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The little bird 
that could

Helping others: 
getting involved 
on- and off-campus

 One beautiful 
morning in the last week of 
September, a little eastern 
blue bird, a species not as 
numerous in this area as it 
once was, met its nemesis 
and was injured. Its body was 
pierced by the claw of a local 
cat. The bird lost balance 
and plunged onto the lawn 
behind Littell. In front of the 
building, the Facilities lawn 
mower was inching its way 
toward it.
 We found the bird 
lying in the grass, unable 

to move, but still alive. We 
took it in under our wing and 
made it our project to save it.  
The whole Math and Science 
Department pitched in with 
expertize and information. 
We fed it water by pipette, 
kept it warm and comfort-
able, examined its wings for 
damage, and contacted a lo-
cal rehab center. Its prognosis 
was dime, but the center took 
the bird and nursed it back to 
life. It was released back to 
the wild over the weekend.

 By Micheal Clinton
  The Class of 2019 
arrived at Centenary in the 
last week of August, and 
immediately got a taste of 
something the college prides 
itself on: community service. 
 Over 200 students 
volunteered at 20 different 
community service sites 
during Centenary’s annual 
Community Plunge. 
 Director of Pro-
gramming and Services 
Lindsay Smith describes it 
as “a day to give back to the 
community and then come 
back and share their experi-
ences with others.” 
 One such example 
came from Maxim Deshler, 
a first-year student from In-
wood Hill Park, NY.  Deshler 
was one of the students who 
found himself at a Communi-
ty Plunge site in Blairstown, 
pulling weeds and washing 
windows and cars for Easter 
Seals, a non-profit organiza-
tion that provides support for 
disabled adults. 
 “There are some 
people out there that need 
others to help them, no matter 
how stubborn or confident 
they are,” said Deshler; “if 
we don’t, who knows what 
would happen to them.”
          Smith said that com-
munity service is an im-
portant part of the college 

experience. “Students are 
able to relate to things out-
side of the classroom,” she 
explains; “for example, they 
get a jump-start on network-
ing, and they will be able 
to utilize the skills they’ve 
mastered through community 
service when they get a job 
after they graduate.” 
 Smith plays a big 
role in community service 
at Centenary, and she is 
extremely proud of the Mid-
night Run program. 
 Each month, a group 
of students heads to New 
York City to hand out food 
and clothes to the homeless. 
From beginning to end, Mid-
night Runs are a student- led 
effort. 
 “All of the clothes 
have been donated by either 
local Hackettstown citizens 
or the students themselves. 
The food is donated by our 
cafeteria, and the students 
make and prep the food, 
which they then get to hand 
out on the night of the run,” 
Smith said. 
 In addition to 
providing leadership roles 
and developing skills during 
an undergraduate education, 
community service can have 
an impact post-graduation.  
 Alissa Lastres, the 
career development coordi-

nator in the Career Services 
Center, said that community 
service “makes a student look 
more well-rounded, which is 
important. Beyond that, a stu-
dent can tailor the community 
service to a career field. It’s 
about having relevant experi-
ence on your resume by the 
time you graduate.”
 Centenary students 
are known to go above and 
beyond the required 10 hours 
of community service. There 
are student-led organizations 
on campus, such as Becca’s 
Closet, that have a primary 
mission on campus to lend a 
hand to the community.   
Centenary College’s Student 
Government Association has 
a plan just to do that. On Oct. 
3, Centenary students will see 
some of their peers painting 
benches in the Quad. There 
will be benches designed and 
painted by student-leadership 
groups like the Residence 
Life staff, Athletics Depart-
ment, and the Presidential 
Scholars in order to assist in 
not only the beautification 
of the campus, but also in 
“Cyclone pride.”
 If Centenary stu-
dents are interested in getting 
more involved with commu-
nity service, signing up for 
a Midnight Run, or starting 
their own community service 
projects, they can reach out to 
Lindsay Smith and the office 
of Student Life.
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Viewpoint!

By Megan Fedey
 Devastated to hear 
about the cancellation of 
Centenary College’s an-
nual fall fashion show, I have 
made it my personal mis-
sion during my fi nal year to 
resurrect the show. For the 
past eight years,  Fashion 
Merchandising students have 
been organizing both the fall 
and spring fashion shows 
while enrolled in the Fash-
ion Show Coordination and 
Promotion course. Because of 
a lack of student enrollment 
in the class this fall semester, 
the show simply did not have 
enough man power behind it 
to make it happen until now. 
 This is changing 
now as my fellow classmates 
and I pick up the pieces 
and place the puzzle back 
together. 
 Senior Fashion De-
sign and Merchandising ma-
jor Ashley Palko said, “Each 
semester, many students, 
Fashion or not, look forward 
to the fashion shows. As a 
double Fashion major with a 
minor, I really look forward 
to showcasing my designs 
and knowing that all of my 
hard work over the summer 
would not be showcased was 
very upsetting. So, I want 
to work hard to create a fall 
fashion show in order for 
students to show their work, 
as well.” 
 Ashley and I have 
contacted two full time fash-
ion professors, to seek their 
support and guidance. Kristen 
McKitish, assistant professor 
of Fashion Merchandising 
and Design, said, “As many 
of our students know, there is 
a very detailed level of plan-
ning involved in executing a 
fashion show. I am thrilled to 

see some students take a lead-
ership role with ensuring that 
a fashion show takes place 
this semester! It is a great 
experience - most of these 
volunteers have already taken 
Coordination and Promo-
tion with me so they already 
have a show under their belts. 
This opportunity will afford 
them the chance to continue 
to apply textbook theory and 
their previous experience to 
produce a show that is solely 
planned and executed by 
students.”
 The planning of 
this fashion show will be 
time-consuming and rigor-
ous because of the numer-
ous details, such as venue, 
seating, runway, lighting, 
sound, content, and of course 
volunteers who need to be 
organized. However, having 
participated in the planning 
of several different fashion 
shows I am confi dent that 
Ashley and I will be able to 
make it happen.
 The Fashion Show 
Coordination and Promo-
tion course teaches countless 
lessons, which are of such 
extreme pertinence they sim-
ply cannot be measured. In 
fact, many fashion students 
who have participated in this 
course have been able to take 
what they have learned in 
the classroom and apply it to 
industry shows. 
 Senior Fashion 
Design major, Diana Alvarez, 
who worked New York’s Fall 
Fashion week, said that the 
experience was simply amaz-
ing and that, “Fashion week 
is where you want to be. 
You get to experience what 
fashion is all about, and there 
are many things that you can 
learn just through observation 

and interacting with others. 
It is like taking an intensive 
one-day fashion course.” 
She added,“Being part of the 
many fashion shows at Cen-
tenary throughout my years 
gave me a basic understand-
ing of what to expect and 
how to be part of a successful 
show.” 
    The fall fashion show is 
the ultimate showcase for the 

fashion program at Centenary 
College. The majority of the 
fashion professors, whether 
full time or adjunct, require 
their students to showcase at 
least one project in the show. 
Starting with the freshmen, 
many of the students come 
to Centenary with little or 
no experience in sewing. 
Through taking classes, such 
as Apparel Construction and 

