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Taking wing during Peter Pan rehearsal.  Photo: John Panico

By John Panico

        The latest play being 
performed at Centenary 
College, Peter Pan, will be 
pushing the envelope for 
performances from the Cen-
tenary Stage Company with 
the implementation of flight. 
Centenary Stage company 
has used flight once before 
in its rendition of Wizard of 
Oz but it will be using flight 
once again on a larger, more 
spectacular scale. The flight 
will be done using wires and 
a system that has been rented 
out from a company called 
ZFX. ZFX has experience 
in making flight based stage 
equipment. The flight system 
can support up to four flyers 
at once and features a wide 
range of movements for 
each flyer. Actors will be 
strapped into a harness and 
then raised into the air with 
a pulley system and can be 
moved higher, lower, left, 
or right. The flight is oper-
ated by several people. Two 
crew members are needed to 
work Peter Pan’s flight. Other 
flyers will need one crew 
member to operate the flying 
mechanism. The part of Peter 
Pan will be played by Lea 
Antolini. When asked about 
her feelings on the flying she 
replied, “It’s fun, and inter-
esting. I thought I would get 
motion sickness but I don’t 
at all.” Professor Antolini has 
had experience with flight be-
fore and that experience will 

certainly improve the quality 
of the flying spectacle. The 
Centenary Stage Company’s 
ambition doesn’t just stop at 
flight either; they intend on 
using stage combat choreog-
raphy, dancing, and weapons 
in the flight scenes.

Lea Antolini is Peter and Osborn 
Focht is Captain Hook in the Cente-
nary Stage Company production of 
PETER PAN, running Nov. 28 – Dec. 
14 in the David and Carol Lackland 
Center. Photos: Bob Eberle

(More information and photos on 
page 8.) 

Peter Pan, a 
Centenary Stage 
Company holiday 
season highlight
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By Jessica Lordi
 Before winter of-
ficially arrives, get out in na-
ture for a day. We’ve all been 
shut up indoors, preparing 
for finals, looking forward 
to the break. Why not get a 
final dose of actual sunlight 
before the next brutal winter 
arrives and scares us all in-
doors until April? The Raptor 

By Jessica Lordi
 It’s good to be a 
geek these days. Comics are 
cool. Hipsters are wearing big 
glasses without lenses. (Well, 
that’s actually annoying to 
those of us who need glasses 
to see.) Best of all, our favor-
ite characters are appearing 
in billion-dollar blockbusters, 
with no end in sight. Some 
of them have even migrated 
to the small screen. Instead 
of waiting for a twice-yearly 
movie event, we can tune in 
once a week. 
 Gotham: What is 
Batman, without Batman? It’s 
Gotham. The wretched hive 
of scum and misery existed 
long before the Bat, and this 
show is about the city.  
 Jim Gordon—future 
police commissioner and one 
of Batman’s closest allies—is 
still a wet-behind-the-ears 
detective, trying to stay good 
even though he’s surrounded 
by corruption, and future 
villains. His partner’s basi-
cally resigned to having to 
deal with the devil—who 
in this case is crime boss 
Fish Mooney, played with 
scene-chewing gusto by Jada 
Pinkett Smith—but Gordon’s 
not willing to be like all the 
other detectives. 

 The Flash: Taking a 
break from the usual grim-
dark DC heroes, The Flash 
is a ray of sunshine in an 
otherwise perpetually cloudy 
universe. Forensic scientist 
Barry Allen is obsessed with 
finding the man who mur-
dered his mother and getting 
his father out of jail—until 
he’s bathed in chemicals and 
struck by lightning from an 
exploding particle accelera-
tor, making him the fastest 
man alive. 
 Barry’s got a crack 
team of scientists backing 
him; it’s because of them that 

Viewpoint!

he got his powers, since they 
built the particle accelerator. 
 This show has the 
usual tropes of a superhero 
show: hiding your identity, 
telling fantastic lies to hide 
your secret,  allies who 
may not be what they seem. 
There’s a lot of potential 
here, though, and I’m along 
for the ride.

 Constantine: Speak-
ing as a longtime fan of the 
comic book, and having 
successfully avoided seeing 
the movie with Keanu Reeves 
because I know it would 
just make me angry, let me 

say: this show is everything 
I wanted from a show about 
John Constantine. I already 
love it. 
 John’s a real piece 
of work: he’s a magician, 
demon hunter, unrepentant 
smoker, and generally a bas-
tard. But he’s on the side of 
the angels, whether he likes it 
or not. 
 We first meet John 
cooling his heels in a mental 
hospital, running from a 
deeply traumatic mistake 
he made, where’s he trying 
to convince himself that a 
normal life is possible—but 
it soon becomes clear that it’s 

not, so he puts on his trench 
coat and goes back out into 
the night. I want six seasons 
and a movie. It’s awesome. 

 Agents of 
S.H.I.E.L.D.: It got better! So 
much better, after the release 
of Captain America: The 
Winter Soldier, and the reveal 
that S.H.I.E.L.D. has been 
infiltrated by HYDRA for 
decades. HYDRA has tendrils 
everywhere, and our agents 
are on the run, living in dark 
corners as they plot their next 
move. 
 The show took a 
turn from Monster of the 

Week to a spy show, with 
intrigue and secrets to spare. 

 And that’s not all! 
In January we’re getting an 
eight-part miniseries about 
Agent Peggy Carter, first di-
rector of S.H.I.E.L.D. and not 
just Captain America’s girl-
friend; and iZombie, about a 
young undead woman who 
eats brains and solves crimes.  
 And next year, there 
will be four new Marvel 
shows on Netflix. It’s a good 
time to be a geek. Everything 
we like is right here, in front 
of us.

It’s good to be a geek!

Trust is about an hour away 
from campus, on the edge of 
the Great Swamp Wildlife 
Preserve (where anyone who 
grew up around here was 
taken on at least one field 
trip). 
 There are bald 
eagles with busted wings 
who sit on perches, glaring at 

songbirds flitting in and out 
of the enclosure. There’s a 
pair of ravens so noisy they 
can be heard from the park-
ing lot. There’s a screech owl, 
if you can find him, tucked in 
the back of his enclosure, his 
one eye fixed on passersby. 
There’s a peregrine falcon 
who spread her wings and 

did a dance for us. There 
are barred owls, barn owls, 
red-tailed hawks, and a par-
tially albino robin, a beautiful 
pearly grey and pink, instead 
of brown and red. It’s a nice 
way to spend an hour away 
from work and school. Just 
make sure you dress warmly; 
it’s all outdoors.

Below from left, long-eared owl and a raven at the Great Swamp Wildlife preserve’s Raptor Trust.   Photos: Jessica Lordi

