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It was all hands on deck as resident students sailed into port on Move-In Day 2014. The sun was barely 
over the yardarm on the morning of Saturday, August 23, when a seaworthy move-in crew stood at 
attention, ready to welcome students with strong arms and cries of “Ahoy, mate!” Getting the gear 
stowed in dorms and helping landlubbers get their “C-legs” is all part of the annual fall event, which 
was followed by registration and orientation activities for the entire College community.
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NEWS from the Dome

Centenary, County Team Up 
for New Education Program

 NEWS from the Dome

A Centenary College service project has 
brought together an academic program 
and community service organizations to 
design clothing that will improve patient 
experience in hospitals or at cancer 
treatment centers while also empowering 
women living in shelters.

Enchanted Makeovers collaborated 
with Centenary’s Fashion Design and 
Merchandising Department and its Enactus 
chapter to design the clothing.

Trustee Ellen Baars-Banks ’93 is COO of 
Enchanted Makeovers, a national non-profit 
whose mission is to transform shelters for 
women and children into places that inspire 
change. Its “Sacred Sewing Room” program 
aims to empower shelter residents by 
teaching them how to sew.

“We realized we had the perfect 
opportunity to put the skills women are 
learning in the sewing rooms to work by 
helping them secure employment,” said 
Baars-Banks. “We wanted to create a 
product that was simple, yet would also 
help improve and transform the lives of 
others. I immediately knew the resources 
and talent to help develop these products 
were at Centenary College.” 

Kristen McKitish ’92, Assistant Professor 
of Fashion Design and Merchandising, 
worked with Baars-Banks and a breast 
cancer patient who was introduced to 
the group by Dr. Kathy Naasz, Assistant 
Professor of Business and Director of the 
Enactus Chapter, to develop a hospital 
gown or port-a-cath top for cancer patients 
through her “Social and Psychological 

Aspects of Clothing” course. Students 
designed hospital gowns and shirts that 
can accommodate port-a-caths during 
chemotherapy treatments.

On October 18, Centenary students 
participated in the Enchanted Makeovers’ 
Sacred Sewing Room opening at the 
Domestic Abuse and Sexual Assault Crisis 
Center at the Georgette Molloy Center in 
Washington, N.J.

To learn more about Enchanted Makeovers, 
visit enchantedmakeovers.org.

And Sew It Goes: Stitching Together Opportunities for Service and Empowerment

Convocation 2014
Keynote Speech Challenges Students to  
Be Ready to Compete Globally H.I.L.L.S.

Dr. Richard Sévère, Assistant Professor of English and Director of the Writing Collaboratory, delivered 
the keynote address at Centenary College’s Convocation and Founder’s Day on September 9. 
He spoke about reinvention of the individual and of the College itself, and challenged first-year 
students to keep a global awareness while forming long-lasting, positive relationships.

Convocation ushers in each academic year, while Founder’s Day recognizes and honors the 
founders of the institution.

Centenary College has partnered with the 
Warren County Special Services School 
District to develop a unique program 
designed to foster independence for 
students with special needs.

The Helping Individuals Learn Life 
Skills (H.I.L.L.S.) House Program offers 
students with disabilities the opportunity 
to develop daily living skills, before 
transitioning them to community-based 
activities.

As part of their curriculum, Centenary 
undergraduate education students 
will observe and volunteer at house 
programs. “The students will work with 
teachers in an authentic setting,” said Dr. 
Timothy Frederiks, Assistant Professor of 
Education at Centenary College. He said 
that as the program grows, there will be 
many more opportunities for Centenary 
students, including the potential for 
research and graduate work.
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DID YOU  
KNOW?

For the third year running, Centenary 
College was one of only nine institutions 
nationwide selected to host a Fulbright 
Gateway Orientation, a week-long 
program designed to acclimate top 
scholars from across the globe to living 
and studying in the U.S. From August 
4–8, 70 students from 40 countries were 
welcomed to campus for interactive 
workshops on alleviating culture shock 
and navigating the political and academic 
cultures of their host country. 

Whether tackling harder classes, declaring 
a major or starting over as a transfer 
student, sophomores face a lot of pressure. 
Joshua Walker ’10/14, formerly Director 
of First and Second Year Experiences and 
Director of Career Services, recognized the 
issue and asked, “What can we do for our 
sophomores?”

The answer was the Second Year Experience 
(SYE) program, which builds off of the First 
Year Experience (FYE) program’s decade of 
success. The SYE program is about focused 
self-exploration. “Freshman year, we want 
students to look at the campus and get 
involved with it. During their sophomore 
year, we want students to look inside and 
ask, ‘Where do I belong?’” Walker said.

New to the SYE program are Second Year 
Peers (SYPs). In FYE, First Year Leaders 
follow a structured procedure. The SYPs 
relate more as equals with the sophomores.

Dr. Christine Floether ’87, Associate 
Professor of Psychology and Director of 
Academic Transition, said that sophomores 
are ready to ask key questions such as, “How 
do I navigate the major? How do I navigate 
getting ready for the work force?” 

The new program stands to relieve some 
of the stresses of sophomore year. From an 
academic viewpoint, Dr. Floether envisions 
the program growing to include major-
specific panel discussions with industry 
professionals who can share real tales of 
life on the job. “I think that it should be an 
exploration of their major,” said Dr. Floether, 
who also hopes that SYPs will be able to 
share their experiences on internships. 

On the co-curricular side, Walker hopes 
the program will offer second-year students 
opportunities to broaden their horizons, 
discover their own answers and simply have 
a better sophomore year.

School of Professional Studies 
Goes to Work
Centenary College has long been an innovator in providing accelerated degree programs  
for working professionals. The success of Centenary’s School of Professional Studies  
(SPS) program has not been lost on the media. On July 14, NJBIZ spotlighted SPS in  
“Master’s Plan: Centenary brings classes to workplace.”  

Since 2007, SPS has worked with partner companies to make degree programs accessible to their 
workforce, even holding classes in a company’s own facility. This past May, it awarded a record 86 
degrees, the highest number since the program began.

SPS’s success is due, in part, to its flexibility and convenience. “We recruit on-site, at the  
business location, to build a class from a group of people right in their office,” said  
Michael Graziano, SPS Director of Enrollment. “Employees have the convenience  
of walking from their office right into the classroom.”

The partnership offers unique benefits to companies. Many courses can be  
completed with no impact on an employee’s work schedule, and research  
shows it costs less to educate current employees, rather than hiring and  
training new ones.

Centenary currently has agreements with 12 companies, including Quick Chek  
and UPS. In some cases, corporate partners provide employees with complete  
tuition reimbursement. Degree programs are available at the Associate, Bachelor  
and Master levels, with rolling admissions throughout the year.

H Edison

H Hackettstown
H Parsippany

H
Your Office

Bringing Sophomore Year into Focus
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Centenary’s Equestrian Center teamed  
up with Dr. Jeffrey J. Thomason, 
Professor of Biomedical Sciences for 
the University of Guelph in Ontario, 
Canada, to conduct a study on footing, 
the relationship between the individual 
conformation — the degree of 
correctness of a horse’s bone structure, 
musculature and its body proportions — 
of a sample of horses in relation to their 
interaction with different surfaces. 

The project started when Karen Leeming, 
co-owner of FootingFirst, LLC, one 
of North America’s premier indoor 
and outdoor arena footing specialists, 
recommended that Dr. Thomason reach 
out to Kelly Martin Munz, Professor of 
Equine Studies at Centenary College. 
“Centenary has great students and 
competitive horses, as well as the sheer 
support and interest for this study,”  
said Leeming.

The study, which took place in June at 
Centenary’s Equestrian Center in Long 
Valley, N.J., involved roughly 20 horses, 
which were analyzed over five days. 
Professor Munz, along with Dr. Lynn 
Taylor, Professor of Equine Studies, and 
Sarah Simms, Assistant Professor of 
Equine Studies, facilitated the project. 
Sensors were used to calculate how hard 
a horse’s hoof hit the ground, the amount 
of slide and any strain on the hoof. 

The horses were tested on different 
surfaces, including grass, stone dust, a 
European geotextile mixed with silica 
sand and TravelRight, a synthetic footing 
introduced by FootingFirst, LLC. Dr. 
Thomason will use the findings from 
Centenary to help formulate a more 
comprehensive study to be completed 
back in Canada, and hopes to publish his 
results in an academic journal.

 NEWS from the Dome

They look like the grass shrimp that are native to the New York/
New Jersey area, but the bright orange bands on their walking 
legs tag them as an invasive species known as Japanese shrimp. 
On June 25, CBS News featured Centenary’s very own Dr. 
Lauren Bergey in a story about the tiny invaders. 

Dr. Bergey, Mathematics and Natural Sciences Department Chair, 
Associate Professor of Biology and Director of Environmental 
Programs, detailed the importance of monitoring the smaller 
members of the food chain. “Things that are on your table 
wouldn’t exist but for these little, tiny species that are the staple 
of their diet,” she said.

The invasive Japanese shrimp are a potential threat to the 
grass shrimp native to the East Coast, Dr. Bergey explained. 
Researchers are concerned that their presence could cause a 
cascade effect, potentially upsetting the whole local ecosystem. 

For Dr. Bergey, answering questions 
such as, “Can they detect and get to 
food faster than our native species?” 
and “Can they avoid a predator 
better?” are crucial to determining 
the invasive shrimps’ impact. 

So far, Dr. Bergey’s lab tests have 
found that while the invasive 
shrimp don’t appear to be any  
faster than native shrimp at 
avoiding predators, their breeding season is more productive 
and lasts significantly longer, which gives them an advantage.

The video of Dr. Bergey’s interview with CBS is available for 
viewing on the network’s New York website. She was also cited 
in a similar story by The Record on June 24.

In the Media

Japanese shrimp 

H      FING IT: 
 

Centenary Equestrian Center Conducts Footing Study 
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Dr. Michael Fugaro, veterinarian and 
Professor of Equine Studies at Centenary 
College, charmed hosts Jaime Jennings and 
Glenn the Geek of Horses in the Morning, 
a live morning radio show with an equine 
theme, while covering the important topic 
of Equine Herpesvirus (EHV).

With a horse literally waiting in the cross 
ties, Dr. Fugaro explained some of the 
risks associated with EHV. “By anywhere 
from two to five years of age, most horses 
have been exposed to EHV, at least to 
the respiratory form,” he explained. He 
also clarified the confusing numbering 
system used for the different strains of 
the virus and explained the importance 

of vaccinations and of implementing 
biosecurity measures, especially during 
horse show season. 