Academic Foundations to 
Centenary, the students are 
able to gain several new skills 
and then present all they have 
learned in the show. Whether 
this is a knitted hat or a sewn 
dress, these dynamic projects 
refl ect the creative energy 
and innovative interpretation 
of our hard working, talented 
and educated students

Fashion students take initiative
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By Micheal Clinton
  The Class of 2019 arrived at Centenary in the last week of August, and immediately got a 
taste of something the college prides itself on: community service. 
 Over 200 students volunteered at 20 different community service sites during Centenary’s an-
nual Community Plunge. 
 Director of Programming and Services Lindsay Smith describes it as “a day to give back to the 
community and then come back and share their experiences with others.” 
 One such experience came from Maxim Deshler, a first year student from Inwood Hill Park, 
NY. Deshler was one of the students who found himself at a community plunge site in Blairstown, 
pulling weeds and washing windows and cars for Easter Seals, a non-profit organization that provides 
support for disabled adults. 
 “There are some people out there that need others to help them, no matter how stubborn or 
confident they are,” says Deshler; “if we don’t, who knows what would happen to them.”
          Smith says that community service is an important part of the college experience. “Students are 
able to relate to things outside of the classroom,” she explains; “for example, they get a jump-start on 
networking, and they will be able to utilize the skills they’ve mastered through community service 
when they get a job after they graduate.” 
 Smith plays a big role in community service at Centenary, and she is extremely proud of the 
Midnight Run program. 
 Each month, a group of students heads to New York City to hand out food and clothes to the 
homeless. From beginning to end, Midnight Runs are a student- led effort. 
 “All of the clothes have been donated by either local Hackettstown citizens or the students 
themselves. The food is donated by our cafeteria, and the students make and prep the food, which they 
then get to hand out on the night of the run,” Smith says. 
 In addition to providing leadership roles and developing skills during an undergraduate educa-
tion, community service can have an impact post-graduation.   Alissa Lastres, the career 
development coordinator in the Career Services Center, says that community service “makes a student 
look more well-rounded, which is important. Beyond that, a student can tailor the community service 
to a career field. It’s about having relevant experience on your resume by the time you graduate.”
 Centenary students are known to go above and beyond the required 10 hours of community 
service. There are student-led organizations on campus, such as Becca’s Closet, that have a primary 
mission on campus to lend a hand to the community.   Centenary College’s Student Gov-
ernment Association has a plan just to do that. On Oct. 3, Centenary students will see some of their 
peers painting benches in the Quad. There will be benches designed and painted by student-leadership 
groups like the Residence Life staff, Athletics Department, and the Presidential Scholars in order to 
assist in not only the beautification of the campus, but also in “Cyclone pride.”
 If Centenary students are interested in getting more involved with community service, signing 
up for a Midnight Run, or starting their own community service projects, they can reach out to Lind-
say Smith and the office of Student Life.

Op-ed page

Editorial
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Campus

Dr. Angela Elliott     
 Photo: Courtesy of Centenary PR Office

Memorial services to be held on campus in the near future to mark 
 the recent  passing  of Centenary great friend David Lackland 
   and Dr. Angela Elliott, respected, long-time faculty member

 The Centenary College community is saddened by the passing of David A. 
Lackland, longtime donor and Trustee Emeritus of Centenary College.  
 David Lackland, and his wife Carol, a Centenary alumna, were generous and 
unwavering supporters of Centenary College.  We have so much to thank them for, as 
they transformed how Centenary College looks like today.  Together, they commit-
ted time and resources that leaves a lasting legacy. They provided the lead gift for the 
David and Carol Lackland Center, which was built in 2010.  That Center and all that it 
provides would not exist today without their initiative. 
   The David and Carol Lackland Center is a 68,000-square-foot building, 
which has become a center of activity for students, faculty, staff, alumni, friends and 
the community-at-large.  It is the home for the Centenary Stage Company; WNTI 91.9 
FM, the listener-supported radio station; and Centenary’s television studio, which 
includes electronic field production cameras and three MAC-based editing suites.  It 
also houses a 485-seat Sitnik Theater; the Edith Bolte Kutz ’42 Theater, which is a 
black box theater; a 400-seat dining hall for faculty, students and staff; a 55-seat café; 
a dance studio; as well as classrooms, offices, meeting spaces and lounges.
 David and Carol Lackland were honored at the 2010 Scholarship Gala with 
the prestigious Gold Dome Award and, also in 2010, as Honorary Degree Recipients.  
He became Trustee in 2004 and was honored with Trustee Emeritus status in 2014.  
 David Lackland, along with his twin brother Frederick, opened Lackland 
Self-Storage, Inc. in Piscataway, New Jersey – the first self-storage facility in the 
state.  Lackland is recognized today as a leader in the self-storage industry.  Lackland 
Self-Storage was nominated for the New Jersey Family Business of the Year Award 
in recognition of the contributions the company has made to the local communities in 
which its facilities are located.
 David Lackland will be missed, and the Centenary community will share 
its condolences with his wife, Carol ’54, his children Jennifer and David, family and 
friends at a commemoration, with details to come soon.

Carol and David Lackland at one of many recent Centenary 
events.                  Photo: Courtesy of Centenary PR Office

 The College lost Dr. Angela Elliott this summer.  She came to Centenary 
in 1986 as an assistant professor of English and in 1999, was promoted to full pro-
fessor of English.  Dr. Christopher Adamo, assistant professor and ont-time chair of 
the English and Foreign Languages Department said of her that she had a wealth of 
knowledge regarding literary analysis and served us well in representing Centenary  
on campus and at literary events. In 2005, Dr. Elliott was named Poet-In-Residence 
at Centenary and later was named Professor Emerita after her retirement last se-
mester.
 She had been writing, sharing, and publishing poetry since her college 
days.  Her scholarly work focused on poets William Carlos Williams, Dante, Ezra 
Pound and May Sarton.  Her articles on Pound’s Cantos are recognized interna-
tionally, and she delivered papers on the subject in England, Italy and the United 
States.
 Over the past 50 years, Dr. Elliott had been a frequent reader of her poetry 
to the community and a participant in workshops and an arranger of live readings 
by distinguished poets, including Stanley Kunitz, John Ciardi, X.J. Kennedy and 
James Wright.
 “Angela was outstanding, intelligent and a well-respected colleague who 
was certainly a champion for Centenary and its students. She always warmed my 
heart with her yearly holiday poems,” said Dr. Richard Severe, a comment sec-
onded by Dr. Raymond Frey as well as other Centenary faculty who knew her, 
including Assoc. Prof. Debbie Lev, who remenbered her warmth, her clear-minded 
recognition of what she saw as right, and willingness to fight for it. 
  Dr. Elliott held a B.A. from SUNY-Buffalo and an M.A. and 
Ph.D. from Drew University.
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Freshman Move-In Day: some of the faculty and staff who volunteered to help move the freshman class in on August 28.   Photo:  Micheal Clinton
Below is a list offered by Caitlin Giordano of the faculty and staff members who helped freshmen and their parents on that big day:

Melaine Thiel
Tim Tomaino
Devon Vialva
Jenna Yount
Barbara Lewthwaite
Eric Barnes
Leonard Kunz
Marianne Pratschler
James Patterson

Lauren Bergey
Eunice Boyd
John Carno
Erin Carr
Balwant Chohan
Nicole Corley
Amy     D’Olivo
Patrick Douglas
Lorna Farmer
Christine Floether
Raymond Frey
Lindsay Galasso

Dana Giroux
Elizabeth Guella
Shannon Jonas
Tiffany Kushner
Rob Miller
Todd Miller
James Monks
Kerry   Mullins
Susan Nesmith
Louis   Rossi
Lindsay Smith
Stefanie Taggart

Campus

Faculty and staff help freshmen on move-in day

Reach out; 
oiffer a helping hand
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From Theresa A. Lord-Stout, 
RN, MSN, APN-C
Director of Health Services
 Please be advised 
that a Centenary College 
student was diagnosed by 
their primary care provider in 
mid-September with a “prob-
able” case of chickenpox.  
Chickenpox, also known as 
varicella, is a highly conta-
gious virus that causes a fe-
ver, followed by a very itchy, 
blister-like rash.  The virus 

remind us all of the value of 
vaccination against com-
municable diseases.  The Col-
lege’s strict adherence to our 
Immunization Policy helps to 
prevent the spread of certain 
serious contagious diseases. 
Please help us protect you, 
your family, and our college 
community by getting recom-
mended vaccinations.
THE WELLNESS CENTER
For Counseling & Health
Centenary College
605 Grand Avenue
Hackettstown, NJ  07840
(908) 852-1400
Health Services x 2206
Counseling Center x 2125

Enactus: campus 
organization with 
global reach
Brianne Lechner

 Enactus at Cente-
nary College is off to another 
great year and another set of 
projectsintended to impact 
even mo re people! 
 Enactus is an inter-
national student organization 
that encourages students to 
positively have an impact on 
communities while develop-
ing as socially responsible 
leaders.
  The organization-
brings students and profes-
sionals together based on  the 
mission of creating a bet-
ter, more sustainable world 
through projects that improve 
the quality of life and stan-
dard of living for people in 
need. 
 Participants gain 
experience in disciplines such 
as entrepreneurship, business 
ethics, and economics while 
benefiting Centenary College, 
and people in many other ar-
eas of the country, and world! 
 At events our 
members attend, students 
will have the opportunity to 
meet successful CEO’s and 
Executives from a multitude 
of companies, while also 
having the opportunity to 
network with other students 
from around the world.  

       Enactus gives 
students the potential to get a 
job or internship with many 
big companies, which will 
allow them to build a resume 
with outstanding work expe-
rience and give them a step 
in the right direction towards 
landing their dream job right 
out of college.
 We have some new 
ideas emerging, and we are 
excited to see them develop. 
Last April the team competed 
in the National Competition 
in St. Louis and Centenary 
College placed in the top 20 
percent of the country. This 
May we will be returning to 
St. Louis to compete again!
 We are always 
looking for new members to 
join our growing team! This 
organization provides many 
networking opportunities, 
and could even help you land 
a job or internship! For more 
information please reach out 
to me at lechnerb@cente-
narycollege.edu. Look out 
for our column in The Quill 
in each issue, to stay up to 
date on everything Enactus! 
I hope to see you at our next 
meeting! Enactus meets ev-
ery Monday and Wednesday 
from 12-1:40 in Littell 104.

As if by spontaneous eruption, (not combustion) sunflowers 
appeared this fall, next to the foundation of the President’s 
House, which was lost in a fire last January.  The College has 
been in talks with various agancies and hopes to rebuild as 
soon as possible, officials have said.                 Photo: D. Lev 

is transmitted from person 
to person through the air by 
coughing or sneezing, or by 
direct contact with the fluid 
from a chickenpox lesion.  It 
usually takes 14-16 days to 
develop chickenpox symp-
toms after being exposed to 
someone with the virus, but 
symptoms may appear 10-21 
days after exposure. Chick-
enpox disease is usually not 
serious, but may cause more 
severe illness leading to hos-

pitalization.
 Pursuant to the Col-
lege’s Immunization Policy, 
all Centenary students born 
after 1980 are required to 
provide documentation of 
having had two chickenpox 
vaccines, or a clinical history 
of chickenpox disease.  Most 
individuals born before 1980 
have had chickenpox disease.  
Students who have not met 
this requirement have been 
notified by the health office 
and have been advised to re-
ceive booster vaccines.  Vari-
cella vaccine, as well as other 
required and recommended 
vaccines, are available at the 

health office, and are free of 
charge to all full-time under-
graduate students.
 Be assured that the 
threat of this illness to our 
community is relatively low 
since most individuals have 
either had this illness in the 
past, or have received the 
recommended two vaccines.  
However, should an indi-
vidual develop symptoms 
suggestive of chickenpox, 
they should seek immedi-
ate medical attention at the 
health office, or with their 
primary care provider.
 Most importantly, 
this incident should serve to 

Concerning chickenpox 
(also knkown as varicella)



 The Vibe Tribe President Megan Miller standing in 
#TheVibe located in the SAC. Miller and a group of social 
media savvy students plan to change the way we view content 
on line.                                                 Photo: Micheal Clinton

7

By Micheal Clinton
 For those of you 
who can, think back to the 
world of social media in 
2008. 
      The iPhone has only been 
out for a single year, and 
Facebook has more unique 
visitors than MySpace for the 
first time in history.      
A presidential candidate was  
elected with the help of an ef-
ficient social media strategy.  
      