Get thee to the Rapter Trust!
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  As the iconic pessimistic cartoon character Charlie Brown once said, “I almost wish there weren’t a holiday sea-
son. I know nobody likes me. Why do we have a holiday season to emphasize it?” 
 Of course, Brown was referencing the fact that his mailbox was, once again, free of Christmas cards from his 
friends. However, his questioning of the point of a holiday season remains relevant in today’s society. If the true meaning of 
the holidays is to celebrate love for family and friends and appreciation for life, why does the month of December no longer 
feel that way?  
 As soon as October passes, the ghost decorations, Halloween costumes, and pumpkin carving kits are immediately 
taken over by wreaths, ornaments, and obnoxiously large lawn decorations. In the blink of an eye, a former ocean of orange 
and black has been replaced by green and red. Holiday tunes about snowfall and Christmas wishes consume radio airtime. 
Missing-in-action, is any representation of Thanksgiving. Turkeys, family meals, and annual parades seem to be left out of 
the fuss as everyone rallies for the countdown to the Christmas season.  
 To add further insult to injury, stores have added to their distancing from Thanksgiving. In addition to bypassing 
the holiday through introducing holiday set-ups way too early, some business have adopted the idea to open their stores on 
Thanksgiving in an effort to edge out competitors. 
 Formerly, Black Friday was the premier day to begin holiday shopping. Chain stores open their doors at the crack 
of dawn to sell their discounted products to a destructive mob of deal-hunting Christmas shoppers. However, this year’s 
Black Friday will cross over into Thursday, with stores like Walmart, Best Buy, Sears, Macy’s, Target, and Kohl’s opening 
in the afternoon. Some stores have even opted to stay open throughout the entire holiday in an effort to bring in more shop-
pers to buy their products.
  As shoppers begin shoving and fighting others, terrorizing salespeople, and dropping money on so-called deals, 
the question about the true meaning of the holidays comes into play. For some, Thanksgiving will completely be forgotten 
as they camp out on Thursday morning, waiting for Best Buy to open so they can get their hands on the newest piece of 
technology for a family member for Christmas. There is no carving of a turkey for dinner, no smells of stuffing and mashed 
potatoes filling the air, and, most importantly, no quality time spent with the family. These individuals are placing a higher 
emphasis on a gift than actually enjoying a nice meal and conversation. 
 Shoppers in the open stores on Thanksgiving make their own choices. They have made the conscious notion to put 
materialistic desires over their loved ones. However, there are victims in this situation, individuals who did not get to make 
the choice themselves about the store or family. Store employees are being forced to give up time with their family in order 
to serve the greed-filled Thanksgiving Day shoppers. While there is a variety of other occupations that require working on 
holidays, such as hospital staff, their work assists in helping humanity in a positive manner, not aiding selfish shoppers.  
 Christmas shopping serves as the main downfall of the holiday season. Rather than focusing on helping others, 
being a better person, and making the world a better place, people are setting their sights on finding the perfect gift to please 
someone else. 
 There is a reason that essentially all holiday songs are about peace, joy, friendships, and relationships…because 
that’s the point of the season. If one thinks back to the best holiday they ever had, does the image of unwrapped presents 
come to mind or laughing around the dinner table with family? Perhaps that’s a signal of what is really important. 
 Arguments could be made about the importance of holiday shopping on the economy and prosperity of stores. 
However, a higher emphasis should be placed on the feeling of the holidays, taking into consideration more than what is 
just tangible. All religious notions aside, December’s focus is supposed be about being a better person and appreciating 
what life has to offer. What does buying products have to do with improving the world through actions? Instead of worrying 
about the hunt for the right gift this year, try being kind to others to better the world. As for friends and family, quality time 
on holidays is priceless and much more memorable than skipping out to stand on line in a store. 
 For cartoon Charlie Brown, it was not the lack of cards that bothered him, but rather the fact that he felt unappreci-
ated and unloved by the people closest to him. 
 Instead of letting family and friends reproduce these same feelings, make sure to enjoy time with them this holiday 
season. Gifts break, presents fade, but treasured memories can last forever. 
          Kathryn Nieves, editor

Home for the Holidays: 
The Destruction of the True Meaning of the Holidays

Op-ed page
Editorial
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Above: Timothy Tomaino, the Coordinator of International Student Services and Media 
Below: Holding the sign is Suyeon Yang, an international student from Korea majoring 
in Global Studies.                                                       Photos and captions: Margaret Hill.

Campus

Office 
relocations 
on 
campus

 The International Depart-
ment has moved to its new office 
space in the Seay Building, near 
the staircase that leads to IT.
 Through the International 
program, students from about 14 
countries have come to Centenary, 
including students from Canada, 
China, England, Italy, Japan, 
Northern Ireland, and South Korea.
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Nurse Practitioner/Director of Health Services Theresa Lord-Stout in an exam room inside 
the new Health Services facility.                         Photos and caption: Jaclyn McCormack

Campus

 Centenary’s new and improved health center 
is located at 605 Grand Avenue. On the first floor 
of the building there is a spacious waiting room 
with a very helpful administrative assistant, Patricia 
DiMarco and the director of Health Services, nurse 
practitioner Theresa Lord-Stout’s office, an exam 
room, a bathroom, and a second room with a bed 
that may be an additional exam room in the future.  
  Upstairs there is a counseling center 
with three professional counselors Lorna Farmer, 
Mikolava Nynka, Angela Oberheman and an intern. 
 Students have said that the staff  is extreme-
ly friendly and it’s a very pleasant environment to 
be in

...and just across the street

By Margaret Hill
 Sometimes find-
ing something to eat at the 
cafeteria can be difficult, 
especially when you have a 
dietary allergy, such as a glu-
ten allergy, but Centenary’s 
cafeteria staff is doing its 
best to make sure that there 
is always something for these 
students to eat.
            During lunch, the 
cafeteria chefs make both 
a vegetarian option and an 
option that is made without 
gluten. The two are combined 
at dinner.  However, if some-
one medically cannot eat 

gluten, all they have to do is 
identify themselves to one of 
the managers and special ac-
commodations will be made 
for them.
 “All of our cooks 
are specially trained and can 
accommodate for allergens” 
said Linda Gonia, director 
of Chartwells. For example, 
if the chicken that is being 
served for dinner is served in 
a gravy that has gluten in it, 
it’s possible for the chefs to 
make an individual portion 
that doesn’t have the gravy. 
 “The main key is 
that the individuals identify 

themselves,” Gonia stresses. 
Once they do, they will be 
shown where the items made 
without gluten are kept so 
that the students can always 
access them.
 Another important 
thing is that if students notice 
that the gluten-free items 
are running low, they should 
notify a manager. There is 
a company that a few of the 
foods can be ordered from, 
but the majority of it has to 
be personally picked up from 
ShopRite.
 While the school 
uses a few recipes that are 

specifically made for gluten-
free dishes, the rest of the 
dishes are adopted to be made 
without gluten from regular 
recipes.
 One student said 
recently, “Centenary is much 
better at accommodating al-
lergies compared to my other 
school. The kitchen staff 

Food allergies?  Dining hall staff tries hard to accommodate
has taken the time to learn 
about these allergies to better 
accommodate their students. 
My other school didn’t know 
much about allergies and 
couldn’t help me out.  I just 
wish I had noticed the sign 
saying talk to the managers 
sooner.”

Happy holidays!
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grocery items. 
 The pantry is located 
in the barn that is adjacent to 
the parking lot, and is open 
on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Thursdays from 9 a.m. until 
noon. 
 Recipients are al-
lowed to select what they 
want using a shopping guide 
based on the number of people 
in their household. All people 
living at one address are con-
sidered one family.   
By having people  choose 
their own items there is less 
wasted food, and people get to 
enjoy the things they choose. 
The Pantry’s intention is to 
provide families with basic 
nutritious food; however, des-
sert items, snacks, coffee, etc. 
are available when donations 
are received.
 Trinity Church has 
put together a very successful 
and generous program for this 
community. Anyone involved 
with the Centenary commu-
nity is always invited to make 
donations to the church to 
help them continue to provide 
a wonderful service for this 
town.