“The biggest concern with herpes in the 
horse world is that it’s very contagious and 
it’s spread through aerosolization.” In a 
densely populated venue, such as a horse 
show, horses are at an increased risk for 
exposure. Fortunately, simple measures 
such as limiting contact between the 
animals and disinfecting one’s hands and 
bridles after contact can go a long way 
toward keeping a horse healthy.

To hear the rest of Dr. Fugaro’s interview, 
visit www.horsesinthemorning.com and 
search for the episode with air date July 23.

New Program Addresses Healthcare Leadership Under the Affordable Care Act 
This fall, Centenary College unveiled a new Master of Health Administration 
(MHA) degree. The innovative program is uniquely designed to address 
changing health industry dynamics —— specifically, those resulting from 
of the Affordable Care Act.

“This is such an exciting endeavor for Centenary, as this is 
the first health-related degree we have ever offered,” said 
Centenary College President Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite. 
“The health environment is fundamentally changing, and this 
program will afford our students the development of expertise 
in all vital areas of health administration.”

The MHA program is relevant for all sectors of the health industry, 
including hospitals, pharmaceuticals, physician practice groups and long-

term care organizations. Courses are offered in the evening in a blended 
format, with classes meeting in-person and online. The blended structure 

lets students take two integrated courses per semester, while only 
attending class in-person one night a week.

“The MHA program has been developed for students who are 
in, or want to be in, health care leadership and management 
positions,“ said Dr. Linda L. Hunter, RN, Director and Associate 

Professor, Master of Health Administration Program. “In 
the MHA program, students are afforded the opportunity to 

explore how diverse leadership skills and competencies are 
interrelated, and how they can be successfully applied in this 

evolving healthcare environment.“ 

Dr. Michael Fugaro featured  
on Horses in the Morning Podcast

The Equine Studies Department is rolling out a new B.S. degree 
in Equine Science, Pre-Veterinary Track, to be offered in fall 
2015. This new program responds to rising student interest in the 
sciences, particularly veterinary medicine. 

The program will blend biology and equine studies classes that 
are already offered, giving students a high degree of flexibility 
after graduation. “There are so many other avenues you could 
follow with that type of curriculum,” said Dr. Michael Fugaro, 
veterinarian and Professor of Equine Studies for Centenary 
College. Besides preparing students for veterinary school, the 

program’s strong science base will also equip students to pursue 
careers in pharmaceuticals, research or even medical school. “It 
opens up your opportunities tremendously,” he said.

Dr. Fugaro said he envisions the program as the beginning of a 
whole new school within Centenary College that could offer pre-
med and pre-dental in the future. “I would love this program to 
actually morph into a pre-professional program,” said Dr. Fugaro. 
“This is just one of many things that are going to go on at the 
College to improve academic rigor and start to have more of our 
students going on to graduate school.”

Pre-Veterinary Track Being Offered

Dr. Michael Fugaro, veterinarian and Professor 
of Equine Studies at Centenary College.
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A Conversation with Fred Mangione ’93, Chief Operating 
Officer of the Brooklyn Nets and Barclays Center

It Takes a Team 
to Transform a Team

As Chief Operating Officer of the Brooklyn Nets and Barclays Center, the 
landmark sports and entertainment arena, Fred Mangione ’93 leads an 
award-winning sales and marketing team. He is responsible for marketing, 
branding, sales plans, customer relationship management, communications, 
game operations, sponsorships and development of strategic marketing 
and activation campaigns for both the team and the arena. Under 
his leadership, the Nets moved from last place in the NBA to Top 
5 in gross ticket sales and merchandise sales. Barclays Center 
became the top U.S. venue for ticket sales revenue and tickets 
sold after its first year of operation.

Mangione has been a great supporter and mentor 
to Centenary College graduates, and team-taught 
a course called “Sponsorship and Business 
Development” with fellow Centenary alumnus 
Jamie Ponce ’05, Director of Ticket Sales and 
Service for the New York Red Bulls, and David 
Perricone, Assistant Professor of Sports 
Management at Centenary College. He 
received Centenary’s Distinguished 
Alumni Award in 2012 and served as 
the keynote speaker for Centenary’s 
Third Annual Sports Management 
Conference in March 2014. A 
native of Jefferson, N.J., Mangione 
received his Bachelor of Science 
degree in business management and 
marketing from Centenary. 

He took time out of his very busy schedule to 
speak with Centenarian. 
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When you played basketball for the 
Cyclones, did you foresee a career in 
basketball?
Playing is a strong word; yes, I was on the 
team. But a career? No. I was actually a 
huge baseball guy growing up. When I got 
on campus, it was the first year they had a 
men’s basketball team and, because I was a 
male, and they needed some bodies, I was 
called. It was a great experience. I formed 
relationships with people with whom I am 
still close. The most… lucrative… of those 
relationships has to be with teammate 
Paul Santumo ’93, who introduced me to 
his sister, Jennifer, who is now my wife.

As a business management major, how 
did you wind up in sports management?
At the end of the day, sports marketing 
is business. It might look a bit more sexy 
and more appealing, but it’s still a business. 
There are budgets and ROI to hit; you 
have to pay the bills for high-end athletes. 
You’ve got to have business acumen. I was 
about to enter a training program for a 
pharmaceutical rep position, because that 
was where the money was when I got out 
of school. Then I got a call from a friend 
about an open sales position in sports. It 
was a secondary sports team and I got $8 
an hour and 10 percent commission with 
no benefits. If I finished top three out of 15 
sales people I’d get a full-time job the next 
year — so I did that. I moved on, did some 
different things, and eventually landed 
here with the Nets. I’m now entering my 
fifteenth season here.

You’ve been a great mentor for Centenary 
students; did you have a mentor in college 
who helped guide you?
Not at the time, but a gentleman named 
Mike Catapano ’92, who is currently on 
the Board of Trustees for the College, has 
been a sort of mentor. He was our dorm 
leader when I arrived at school and he was 
the first one out of the gate when it came to 
getting into the job field. I was best man at 
his wedding and we’re godparents for each 
other’s children. A bunch of us leaned  
on him for some life experience because  
he got to put on a suit and tie before 
anyone else in our group, and he told 
us what it was really like out there. For 
his guidance through the years I will be 
forever grateful.

Are you a sports super fan? 
I don’t have time to follow sports the way 
I used to because I’m too busy. But you 
always have to be passionate about what 
you’re doing. My friends all say they don’t 
like going to games with me, even socially, 
because I’m more worried about who 
bought the sponsorship, how many people 
are in attendance… I’m always scouting 
out what’s going on around me. I do the 

same thing when I’m home with my kids. 
It’s just in my DNA now. I’ve always been 
a huge sports fan, a passionate Yankees 
and Jets fan. 

Is there a specific Mangione approach to 
team building?
My first approach is to try to hire people 
smarter than me. I’m very open; I don’t 
believe in secrets when it comes to 
my staff. I give them all the resources 
possible and I just trust them. If you 
have to micromanage someone, then you 
probably shouldn’t have hired them. It’s a 
tough business; it’s a lot of hours and your 
teammates and people you work with 
really become your family. For instance, 
we play on Christmas day. While my kids 
are opening up their gifts, I’m in a shirt 
and tie ready to go to the game because 
I have to do my thing no matter what’s 
going on. I’ll be in the office a little after 
7 AM every day, but on a game night I 
might not get home until almost 11 PM. 
And as hard as I’m working, my crew is 
working even harder. 

What is it about Centenary students that 
attracts you, as an employer?
Centenary students don’t have a sense of 
entitlement. They worked for everything 

they have and it resonates when they get 
into the workplace. When I look at people 
from Centenary, they’re gritty, they’re 
grinders. Even the kids I’m meeting today 
want to get ahead. I currently work with 
two terrific Centenarians, Elisa Padilla ’92,  
Senior Vice President of Global Marketing, 
and Drew Green ’93 — whom I played 
ball with at Centenary — our Senior 
Account Manager for VIP Services.

What was it like to move a sports franchise 
from New Jersey to Brooklyn?
We were still trying to pay the bills in New 
Jersey — we only had six players under 
contract and we were one of the worst 
teams in the NBA — as we were prepping 
for our move to Brooklyn. The Seattle 
Supersonics, who are a defunct NBA 
team, actually sold more merchandise 
than we did our last year in Jersey.
We’ve come a long way. We were 27th 
in ticket sales when we left New Jersey 
and now we’re number five just in two 
years. We were 31 in merchandise sales 
and now we’re three. The chance to open 
up a brand new venue doesn’t happen a 
lot in sports, so I tell everyone who was 
with me, ‘No matter what happens, you’ll 
always have that you opened Barclays 
Center. It’s going to outlive us all.’

What advice would you offer a student 
looking to get into sports marketing? 
I’d say to them to get internships and meet 
everybody. Someone like me will open a 
door, but you’re going to have to keep the 
door open. Follow up. There are so many 
tools today that can help you connect 
with employers: E-mail. Social network. 
Now you can do things to make it happen 
for yourself. 

    

 COVER story

Fred Mangione ’93 will be the 
Commencement Speaker for 
the 140th January Graduation 
and Commencement, January 
10, 2015. He recently served as 
Keynote Speaker at Centenary’s 
Third Annual Sports Management 
Conference in March. 
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 FEATURE Story

Circle of Influence: President’s Circle Nears $20K Endowed Scholarship Goal 
The President’s Circle announced at their October 2014 meeting that it is 
closing in on its initial goal of placing $20,000 in an endowed scholarship. 
The news was unexpected, since initial projections estimated it 
would take 10 years to endow the scholarship. But the group 
has nearly reached its goal in half the time.

“I am not at all surprised to hear that the President’s Circle 
is close to their goal,” said Centenary College President Dr. 
Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite. “After all, this is the President’s 
Circle that agreed to raise $1 million for the David and 
Carol Lackland Center. When they reached $1 million, they 
set a new goal of $1.5 million. They reached that, too!”

The plan to endow a scholarship named for the President’s Circle 
began in 2010. Each member agreed to contribute $100 annually, 
in addition to the $1,000 they contribute to the Centenary Fund. At the time, 
former President’s Circle Chair Suzee Wallbank Rowland ’57 stressed that 
larger donations would be gladly accepted. Clearly, some members took 
her seriously, as the group nears their goal six years ahead of schedule.

To date, the group has raised $18,500 after expenses. The first $1,000 
collected each year was distributed as a scholarship, with the rest going 

toward the $20,000 endowment goal.

Scholarship winner Marisa Galfo ’16 said the award was 
significant beyond the money and recognition. “Receiving 

the President’s Circle Scholarship proves to me that hard 
work pays off and does not go unnoticed,” she said. 
Galfo said she felt honored to have the opportunity to 

meet and thank the members of the President’s Circle in 
person. “I wanted to thank everyone who was involved with 

nominating me for the scholarship. I am extremely thankful 
and very proud to be a Centenary Cyclone,” she said.