 How does a campus 
adapt to such changes?
 Centenary students 
studying Social Media Mar-
keting can now be immersed 
in the latest social media 
tools via a fun, hands-on 
approach in our modern 
technology center, #theVIBE. 
Courses that are being offered 
are Social Media Marketing, 
Digital Advertising, Digital 
Analytics and Social Media 
Strategy and Consulting. This 
initiative will be managed by 
Prof. Kathy Naasz, dean of 
the Social Media Center of 
Expertise.
 “I have been col-
laborating with New York 
City start-ups to design our 
new center with a modern 
and hip feel,” said Naasz. 
“Our graduates will stand out 
with an undergraduate degree 
focused on Social Media 
Marketing in a job market 
that is increasingly demand-
ing these skills. To put it 
simply, businesses need high 
quality social media experts 
and we are going to provide 
them.”
 The world of a few 
years ago, desccribed above, 
is the one in which Timothy 
Tomaino, the Social Me-
dia manager for Centenary 
College’s new social media 
center “#TheVibe,” started 

his college years. 
 “We couldn’t even 
imagine Instagram or the 
mobile revolution,” says 
Tomaino; “people weren’t 
really using their phones to 
participate in web activities.”  
Tomaino lived in a world in 
which, if a student organiza-
tion wanted to get the word 
out about an event or a meet-
ing it hoped someone saw 
their flyer. 
 Today, social media 
plays an important role in just 
about every aspect of life. If 
you look left and right in the 
cafeteria or in the quad or in 
the dorm buildings, you’ll 
see almost everyone with a 
smartphone or laptop brows-
ing through social media. 
 They’re tweeting, 
filtering pictures, posting, and 
blogging. It is inescapable. 
 According to the 
Pew Research Center, 89 
percent of the college-aged 
demographic use social net-
working sites as of 2014. 
 In addition, the aver-
age social networker is less 
likely to be as “socially iso-
lated” as the average Ameri-
can. This means that all those 
Facebook friends are actually 
beneficial. 
 In the business 
world, there has been a 1300 
percent increase in employ-
ers who look for social media 
experience and skills within 
the last three years. 
 To answer this call, 
Centenary created #TheVibe. 
The goal of this social media 
center, and the 16-credit so-
cial media business minor, is 
to “give the students at Cen-
tenary College 21st century 
skills and to better prepare 
them for jobs,” explains 
Tomaino. 

 It seems Centenary 
College is well on its way to 
doing so. 
 The Social Media 
Marketing concentration 
recently received an endorse-
ment from Kevin Hartman, 
the head of Analytics at 
Google. Hartman says that 
“the program Centenary Col-
lege is launching in Social 
Media will help fill the gap 
we see today in analytic 
talent and appears to be on 
the forefront of instilling 
the skills colleges should be 
teaching our future profes-
sionals.”
    Much as on  any college 
campus, social media is a key 

player in the lives of Cente-
nary students. If you were to 
scroll through your Instagram 
or Twitter feed, you could 
probably find between three 
and nine Centenary College 
social media accounts.   
 “We’ve shifted from 
physical interactions to on-
line interactions and become 
part of a community,” says 
Tomaino;“that’s the role of 
social media on a campus 
community, because it really 
is an extension of the com-
munity; it’s where students 
interact with each other rather 
just in the physical world.”
    Centenary has 
had some issues with social 

media last year, most notably 
with the anonymous app 
YikYak. 
 However, #TheVibe 
might be a great way to show 
the positive power of the 
Internet. Tomaino is a firm 
believer in creating positive 
Centenary content whenever 
possible. 
 “As a campus com-
munity we need to have a 
united front in promoting 
positivity,” he says, “getting 
out the good things that are 
happening with Career Ser-
vices, the good things that are 
happening in Student Life, 
and the good things that the 
students are achieving.”
    Where is social 
media headed?  “It’s how 
college students talk and 
relate to each other,” he says. 
“It’s how they find each other 
and date each other, in some 
cases.”  Technology is 
advancing towards what pro-
fessionals call “unobtrusive 
use.” These are the “wear-
ables” like the Apple Watch 
and Google Glass. There is 
also this idea of the “Internet 
of things” where your whole 
house is wired together with 
technologies you might see in 
a science fiction film.  
         In a perfect 
world, smartphones would be 
a gateway to student knowl-
edge and interaction. For 
now, the most we can do is 
occasionally look up while 
we’re walking from the park-
ing lot to the dome and make 
our LinkedIn profile look just 
as nice as our Facebook page. 
 #TheVibe will be 
having its ribbon cutting 
ceremony on Oct. 9,  at 3:30 
p.m.

Connections, business applications, and a 
 new Social Media Center of Expertise

Campus

After refurbishing, The 
Vibe’s location is set for 
action
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“Mindbending, ingenious and ethically challenging”
-The London Times
“…unrelentingly suspenseful yet revealing great moral complexity...”
- The Hollywood Reporter
“…The Nether exerts a viselike grip, while taking you down avenues of thought you probably haven’t traveled yet.” 
- The New York Times
 Centenary Stage Company’s Professional Equity Theatre Series “boots up” the 2015 – 16 main stage season with the New Jersey Premiere of Jenni-
fer Haley’s gripping and critically acclaimed, The Nether, opening October 9 and running until October 25 in the Lackland Center on the campus of Cente-
nary College. 
 According to the New York Times, “Imagine an episode of ‘Law & Order: SVU,’ written by a futurist fiction writer like Ray Bradbury or Iain Banks” 
and you have Jennifer Haley’s provocative The Nether.  Winner of the 2012 Susan Smith Blackburn Prize, The Nether is both serpentine crime drama and 
haunting sci-fi thriller that explores the consequences of living out our private dreams.  A new virtual wonderland provides total sensory immersion. Just log 
in, choose an identity and indulge your every whim. But when a young detective uncovers a disturbing brand of entertainment, she triggers a dark battle over 
technology and human desire.
 The Nether premiered spring 2013 in Los Angeles at Center Theatre Group’s Kirk Douglas Theatre. A London production opened summer 2014 at 
the Royal Court with Headlong, transferring to the West End with Sonia Friedman Productions in winter 2015 and MCC produced the play off-Broadway at 
the Lucille Lortel Theatre in New York in the winter of 2015.
 Jennifer Haley is a playwright whose work delves into ethics in virtual reality and the impact of technology on our human relationships, identity, 
and desire. She won the 2012 Susan Smith Blackburn Prize for her play, The Nether. Other plays include Neighborhood 3: Requisition of Doom, a horror 
story about suburban video game addiction, and Froggy, a noir thriller with interactive media design and a live soundtrack. Jennifer has worked with Center 
Theatre Group, Royal Court Theatre, Headlong, Sonia Friedman Productions, the Humana Festival of New Plays, American Conservatory Theater, The Banff 
Centre, Sundance Theatre Lab, O’Neill National Playwrights Conference, Lark Play Development Center, PlayPenn, and Page 73. She is a member of New 
Dramatists in New York City and lives in Los Angeles, where she founded the Playwrights Union.
 The Nether at Centenary Stage Company will be directed by CSC’s own award winning artistic director Carl Wallnau.  Emmy Award winning set 
designer Bob Phillips returns for the final design of his celebrated career to transform the Sitnik Stage into the lush imaginative virtual wonderland of The 
Nether.
 Performances for are Thursday at 7:30 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m .and Sundays at 2 pm.  There are 2 p.m. matinees on Wednesdays 
Oct.14 and 21 and for the Friday preview on Oct. 9.  Tickets for range from $25.00 to $27.50.  Thursday evening performances are buy one/get one free when 
you purchase tickets in person at the box office two hours prior to performance time.  Discounts are available for students and seniors.
 For more information or to purchase tickets visit us on – line at centenarystageco.org or call the box office at (908) 979 – 0900.  Tickets may also 
be purchase in person at the CSC box office located in the David and Carol Lackland Center on the campus of Centenary College; 715 Grand Ave. Hack-
ettstown, NJ.  The box office is open Monday through Friday from 1 – 5 p.m. and two hours prior to every performance.