By Jaclyn McCormack
 The holidays are 
a special time of yea, and 
everyone deserves to spend 
the most wonderful time of 
the year surrounded by the 
people they love. But not ev-
eryone can afford to celebrate 
with a big Christmas dinner.  
 Fortunately for 
those who are less fortunate, 
the Trinity United Method-
ist Church on Main Street in 
Hackettstown has organized 
a food distribution ministry 
called The Lord’s Pantry. The 
Lord’s Pantry provides free 
grocery items to families who 
are low on the basic staples.
 Nutritious dona-
tions are always invited and 
encouraged by any residents, 
organizations or companies in 
the community. Members of 
the church take turns volun-
teering to pick up food, stock 
food shelves, and help answer 
any questions the guests may 
have. 
 The Lord’s Pantry is 
not a food kitchen, and it is 
closed on all holidays. How-
ever, people are welcome to 
come once a month to pick 
up food to add to their regular 

By Margaret Hill
 “Once you get a 
room full of writers, the pos-
sibilities are margin-less,” 
says Tyler Thurgood, the 
founder of RW, one of the 
newest clubs on campus.  
   Reading Writing 
is a student-run, creative 
writing group that meets in 
the library archives every 
Wednesday from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m.
 Thurgood came up 
with the idea for RW when 
he transferred from Warren 
County Community College 
and realized there wasn’t a 
strong creative writing com-
munity here at Centenary. He 
also realized that if he wanted 
there to be one, he’d have to 
help make it.
 He wanted to create 
a place where writers could 
gather and talk about their 
ideas or their own creations 
without the worry of being 
judged.
 You may have seen 
some little magazines floating 
around campus, either black 
or white with a bold RW on 
the front. While they don’t 
seem like much, these book-
lets are the proud product of 
RW and its members.
 Once or twice a 
month, the members are 
given prompts, created 
by Thurgood, and it is the 
responses to that prompt that 
go into that edition of the 
magazine. 
 The first prompt was 
“The Power of the Sentence” 
for which members had to 
write five unrelated everyday 
sentences that held a special 
meaning to them. That was 
followed by the second edi-
tion which was released near 
Halloween, following the 
prompt “The Ghosts of Read-
ing Writing” where members 
wrote eulogies for someone, 
from the point of view of the 
person that had died.

 Then, for the third 
prompt, members picked a 
sentence from the first edition 
of RW and wrote a poem or a 
prose piece loosely based on 
that sentence. For this edition 
however, members experi-
mented with free form and 
allowed their words to form 
images or follow patterns 
relevant to their work.
 These booklets 
are what kickstarted RW. 
Thurgood recognized as he 
was approaching students 
about the initial idea for the 
club, that in order for them 
to get the full idea of what he 
wanted to create, he had to 
have a physical prototype of 
what he was talking about.
 But how?
 He went to his aunt, 
who works for the publishing 
company Mount Freedom 
Press and the two of them de-
veloped the idea from there. 
She helped Thurgood design 
the logo and fill the pages of 
the first prototype, which he 
then handed out to people 
interested in joining.
 Just before the first 
edition was printed, Thur-
good went to the campus 
print shop and found that 
since RW was a student-run 
club, the RW booklets could 
be printed from there, since 
it was fully-equipped to print 
them as they had already 
been designed, for a nearly a 

third of the price.
 Dr. Sharon Decker 
provided the financial support 
needed to get the booklets 
printed.
 What makes RW 
unique is that instead of sign-
ing their names at the end of 
their work, the members of 
RW all have a unique symbol 
that they use as their signa-
ture. This way, if they don’t 
want anyone to know their 
work, they don’t have to tell 
anyone what their symbol is, 
but, if they do want people 
to know which is theirs, they 
can simply tell them.
 “Confidence, a sense 
of community, opportunity, 
and finally, friendship” are 
what Thurgood wants mem-
bers to gain from RW.
“It’s great!” says the symbol 
*, “I knew it was going to 
be awesome from the first 
meeting we had. Normally 
when you meet new people 
here, the first question you’re 
asked is what your major is, 
but we were talking about 
what Hogwarts house we 
would be placed in before 
majors even came up.”
 “RW is a great place 
to truly express yourself 
without judgment while mak-
ing great friends and collabo-
rating with others about your 
work,” Ssays another symbol, 
<3.

Campus
Creative writers join RW

Local church-run 
Lord’s Pantry helps 
ensure happy holiday 
season



 
By Kathryn Nieves
 Many students who 
venture in and out of the 
Taylor Memorial Library take 
note of the always changing 
chalk drawings in the lobby. 
This new and student-appre-
ciated addition is the creation 
of library employee Wendi 
Blewett. 
 The drawings began 
when the library staff began 
collaborating to create a new 
way to welcome students 
back to Centenary this year.  
 Library director 
Timothy Domick suggested 
a chalk sign. As a result, a 
bookcase back was painted 
black and placed facing the 
lobby of the library. 
 “I start with a blank 
template and come up with a 
quote,” said Blewett. “Then 
I search for interesting look-
ing fonts. I try not to make 
the design too busy but also 
interesting to look at.” 
 Blewett, who has a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree, 
began working at her col-
lege’s library as an under-
graduate student, an experi-
ence that led her to Centenary 
College after graduation. She 
has been a part of the library 
staff for four years.  
 As the chalk draw-
ings grew in popularity, even 
leading to an Instagram page, 
the materials progressed 
from large sidewalk chalk 
to a smaller, classroom size. 
Blewett uses a sharpener to 
get a fine point, which assists 
in her design. 
 The chalk drawings 
are not the only piece of art 
that Blewett has created in 
the library. She credits her 
ability to carry out these 
ideas and designs to Domick. 
  “He is always com-
ing up with different ideas 
that will connect us to other 
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departments,” Blewett said. 
 This desire for a 
connection led to Blewett 
improving the newsstands for 
the campus newspaper as one 
of her projects. 
  “We have a news-
paper stand in the front of the 
library and we found that The 
Quill would get put on a table 
and really had no home,” she 
said. 
 Domick decided to 
use the stand as the perma-
nent location of the school 
paper in the library, leading 
Blewett to create the logo to 
place on the stand.
 After taking the 
original logo and redrawing it 
to a larger size on the design 
software, Adobe Illustrator, 
she printed it onto vinyl pa-
per. She used an x-acto knife 
to cut out the logo by hand 
and attached the finished 
product to the newsstand. 
  Her contribution 
was well-received, resulting , 
after a conversation with the 
faculty advisor for The Quill, 
Prof. Debbie Lev, in her 
creation of identical logos for 
each of the three newsstands 
for the paper across campus. 
 “It’s fun for me 
when I get to work with 
other departments,” Blewett 
said. “It’s nice to get to work 
together and learn about each 
other. I wish we could do 
more of that.” 
 As both a library 
assistant and an archival 
assistant, Blewett has the 
chance to work in all aspects 
of the library. She creates the 
display cases in the lobby, 
changing the collections 
twice a month. She also 
collaborates with the rest of 
the archival staff to update 
the display cases in both the 
library and Lackland Center, 

which contain different items 
from the archives. 
 Most recently, 
she has contributed to the 
library’s 60th anniversary 
by creating the design on the 
napkins from the celebration. 
 Blewett also pushes 
beyond standard design-
ing and is in charge of the 
library’s social media and the 

The woman behind the library’s new artwork
     and student newspaper newsstands design

archives blog, which discuss-
es various stories and events 
from the college’s past. 
 Whether students 
are looking at the signs 
around the library or read-
ing a library advertisement, 
Blewett’s contributions to the 
library are apparent. 
  “I hope everyone 
sees the changes that we are 

making,” Blewett said. “It is 
their library, and we want to 
see them use every bit of it.” 
  The Taylor Memo-
rial Library archives blog 
can be found at: tmlarchives.
wordpress.com 
 The chalk designs 
Instagram page can be found 
at: CycloneChalks