The Circle’s success is a happy reminder that long-term goals do 
not necessarily mean a long-term wait. According to Dr. Lewthwaite, “The 
President’s Circle has established a perfect working model for any group 
that wants to permanently endow a scholarship, but also enjoy the rewards 
of awarding a student immediately.”

Marisa Galfo ’16

For these hardworking young women, having their efforts 
rewarded with scholarships was an unexpected honor.

Camille Dawson ’15 received the Diane “DD” Sillcocks ’54 
Memorial Endowed Scholarship, which goes to students within 
the communications or performing arts fields. “Being considered 
means a lot,” she said. “Not everyone is selected for these 
individual scholarships.” 

Erika Peterson ’15 was the inaugural recipient of the Elaine 
Stewart Tyrrell Memorial Scholarship, named in honor of an 
adjunct professor at Centenary College who passed away from 

ALS in 2013. The scholarship is designated for students within 
the Criminal Justice program. Peterson said she felt especially 
honored after learning she and Professor Tyrrell attended the 
same high school and simultaneously worked at the Morris 
County Prosecutor’s Office. 

Jessica Martin ’17 and Jessica Del Valle ’17 were both awarded the 
Centenary College Campus Lions Club Scholarship. Del Valle also 
received the Linne Family Scholarship. According to Del Valle, 
“with so many responsibilities, you wonder if you’re juggling 
everything right.”  Two scholarships later, she admitted, “I must be 
doing something right.” 

Scholarship recipients Jessica Del Valle ’17, Jessica Martin ’17, Camille Dawson ’15 and Erika Peterson ’15.

Scholarship Stars
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Determination. Hard work. And the 
support of Centenary’s dedicated and 
accessible faculty helped R.J. Swingle ’10 
make a long-held dream come true.

Swingle was recently National Board 
Certified as a Doctor of Chiropractic. The 
Phillipsburg, N.J., resident graduated in 
the top three of his class from New York 
Chiropractic College (NYCC) in Seneca 
Falls, N.Y. 

Dr. Swingle became interested in 
chiropractic when he was young; he made 
it the topic of a seventh-grade English 
assignment. As he grew older, his passion 
for helping others grew, leading him to 
explore careers in health care. Chiropractic 
suited his personal beliefs about healing. 
“I saw too many family members take 
prescriptions and need more prescriptions 

to combat the side effects of the original 
medication. Chiropractic treatments allow 
people to heal without the use of drugs or 
surgery,” said Dr. Swingle. 

The supportive faculty at Centenary College 
helped him realize his dreams. He recalled 
a senior year biology project assigned 
by Dr. Lauren Bergey, now Mathematics 
and Natural Sciences Department Chair, 
Associate Professor of Biology and Director 
of Environmental Programs. 

Students were asked to shadow a 
professional in the field they wanted 
to pursue. According to Dr. Swingle, 
Dr. Bergey helped him find a local 
chiropractor whom he then observed 
at work for many weeks. “I was able to 
witness major success stories of patients. 
Hearing about the positive impacts of 
chiropractic was great, but when I was able 
to see it every day, I knew 100 percent that 

this is the profession I needed to be in.”

Once enrolled at NYCC, Dr. Swingle came 
to further appreciate the work ethic he 
learned at Centenary. While many of his 
classmates struggled to keep up with the 
coursework, Dr. Swingle hit the ground 
running. “I was already equipped with the 
tools to study, and I credit the professors 
at Centenary College for that. They had 
an open-door policy that allowed me to 
constantly improve my study skills and 
learn more efficiently.” 

The rigorous chiropractic program at 
NYCC runs 45 weeks a year for 3 1/2 
years. Dr. Swingle had to complete 4,695 
hours of coursework, the equivalent of five 
academic years. 

And while many of his classmates were 
single, Dr. Swingle had a fiancée, a son and 

three stepchildren at home in New Jersey. 
They kept in touch every night with a 
video chat, and on alternate weekends, Dr. 
Swingle would drive 226 miles each way to 
visit his family.

His stepson, Nicholas, missed him so 
much that he joined him in Seneca Falls 
for two years. Dr. Swingle’s young son, 
Zackary, also moved upstate. Dr. Swingle 
found time in his busy schedule to coach 
the boys’ wrestling teams.

While being away from his family 
was difficult, Dr. Swingle said it was 
necessary to complete his studies. “This 
whole experience has taught me that 
there is nothing more rewarding than 
accomplishing a goal which takes a lot 
of sacrifice to achieve the end result. My 
graduation ceremony was so satisfying for 
me because it took a lot for me to get to 
that point.”

Dr. Swingle now works with Dr. Fred Rossi 
at Maximized Living offices in Phillipsburg 
and Stirling. Dr. Rossi treats the United 
States Wrestling Team, accompanying 
them to tournaments all over the world, 
including the 2012 London Olympics. 

“I am so pleased to work with Dr. Swingle,” 
Dr. Rossi said. “He has a genuine desire 
to make a positive impact on the lives of 
others.”

Dr. Swingle couldn’t be happier with his 
undergraduate experience at Centenary. “I 
would encourage every current and future 
Centenary student to take advantage of 
professors’ willingness to give students 
extra help,” he said. “I could see that they 
truly wanted to see their students learn 
and prepare them for their future careers. 
To this day, I still receive congratulatory 
messages from Centenary professors and 
inquiries about how I am doing.”

Priorities in Alignment

“I would encourage every current and future 
Centenary student to take advantage of professors’ 
willingness to give students extra help.”                                                    Chiropractor Dr. R.J. Swingle ’10

R.J. Swingle ’10 masters the tools for success at Centenary
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 ADVANCING Centenary

Nancy “Missy” Keely Bell ’61 and her husband, James, 
superimposed on the CitiField jumbotron.

“Suite” Day at CitiField
Centenary celebrated its 17th Annual 
Scholarship Gala, themed “Celebrating 
Centenary’s Global Community,” at  
the David and Carol Lackland Center  
on June 19. Nancy “Missy” Keely  
Bell ’61 and her husband, James, were 
top bidders at the Gala’s live auction 
for a Mets suite package. 

The annual Scholarship Gala has 
raised more than $2.6 million for the 
Centenary College Scholarship Fund 
since its inception.

    Celebrating Our 
HISTORY
   Forging Our  
        FUTURE

Centenary College and its students depend upon your Annual Gift to The Centenary 
Fund to BRIDGE THE GAP between tuition dollars and the total cost of a Centenary 
education. We need YOUR HELP and we are counting on YOUR SUPPORT for: 
• Scholarships 
• Cyclone Athletics  

• Equine Studies 
• Academics 

• General Operations 
• And much more!

Please make a gift TODAY.

 Give Online: alumni.centenarycollege.edu
 Give by Phone: (908) 852-1400, ext. 2336
 Give by Mail: Send the attached envelope.
 
  For more information, please contact the Office  
  of College Relations: (908) 852-1400, ext. 2336.

Every 
Gift
Really 
Does 
Matter!

Griffin Brettler ’18 peers through a microscope.

Alexis Wilson ’17 and high school  
student John Daudelin work with  
pulleys in the physics lab.
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Service Highlights
The Class of 2018 continued the Centenary 
College tradition of service during 
Community Plunge on August 25. Students 
worked on service projects throughout the 
area, including  the Centenary Community 
Garden, the Centenary Equestrian Center in 
Long Valley, N.J., the Foodshed Alliance in 
Blairstown, N.J. and Hillside Foodbank in 
Hillside, N.J.

Students help harvest organically grown crops 
at America’s Grow-A-Row in Pittstown, N.J.

The Midnight Run is a service event that 
Centenary students participate in on a monthly 
basis. Midnight Run is a non-profit union 
of more than 100 churches, schools and 
communities in the metropolitan area and 
throughout the United States. It was established 
to deliver clothing, blankets, food and toiletries 
to the homeless.

During the week prior to each Midnight Run, 
volunteers meet to collect and organize. }|On 
the day of the run, students make and package 
bagged meals, load clothing and supplies into 
vans and leave Centenary around 8:30 PM for 
the hour-long drive to the first stop. 

All Centenary College students 
are required to perform a 
minimum of 10 hours of 
community service during 
their college career.

New Laboratories Open in Trevorrow Hall
Science programs are expanding at Centenary College, and now they have a home in state-
of-the-art laboratory classrooms. The renovation of the second floor of Trevorrow Hall turned 
50-year-old labs for biology, chemistry and physics into modern facilities with new technology, 
fittings and lighting. A new elevator will open up to a student lounge space on each floor.

Office space was consolidated to one location in the building, and the reallocation of space 
also left room for a new lab preparation room.

The renovation was made possible in part through the State of New Jersey’s Building 
Our Future Bond Act, 2012’s voter-approved bond program for higher education capital 
improvements and from generous friends and alumni like Carol Harvey Barrows ’61 and  
Bill Barrows.

Kara Kansfield ’17 and Arianna Palmieri ’16 in the new sciences lecture hall.
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Scholar-Athletes 
Setting the Pace

Record-Setting Leadership
Cyclone Men’s Soccer defender Reid 
Meeker ’14 of Phillipsburg, N.J., is the 
kind of man who gets the job done. 

He was named Colonial States Athletic 
Conference (CSAC) Male Scholar Athlete 
of the Year for 2014 — the first Centenary 
athlete to earn the coveted prize. He served 
as president of the CSAC Student-Athlete 
Advisory Committee Executive Board 
for two years, was selected twice as a 
Capital One Academic All-American by 
the College Sports Information Directors 
of America and earned scholar all-region 
honorable mention recognition from the 
National Soccer Coaches Association of 
America in 2013.

Yet, when asked about his greatest 
achievement, he mentions a completely 
different record. 

“I’ve played the most matches of any 
soccer player at Centenary,” he says, “and 
I started every single match since coming 
here. It’s a record: most games played.” 
Any college soccer fan will understand 
what an achievement that is. Between 
the 6 AM practices, exams, papers, bad 
weather and general stress of college 
life, very few student-athletes are able to 
play — much less start — every game for 
four straight years. “I always wanted to be 
there,” said Meeker, who served as Men’s 
Soccer co-captain his junior year and 
captain his senior year. “Being captain 
was a great honor. So I wanted to be on 
the field, delivering for my team.” 

Clearly, his cleats were exactly where they 
belonged, because under his leadership, 
the Cyclones won their first conference 

title and went to the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association tournament for the 
first time in school history. 