CENTENARY STAGE COMPANY LAUNCHES 2015 -16 
PROFESSIONAL THEATRE SEASON WITH NJ PREMIERE OF JENNIFER HALEY’S 
SENSATIONALLY HAUNTING AND CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED SCI-FI CRIME 
DRAMA, THE NETHER
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The  Arts

    Recently returned from a seven city European concert tour, Centenary Stage Com-
pany welcomed New York guitarist David Burgess who performed some of Brazil’s finest 
solo guitar music last month in the David and Carol Lackland Center on campus .
               Praised by critics for his polished technique and flamboyant style, David Bur-
gess has performed throughout North and South America, Europe and the Far East, as 
well as having recorded for CBS Masterworks, Musical Heritage Society, Tritone and 
Athena Records.  Formerly a student of Andres Segovia, he has won prizes in interna-
tional guitar competitions in New York, Mexico City, Toronto and Munich.  Over the past 
10 years, Mr. Burgess has taken numerous trips to Brazil, rediscovering guitar music from 
Brazil’s past, as well as finding many progressive contemporary Brazilian works.
               The program included music by some of the finest Brazilian guitarists of all time 
including: Garoto (1915-1955), who was highly esteemed by both Duke Ellington and Art 
Tatem, while performing throughout the world with Carmen Miranda (the famous Brazil-
ian singer who danced with pineapples and bananas in her hair); Raphael Rabello (1962-
1995), who recorded with virtually every major Brazilian artist of his time and Yamandu 
Costa (b.1980), recognized as today’s finest Brazilian guitarist. Also included was Span-
ish flamenco by Jose Gallardo del Rey and Cuban works by Ernesto Lecuona.

CENTENARY STAGE COMPANY WELCOMED 
RENOWNED CLASSICAL GUITARIST

 DAVID BURGESS  FEATURING 
THE MUSIC OF BRAZIL
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Courtesy of Prof. James Monks
 In late September, a small group of students and I headed 
to Big Brook, a stream located in Monmouth County, to hunt for 
fossils as part of our Comparative Vertebrate Anatomy class. Big 
Brook is one of the better sites on the East Coast to gather late 
cretaceous era fossils. 
 As most of New Jersey was underneath the ocean at this 
time, many of the fossils to be found here are from ancient shark, 
squid and other extinct marine animals. As a new professor here at 
Centenary, I was looking forward to getting to know my students 
and see them using their scientific knowledge and curiosity to get 
muddy and dig for fossils. 
 At this site, fossils are often washed down the stream from 
the surrounding landscape and get buried in the gravel and sedi-
ment of the river. The group spread out with all the tools of high 
tech fossil hunting experts (mostly spaghetti strainers and small 
shovels), and began sifting through the sandy river bank.  After a 
short period of time the first fossilized shark tooth was discovered. 
It wasn’t the monster we had hoped for; it was barely one-half inch 
long, but it was a fossil! Over the next hour, some more teeth were 
unearthed; a spinal bone of a fish and a deer, some fossilized an-
cient squid parts and a large tooth from an extinct sawfish species. 
 The only discovery I made was a piece of coprolite (fos-
silized shark dropping).  Even with my lackluster fossil hunting 
performance, it was a great day.  I hope my students had as much 
fun as I did and got to see that scientific pursuits happen not just in 
dusty laboratories, but can also happen on warm autumn days with 
your feet in a cool stream.

Centenary students go digging 
        for a monster shark?!

Campus

Comparative Vertebrate Anatomy class members in the wild.                                       Photo courtesy of Prof. James Monks
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 Centenary College 
student filmmakers studying 
with Prof. Boris Gavrilovic-- 
Jenna Criscuolo, Ryan-
Lausch, Lydia Seed, Chris 
Bello and Anthony Biango 
tied for second place with 
their 16 mm black and white 
experimental film “An Inci-
dental Nostalgic Journey”at 
the 41st annual New Jersey 
Young Filmmakers Festival 
as last semester ended.
 First prize was 
awarded to the film from 
Princeton. Cenetenary’s en-
try, “An Incidental Nostalgic 
Journey” tied for second 
place with a film from Wil-
liam Paterson University 
and the third prize went to 
one from New Jersey City 
University. 
 In addition five 
honorable mentions were 
awarded and two went to 
Centenary College students.
Joe Watson and Keon Vines 
for “Fabrican American” and 
Chris Mendez for his clayma-
tion “Office Guy.”
 “An Incidental 
Nostalgic Journey” is an 
experimental film, shot on 
black and white 16mm film.  
It incorporates many film-
making techniques including 
animation.  The film is based 
on a poem written by the 

students about the passage of 
time and personal reflections.  
The poem, used as a narra-
tion for the film was read and 
recorded by WNTI’s Spider 
Glenn Compton.
 “Fabrican Ameri-
can” is a comedy about the 
first puppet to graduate from 
Centenary College and his 
experiences as the only “fab-
rican American” on campus. 
It featured the voice of Prof. 
Stephen Davis as the only 
puppet professor at the col-
lege.
 “Office Guy” is 
a clay animation about an 
overworked and frustrated 
office worker. He tries to 
leave his miserable cubicle 
existence, but he continues to 
be tormented by the towering 
stacks of paperwork.
Chris Mendes had his film 
“Office Guy” screened at 
the Nassau Film Festival in 
Princeton NJ in May.
 The award cer-
emony was held at the Edison 
National Historic Site in West 
Orange NJ in May. Prior to 
the awards filmmakers had a 
chance to take a tour of the 
Edison’s facilities and see the 
replica of the “Black Ma-
ria” - America’s first motion 
picture studio.