Wendi Blewett’s Quill logo adorns the paper’s newsstand    Photo: Prof. D. Lev

Campus
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 Join Peter Pan, 
Wendy, Michael, and John 
in the high-flying timeless 
Broadway musical that will 
whisk you away to a place 
where dreams are born and 
no one ever grows up!  On 
November 28, running 
through December 14m 
Centenary Stage Company 
will venture into Neverland 
for its holiday production of 
Peter Pan.  
 Based on J.M. Bar-
rie’s classic tale and featur-
ing an unforgettable score 
by Morris “Moose” Charlap 
and Jule Styne with lyrics 
by Carolyn Leigh, Betty 
Comden and Adolph Green,.  
Peter Pan is one of the most 
beloved family favorites of 
all time.
 Directed by 
Broadway veteran, Michael 
Blevins, the play features a 
company of nearly 72 actors, 
musicians and crew hailing 
from the tri-state area. The 
holiday musical is a celebra-
tion of all the programs of 
the Centenary Stage Com-
pany, including talents from 
professional Equity actors, 
as well as  members of the 
acclaimed Young Performers 
Workshop, Centenary Col-
lege Theatre students, and 
local regional performers.
 Leading the talent-
ed cast are Osborn Focht of 
Hoboken, NJ as Capt. Hook 
and CSC’s very own multi-
talented Lea Antolini- Lid of 
Sparta, NJ as Peter Pan.  
 Focht is best known 
for his appearance in Paul 
Simon’s The Capeman on 
Broadway, and as Benny 
Andersson in Kristina at 
Carnegie Hall.  
 Rounding out the 
diverse and talented cast are 
members of the acclaimed 
Young Performers Work-
shop, Centenary College 
Theatre students and local 

regional performers from 
across New Jersey and 
regionally.  The cast consists 
of Victoria Pulido, Teddy 
Walsh, Zack Clark, Andy 
Calderone, Lauren Santerelli, 
Jennine Hamblin, Raegan 
Davis, Jenna Black, Quinn 
O’Hara and Brandon Weiner 
of Hackettstown, NJ.  Hailing 
from Long Valley, NJ are 
Andrew Nussbaum, Suzanna 
Nussbaum and Elaine Be-
lenguer.  Completing the cast 
are Tom Farber and Sarah 
Farber (Highbridge, NJ), 
Nikki Miller (Hampton, NJ), 
Mitchell Michalsyzn (Ridge-
wood, NJ), Megan McGill 
(Pompton Lakes, NJ), Lisa 
Kosak (New Providence, NJ), 
Chris Kolwicz (Mahwah, 
NJ), Chris Nunez (Landing, 
NJ), Cynthia Livingstone 
(Andover, NJ), Tyler Dono-
van (Blairstown, NJ), Andrew 
Wire (Branchville, NJ), Izac 
Donovan Cruz (Budd Lake, 
NJ), Cary Lawson (Cape 
May, NJ), Ameer Copper 
(Newark, NJ), Dominick 
Garatino (Byram, NJ), Cody 
Riker (Wantage, NJ), Ernest 
Scarborough (Trenton, NJ), 
Tyler Milazzo (Sussex, NJ), 
Sydney Lewis (Port Murray, 
NJ), James Nester (Bethle-
hem, PA), Christiane Darens-
bourg (Stratford, CT) and 
Paige Murray (Putnam, CT).
            Tickets prices for Pe-
ter Pan are $27.50 for adults 
on matinees and Fridays 
with discounts for seniors, 
students and children.  Sat-
urday performance prices 
are $29.50 with discounts 
for seniors, students and 
children under 12. Thursday 
evening tickets are $27.50 for 
all seats with a two-for-one 
Family Night discount when 
purchased at the door.  CSC’s 
production of Peter Pan is 
brought to you in part by the 
generous contributions of The 

Holiday Inn of Budd Lake 
and the Fulton Bank of New 
Jersey.
 CSC is also offer-
ing a special “Scout Troop 
Night” on Friday, December 
5 and Friday December 12 at 
8 p.m.  Scout Troop Night is 
a group sales discount of $15 
per ticket only applicable to 
the troop members, its leader 
and co-leaders.  Regular 
ticket price applies to parents 
or siblings.  To be eligible 
for “Scout Troop Night,” 
scouts must attend with troop 
and appropriate scout attire 
must be worn, i.e.,  uniform 
shirt or vests (or sashes) with 
patches.  Reservations are re-
quired and the offer may not 
be combined with any other 
discount or promotions.
For a comprehensive perfor-
mance schedule and to pur-
chase tickets visit us online at 
centenarystageco.org.  Tick-
ets may also be purchased 
at the CSC Box Office in 
The Lackland Center at 715 
Grand Ave in Hackettstown. 

Lea Antolini is Peter and Osborn Focht is Captain Hook in the 
Centenary Stage Company production of PETER PAN. Photo: 
Bob Eberly

Lea Antolini, as Peter, flies during rehearsal.                                        Photo: John Panico

Peter Pan flies again!
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Stephen Rea and Sam Shepard respoinding to moderator Dr. Breandán Mac Suibhne,  
Photo: Chris Young

By Lydia Seed
 In mid-December, 
the college welcomed estab-
lished film and stage actor 
Stephen Rea and esteemed 
dramatist and actor Sam 
Shepard to talk about their 
collaboration, four decades 
of friendship and the U.S. 
premiere of Shepard’s play, 
A Particle of Dread (Oedipus 
Variations).  
 Shepard wrote the 
dark, modern-day take on 
Oedipus Rex specifically 
for Londonderry’s City of 
Culture in 2013 with Stephen 
Rea in mind as the lead.  The 
play started in previews on 
Broadway in early November 
and is on stage until the first 
week in January 2015 at the 
Signature Theatre Company 
in Manhattan.  
 The host in the 
public interview of the two 
was Centenary College’s 
Irish professor of history, Dr. 
Breandán Mac Suibhne.  Dr. 
Suibhne opened with com-
ments about how this was his 
first time doing something 
like this in the Sitnik Theater 
and was nervous to say the 
least, just look at the com-
pany he had on stage!   
 As a major in Film 
Studies at Centenary Col-
lege, V for Vendetta has been 
a go-to film for two of my 
classes, Literature to Film 
and Film and Philosophy.  
Stephen Rea’s performance 

as Inspector Finch in V for 
Vendetta is unwavering as he 
investigates the backgrounds 
of the vigilantes in dystopian 
London.  As for Sam Shepa-
rd, the most recent film of his 
that I have seen is the drama 
Mud (2012), directed by Jeff 
Nichols, in which Shepard 
played a man with a mysteri-
ous past.  
 I felt tremendously 
excited listening to these 
two on stage as they spoke 
about their lives and careers.  
Stephen Rea’s filmography 
includes two Neil Jordon 
films, The Crying Game 
(1992) and Interview with 
the Vampire (1994).  For The 
Crying Game, Rea received 
an Academy Award nomina-
tion for Best Supporting Ac-
tor.  On the stage, he received 
a Tony Award nomination for 
best actor in 1993 for the play 
Someone Who’ll Watch over 
Me, and has over a hundred 
acting credits and has been 
in approximately 60 theatre 
performances. 
 Shepard and Rea 
originally collaborated in 
1974 at the Royal Court The-
atre in London to work on 
Shepard’s play, Geography 
of a Horse Dreamer.  Since 
1974, Shepard and Rea have 
worked on six plays together, 
including A Particle of Dread 
and Geography of a Horse 
Dreamer.  