Meeker’s dedication to his sport 
is mirrored in his commitment to 
academics — demonstrated by his 3.87 
GPA as a mathematics major — as well 
as to his community. During his tenure 
at Centenary, he has raised money for 
breast cancer awareness, Hurricane 
Sandy relief, clean drinking water for the 
Dominican Republic and for a local child 
with leukemia. He has also organized a 
wheelchair basketball event for a local 
food bank.

Meeker will graduate at the January 
Commencement with a certification to 
teach mathematics and students with 
disabilities. 

 CYCLONES roundup

Reid Meeker ’14
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Sports Ambassador  
With a double major in Business Administration and Sports Management, and 
several years as point guard for the Centenary Cyclones, Natalia Ortega ’15 has 
clearly learned how to blend her sports and business skills. During a recent two-
month internship with the Women’s National Basketball Association (WNBA) 
Chicago Sky, Ortega ranked No. 1 out of eight intern sales reps, generating more 
than $3,000 in sales. 

Upon arriving in Chicago in June, Ortega found that her colleagues had been 
selling since March. But she was undaunted. The scholar-athlete drew confidence 
from her previous academic and professional experience — including working a 
concession stand at the National Football League championship game at MetLife 
Stadium — and dove in.

“The Big Game was fun — but it was a long day,” she said. “We worked for 
almost 24 hours. We really enjoyed seeing the pre-game set-up of the TV 
cameras and so on, but the madness began when the game actually started! I 
think we all got an ‘A’ for that.” 

Her internship in Chicago was a more manageable nine-to-six, 40-hour week, 
selling tickets and access opportunities to fans. “Sport is an important way to 
bring families and communities together,” said Ortega. “So I made sure everyone 
who came out for one of our events had a positive experience and a great 
memory.” She also took a great deal of pride in introducing people to the WNBA. 
“A lot of people don’t know much about the WNBA, so my goal was to show 
them how family-friendly and fun it is.” 

Natalia Ortega ’15

Laura Potter ’15

Senior Forward Finds Community In Soccer
Women’s Soccer co-captain Laura Potter ’15 hoped to make the most of her 
last season as a Cyclone by getting to the conference championship, which had, 
until this season, remained just out of reach. Her wish came true when the 
Cyclones defeated Gwynedd Mercy University in the All-Colonial States Athletic 
Conference (CSAC) semifinals, making it to the championship game, where 
they were bested by No. 1 seed Cabrini College.

In her Cyclones career, Potter started 70 of 74 games played and scored 38 goals, 
including seven game winners. She made All-CSAC First Team two years in a 
row, earned a spot on the All-CSAC Honorable Mention team for the 2014-2015 
season, the CSAC All-Academic Team for 2013–14 and was inducted into the 
National College Athlete Honor Society.

Her accomplishments are even more impressive considering the personal 
tragedies that threatened to sideline her college soccer career before it even 
began. Just weeks after starting her first season, Hurricane Irene devastated her 
hometown of Gilboa, N.Y. She then lost two friends in accidents. Potter credits 
the support of her teammates and head coach Kevin Davies with helping her 
cope. “Everyone rallied behind me. I would not have been able to get through 
any of it without them,” she said. 

In August, the team ran a soccer clinic in Costa Rica for underprivileged kids. 
“Even though we couldn’t speak to each other, we were communicating through 
soccer,” she said, still amazed by soccer’s communal spirit.  
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1939 
Carol Olsen-Voorhees
40 Sergeantsville Road
Flemington, NJ 08822-1584
(908) 782-5373
corkyjo@netzero.net

1940
Position Open

1941
Position Open

1942
Edith Bolte Kutz
4561 Oak Tree Court
Delray Beach, FL 33445
(561) 498-4388
ediekutz@aol.com

1943 
Georgine Hill Mendillo
80 Cedar Street, Apt. 331 
Branford, CT 06405
(850) 625-3340

1944 
Virginia George Hook
553 Rosemont Ringoes Road
P.O. Box 93 
Sergeantsville, NJ 08557-0093
(609) 397-0553 

Virginia George Hook writes: On 
March 15, I attended an AAEB 
meeting on campus and afterwards 
drove to Flemington, NJ, to get 
calcium pills. While getting out of 

my car, the wind took me down and 
I broke my hip. I spent the summer 
recovering and also enjoyed a 
visit from Pat White Davidson, her 
husband Harold, their daughter, 
Cynthia, and Cynthia’s husband. 
It was such a nice get together. I 
attended homecoming, which was 
lovely, but was disappointed that 
only myself and Stella Tarabicos 
Katsanos were there to celebrate 
our 70th reunion. I would love to 
hear from any of you — please call 
or write!

 1945 70th REUNION 
Hope to see you at Family and 
Alumni Weekend, Fall 2015 

Barbara Wheatley Murray
89 Kensington Road 
Bronxville, NY 10708-1406
(914) 337-2134

Barbara Wheatley Murray writes: 
I had a lovely letter from Betty 
Swenson Bahr, the classmate with 
the golden curls. Marrying in 1947 
in Manila, the Philippines, her 
husband helped rebuild there in 
the postwar era. He was sent to 
many locations that Betty and family 
enjoyed. Widowed nine years, 

Make Your Class Notes Stand Out!
We welcome news of interest to your classmates. Notes will be 
edited for consistency and space. Please help us by keeping your 
news brief, but take advantage of posting longer notes on our 
alumni website. Photos should be high resolution; when in doubt, 
use your camera’s highest resolution setting. 

The next Class News and Notes deadline is May 1, 2015. 

Submit via e-mail: boothk@centenarycollege.edu;  
fax (908) 852-3256; or mail to Alumni Office, Centenary College, 
400 Jefferson St., Hackettstown, NJ 07840.

 CLASS news & notes

As a member of the AAEB and a Trustee of the College, we hear, 
time and again, how an excellent Centenary education has set so 
many on the path of success. Alumnae tell us how the challenging 

and productive years at Centenary College helped them build intellectual 
foundations and devoted friendships that have endured for decades. 

As Booker T. Washington once said, “The most useful and influential people in America are those who take the deepest 
interest in institutions that exist for the purpose of making the world better.” With so many accomplished Centenary women 
doing their part to improve our world, we believe the College that we all love has earned the gratitude and consideration of all 
of its alumni, male or female.

Centenary is a small college. That means your donation — whatever the size — has a much greater impact on our students 
than a similar donation to a much larger school. Therefore, on behalf of the Board as well as all Centenarians, past and future, 
we invite you to make Centenary a philanthropic priority, as we have. 

When you remember Centenary with your generosity, you honor the work, the play and the personal growth you 
experienced here. Do your personal journey justice. Centenary College will forever be grateful.

Sincerely,

Virginia George Hook ’44   M. Alden Siegel    

Carol Olsen-Voorhees ’39 and  
Helen Little Alden ’39 enjoyed some 
quality time together at Family and 
Alumni Weekend.

Make Centenary a priority. Give today.
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Betty lives with her devoted dog, Eli 
Manning, named for the football star. 
Daughter Barbara travels Europe, 
Asia and the U.S. for a military 
contractor. Barbara’s son was retired 
from the U.S. Coast Guard. Betty’s 
daughter, Betsy, is with the Foxwood 
Casino museum. One of Betsy’s 
daughters teaches English in Japan, 
the other is at Harvard studying 
to be a veterinarian. Betty would 
love to hear from classmates at 608 
Celito Drive, New Smyrna, FL 32168. 
Telephone: (386) 427-2619. I just 
enjoyed a visit from my roommate’s 
(Phoebe “Parry” P.J. Tyler) 
stepdaughter, Rose, from Sydney, 
Australia. Rose keeps in touch with 
Parry, in England, weekly by Skype. 
Please send me your news. Do have 
good holidays.

1946
Position Open

1947 
Helen Eckhardt Sheehy
P.O. Box 987
Amagansett, NY 11930-0987
(631) 267-8984
helenggma@aol.com

1948  
Naoma Muller Morgenstein 
300 Plainville Ave - G21
Unionville, CT 06085 
(860) 507-6458
naomaquilts@gmail.com

1949 
Florence Austermuhl Larson
(619) 469-7385
5925 Poppy St.
La Mesa, CA 91942
Rob.Larson@gcccd.edu

 1950 65th REUNION 
Hope to see you at Family and 
Alumni Weekend, Fall 2015 

Ann Messenger-Viau
260 Chatham Road
Harwich, MA 02645-3365 
(508) 432-1049
Geoff10404@yahoo.com

1951  
Eleanor Decker McNaugher
504 Laurel Oak Drive
Valencia, PA 16059-8781
(724) 625-4299
edmjrm@consolidated.net

1952 
Joan Thornton Teller
712 Willow Valley Lakes Drive
Willow Street, PA 17584
(717) 464-6954
jtrtteller@aol.com

1953 
Drusie Fox Jenkins
208 Linden Ponds Way Apt CL 601
Hingham, MA 02043
(781) 740-1769
drusiej@verizon.net 

Drusie Fox Jenkins writes: Four of 
our classmates have sent news this 
time, and I encourage more of you 
to do so. Don’t you enjoy reading 
about long-time college friends? 
I do, and so I urge more of you to 
e-mail or write your news. Pat Drury 
Sullivan wrote that she and John just 
celebrated their 60th anniversary — 
congratulations to you both. Their 
children live in all different states, 
and they have six grandchildren 
and four great-grands. John was 
in the Air Force for 26 years, so 
they’re well travelled, and now 
have lived in Annapolis, MD for 30 
years. Does anyone recall his flying 
over our campus in a yellow Piper 
Cub, dropping Double Bubble 
gum for friends there? Pat Nowack 
Thompson is back doing favorite 
things after having serious health 
issues for two years. She is back to 
swimming, reading, playing bridge 
and enjoying a large vegetable 
garden with lady friends, and she 
has a wonderful man sharing her 
life. Her large family is scattered, 
and they are busy with their families. 
Bev Oetjen Imgrund is fine, and, 
of course, she misses John a great 
deal, but she keeps busy — loves to 
“Facebook” with her grandchildren, 
and she has eight, ranging from 
13 to 24 years old. Bev vacations 
in Ocracoke Island, NC, during 
the summer, and was set for a trip 
to Italy in October. Ellen Rosenau 

Natural Progression

A Return to the Board of Trustees 

For Board of Trustees member Michael Catapano ’92, joining the 
board was like coming full circle. As an accounting student at Centenary 
College, Catapano was the student representative member for the Board 
of Trustees finance committee. Now, the Global Finance Director for 
Corporate FP&A at Marsh & McLennan Companies, Inc., is a bona fide 
board member, serving on both the finance and facilities committees.