Left to right: Ryan Lausch, Lydia Seed, Prof. Gavrilovic, Chris 
Mendez and Chris Bello in front of Black Maria, America’s 
first motion picture studio.  Photo: Anne Mendez

Students impress at 
41st annual New Jersey 
Young Filmmakers Festival

  Centenary College 
hosted artist Ann Matthews 
and showcasing several 
pieces of her artwork in an art 
exhibit titled, “My Lines,” on 
Oct. 1 at the Taylor Memorial 
Library. 
 Matthews grew 
up in Brooklyn, New York. 
Studying theatre, evenually, 
at the North Carolina School 
of the Arts, she was particu-
larly interested in pantomime. 
After two years of studying 
theatre, she later transferred 
to Hunter College in New 
York, where she was intro-
duced to abstract painting.
 To expand her 
knowledge, she also studied 
graphic design at the Par-
sons School of Design in 
New York and continued to 
exercise her love for drawing. 
After graduating from Hunter 
College, she was employed 
as a typesetter.
 Later on, she studied 

improvisational theatre at 
HB Studios and wrote for a 
performance at The Writer’s 
Voice in New York.  She 
collaborated on a play called 
“Two Women Talking,” 
which was performed at the 
Hughes Library in Strouds-
burg. She also performed 
original monologues and 
scenes with the Water Gap 
Players in the Celebration of 
the Arts Festival and at the 
Deerhead Inn.
 She is currently 
working as a paraprofessional 
in an elementary school for 
the East Stroudsburg School 
District. There, she is able to 
combine her love for art and 
educating young children 
together to create a school 
environment where students 
of all ages are able to thrive. 
She is also maried to Cen-
tenary’s print shop director, 
John Brandes.

“MY LINES” art 
exhibits howcased Ann 
Matthews’ talents

 Among her many 
other accomplishments she 
has also danced with Kathy 
Kroll’s Dance and Paper 
Theatre Company based 
in Stroudsburg, Pa., taught 
theatre to children at the 
Totts Gap Art Institute in 
Bangor, Pa., and taught pan-
tomime and mask-
making at the School of Vi-
sual and Performing Arts 
in Stroudsburg, Pa.
 “It is completely 
thrilling that we are able to 
host artist Ann Matthews and 
showcase her amazing tal-
ents,” said Timothy Domick, 
director of Taylor Memorial 
Library. “We are always 
open and willing to showcase 
different artists, and talents, 
in order to offer something 
that is completely new to
 our Centenary College com-
munity.”
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The Arts
BRAD ROSS’ UNBELIEVABLE! WILL TRICK AND TREAT 
     THIS HALLOWEEN AT CENTENARY STAGE COMPANY.

“One of a kind magic show!  It is laughs, cheers and magic tricks in this onstage adventure...”The New York Times
“A razzle-dazzle exhibition of slight of hand, levitation, tricky escapes, and other mind bending magic acts.  Not to be 
missed.” The Los Angeles Times
 It’s more than a magic show, and this Halloween, Brad Ross returns to Centenary Stage Company with his brand new show, Brad Ross’ 
Unbelievable! on Saturday, Oct. 31 at 2 p.m and Sunday, Nov. 1 at 5 p.m. in the David and Carol Lackland Center.  Appealing to every generation, 
from kids to gr.andparents, Unbelievable! is an all new multi-million dollar exciting guided journey through the world of magic, told first-hand by 
one of America’s leading illusionists, Brad Ross and featuring Broadway caliber sets, stunning costumes, dazzling choreography and spellbinding 
production numbers.
 For centuries, magic evolved and changed with its times, even combined itself with theatricality, music and choreography to tempt audi-
ences with marvels.  This ultimate form of family entertainment has been reinvented yet again and this time, by magic’s brightest star, sweeping 
together the greatest traditions and broadest marvels with an approachable “boy next door” charm.  Dubbed “Illusionist extraordinaire” by ABC 
TV, Brad Ross has been hailed as a world class, modern-day showman and has been dazzling audiences for over two decades.  With a style and 
personality all his own, Brad is recognized by his unparalleled high energy, originality and his ability to inspire and entertain people from all walks 
of life.  
 Featured in over 500 national & international TV programs, Brad Ross was honored with the prestigious Merlin Award presented by the 
world’s largest organization for magicians, The International Magician’s Society.  In recognition of his work entertaining family audiences all over 
the globe, Ross was named “Best International Family Entertainer.”  The Merlin Award is the highest honor bestowed by the magic community 
and is based on talent, showmanship, originality, skills and the ability to entertain under any conditions.  Previous recipients include David Cop-
perfield, Siegfried & Roy, Criss Angel; and Kenneth Feld, producer of the Disney Live! shows and the most successful live illusion show of all 
time, Siegfried & Roy.
 Tickets for Brad Ross’ Unbelievable are $20.00 for adults and $17.50 for children under 12.  As with all concerts, jazz and special events 
ticket prices increase $5.00 day of the performance.  For more information or to purchase tickets visit centenarystageco.org or call the box office at 
(908) 979 – 0900.
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By Daniel Graham, 2015 
graduate and former Quill 
staffer
 Sometimes when 
you are with somebody, you 
get to see new places and 
meet new people, or some-
times you see a familiar place 
you have been to 
numerous times through the 
eyes of that person and you 
get a whole new 
perspective on it.  You get to 
acknowledge changes you 
hadn’t been aware of or had 
ignored and also see some of 
the places you had previously 
just passed by.
 This realization 
occured to me just recently 
when I got to spend the day 
withformer Centenary student 
and golfer Bill McNeir, a 
decorated Centenary athlete 
during his time here who, at 
the young age of 24, is now 
in his second year as the head 
golf coach at 
Lenape Valley Regional High 
School in Sparta, NJ. 
 
 What was meant to 
be just a quick interview with 
McNeir for “The Sports 
Buzz” on WNTI turned into 
an adventurous day for the 
two of us. When I first asked 
McNeir for an interview, 
he was ecstatic and quickly 
agreed. 
 He was so excited to 
come back and visit the old 
stomping grounds that 
he wanted to come early 
in the day so he could visit 
some of his old professors, 
classmates, supervisors, 
coaches, etc. With time to kill 
before our scheduled inter-
view time, I met with McNeir 
and I got to see what the 
campus was like when he 
went to school here. 
 