 Dr.  Mac Suibhne 
repeated a quote by Neil 
Jordon, who wrote and 
directed The Crying Game, 
in which the man referred to 
Stephen Rea as being a great 
actor who always plays the 
author’s alter ego.  Dr. Mac 
Suibhne asked Stephen Rea if 
he agreed with Neil Jordon’s 
statement, and Rea’s response 
was a laid- back “I under-
stand what he’s talking about. 
I don’t get obsessed with me 
own motivation, I just try to 
do the play.”  
 Dr. Mac Suibhne 
initially focused much of his 
time on Stephen Rea, who 
shared his Irish background, 
and asked him many ques-
tions about Rea’s theater 
company, Field Day Theatre 
Company in Derry, Ireland.  
 Sam Shepard sat in 
the chair to the left of Rea, 
intently listening.   As the 
interview shifted to Sam 
Shepard’s accomplishments I 
learned that he began writing 
plays by the age of 19 and 
got into screen acting by 
accident.  Shepard has over 
60 acting credits for film and 
television, and wrote a total 
of 45 plays, seeming to knock 
out a new piece every year.  
Shepard revealed that he felt 
scared to death of the camera, 
causing Stephen Rea to assert 
to the audience that some-
times, “You have to let the 

camera look at you. If you 
let it, it will find something 
interesting about you.”  It 
was exciting to hear the men 
talk about their own personal 
comfort when it comes to 
film and stage acting.  
 During the ques-
tion and answer section at 
the end of the interview, 
Prof. Carl Wallnau and Prof. 
Stephen Davis  passed around 
microphones to students and 
audience members.  One of 
the first questions was to 
Sam Shepard asking him 
what exactly he took from 
the Greeks when it comes to 
writing his plays.  Shepard 
said he really cared about the 
thematic qualities of Greek 
dramas, such as fate, mur-
der, and destiny.  Asked if 
there was any material that 
particularly frightened him,  
Shepard’s response was race, 
clarifying that because there 
are so many taboos when it 
comes to race it is a subject 
that scares him.  
 A Theater major 
asked Shepard and Rea what 
either of them would tell their 
19-year-old self about getting 
into the industry.  Only Rea 
responded to this question, 
saying that one must truly be 
interesting in the craft of act-
ing and really want it to put 
up with the life that comes 
with it.  When the student 
asked the follow-up ques-

tion if that is what kept Rea 
acting for all these years, his 
response was along the lines 
of, “Oh no, I had fame and 
fortune too,” which caused 
a giant laugh.  One of the 
more interesting questions 
was back to Sam Shepard, 
as a student asked why he 
started writing his own plays.  
Shepard’s answer was that he 
hated the audition process, so 
he started writing instead and 
had people come in to read 
his work.  A student asked 
what expectations Shepard 
has when it comes to some-
one reading his plays in an 
audition, and Shepard’s reply 
was that he tries to get away 
from expectations. 
        Sam Shepard’s play A 
Particle of Dread (Oedipus 
Variations) staring Stephen 
Rea is playing until January 
4, 2015; it has a running time 
of 90 minutes with no inter-
mission and ticket prices are 
$25 through December 21, 
and starts at $55 on Decem-
ber 23.

Playwright 
Sam Shepard 
and actor 
Stephen Rea 
at Centenary 

Enjoy 
the holidays!
Your Quill

staff.
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Centenary Stage Company and the Centenary College 
Theatre Department performance of Moliere’s Imaginary 
Invalid : Moliere and then some
By Becky Clinebell
For Dr. Arlene Young’s
English 1001 class

 While some people 
rush to the movie theater 
when the newest film is out, 
others would rather spend 
their time with live theater. 
 Live acting is spe-
cial because every production 
is different, and directors 
have the freedom to utilize 
their imagination and edit 
certain aspects. 
 An example of using 
creative license in a play is 
Centenary College’s perfor-
mance of Imaginary Invalid 
which took place for the 
pleasure and entertainment of 
the college students, faculty, 
and local community during 
Halloween weekend. 
 A twist was added to 
the show which made it more 
oriented for the holiday. This 
theatrical play is effective 
because the cast and produc-
tion team are able to utilize 
creative liberties to compose 
an entertaining play while 
still portraying the original 
purpose of the playwright, 
Molière. 
            The eerie and uncer-
tain atmosphere that sur-
rounded audience members 
created suspense for what 
would transpire next. While 
waiting for the play to com-
mence, spooky Halloween 
music filled the environment 
and set the mood as cold 
shivers ran up spines of those 
listening. Eyes were drawn to 
the cave-like scenery on stage 
including stalactites and sta-
lagmites emerging from the 
roof and floor. Yellow bills 
from medicine and treatments 
plastered the entire room 
covering the walls, coffee 
table, and chair of the main 
character, Argan, suggesting a 
state of chaos or madness. In 
addition, a table towards the 
back of the stage held numer-

ous bottles filled with various 
colored potions. Observations 
of the stage set beforehand 
and the background music 
prepared audience members 
for the show to start.
The superb acting, costumes, 
and makeup all added to 
the success of the produc-
tion.    
Each actor/actress completely 
owned their character and 
that specific personality. For 
example, one actor utilized 
a variety of voice inflections 
and humor to accurately rep-
resent the gullible, miserable 
Argan who believed he was 
deathly ill and that medicine 
concoctions would heal him. 
 Argan put complete 
trust in his doctors who 
were portrayed as vampires 
through their black capes, 
red vests, and dark makeup. 
This established Molière’s 
main point, to attack the 
ill-equipped doctors from his 
society in the 1600s. 
 In addition, Argan 
contrasted his quick witted, 
intelligent, and plainly- 
dressed servant who also 
added humor to the show 
and advocated for Angélica’s 
(Argan’s daughter) romance 
with Cléante while her father 
wished her to marry one of 
the evil doctors. The ac-
tress playing Angélica wore 
elegant makeup and delicate 
colors like a white ruffled 
blouse and a soft pink skirt 
to show her innocence and 
sweetness. 
 In contrast, Béline 
(Angélica’s stepmother) was 
sneaky and deceptive and 
only cared about inheriting 
her husband’s wealth. Her 
dark makeup resembled a 
frightening Halloween clown, 
and her revealing deep purple 
and black dress screamed her 

true character traits and the 
overall chilling premise.
 Although a Hal-
loween theme was added to 
the production for additional 
entertainment, the original 
purpose of the show still rang 
clear. 
 Molière composed 
his comic play in order to 
ridicule the unqualified doc-
tors and bring the subject 

to light, especially to the 
upper class. The repulsive 
taste and smell of the fake 
potions was almost tangible 
as Argan mixed the blue and 
green liquids together. The 
slow trickle was heard as the 
almost unbearable medicine 
traveled down his throat and 
he finally swallowed. 
 Furthermore, the 
vampire-doctor comparison 

was evidence that physicians 
were seen as evil in society at 
that time. 
 The production 
ended with Argan becoming 
a doctor himself through a 
simple ceremony, verifying 
the prestigious title of “doc-
tor” really meant nothing, 
because the most gullible 
character with little logic 
could be awarded it.

Imaginary Invalid in Halloween performance: First Row, Lto R: )Yentle Oliver 
(Toinette), Kyle Parham (Argan), Alexandria Holbrook (Angelica).  Second 
Row, L to R:Christiane Darensbourg (Beline), Ernest Scarborough (Louise), 
Dominick Garatino (Mr. Diafoirus/Beralde), Cody Riker (Dr. Purgon/Bon-
nefoy), Thomas Farber (Dr. Thomas Diaforus), Cary Lawson (Cleante).  Top 
Center: Micheal Clinton ( The Apothecary).  Photo: Chris Young
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By Jaclyn McCormack
 It’s A Wonderful Life 
and A Christmas Story are 
iconic holiday classics adored 
for so many years because 
they beautifully express the 
true meaning of Christmas.  
 George Bailey, 
Ralphie, and their families 
are a part of many people’s 
homes during the holiday 
season because they are the 
quintessence of nostalgia and 
simpler times.
 
