college. 
Nice-sized rooms with 

hardwood floors, recessed 
lighting, dishwasher and 
off-street parking. Heat 
and hot water included, 

Centenary Stage Company laundry on premises, pets 
Professional are OK. Contact Erika: 
By MoliEre The CSC Classic Comedy Series continues 908-7 52-5717 · 
with this riotously funny gem from the 17th century by Moliere. Out of his own 

experience and personal suffering, Moli.Ere crafted the play, School for Wives , a 
witty perfectly constructed gem of confusion that manages to chronicle the 
biggest hopes and lowest agonies of love. 
Playwright: MoliEre 

November- December 2007 
New Jersey ..... a!.._,._._ 

Sat., Nov. 3 8 p.m. 

Sun., Nov. 4 5 p.m. 
The premiere dance company of New Jersey returns to the Centenary Stage for 
two very special performances. 

My Three Angels 
Nov. 23-Dec. 9, 2007 
Centenary Stage 
Professional Equity Presentation 
It's Christmas Eve and it's only 105 degrees in the shade. Welcome to French New 
Guiana where paroled convicts from the local penal colony move about with relative 
freedom. My three angels takes a warm witty romantic look at our long-standing 
moral convictions of what is right and what is wrong. My Three Angels is an 
fashioned and wonderfully crafted fable to take home for the Holidays. 
Playwright: Samuel & Bella Spewack 

Wednesday, 9/5: Comedy Night, 10 p.m., Formal Dining Room (sponsored by 
Student Activities) 

Friday, 917: Campus BINGO, 8 p.m., Formal Dining Room (sponsored by 
Student Activities) 

Sunday, 9/9: Wiffle Ball, 3 p.m.,Anderson Field (sponsored by 
In tram urals) 
Wednesday, 9/12: Guitar Hero Tournament, 9 p.m.-1 .am., Formal Dining Room 
(sponsored by Intramurals) 

Thursday, 9/13: Poster & Art Sale, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.- In the Quad (sponsored by 
Student Activities) 

Monday, 9/17: Movie Night: Knocked Up, 10 p.m., Formal Dining Room 
(sponsored by Student Activities) 
Saturday, 9/22: Paint Ball Trip, departure time TBD, (sponsored by 
· In tram urals) 
Wednesday, 9/26: Dr. B 's Hypnosis Show, 10 p.m., Formal Dining Room 

~----------------------------------------------------------------------~ 