As a man with a lot of responsibilities, Catapano said he can always find 
time for the things that are meaningful, and that includes his new role 
as a Trustee. “When faced with a limited number of hours, I certainly find 
that devoting my time to Centenary is valuable to me, and to my family 
as well.”

Catapano credits the support of his wife, Kim Elliott Catapano ’91, as 
a key component of his involvement with the board. Every family has 
to balance work, family and extracurricular life, but since Kim is also a 
Centenary alumna, “she understands why we would want to focus our 
time and energy with the college.”

Catapano is happy to contribute his professional insight toward the 
development of the College. “Centenary has always been supportive of 
its alumni,” he said. “It would be a missed opportunity not to be involved. 
It’s rewarding to be able to give back to Centenary.”

Michael Catapano ’92

Virginia George Hook ’44, Centenary 
College President Dr. Barbara-Jayne 
Lewthwaite and Stella Tarabicos 
Katsanos ’44 during Family and 
Alumni Weekend.
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 CLASS news & notes

1. Ye Ji Moon from Dongduk 
University, Seoul, Korea, and 
Ilkwon Kim from Hoseo University, 
Cheonan, Korea, wore traditional 
Korean wedding attire. 2. Kathleen 
Eastman, Centenary Information 
Systems Manager, Dr. Barbara-Jayne 
Lewthwaite, President of Centenary 
College and Jacqueline McRae 
Jones-Banks ‘04/06. 3. Ellen Fiencke 
Whitaker ’63 and Gary Whitaker 
visited the Equestrian Center.  
4. Lynn Moran ’88, President’s Circle 
Chair, Marisa Galfo ’16, President’s 
Circle Endowed Scholarship 
recipient, and Dr. Barbara-Jayne 
Lewthwaite, President of Centenary 
College . 5. Margie Kerwein ’15, 
Student Recognition Awards 
recipient and Emilie Bush ’15, AAEB 
member, pictured with Christopher 
Linne ‘02/04, Associate Professor 
of Sociology and Criminal Justice.  
6. Stan Kula ’07, Senior Director of 
Major Gifts at Centenary College and 
Gabriela Vega ’15, who participated 
in a historical tour.  7. Emily Hawley 
Walker ‘10/14, Director of the 
Annual Fund, Josh Walker ‘10/14, 
Director of Career Services, and their 
puppy, Winston.

1

2

Family and
Alumni Weekend

3

2

4

5

6 7

1 6  T H E  C E N T E N A R I A N



Lawrence and her husband, Gordon, 
keep busy with their grandchildren, 
and many other things. He has 
recovered from cancer, and is able 
to do volunteer work once again, 
plus he enjoys bridge and poker, 
and using the YMCA. Ellen paints, 
plays Majong and goes swimming 
for good exercise. They are in 
Florida on Long Boat Key in Sarasota 
in the winter, and have done a lot of 
traveling over the years on Grand 
Circle trips. Their grandchildren 
keep them busy, and they attend 
graduations when possible. 

As for myself, Norm and I keep 
busy here at Linden Ponds in 
Hingham, MA, (a wonderful life 
care community) for nine months 
of the year, then spend June to 
September in Chatham, MA. We 
have a great combination, and the 
children and “grands” love to spend 
time on the Cape. Their ages now 
range from eight to 26, and we have 
great times with them. We had a 
Jenkins family reunion in July, seeing 
some of the youngest cousins for 
the first time. Also, I have met two 
Centenary alumni here at Linden 
Ponds, and wonder whether there 
could be others here. I look forward 
to hearing from more of you for the 
next issue of Centenarian.

1954 
Gwen Kennedy Butz
Westin Innisbrook Resort 
36750 US Highway 19 North
Palm Harbor, FL 34684
(727) 943-3772
jackbutz@aol.com

Gwen Kennedy Butz writes: I am 
sorry we did not get to Centenary 
for our 60th reunion. Unfortunately, 
on our way to Vermont, we had 
a terrible auto accident on the 
Philadelphia Turnpike. We received 
some bumps and lumps, but we 
are ok, and only the under part of 
the car was destroyed. On our first 
day here, Jack’s knee went out and 
we have seen two surgeons. Their 
conclusions were to take it easy, 
drive back to Florida and have 
therapy, play a little golf, and, if it 
hurts, have the operation. We have 
a new member of our family, Seth 
Brand, our new great-grandson. His 
mother, Jenny, and her husband, 
Jared, brought him into this world 
last December. Jenny’s mother is 
our daughter Debby Montgomery. 
Unfortunately, Deb’s husband 
died a few years ago. Deb’s oldest 
son Cristopher is an Osprey pilot 
for the Marines and he married a 
helicopter pilot in the Army, and 
Jim, our youngest son, has a young 
man, Daniel, who is in the Navy 

training to be a pilot. Our second 
son, Bradley, just retired as a full 
Colonel after spending 28 years 
in the Air Force. We are certainly a 
military family and very proud of 
all. I recently had a Centenary lunch 
with Mary Ellen Kottgen McKenna, 
Leslie Field Dunbar and Lois Miller 
Beardwood. We had four hours of 
laughing and reminiscing about 
our wonderful years at Centenary. 
Dave and Carol Burgess Lackland 
had a delightful summer at their 
beach house. Upon arriving home, 
Dave had a few health problems 
but at the moment he is feeling 
much better. I talked with Debby 
Winne Markowitz and she is hoping 
to relocate in Virginia. On our trip 
through Philadelphia, we will see 
her. Her son is getting married in 
Philadelphia in November. I also 
talked with Vada Rittenhouse 
Timko. She talked with Bunny Cowie 
Browne and Lois Caffrey Peterson. 
Unfortunately, none of the girls will 
be at the reunion because of family 
situation or health problems. We will 
leave for Florida in a few days and 
arrive home November 1. God bless 
one and all and hope you will have a 
healthy and happy 2015. 

 1955 60th REUNION 
Hope to see you at Family and 
Alumni Weekend, Fall 2015 

Eleanor Rausch Greene
3400 SE Aster Lane
Apt. 221
Stuart, FL 34994
(772) 678-4884
lisagreene@comcast.net

1956  
Phyllis Cotter Graf
46 Dennison Road
Essex, CT 06426-1351
(860) 767-2328
ggraf2@comcast.net

1957  
Alice “Baynes” MacLea Hobbs
2814 Canyon Creek Drive
San Angelo, TX 76904-7004
(325) 944-3017
abhobbs75@yahoo.com

1958 
C. Joy Riddell 
101 East McNab Road #210
Pompano Beach, FL 33060-9278 
(954) 784-4878
joyriddell@gmail.com

1959  
Ann Hufnagel Rafferty
c/o Sue Hufnagel
258 Ash Point Drive
Owl Head, ME 04854
(610) 352-9516
araffert@adphila.org

Thais McAleece Haines
23 Bayville Way
Waretown, NJ 08758
cell: (609) 384-2289 
home: (609) 549-3411
thaishaines@gmail.com

Doll Spach Siegel
8 Morgan Court
Morristown, NJ 07960
(973) 267-4813
masiegel1@comcast.net

Thais McAleece Haines writes: 
Bob and I moved a year ago to 
Greenbriar Oceanaire in Waretown, 
NJ. It is an adult community with 
every possible amenity and is like 
living in a resort! Plus it has a golf 
course designed by Arthur Hills. 
Waretown is close to Long Beach 
Island, and I am working as a Realtor 
for Island Realty in Surf City. I would 
love to hear from any alumnae!

Doll Spach Siegel had dinner with 
Linda Eppel Prideaux down in 
Florida — they haven’t seen each 
other in 55 years! It was a wonderful 
time and Doll would love to have a 
reunion with any of her classmates in 
the near future.

 1960 55th REUNION 
Hope to see you at Family and 
Alumni Weekend, Fall 2015 

Elizabeth “Betsy” Stanley Thomas
2206 Solmar Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20904
(301) 384-8104
BetsyThms@aol.com

Gail Sylvester Longstreth 
239 Halemaumau Street
Honolulu, HI 96821-2055
(808) 373-4490
rlongstreth@hawaii.rr.com

1961 
Joyce Fierro Velzy
1253A NW Bentley Circle
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986
(772) 873-9008 
joyvelz@juno.com

Joyce Fierro Velzy writes: If anyone 
was in the vicinity of Myrtle Beach 
from September 23–28, all that 
boisterous behavior taking place 
came from four Class of 1961 
classmates having a mini-reunion 
at the beach home of Sue Fippin 
Scattergood! Molly Power Balzer 
described their adventures as 
follows: “Before our reunion began, 
Sue asked each of us what we would 
like her to have on hand when we 
arrived. Betty Gilbert Murray said 
white wine, I said vodka and grape 
juice, Gail Donovan said a gallon 
of non-fat milk! So, can you guess 
how the week went? Gail flew from 
Michigan to New Jersey, spent the 
night with Betty (who does not like to 
fly) and they drove down to Holden 
Beach, NC, the next morning. I 
flew from North Vancouver, BC, to 
Wilmington, NC, and Sue picked me 
up. Sue has a lovely home on the 
beach — four bedrooms and four 
bathrooms — we were spoiled!

We laughed, ate, drank, walked 
the beach. We corrected each 
other’s grammar! We reminisced 
about our days at CCW: Who ran 
the Book Store? What was the gym 
teacher’s name? Luckily, we had 
the ’61 Hack for reference. Gail is 
still knitting! She and a friend are 
driving to Connecticut in the fall for 
a yarn convention. It was great being 
together. Who knows if or when 
we shall meet again…’a pleasure 
postponed is a pleasure lost.’

Sue Fippin Scattergood and her 
husband, Ron, moved to a senior 
community in the town where they 
formerly lived. Sue writes: The new 
house is a bit smaller and has a 

Class of 1961: Betty Gilbert Murray, Gail Donovan, Sue Fippin Scattergood, 
Molly Power Balzer.
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 CLASS news & notes

downstairs bedroom, a small yard 
that is maintained by the HOA and 
is very close to our daughter’s. 
She wanted us close by so she can 
help us in our old age, but so far 
it’s working in her favor — more 
babysitting, etc.! Our new address is 
112 Rockport Ridge Way, Cary, NC 
27519.

Susie Pederson Lamberti and Ann 
“Pottsie” Pascal Marquardt spent an 
afternoon together at the Highland 
Park in Manhattan. Susie writes: Ann 
is as amazingly vivacious, warm and 
caring as she was 55 years ago at 
CCW (sorry, I can’t get away from 
the original acronym!). The last we 
saw each other was in 2013 at a 
“Big Six ‘59” get-together at Nancy 
“Giz” Loewinger’s in Cape Cod, with 
Bobbi Bidwell Gallagher and Gail 
Scagliarini Prince. Ann and I had a 
wonderful time together and we’re 
hoping to see each other in the next 
few months.