 Most people have 
Christmas traditions like 
cutting down a tree, putting 
up decorations, sipping on 
hot chocolate, or watching 
Christmas movies. Frank 
Capra’s heartwarming drama 
It’s A Wonderful Life perfectly 
expresses the true meaning of 
the holidays. George Bailey 
(James Stewart) is a thought-
ful human being who falls on 
some hard times and needs to 
be reminded of all the good 
things in his life.
 Although the film 
begins with two conversing 
celestial bodies that look 
super fake and corny, they 
are simple and sweet in an 
old-fashioned way. Rather 
than looking like a poor qual-
ity film, they may remind the 
viewer that this movie came 
out in 1946. 
 The galaxies decide 
to send Clarence (Henry 
Travers), a second class angel 
who still hasn’t received his 
wings after 200 years, to help 
George with his troubles.
Before Clarence can help 
George, he looks back on 
George’s life to see all of 
the good deeds he has done. 
When George was a little 
boy he saved his younger 
brother’s life when he fell 
through the ice on a frozen 
pond. He also worked at a 

local pharmacy when he was 
surprisingly young. When 
the druggist receives a letter 
that says his son has died in 
the war, he accidently fills 
a child’s prescription with 
poison while trying to drink 
his sorrow away. George no-
tices the mistake and refuses 
to deliver the prescription, 
saving that little boy’s life as 
well. After graduating high 
school George plans to spend 
the summer before going 
off to college travelling the 
world. Of course, George 
puts those plans on hold to 
help out his father’s company 
after his father suffers from 
a stroke. Once summer is 
over George gives his college 
money to his younger brother 
Harry because his father’s 
company will be dissolved 
unless he agrees to run it. 
George decides to run the 
company until Harry gradu-
ates from college, and then 
Harry was supposed to take 
over. However, once Harry 
returns from school with a 
wife whose father has offered 
him an amazing job, George 
couldn’t dare to take that op-
portunity away from his baby 
brother, so once again he 
stays in Bedford Falls.
Like a reversed interpretation 
of A Christmas Carol, George 
starts as a loveable hero and 
turns mean and depressed 
toward the end of the movie. 
When George is faced with 
the dilemma of producing 
$8,000 or going to jail, he 
snaps. He stands on a bridge 
contemplating suicide when 
Clarence appears to show 
him what life would be like if 
George had never been born. 
The two of them go around 
town where everything is 
different and no one recog-
nizes George. Once he sees 
what life would have been 

like without his existence he 
finally realizes how wonder-
ful his life really is. The mes-
sage of the film is quite clear; 
cherish everything you have 
while you’ve got it.

 Jean Shepard’s clas-
sic, A Christmas Story, is so 
wonderful because it flaw-
lessly captures the simplicity 
of a life that no longer exists. 
The film is comprised of 
one memorable scene after 
another, keeping the viewer 
completely entertained with 
no time for yawning.
Ralphie (Peter Billingsley) is 
a young boy from a tradition-
al family who wants nothing 
more than to get a Red Ryder 
BB gun for Christmas. He 
tries to convince his teacher, 
a mall Santa, and his parents 
that it would be the perfect 
present for him, but they all 
reply the same exact way; 
“You’ll shoot your eye out”.
 Back in the ‘40s 
children asked Santa for 
a few simple things like a 
fire truck toy or a BB gun, 
rather than a list of material 
toys they may get sick of in 
no time. Instead of playing 
violent video games, Ralphie 
spends his time trying to 
obtain a Little Orphan Annie 
secret decoder ring. Once he 
finally receives it in the mail, 
he is of course let down by 
the advertising message he 
decodes. 
 A Christmas Story 
is really about childhood and 
all the things a child normally 
had to deal with, such as get-
ting bullied at school, dealing 
with an overbearing mother, 
having to wear embarrassing 
clothes or pajamas because 
they were presents from fam-
ily members, or getting your 
tongue stuck to a frozen lamp 
post because you were triple-

dog-dared to.
            The story is told 
through voice-over narration 
from Ralphie, allowing the 
audience to connect with his 
character by hearing all of his 
thoughts. All of his thoughts 
are so innocent and pure, 
as a child’s should be. The 
world has changed so much 
since then. Radio programs 
have been replaced by an 
abundance of any TV show 

you could imagine. Kids 
can’t be left unattended at 
a crowded mall during the 
holidays. Bullying isn’t just a 
part of growing up anymore, 
it is becoming an increas-
ingly serious offense. And 
most women would never let 
their husbands put a tacky leg 
lamp in their front window 
(unless it was a tribute to this 
classic).

The  Arts

What are your favorite Christmas movie classics?



12



13

By Jahson Myers
 Have you ever 
wondered what lies behind 
those green doors left of the 
bathrooms in the basement 
of the library? A hidden gem 
on Centenary’s campus, the 
Underground Art Gallery 
curated by Professor Hyo 
Chong Yoo, boasts student art 
work.  
 Students enrolled 
in Professor Yoo’s two-
dimensional Design and color 
fundamentals foundation 
courses have their art work 
and projects displayed in an 
underground art exhibit on 
the basement level of the 
Taylor Memorial Library here 
on campus.  
 While enrolled in 
the arts foundation classes, 
students are expected to 
gain shape organization and 

design skills and further hone 
those skills in this class.   
 Study includes 
shapes, organizing the shapes 
and color study. Students 
have specific design require-
ments to fulfil in the class. 
Drawing and painting classes 
have student work rotating 
throughout the gallery.   
 As young artists, it 
is important for students to 
display their art to the public. 
It helps build confidence in 
their creative abilities. 
 Three stand-out 
students’ work is currently on 
display in the Underground 
Art Gallery.
 Prof. Yoo is the 
volunteer curator; “I want 
students to be confident in 
their work and to be proud 
of themselves and their art,” 

By John Panico
 Many students have 
been talking about housing 
during semester breaks and 
what students can expect.   
 Eric Barnes, director of Resi-
dent Life, has said that break 
housing for the winter break 
will be available for students 
who qualify for it. 
 The college will be 
using the Washbaugh Dorm 
Hall residence for break 
housing in order to help those 
students who need it. The 
apartments Founders Hall 
and Bennet-Smith will only 
be available if residence in 
Washbaugh Hall becomes 
filled and those halls will 
only be open to current 
Founders or Bennett-Smith 
residents. 
 In order to qualify 
for break housing, students 
must either be from a resi-
dence of eight hours away or 
more, or have an academic 
responsibility that requires 
them to be in the area, such 
as an academic internship or 
a work study that will run 
during winter break.   
Those with a sports-related 

obligation to the college also 
qualify for break housing. 
Students who sign up for 
break housing will reside in 
another student’s room in 
Washbaugh Hall and 
standard school policies will 
still be in effect with a few 
additions. 
 Alcohol is prohibit-
ed during breaks on campus, 
and overnight guests are not 
allowed. Guests who visit 
during break housing are not 
allowed in the dorm rooms 
and must visit the common 
areas of the building. Viola-
tions of these policies may 
result in students losing 
break housing and being 
denied break housing in 
the future.   
        Anyone who would like 
to register for break housing 
can visit the Residence Life 
office at its new location next 
to career services in the Stu-
dent Activity Center (SAC). 
If students have any ques-
tions or concerns they can 
speak to Kristin McGowan, 
Coordinator for Housing 
Operations.

Housing on campus during 
semester breaks
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Underground art
says Professor Yoo. 
 The idea to have 
an on-campus art gallery 
was proposed by library 
director Timothy Domick. 
Domick noticed that the 
campus did not have a space 
to display student art work. 
The underground art exhibit 
opened last fall, and since 
its opening, there have been 
four shows.   
A few of the exhibits are 
entitled FOUR SEASONS, 
THE WAY IT FLOWS, and 
METAMORPHASIS OF AN 
APPLE. 
 The gallery changes 
the art work displayed over 
time….. When asked what 
she wants her students to 
remember most about art, 
Yoo responded, “ART IS 
ALWAYS A JOY.”