 McNeir, graduated 
from Centenary in January 
2014 with a degree in 
History and a minor in 
Political and Governmental 
Affairs. In the 15 

months since he left Centena-
ry, the school has made some 
radical changes. For example, 
we took a trip up to the third 
floor of the Ferry 
Building. What McNeir re-
members from that place was 
numerous offices, a 
lounge and constant com-
motion. Since then, most of 
the offices that were up there 
have been moved to the Seay 
Building, leaving third floor 
Ferry seem , at the time, all 
but abandoned. 
 McNeir also re-
membered his freshman year 
when the Student Activities 
Center was still the cafeteria 
and the Collaboratory was a 
restaurant/sub shop named 
“Tilly’s.” 
 We tried our best to 
locate the old WNTI radio 
stationon the third floor of 
Seay, but to no avail.  of 
course, WNTI is now a cen-
terpiece of the lobby of the 
David and Carol Lackland 
Center.

 We made numerous stops 
around campus, and it was 
quite refreshing and stun-
ning to take this trip around 
campus with McNeir. I 
thought I had seen it all on 
this campus in my two years 
here, but boy, was I wrong. 
Apart from the places we 
saw, McNeir also met with 
some old friends on campus. 
We stopped at Brotherton 
Hall, a building I’ve 
rarely been to in my time 
here, so McNeir could visit 
his former professors. I al-
ways had thought that Broth-
erton was just an office 
building. What I didn’t 
know was that it also houses 
classes. The biggest splash 
of the day was when McNeir 
and I walked into the John M. 
Reeves Student Recreation 
Center. Several students that 
were in there immediately 

my teaching certificate, be 
able to teach special educa-
tion or teach as a regular 
ed history teacher and then 
move 
up through the ranks: become 
an athletic director, principal 
or superintendent of schools. 
That’s what I’m very, very 
excited about, so it should 
work out pretty well.” 

    Just days after our inter-
view, McNeir and his Patriots 
varsity golf squad went on 
to defeat Hopatcong High 
School by 31 strokes. It was 
the program’s first victory in 
four years. 

recognized McNeir and the 
place went nuts. In addi-
tion, none of these athletes 
were quickly than professor 
speaks. Although there exist 
differences, wanting to make 
friends and loving party are 
same! golfers, which just 
goes to show you how well 
liked McNeir was across the 
board. 
 
 Oh, and in case you 
want to know how the inter-
view went, it went fine. 
It’s funny, I intended to have 
this article mainly be about 
my interview with McNeir, 
but instead I felt that the nos-
talgic trip around Centenary 
with him was an even better 

story. But to be fair, I’ll give 
you a tidbit about “Air Mc-
Neir’s” plans and goals for 
the future as the Lenape 
Valley head golf coach and 
his aspirations to become a 
teacher/administrator from 
the interview: 

    “As a coach, our goal is 
to win a NJAC [conference] 
championship and 
then make it to States and 
then win the state champion-
ship. I have some 
lofty goals, but I feel that, 
as a program, we’ll be able 
to get there in the next few 
years or in the future at 
Lenape Valley. Also, 
career-wise, education. Get 

Seeing through another’s eyes
Campus

By Sue Choi
 I’ve been here one month,  enjoying Cent Life , and already it  passed in a 
wink.
  Life in Hackettstown is not too different from my life in  Korea except for  
using English all day. Both American and Korean universities ask us to study and find 
a job, but I see two big differences between life in Korean University and Centenary 
College. 
 One is the student life. The Korean University has a strong social structure in 
each major. That’s why most students are likely to hang out with the people who are 
studying the same major with them. So, you couldn’t say, “I don’t know who are in 
the same major with me.” We become intimate through some group activities such as a 
meeting before and after semester, athletic meetings, university festivals and so on. So 
we spend most of the time in school with classmates. If you don’t know who are your 
class buddies, your life in Korean University might be boring. Thanks to those special 
things, you can make friends easily who can share your class together.
 Second is the town around college. There are lots of restaurants and bars near 
Korean schools. The most famous of them become a specialty of each university. Those 
are usually open till 12 a.m. Some of them are open until 5 a.m., but here is calmer than 
I had expected. 
 If you are planning a trip to Korea, I recommend visiting a university during 
university festival. You can find what Korean students do at a party. 
I’m not used to American college life yet because there are lots of unexpected differ-
ences. Likewise, I didn’t expect students to speak more quickly than professors speak. 
Although there exist differences, wanting to make friends and loving parties are the 
same!

...and through an 
internat’l student’s eyes
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 The Centenary 
College Athletic Depart-
ment has gone through 
a lot of changes over the 
past couple months. 
 Long-time ath-
letic director Billie Jo 
Blackwell is no longer 
with the college, and 
the Sports Information 
Director’s chair has 
been in a state of flux 
for a couple years. In 
hopes of changing the 
latter, Centenary College 
brought in  Rob Berg-
man to become the new 
SID, his first shot at be-
ing an SID director after 
working as an assistant 
SID with Mercy College 
in New York.
  “I came to Cen-
tenary because I feel like 
that it has a small school 
feel, and that’s kind of 
what I had at my old 
school,” said Bergman. 
“It seemed like a fam-
ily unit and everyone 
accepted me right from 
the get-go. I have a great 
boss in Keith O’Connor, 
and anything that I 
wanted to try was met 
with open arms.”
  It’s not an easy 
job, but Bergman has al-
ways wanted to become 
an SID because it isn’t 
just about doing office 

work.
  “What I tell 
people is that It’s a great 
balance between that, 
and work in the field. 
You don’t have lag time. 
You’re up, you’re mov-
ing, you’re dealing with 
the players, coaches, 
doing things for the 
website, and showcasing 
the athletes in a format  
for the rest of the world 
to see,” said Bergman.
  The position also 
comes with a lot more 
pressure compared to 
being the assistant SID 
he was at Mercy.
  “Everything’s 
on you,” said Bergman 
emphatically. “You 
have to deliver; you are 
responsible for staffing 
and dealing with stats.  
         I’m not the 
best volleyball stat man, 
but I’m working at it 
because I need to get 
the stats into the system 
so my staff can write 
a good press release 
on the game. It comes 
down to being the point 
person for all the teams 
and doing your best for 
everyone.”
  Switching 
schools has been an 
adjustment for Bergman.
  “The biggest 

difference is size to a 
point, but also cover-
ing sports I didn’t have 
at my old school, such 
as wrestling, but I’m 
ready for the challenge. 
The other difference is 
the step from Division 
II, to Division III, but 
it’s pretty much all the 
same things.”
 The biggest 
challenge? 
 “Time. Time 
is the biggest chal-
lenge because even if 
you have help it’s still 

a time crunch. Doing 
programs for example,  
may seem the most 
mundane thing, but it’s 
important. And I’m still 
trying to get the website 
re-vamped.”
 Being a sports 
information director has 
always been Bergman’s 
goal,“because I have 
always been a big sports 
fan just in general. My 
father took me around 
to a lot of high schools 
and colleges, and I have 
always liked stats and 

numbers. Every time 
I would go to college 
games I would buy the 
game notes to read be-
cause it’s interesting to 
see where the teams are 
and who is doing well,” 
said Bergman.
  “To me it doesn’t 
feel like work; it just 
feels like something 
I’m doing to help the 
college.” He’s  got his 
dream job, “and I get 
paid, so that helps,” 
Bergman said with a 
laugh.
     