1962  
Judi Braddock Andrews
1635 Swansea Place
Westlake Village, CA 91361
(805) 497-1268
judiand1635@yahoo.com
Judi Braddock Andrews writes: Judy 
Blakeslee Hadden is still working 
“per diem” at Hartford Hospital. She 
and Bruce just welcomed their fourth 
“great” grandchild and journeyed 
to Tampa, FL for their grandson’s 
wedding. (To show what a small 
world it is...they were in Hutchinson’s 
Island last year for two months 
around the same time Judy Colton 
Christensen and Dano ventured 
down from Maryland. What a shame 
their paths didn’t cross.) She enjoyed 
a Centenary gathering in Connecticut 
this summer. 

Patsy Nason Stewart had their 
annual La Jolla adventure where 
they enjoyed time with grandkids. 
She saw Linda Van Winkle Watkins 
and Skip when they stopped in 
Phoenix on their way to Hawaii 
where their son lives. 
I still talk with Betsy Zweier Paxton 
several times a month. All is well in 
their neck of the woods (Baldwin, 
MD and Bethany, DE). 
George and I are still traveling 
between Westlake Village, CA and 
Winter Park, FL. Gets a bit hectic but 
as long as we can do it. Family both 
coasts so it is very special. Please....
keep us updated.....Would love to 
hear from you.

1963  
Janice Babcock Johnson
312 E. Fiedler Road
Maple Glen, PA 19002-2714
(215) 628-3642 
jjgolf@comcast.net

Ellen Fiencke Whitaker
7630 Somerset Lane
Manlius, NY 13104 
(315) 692-4750
elw2143@dcccd.edu

Ellen Fiencke Whitaker writes: 
Once again, my husband Gary and 
I wish to thank all those involved 
for the delightful time we had at 
Centenary’s Alumni Weekend in 
October. We experienced such a 
memorable time at my 50th reunion 
last year, we decided to return again 
this year. We were not disappointed. 
We will, most likely, make this an 
annual trip from now on. Everyone 
was so warm, friendly and helpful 
that Gary said he felt more like 
a graduate of Centenary than a 
graduate of the university he actually 
attended. The luncheon for 50 year-
and-older alumni at the home of 
the president was very elegant, and 
made us all feel honored. I guess 
word got out about how special last 

year’s dinner was at the president’s; 
for attendance quadrupled this year. 
The unusual menu obviously took 
some thought and extra preparation. 
Even though we took the campus 
tour last year, we went on it again 
this year, and got an entirely 
different view of the campus and 
the College which was so beneficial 
and informative. Every guide offers 
his or her perspective and personal 
touch. Thank you again for all the 
effort involved in making Family and 
Alumni Weekend both special and 
memorable.

Karen Hagmann Irvine writes: I 
have been very happily married to 
my second husband, Hank, for 32 
years now, and have three beautiful 
children from my first marriage, two 
girls and a boy. My two daughters 
live in New Jersey, and my son lives 
in Oregon. He and his wife went 
wind-surfing there after college 
and really loved it. Years later, they 
bought a home and a restaurant 
on the Colorado River. Although 
my children and grandchildren are 
not close by, we still manage to get 
together throughout the year. Hank 
and I had vacationed on Florida’s 
Gulf Coast during the winters for 
about 25 years. At age 60, we 
decided to retire and moved down 
there permanently. Retirement for us 
lasted about two months, as we both 
got great summer jobs together in 
Nantucket. Hank worked as a tennis 
pro, and I worked in the pro shop. 
Those summer jobs lasted for nine 
more fantastic summers. I have 
gotten together for lunch down here 
with Nancy Reynolds Davenport-
Boyd, Karen Vanderdeck Fox, 
Janice Babcock Johnson and Penny 
Shoemaker Kramer. Fifty years after 
graduating from Centenary, I still 
treasure the friendships I made and 
continue to enjoy.

1964  
Carolyn James Harbourt
310 Aegean Vista Way
St. Augustine, FL 32080  
(904) 461-6922 

Marcia Philips writes: It doesn’t 
seem like 50 years has passed since 
graduating from Centenary College 
for WOMEN in 1964! Certainly, the 
most memorable time of my life! 
The two years I spent at CCW were 
most valuable in developing and 
shaping who I am today. I was one 
of those Hammond Hall Notorious 
Six who enjoyed life at Centenary 
living with Ma and Pa (Judson) 
Betts and reliving the golden 
40s. My art courses, English and 
having passed the public speaking 
requirements, along with the social 
events, sororities, clubs, officership, 
formality and protocol gave me the 
foundation, confidence and skills 
necessary for success. I was blessed 
to be crowned “Ms. Glamour 
Magazine,” representing CCW for 
the national publication. With my 
many lessons and skills, I have been 
blessed to use my talents in helping 
others through my words, speaking 
and role-modeling. Sadly, I was not 
able to attend the 50th Reunion at 
the Family and Alumni Weekend. 
With the current emphasis on the 
national child nutrition and child 
obesity crisis, my schedule is full with 
getting “The Law of Attractiveness 
for Physical Fitness and Healthy 
Eating” DVD series and Educational 
Package into schools across our 
country to educate children and 
families on making better, healthier 
choices to last a lifetime. At the same 
time, I’ve just returned from 1 1/2 
months of working on my book. 
The River Calls, about the historic 
200th anniversary St. Charles Corps 
of Discovery reenactment journey 
of Lewis and Clark. I truly wish I 
could’ve joined ya’ll; however, I was 
scheduled at The Children’s Home 
Farm events here in Winston-Salem. 
All good wishes and congratulations 
to my fellow Class of 1964! YOU 
ROCK!

Class of 1961: Susie Pederson 
Lamberti, Ann “Pottsie” Pascal 
Marquardt

Anyone recognize this photo taken on the steps of Van Winkle? Naughty 
Nine and then some...

Marcia Philips ’64
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 1965 50th REUNION 
Hope to see you at Family and 
Alumni Weekend, Fall 2015 

Claire Kilpatrick Michlovitz
47 South Curtisville Road
Concord, NH 03301-5909
(603) 715-1298
foxpersonone@comcast.net 

Claire Kilpatrick Michlovitz writes: 
A few weeks ago I had a call from 
Jeanne McCabe Wordell....she has 
been a “lost” member of the class 
of 1965, but now is found! Jeanne 
has been living in Vero Beach, FL, 
since 1997. She has two sons who 
live on the west coast. She’s hoping 
to contact more classmates. We 
had a nice visit from my classmate, 
Lon Youngquist Schooley and her 
husband, Harry, in September. They 
stayed with us for a couple of nights 
while traveling from their home in 
Buffalo, NY to Bar Harbor, ME. It was 
great to see them and, of course, to 
chat about Centenary.

1966  
Judith Loveman Noonan
24 River Glen Road
Wellesley, MA 02181-1640 
(781) 237-1483
judnoonan@aol.com

1967  
Barbara Leighton Faulkner
6761 Pheasants Ridge
Hudson, OH 44236-3265
(330) 653-6826
lauraleightondesigns@windstream.net

1968 
Linda Klebe Larsen
15214 Brier Creek Drive
Haymarket, VA 20169
(703) 753-6462 
lklebelarsen@comcast.net

Jean Anderson Webb
6559 Jay Miller Drive
Falls Church, VA 22041-1134 
(703) 354-1725
jwebbelo@gmail.com

1969  
Elizabeth Braun Andreini
1821 Fifth Avenue
San Rafael, CA 94901 
(239) 262-3837  
ebandreini@comcast.net 

 1970 45th REUNION 
Hope to see you at Family and 
Alumni Weekend, Fall 2015 

Melinda Lord Martin
85 Windsor Road
Kensington, CT 06037
(860) 225-0461
melinda1243@comcast.net 

1971 
Carol Swenson Tanzola
3009 Trout Run Road
York, PA 17406
(717) 755-3172
ctanzola1@gmail.com

1972  
Karen Clark Blane
1885 Penshurst Drive
Collierville, TN 38017-9107
(901) 854-4779

1973  
Gayle Manning Brown
267 Brandon Lane
Heathsville, VA 22473-4714
(703) 938-4169
gaylebrown9502@verizon.net

Cynthia Johnson Dodd
512 Clifton Drive
Melbourne, FL 32904-7452
(321) 327-5469
cdodd53@aol.com

Deborah Handley writes: Hello 
to all my friends who were in the 
Class of 1973! A very nice thing 
that happened to me over the last 
year was to have a framed copy 
of my painting, “Enchanting Bird,” 
displayed at Centenary College. 
Centenary gave me a great 
foundation to go on to Trenton State 
College, where I received my B.A. in 
Art Education. I also attended the Art 
Therapy Program. This led me to go 
on to teach in South Jersey (K–12) 
and to eventually work with hearing 
impaired children. I also taught art to 
senior citizens and now my sweetie, 
Patrick, and I are involved with animal 
rescue. We have rescued many feral 
cats off the streets and have kept 
three. One gave us five kittens and 
we found good homes for all of 
them. The ones we still have make us 
laugh every day! In closing, I often 
think fondly about all my friends 
from my Centenary days. I wish love 
and happiness to everyone and their 
families. E-mail: DLF319@yahoo.com.

1974  
Valerie Coleman Moore
6 Meyer Pl #2
Pompton Plains, NJ 07444-1804
(973) 839-0148
vcolemanmoore@yahoo.com Maria Maier ’06

Expanding the Circle

Maria Maier ’06 Joins President’s Circle  

If you talk to the President’s Circle’s newest member, Maria Maier ’06, 
she will tell you that she still feels like she’s learning the ropes. “At this 
point, I’m just learning and finding the ways that I can help. I try to do 
the best I can.”

But this new Circle member has a lot to offer. A businesswoman, Maier 
has two MBAs, the first from her home country of Slovakia and the 
second from Centenary College. She and her husband run a family-
owned business, New Jersey’s premier family water and amusement 
park, the Land of Make Believe, located in Hope, N.J.

Maier said the immense value of her Centenary education made 
joining the Circle an easy decision. “Working in a business and having 
studied business before, it was very refreshing not just learning the 
theory, but actually how to apply, implement and use it in real life,” she 
said. “That’s why, when I was approached regarding joining the Circle, I 
thought that it was a good way to give back to the school.” Though she 
may see her contribution as small, continued involvement from newer 
generations of alumni is paramount to the group’s success.