By Lydia Seed

 On a Saturday in 
mid-November, Montclair 
State University held its 
fourth annual event, Behind 
the Screen: Media Careers 
101, sponsored by the Mont-
clair Film Festival.   
           This year’s 
event included panels such 
as Moving into the Directors 
Chair, in which Michael Slo-
vis, a director for television 
sensations Breaking Bad and 
Game of Thrones; and Laura 
Belsey, a director for the CBS 
crime procedural Criminal 
Minds, spoke to students and 
visiting individuals about 
becoming a director and what 
that job includes.  
 Other panels in-
cluded; Illuminating the Gaf-
fer, Andy Day a gaffer for the 
film The Departed (2006), 
Performance for the Screen 
with actress Sakina Jaffrey 
from the Netflix hit drama 
House of Cards, and Editing: 
Putting the Pieces Together, 
with editors Keith Reamer 

and Jeffrey Wolf.  
 The panels that my 
brother and I attended were 
Documentary Filmmaking, 
Producing for Film and TV, 
and The Art of the Promo.  
 In Documentary 
Filmmaking, married couple 
and filmmaking partners Paul 
Lovelace and Jessica Wolfson 
spoke about the 15 years they 
have been working in the 
industry.  A few of Lovelace 
and Wolfson’s suggestions 
to industry hopefuls were to 
have a skill set, but remain 
flexible, to nurture relation-
ships and connections, and 
say yes to opportunities.    
     The panel Produc-
ing for Film and TV included 
an all-female representation 
for producers from live tele-
vision events, television talk 
and game shows, and feature 
films.  Freelance live event 
producer Eileen Bernstein is 
an extremely successful self-
employed woman who has 
had the fortune of having her 

name recommended for pro-
ducing live televised events 
numerous times. 
 Her resume includes 
live events from The White 
House, Lincoln Center and 
numerous concerts. 
 From the television 
angle, executive vice-presi-
dent of marketing for Gannett 
Broadcasting and Debmar-
Mercury Alexandra Jewitt, 
spoke about her experience 
overseeing the television talk 
show The Wendy Williams 
Show on BET and the Craig 
Ferguson-hosted Celebrity 
Name Game syndicated on 
CBS.  
 Associate producer 
for Doubt (2008) and The 
Reader (2008), executive 
producer for Extremely Loud 
and Incredibly Close (2011), 
and newly-named head of 
development for production 
company Indian Paintbrush, 
which most recently pro-
duced the Wes Anderson film 
The Grand Budapest Hotel 
(2014).  

 On panel one of the 
best statements came from 
Alexandra Jewitt, who said, 
“Your career is not a ladder, 
it’s a jungle gym.”  
 The last panel, The 
Art of the Promo, was per-
haps my favorite of the day.  
As a lover of movie trailers, 
upcoming season trailers 
and promos for television 
shows, it was fascinating to 
hear about their career paths 
and experience.  The panel 
for this included two HBO 
staff members, John Kelle-

her (Game of Thrones) and 
Christine Scott (The Buzz), 
editorial director at BBC 
America (Dowton Abbey, Or-
phan Black) McPaul Smith, 
and freelance editor Kather-
ine Garrison, who formally 
worked for AMC.  Generally 
the whole event was rather 
informative and enjoyable 
and I absolutely recommend 
attending the following year.   
 The Montclair Film 
Festival will be running from 
May 1 to May 10 in 2015. 

________________________

Behind the Screen: 
   area festival spotlights careers in media 
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By Daniel Graham
 On the first floor of 
the David and Carol Lack-
land Center sits WNTI 91.9, 
Centenary College’s public 
radio station. Throughout the 
day the station plays a 
wide range of “alternative” 
music, with classic rock and 
reggae, to name a few. 
 But on Tuesday 
nights beginning at 10 p.m., 
several Centenary students 
handle the controls at WNTI 
and put on a two-hour weekly 
sports show called “The 
Sports Buzz.”
 “The Sports Buzz” 
is a discussion-based show 
that revolves around the 
world of sports. Currently the 
show is hosted by Centenary 
seniors Daniel Graham, aka 
“Superfan,” and Dan Direzze, 
aka “Danny Drizzle.” Since 
the summer, Dan and Dan 
have been together to discuss 
the latest and greatest in 
sports from college to profes-
sional ranks, no matter the 
sport.
 It’s important to 
note that the Daniel Graham 
writing this article is the Dan-
iel Graham who hosts “The 
Sports Buzz.” That’s right, 
I’m writing about my own 
show, so I will try not to be 
self-serving, as I want you 
to get a clear understanding 
of the show and not so much 
me.
 “The Sports Buzz” 
has been a mainstay on 
WNTI for the last several 
years with many Centenary 
students getting involved 
in that time. Since I arrived 
at Centenary in September 
2013, I have been involved 
with the show. 
 At that time, the 
show was run by then-senior 
Jeff Perchuck. He and I 
shared a class that semester, 
and that is how I learned-
about the show and  asked if I 
could be a part of it. He 
welcomed me aboard and the 
rest is history. 
 My first job on 
the show was covering the 

“Cyclone Corner,” a segment 
where we showcase what’s 
going on in Centenary sports. 
As time went on, my role be-
gan to expand. And over the 
summer as Jeff was getting 
ready to leave, he handed the 
show over to me.
 Ever since then it 
has been my responsibility 
to handle the operations of 
the show, and that includes 
finding topics to discuss, 
gathering research for those 
topics, assembling a crew and 
coordinating with those 
crew members and potential 
in-studio guests. 
 Several segments we 
do on the show include the 
“The Good, the Bad and the 
Ugly” where we find 
events that happened in 
sports that week that fit those 
respective categories, and 
“This Day in Sports History” 
where we uncover historic 
events that happened on 
that day, and the “Cyclone 
Corner.” 
 Every week on the 
“Cyclone Corner” we wel-
come a Centenary student-
athlete for a brief interview to 
talk about themselves 
and how their team is doing.
 Since it is my senior 
year at Centenary, I have 
been working since the be-
ginning of this academic year 
to find underclassmen 
who are interested in doing 
the show with us and possi-
bly taking over when the time 
comes for myself and Dan 
Direzze me to leave in May.
If anyone is interested in be-
ing a part of the show, 
we welcome anyone who 
has something to offer. To 
find out how to get involved, 
you can either contact me 
or contact WNTI’s program 
manager “Spider” Glenn 
Compton. And of course, we 
welcome you to listen in to 
“The Sports Buzz” every 
Tuesday night from 10 p.m. 
to midnight on WNTI 91.9 
or live online at wnti.org.
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Buzz on WNTI

Sports

team that finished fourth in 
the conference that Centenary 
was able to defeat once last 
year; Immaculata, a team that 
finished third that Centenary 
nearly upset in a home game; 
and Rosemont, which de-
feated the Cyclones in 
a game that would determine 
who would get the final con-
ference tournament spot. 
 If the women can 
get one-up on any, if not all, 
of these three teams, they 
have a pretty good shot at 
ending up in the CSAC 
tournament come season’s 
end.
  Men’s basketball is 
in its second year with head 
coach Tim Fusina and 
looking to head in the right 
direction after a ninth-place 
finish in 2013-14. 
 Coach Fusina was 
hard at work over the offsea-
son recruiting new talent for 
his team, and he was suc-
cessful in getting eight new 
players to suit up for Cente-
nary this season. But back on 
the court from last year are 
seniors Josh Case, #30, and 
Djovan Beausejour, #4, and 
sophomores Zach 
Duymich, #1, and Kyle 
Smith, #13. 
 Some of the new-
comers for men’s basketball 
are freshmen Myles McLeod, 
#21, Rashaan Spencer, #5, 
and transfer juniors Deshawn 
Batts, #3, and Anthony Bai-
ley, #11.
 The men have some 
pretty tough CSAC competi-
tion this year if they plan 
on making a run for the 
conference tournament. One 
foe the Cyclones have been 
constantly reminded to look 
out for is Cabrini, which as of 
Nov. 20 is ranked #20 in the 
nation in Division III.  
  Another 
tough opponent is Gwynedd 
Mercy, which finished behind 