New Sports Information director 
        
By Corey Spina

By James Iwanicki
 “I’m very excited about the coaches we have here. They’ve made our 
department stronger and will make our programs and athletes stronger,” said 
new Centenary College Athletic Director Keith O’Connor. “I have good expecta-
tions for our teams this year.”
 Despite unsettling budget cuts, O’Connor and his staff are moving full 
steam ahead.    “Athletic teams will continue to grow and become 
more recognizable. Look at coach Garrett and the wrestling program, It’s been 
good before, but since he’s been here the team has been nationally ranked for the 
past couple years.” 
 Reflecting on adjustments to a tough economy and its impact on daily 
life on campus, many of the student athletes have been concerned with news of 
the new modes of transportation to games-taking vans instead of the Cyclone 
bus.  O’Connor’s response was simple. “Yeah, it’s great to have a bus, and 
there’s going to be an adjustment period. Our soccer team has taken vans to six 
out of the seven matches. At this point they’re adjusted to it, and it’s like any 
other day.” 

Teams thrive and 
adjust to some realities
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We are always there to push 
each other.” Says Ortiz. Even 
with the CSAC Champion-
ship over a month away, out-
looks are positive and hopes 
are high for a victory.   
         “We have a very good 
chance at championships this 
year, “ freshman Nina Travia 
said. “Everyone has been 
working extremely hard, and 
the results are there.” 
 Coach Breger’s 
secret to a team’s success? 
“Successful teams laugh a 
lot after the workout. Before, 
they are all business. Fun is 
gained through respect and 
experience, and demanding 
tough physical challenges can 
create bonds for a lifetime.”  
 One thing is for 
sure. Come our next race, we 
will all be running with a fire, 
a little bit of black swan in 
us, as Coach likes to say. 

You can follow Centenary 
XC at centenaryCXC on 
twitter.

       Not generally some-
thing to be flocked to like a 
long anticipated Friday night 
lights game, cross country 
is a sport often viewed from 
a distance, literally; unless 
you’re running next to me 
at a meet, I’ll see you at the 
finish line. 
 It’s no secret that the 
sport is often underrated and 
overlooked, but why? The 
answer is obvious: it’s scary 
as hell. To a lot of people, 
running is seen as pain, as 
punishment, and while it’s 
by no means a frolic in the 
fields to be pounding down 
my fourth mile at practice, 
there is a universal force of 
pure exhilaration that comes 
with knowing that you can 
run five or six miles and not 
come out of it so incredibly 
winded that you can’t breath 
correctly for the next hour. 
 “You can’t just stop 
running,” Centenary Col-
lege’s newly appointed XC 
coach Noel Breger told us 
one day before practice. “Un-
like a lot of other sports, there 
are no timeouts in a race.” 
 But Rome wasn’t 
built in a day, and something 
like that doesn’t just magical-
ly happen. You have to train, 
to build yourself up through 
a soggy process of blood, 
sweat and tears. And vomit, 
of course. And for all of this, 
nothing more is required than 
your determination, some 
sneakers, and a good coach. 
 Even when I was in 
high school, my mother— a 
coach herself with a myriad 
of wins under her belt— 
would always impart to her 
graduating players the same 
message: “You will be lucky 

 

intense training we have been 
doing… I also am learning… 
how to be mentally tougher 
during my runs.”
 The beautiful thing 
about cross country is that 
you don’t have to be a super-
star fresh off the track to pick 
it up. 
 Senior January 
Cuervo is one of a handful of 
tenacious runners on the team 
who only began her cross 
country career last spring. “I 
enjoy watching other sports, 
but I’ve… never been really 
good at them. One day at 
dinner Jess Martin spoke 
about cross country and it 
stuck with me! I finally found 
something I liked to do.” 
 And anyone who 
likes spending mass quanti-
ties of time sprinting mile 
after mile just for the sake of 
it is pretty dauntless in my 
book. Still, the actual sport of 
running can be more in depth 
that one might expect. “Run-
ning has always been my 
outlet,” Martin confides; “my 

if your college coach is com-
petent.” 
 Based on our second 
place results of the CSAC 
opener, I’d say we got pretty 
lucky. But the real question is 
how. 
 “I wanted the chal-
lenge of a college team,” 
Coach Breger said about 
taking the position. “I have 
found great success on the 
high school level, and I want-
ed to bring that positivity 
and enthusiasm to Centenary 
cross country.” 
 Has it been brought? 
Just ask Junior Priscilla 
Ortiz, who broke Centenary’s 
6K record with an impres-
sive time of 23:38 last year 
at championships.  “Coach 
Breger has been able to guide 
the team and give us the con-
fidence we need to possibly 
win the CSAC Champion-
ship.” 
 Freshman runner 
Matt Riotto added, “Adjust-
ing to the college level of 
competition takes a lot of 
work, and I feel coach Breger 
has prepared me for it.”   
 Nonetheless, with 
every new beginning comes 
an equally new way of life, 
and for the cross country 
team it came in the form of 
some big changes. 
 “New things and 
change can be scary,” Breger 
explains. But there are two 
sides to every coin. “New 
and change can be refreshing, 
and the love of the sport can 
return.” 
 And it already has, 
ten-fold. Junior Jess Martin 
illustrates this excitedly. 
“This season I definitely feel 
a lot stronger with all the 

freedom and escape from 
my personal problems… I 
can just focus on myself… It 
teaches me how to be strong 
through tough situations both 
on and off.”
    The women’s CSAC 
Opener second place win 
is only the beginning of a 
story, that of one team’s 
hard-pressed fight for victory 
transformed into a reality. 
And that starts from one 
place: the heart. You’ve got 
to want it. And, boy, do we 
want it. 
 “I think a lot of the 
runners realized what it takes 
to be successful with run-
ning… a lot of girls ran over 
the summer and came into 
preseason already in shape.” 
Ortiz said. Whether it be 
down-pouring rain or dead 
heat, the cross country team 
will be out at practice giving 
it their all. “Our strongest 
point is that our team is so 
close, and we can count on 
each other to never give up. 

By Morgan Haller

For love of 
running:
cross country team 
geared up to win

Prof. Stephen Davis puts his Stage Combat students through their paces.
                                                                                           Photo: Corey Spina

Campus moments