Maier said she has nothing but respect for other Circle members. “They 
do a lot, every single one of them. They are so dedicated. It’s amazing 
what they can do when they get together. It’s absolutely incredible.”

1968
Class of 1968 most gifts  
to the Centenary Fund
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 1975 40th REUNION 
Hope to see you at Family and 
Alumni Weekend, Fall 2015 

Carolyn Holt Miksch
11 Windemere Terrace
Washington, NJ 07882
(908) 689-7903
mikschc@hotmail.com

1976  
Debra Ray Botbyl
113 Maybrook Road
Campbell Hall, NY 10916
(845) 427-5797
dbotbyl@hotmail.com

1977  
Ellyn Minor
47 Aubrey Road
Upper Montclair, NJ 07043
(973) 744-7763
ellynminor@gmail.com

1978  
Nanci Marks Oakley
2718 Plymouth Drive
Easton, PA 18045
(610) 258-3737
njo1313@ptd.net

Rebecca Lynn Aurand writes:  
After teaching kindergarten for  
20 years at Salem Elementary 
School in Berwick, PA, I have 
officially retired! As much as I will 
miss my students, my husband  
and I look forward to enjoying  
more family time and also do a bit 
of traveling. You can reconnect with 
me at beckyboo56@gmail.com.

1979  
Susan Van Schelven Fischer
43 Princeton Avenue
Midland Park, NJ 07432
(201) 670-6735
fdsrcd@optonline.net

 1980 35th REUNION 
Hope to see you at Family and 
Alumni Weekend, Fall 2015 

Miriam Santowasso Cash
1731 Clock Tower Drive
West Chester, PA 19380-6473
(610) 692-0103
mimc@verizon.net

1981  
Jennifer Brown MacKenzie
2585 Easton Road
Hellertown, PA 18055-3222 
(732) 469-8808
jamdarlin2@aol.com

1982  
Tracy Toole Shikada
9557 Baycliff Court
Orlando, FL 32836-5758
(407) 876-8671

1983 
Erica Hontz Hoffman
568 South Chiques Road
Mannheim, PA 17545
(717) 898-8452
ejhoffman826@gmail.com 

1984  
Mary Sue Wines Lamb 
9 Strathmore Road
Freehold, NJ 07728-0061
(732) 294-0061
mswlamb@aol.com

Katherine Godlewsky Bill 
74 Harmony Station Road
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865
(908) 878-7999
Cbill969@gmail.com

 1985 30th REUNION 
Hope to see you at Family and 
Alumni Weekend, Fall 2015

Denise Sabasko Ciesla
6 Darby Circle West
Mt Holly, NJ 08060-3269
(609) 261-7288
dsciesla@comcast.net

1986  
Laura Vitale Gambino
368 North Road
Chester, NJ 07930-2327 
(908)797-8402
ruedad3@aol.com

1987  
Anne Siebecker 
5 Foxhill Lane
Ringwood, NJ 07456
(973) 962-6118
amsrose@aol.com

Lori Post Kelly
40 Scott Drive
Hillsborough, NJ 08844
(908) 281-9103
ltkelly1@comcast.net

1988 
Connie Hart-Sjosward
106 Ridgewood Road
Clifton, NJ 07012
(973) 815-1876
cjzs@aol.com

1989  
Shelia Zelaskowski
545 Vath Street
Jackson, NJ 08527-5221 
(908) 883-0120
sierrazulu67@yahoo.com

Shelia Zelaskowski writes: Hello, 
Class of 1989, Happy 25 Anniversary 
of our graduation! Can you 
believe it’s been 25 years since we 
graduated? It seems like yesterday 
and in other ways seems like a 
lifetime ago. I am writing our news 
and notes from Kosovo, where I am 
deployed with my Task Force (KFOR 
19) for a year. We are two months 
into our deployment and the days 
are going by quickly for me. I have 
attached a photograph of two of 
my fellow soldiers and myself by 
the welcome sign KFOR 18 made 
us. They’re happy we are here, it 
means they get to go home! Kosovo 
is a lovely country, at least from my 
Camp. The scenery reminds me of 
Sussex County, with the addition of 
larger mountains. Soon I will have 
an opportunity to go to the Former 
Yugoslavian Republic of Macedonia 
(FYROM) and I look forward to that 
outing. The Camp gets smaller 
every day, so a change of view 
is appreciated. I have internet 

access, so my abilities as class 
correspondent will not be disrupted. 
I welcome any news from you, 
my fellow alumni! Please note my 
temporary address, if you’d care to 
send a note. Mail is always welcome! 
SFC Sheila Zelaskowski, D CO 1-150 
AHB TF Vandal, SCP, APO AE 09340. 
If you have had a mini-reunion 
with classmates this past year, tell 
everyone about it. Of course, photos 
are always enjoyed by all. A new 
job, a wedding announcement, birth 
of your children or grandchildren, 
family interests and your travels 
are some of the topics that your 
classmates would like to hear about 
and share with each other. I look 
forward to hearing from you. May 
your days be filled with light, love, 
and wisdom!

 1990 25th REUNION 
Hope to see you at Family and 
Alumni Weekend, Fall 2015 

Anna Guzzi-Camooso
1715 Marconi Road
Wall Township, NJ 07719-3919
(732) 280-9072
acamooso@yahoo.com

1991  
Justine Steinfeld-Mahon
918 Old School House Road
Newton, NJ 07860-4012
(908) 874-5046
jmarymahon@gmail.com

1992  
Kristen McKitish
10 Quail Run
Hackettstown, NJ 07840  
(908) 240-6837
mckitishk@centenarycollege.edu

1993  
Position Open

1994  
Michelle Brennan Abbate
5 Windy Bush Lane
Sparta, NJ 07871 
(973) 729-8107
mcbrenn@hotmail.com

 1995 20th REUNION 
Hope to see you at Family and 
Alumni Weekend, Fall 2015 

Heather Bush Loven
216 Carentan Road
Hopatcong, NJ 07843-1801
(973) 398-0691
missmerlot1@yahoo.com 

Shelia Zelaskowski ’89 with fellow soldiers in Kosovo.
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A Labor of Love

Bringing Passion to the AAEB

Christopher Linne ’02/04, Associate Professor of Criminal Justice 
and Sociology at Centenary College, knows that a college is 
measured by its alumni involvement. That’s why he feels passionate 
about being an active member of the Alumni Association Executive 
Board (AAEB). Part of the AAEB’s mission is to strengthen the sense of 
community between Centenary, its current students and its alumni. 
“It only works if you have good communication,” he said. “I try to be 
that bridge.”

Centenary’s AAEB has a long and successful history of service to the 
College, and Professor Linne feels a strong responsibility to uphold 
its reputation. That level of commitment likely earned him this 
year’s Van Winkle Achievement Award, an annual honor given for 
outstanding service to Centenary College and the community.

Professor Linne has been a member of the AAEB since 2004, and 
Nominating Chair since 2010. The best part, he said, is meeting 
alumni from the ’30s, ’40s and ’50s and hearing Centenary stories 
from their era. An alumnus himself, Professor Linne feels privileged 
to be a member of his alma mater’s faculty. “It’s more than just a job 
for me. It’s a place that is near and dear to my heart.”

1996 
Jennifer Cassini
194 Free Union Road
Great Meadows, NJ 07838-2333
(908) 637-8658
cassini@goes.com

1997  
Margaret “Peggy” Gibbs Guay
844 Route 28 Apt. 5A
South Yarmouth, MA 02664-5264
(508) 398-2505
marbleandtoast@yahoo.com

1998  
Merrilee McMurray
14 Plumstead Court
Annandale, NJ 08801-4011 
(951) 473-6510
merrilee.m@hotmail.com

1999 
Laura A. Orbine
132 Tumble Idell Road
Frenchtown, NJ 08825 
(908) 996-7196
lorbine@hotmail.com

Laura Orbine writes: Happy 15th 
anniversary! Despite the dreary 
weather, I enjoyed visiting the 
Centenary campus on alumni 
weekend by touring old and new 
buildings, admiring our Class of 
1999 plaque, and stocking up 
on gear at the new bookstore. I 
hope the past 15 years have been 
productive and happy ones. Please 
write in with your news! 

 2000 15th REUNION 
Hope to see you at Family and 
Alumni Weekend, Fall 2015 

Coleen Trentacosta Zaitz
630 Passaic Avenue 
Kenilworth, NJ 07033
(908) 276-5613
Yingyang25@yahoo.com

2001  
Julia Kimball
51 Maplewood Avenue
Milton, VT 05468 
(802) 951-1646
juliak@howardcenter.org

2002  
Megan Kriger Ballie
12299 Sullivan St
Surrey, BC V4A 3B7 Canada 
(604) 866-3487
megankriger@yahoo.com

Jenelle Woodrup
PO Box 2606
Clifton, NJ 07015
jenellewoodrup@hotmail.com

2003 
Frances Hoare Licciardiello
PO Box 64
Port Murray, NJ 07865
(908) 835-0451
presidentfrances@gmail.com

2004  
Natasha “Tasha” McMaster
PO Box 87
Allamuchy, NJ 07820
(908) 208-6729 
chachagirl333@msn.com 

 2005 10th REUNION 
Hope to see you at Family and 
Alumni Weekend, Fall 2015 

Position Open

2006  
Alicia Miller
5 Red Maple Road
New Egypt, NJ 08533
(609) 758-0664
aamiller9@aol.com

2007  
Position Open

2008  
Megan Lindsay Lopes
121 Dawson Crescent
Seaford, VA 23696-2505
mlindsy@gmail.com

2009  
Position Open

 2010 5th REUNION 
Hope to see you at Family and 
Alumni Weekend, Fall 2015

Position Open

2011 
Position Open

2012 
Monica E. Brinson
3050 Edwin Ave Unit 1 H
Fort Lee, NJ 07024 
(201) 394-2420
Monbri201@aol.com
www.linkedin.com/pub/monica-
brinson-mba/48/987/689/ 

2013 
Position Open

2014 
Position Open

Christopher Linne ’02/04 
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“Centenary College
 helped make
 success possible.”

Wayne Bartron ’11/13 knew he needed an MBA 

to get where he wanted to go in business, but 

with the time commitment of three children and a 

career, there was no way a conventional program 

would have been possible.

But Barton had received his Bachelor’s in Business Administration 

from Centenary College, so he knew where to look for adult 

education resources that would work in his busy life. 

“The convenience and scheduling flexibility of the Centenary 

MBA program was right for me,” he said. He was able to earn 

his advanced degree without sacrificing family or career goals. 

In fact, he received a promotion to vice president at the major 

bank where he worked almost immediately. He now leads the 

accounting function for a multinational provider of high-end 

amusement rides and park management expertise. 