By Daniel Graham
 December means 
that winter sports are here.. 
Three teams are in action and 
looking to capitalize on what 
they were all able to accom-
plish last season. And they 
are all worth taking note 
of.
 Centenary women’s 
basketball is looking to im-
prove from their seventh 
place finish from last season, 
and this year sees the arrival 
of new head coach James 
“J.J.” Cusack, and right away, 
they got to work. In the 
first game of the season, the 
Lady Cyclones got off on the 
right foot, defeating Penn 
State Wilkes-Barre 70-30 on 
their home court. Mallory 
George led the way for Cen-
tenary with 15 points and 10 
total rebounds.
 The trend for 
women’s basketball over the 
last two years has been heavy 
recruiting. A total of 11 
sophomores and freshmen 
make up the 
Cyclones 14-woman roster. 
Several players back on the 
court for the Cyclones for 
2014-15 include sophomore 
and last year’s CSAC Rookie 
of the Year Mallory George, 
#5, junior Ally Fugnitti, #1, 
and the lone senior on 
this squad, Kim Osiega, #15.  
 Some newcomers 
for Centenary this year are 
freshmen Rachel Edwards, 
#21, and Nicole Cartaino, 
#50, while sophomore 
Alexis Wilson, #4, is making 
her first appearance on the 
Centenary court after tran-
sitioning from the Cyclone 
softball diamond.
    Last season, the women 
took an honest stab at a 
CSAC tournament berth, 
but fell just short. Some 
teams the Cyclones should 
be on the look out for if they 
want to be successful this 
time around is Marywood, a 

Cabrini for second place in 
the CSAC last season. 
 Centenary will get 
its first crack at Cabrini on 
Saturday, Dec. 6, when the 
Cavaliers travel here to Cen-
tenary for a matinee meeting.

 Wrestling is back for 
another year of intensity and 
action. Some of the 
faces back on the mat for the 
Cyclones are sophomore 
Josh Sibblies at 184, junior 
Joey Ragsdale at 197 and 
junior Adam Swift at 141. 
 Head coach John 
Garriques has been putting 
his team to the test right 
away.  To start the season the 
Cyclones went to Piscataway 
to compete in the Rutgers 
Tri-Match at Rutgers Univer-
sity. There, they competed 
against Rutgers and Stevens 
Institute of Technology. 
After a trip there and then 
another one at the Ithaca 
Invitational, Centenary is
 preparing to host several 
home matches this winter 
season. 
 The first home 
match will be at the Bob 
Quade Duels on Wed., Dec. 
7 when the Cyclones 
will take on Rowan College 
at Gloucester County Col-
lege. Some other home 
matches of note are against 
Wilkes University on Jan. 5, 
Bergen Community College 
on Jan. 16 and Penn College 
on Feb. 7.

 All three teams 
are worth checking out this 
winter season. And the best 
part is that they’re all indoor 
sports!  We may be in for 
another brutal winter season, 
so why not spend your 
winter checking out what’s 
going on inside at the John 
M. Reeves Student Recre-
ation Center?
    

Winter sports have arrived!



16

By Daniel Graham
 Though Centenary 
fall sports ended in Novem-
ber, men’s soccer, women’s 
soccer and cross country 
gave it their all to keep their 
seasons going as long as they 
could.
 The men’s soccer 
team made every moment 
count heading into the Colo-
nial States Athletic Confer-
ence tournament. Many of 
the players were dissatisfied 
with getting the number five 
seed in the tournament, and 
they went out to prove that 
they were better than that. 
In the CSAC Quarterfinals, 
the men took on number four 
Gwynedd Mercy, a team 
they had lost to earlier in the 
season 2-0. Trailing 2-1 in the 
second half, Luis Marin, #13, 
kicked in the game-tying goal 
just less than a minute after 
the Griffins scored to take the 
lead. The game remained tied 
heading into overtime, when 
freshman Magno Franco, 
#16, was able to slide one 
past the goalkeeper to give 
the Cyclones a thrilling 3-2 
overtime upset victory over 
Gwynedd Mercy. 
 In the semifinals, 
Centenary had the task of 
trying to get past number one 
Neumann to return to the 
CSAC finals where they were 
victorious last season. But a 
4-1 loss at Neumann ended 
that goal. 
 Any Centenary 
men’s soccer player would 
have told you that the goal 
for this season was to repeat 
as CSAC champions. 
But despite not realizing that 
objective, they can take com-
fort in the fact that as a team, 
they defied the odds, and if 

they were to go down, 
they would go down against 
the best competition with a 
fight. And that’s what they 
did.
   Women’s soccer en-
tered the CSAC tournament 
red hot. They closed out the 
regular season with six 
straight wins, most of them 
over tough conference com-
petition. 
 A number-two seed 
secured the Cyclones a first 
round bye and a semifinals 
match against Gwynedd 
Mercy. 
 Centenary had been
able to fend off the Griffins 
just a week before, with a 2-1 
overtime victory. But in the 
semifinals, the women had 
no problem with the Griffins, 
knocking them off with a 4-0 
victory and earning a berth in 
the CSAC finals for the first 
time since 2010. 
 In the CSAC finals, 
the women, too, were faced 
with the daunting task of 
taking down the number one 
seed: the Cabrini Cavaliers. 
In a hotly contested match, 
the score remained grid-
locked at zero until the Cava-
liers were able to put one in 
the back of the net with less 
than eight minutes remaining. 
Shortly after, Cabrini was 
able to tack on another goal 
to walk away with the 
CSAC championship with a 
2-0 victory. 
 For the Centenary 
women, losing in the CSAC 
finals was not how they 
wanted their season to end. 
But being able to make it to 
the CSAC finals and play a 
close game to the very end 
is a positive that made their 
2014 season worthwhile.

    Cross country, too, got in 
on the championship action. 
On a Saturday in mid- 
November, six of the 
Centenary women’s cross 
country runners competed 
in the NCAA Atlantic Cross 
Country Regional at Genesee 
Valley Park. 
 In all, the Centenary 
women finished 31st out of 
45 programs at the regional, 
with Cyclones’ running phe-
nom Priscilla Ortiz finishing 
first out of the Centenary 
runners with a 24:16.16 
time, good enough for 120th 
out of the 272 runners. And 
finishing second was sopho-
more Abigail Voelkner with 
a 26:41.6 time and placing 
209th.
 With all of this to 
consider, the Centenary fall 
sports season was indeed a 
successful one. As the weath-
er gets colder, that means 
Centenary moves everything 
indoors for winter sports. The 
big sports to look out for are 
women and men’s basketball 
and wrestling. With those 
starting up, there will be a lot 
more to cheer for this winter 
sports season

Valiant, exciting, yet missing 
by just this much: Fall sports 
teams fought to the finish

Sports

By Margaret Hill
 The month of No-
vember was a busy, but suc-
cessful one for the equestrian 
teams.
 On the 1st, IHSA 
team took first place.
 On the 2nd, the 
Equestrian Center success-
fully hosted the second CJL 
Horse Show of the semester.
 On the 8th, the IDA 
team took Reserve Champion 
at its show at Delaware Val-
ley and the IHSA team took 
Champion.
 On the 15th, the 
Western team took Reserve 
Champion in its first show 
of the day and third in the 
second show with Shelby 
Cashman earning High Point 
Rider. 
 The Hunter/Jumper 
team also had a successful 
show at Duncraven.
 On the 16th, Phillip 
Williamson, Cody Wooten 
earned Reserve Champion, 
and Abigail Graham earned 

the highest score on the aca-
demic testing at the Emerg-
ing Athletes Program Finals, 
where only 18 riders in the 
country qualified.
 On the 22nd, the 
IHSA team took first place 
with Anthony Desimone 
earning High Point Rider 
and Samantha Pyle earning 
Reserve High Point Rider. 
The IDA team took third 
place with Margaret Hill 
earning High Point Rider.
 On the 23rd, the 
IHSA team continued its 
semester-long winning 
streak by placing first in the 
Battle in the Saddle competi-
tion which was against the 
top team of region in our 
zone.
 The last show of
 the semester will take place 
on Dec. 12, when the Hunter/
Jumper team will have its 
home show. Go, and show 
your support!

Equine teams with 
exciting results

Happy 
holidays!

See you in the 
spring.