“Centenary College helped make success possible,” he said.

Learn more at centenarycollege.edu.

 FOCUS: SPS

Give Online:  
alumni.centenary 

college.edu

Give by Phone:  
(908) 852-1400,  

ext. 2379

Give by Mail:  
Send the attached  

envelope.

Show You Care...
The Centenary Fund & Reunion Year Giving

Traditionally, alumni have shown an interest in making a gift to  
The Centenary Fund in honor of their Reunion Year Celebration. 
Show your support and make a powerful statement about 
your pride in our past, your belief in our present and your 
expectations for our future.

For more information, please contact the Office of  
College Relations at (908) 852-1400, ext. 2379, or visit  
alumni.centenarycollege.edu.



The members of the Alumni Association Executive Board as of October 2014 are:

Alumni Association Executive Board

The mission of the Alumni Association Executive Board (AAEB) is to represent all alumni and to strengthen their 
commitment to Centenary College. The AAEB looks to reinforce the connection between alumni and current students  
and to raise the visibility of the College. The AAEB also recognizes outstanding alumni and students who exemplify  
the role of “service leader” inspired by a Centenary education. 

The Board works to increase their network and be an integrated part of the College experience from admission to 
graduation and beyond. 

We are calling on all alumni who want to be a part of this incredible organization. If you are interested in becoming  
an AAEB Member-at-Large, please contact the Office of Alumni Relations at (908) 852-1400, ext. 2167,  
or e-mail alumni@centenarycollege.edu.

CALLING ALL ALUMNI...

Join Us!

Upcoming EVENTS
For more information, visit 

alumni.centenarycollege.edu

February 2015, 7 PM: 
Hackettstown Pub Night • Location and Date TBA

June 25, 2015: 
18th Annual Scholarship Gala • Location and Time TBA

President:  
Jacqueline McRae Jones-Banks ‘04/06

Secretary:  
Angela Rodriquez Moore ‘90

Treasurer:  
Erica Hontz Hoffman ‘83

Nominating Chair:  
Christopher Linne ‘02/04 

Trustee:  
Audrey Hines Bonaparte-Watts ‘78

Past President:  
Vita Romanelli-Young ‘78/80

Members-at-large: 
Monica Brinson ‘12

Christopher Demarest ’02 
Anjana Desai ‘07
Marie Scocca-Draghi ‘82 
Ann Manno Greszczak ‘75/77 
Jamanda Hightower ‘09/11
Virginia George Hook ‘44 
Michael Iris ‘07 
Leah Marie Thorn ‘05 

Bryan Watkinson ‘07
Joshua Walker ’10/14

Student Representatives 
who graduated in May: 
Sammie Davis ‘14 
Paige Norman ‘14 
Courtney Pyatt ‘14 

Shawnee Smith ‘14

   T H E  C E N T E N A R I A N     2 3



Centenarian VOICES

Centenary College President 
Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite 
discussed President Barack 

Obama’s plan to rank institutions 
of higher education — putting $150 
billion in federal loans and grants on 
the line — when she spoke with Diana 
Williams on WABC-TV New York’s 
Eyewitness News Up Close: The College 
Edition on June 1. 

The new system, scheduled to begin 
next year, is an attempt to hold the 
nation’s colleges and universities 
accountable for their part in higher 
tuition and resulting student debt. 
Factors such as graduation rate, amount 
of debt and earnings after graduation 
will contribute to the ranking. 

“We really admire and believe in 
the goals that the president has 

for accessibility, affordability and 
completion. There are so many factors 
to take into account when you’re looking 
for a college,” Dr. Lewthwaite said.

Dr. Lewthwaite said much of the 
information the new rankings are 
intended to represent is already 
accessible, including the Department 
of Education College Navigator and 
NAICU’s U-CAN, an easy-to-use tool 
that provides data on every private 
college in the U.S. “These things can 
be better publicized and made more 
user-friendly. At Centenary, we have a 
link to U-CAN so you can get all the 
information you need.”

“What we’re going through today makes 
any college examine what its core 
mission is,” she said. “Higher education 
is taking a good, hard look at practices.”

Plan Early for Professional Success
The most successful college graduates are the ones who began planning in their 
first semester, according to an April 13 op-ed for the Daily Record by Christopher 
Linne ’02/04, Centenary College Associate Professor of Criminal Justice and 
Sociology. Mindful goal planning, networking and prioritizing academics are key 
strategies of exceptional students, Professor Linne wrote. “A transcript bearing the 
phrase ‘summa cum laude’  
is going to get the right kind  
of attention.”

Child Abuse 
Myths vs. Facts
Child Abuse Is Everyone’s Business, 
by Dr. Kitsy Dixon, Centenary College 
Assistant Professor of Sociology, 
appeared on NJ.Com on June 18. 

In the article, Dr. Dixon discussed how 
the stigma surrounding child abuse 
causes many people to remain silent; 
how offenders create an atmosphere 
of acceptability with phrases like, 
“what goes on in this family stays 
in this family;” that witnesses who 
believe, “it is none of our business” 
perpetuate the problem; and how a 
lack of information allows common 
myths to proliferate, such as that 
child abuse is only sexual and only 
happens in lower socio-economic 
neighborhoods.

Dr. Dixon stressed the importance 
of education and advocacy. “Child 
abuse carries long term psychological 
effects and the more we turn away 
from its reality in our society, we close 
our minds to being educated on the 
horrors of child abuse,” she wrote. 

To learn more or get involved with 
volunteer opportunities, visit New 
Jersey’s Department of Family and 
Children website, www.state.nj.us/dcf/.  

Centenary President to Eyewitness  
News: Administration Higher Education  
lnitiative Is Worthy 

Centenary College  
in the Media

Professor Critiques Terrorism Response
Dr. Shane Fitzpatrick, Associate 
Professor of Political Science and 
International Studies at Centenary 
College, analyzed the president’s 
response to ISIS on News Radio 830 
CBS Minnesota on September 11.

“The president did not express clear awareness 
of ISIS’s threats to U.S. homeland security,” said 

Dr. Fitzpatrick, an expert on counterterrorism 
and consultant for the New Jersey 
Department of Homeland Security. He said 
the president also missed an opportunity 
to emphasize the policy of no negotiation 
with terrorists. “I think a president has 

a responsibility to hit the domestic national 
security issues a little harder than he did.”

2 4  T H E  C E N T E N A R I A N



Frances (Fay) Starr Todd 1941–2014

Frances (Fay) Starr Todd, a teacher, 
philanthropist and generous Centenary 
College supporter, passed away at her home 
in Far Hills, N.J., on August 28. She was 73.

Born in 1941 to Louis and Abbey Starr, Fay 
graduated from Foxcroft Girls School in 
Middleburg, Va., and Columbia University. 
An artist and opera devotee, she was 
committed to many community and cultural 
organizations, including the Metropolitan 
Opera, the Lamington Presbyterian Church, 
the Lower East Side Girls Club, Poets and 
Writers, Harlem Academy and the River and 
Plains Society. 

She was also a strong advocate for the 
importance of learning, especially for young 
women returning to school for GED  
degrees. Fay was a hands-on supporter of 

the causes she believed in.

Through the Abbey K. Starr Charitable 
Trust, Fay’s gifts to Centenary led efforts to 
develop the Centenary Equestrian Center’s 
Therapeutic Riding At Centenary program 
(TRAC). The Trust also provided a capital 
campaign gift to the Taylor Memorial Library 
Learning Resource Center in honor of Fay’s 
niece, Lisa Starr ’01. 

More recently, Fay sponsored a substantial 
challenge grant, which raised additional 
funds in honor of her father, Louis Starr, 
establishing the Louis Starr Endowment Fund.

Fay is survived by her daughter, Mary 
Ganzenmuller, and her husband, Peter, of 
Oldwick, N.J., her son, Christopher Bray 
Todd, and his wife, Jesenia, of Peapack, N.J., 
and five grandchildren.
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Carolyn Axberg Adamson ‘41 7/22/14

Alyce Garrabrant Ard ‘50 4/27/14

Suzanne Birmingham ‘50 1/6/14

Melissa Zmyewski Burnhauser ‘94 7/10/14

Sara-Elizabeth Fuller Callanen ‘40 8/5/14

Eleanor Feiler Crum ‘61 8/30/14

Ruth Rose Dangler ‘46 6/20/14

Helen Filor ‘32 May-14

Augusta Hoerdt Flanagin ‘56 6/28/14

Darlene Lerner Goushy ‘04/07 7/4/14

Jean Kiendl Hamshaw ‘33 8/31/14

Kimberly Holland ‘05 10/8/14

Joan Foley Hopkin ‘45 12/8/11

Sherry Mackay Ivy ‘59 11/30/13

Grace “Peggy” Kocher ‘51 7/7/14

Sue Nelson ‘53 6/18/14

Mildred Vey Ort ‘37 7/27/14

Jean McKendrick Pennell ‘43 9/28/14

Jill Keggan Quick ‘99 5/22/14

Betty Thole Scott ‘48 8/10/14

Jeanne Johnson Statzell ‘54 12/27/12

Mary Sue Calvin Wilson ‘54 9/26/14

Carolyn Parker Wolf ‘58 1/9/14

Patricia Fisher Young ‘56 5/22/14

In Memoriam

Fay Starr Todd (third from left) with (L–R) Dr. Octavia Brown; Andrea Wells; Kelly Martin Munz, 
Professor of Equine Studies and Major Gifts Officer of Equine Studies; Tara Clausen, Associate 
Professor of Equine Studies; Lynn Taylor, Professor of Equine Studies; Nancy Paffendorf and 
Kathleen McCarthy.

Senator Robert E. Littell ’96 HA

As we go to press, we are saddened to learn of the passing of Robert E. “Bob” 
Littell ’96 HA, husband of Virginia N. Littell ’04 HA, after a long illness. Littell served 
in the state legislature for more than 40 years and was a former Centenary Trustee 
and long-time College booster.
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Centenary Educated,
Now Educating –  
TOGETHER. 

FIND SUCCESS AT CENTENARY

Jennifer Chickey ’13, principal, 

and Ashley Van Haste ’07/14, third 

grade teacher, are two reasons why 

Allamuchy Township School finds 

Centenary graduates to be so valuable. 

Chickey, who received her Master’s 

at Centenary in the Educational 

Leadership Program, said,  

“Centenary is a close knit  

community that will almost  

bend over backwards for  

your success.”

Van Haste said the Cooperating 

Teacher mentorship program  

groomed her to be a better  

teacher. “Centenary was family; 

everyone worked together  

to help you.”

Learn more at  

centenarycollege.edu.




