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BREAKING NEW GROUND

As social, mobile and cloud solutions 
continue to dominate the market, 
employers look to the next generation  
of employees to help bring their brands 
into the 21st century. Job-related Social 
Media skill requirements have increased 
1,357% in three years, with New York  
and Philadelphia ranked in the top 10 
cities for Social Media jobs.
 To help meet this growing demand, 
Centenary College introduced a BS  
in Business Administration with a 
concentration in Social Media Marketing  
in September 2015. Proudly, Centenary  
is the first college to offer a Business 
Degree with a concentration in Social 
Media Marketing in the tri-state area.

Unique approach
The Social Media program affords 
students the flexibility to choose either  
a BS in Business Administration with a 
Social Media Marketing concentration or 
combine a Social Media Marketing minor 
with other majors, such as Visual Arts  
or Communication. Centenary also offers  
a Certificate in Social Media Marketing 
for working professionals. 

Led by industry leaders
Social Media courses include Social 
Media Marketing, Digital Advertising, 
Digital Analytics, and Social Media 
Strategy and Consulting. In designing  
the courses, Kathleen Naasz, Dean of the 
Social Media Center of Expertise, worked 
closely with industry leaders, and asked 
for customized videos and homework 
directly from these experts to students,  
so a connection could be established 
between the students and those leading  
in the field.
 The classrooms are collaborative  
in nature, pairing students with industry 
leaders to work directly with a business  
or via a simulation. A Big Data approach 
allows them to learn, analyze, and discern 
real-world patterns occurring instantly 
online.

#theVIBE state-of-the-art technology 
center
Another first in Centenary is #theVIBE,  
a center that mirrors a business 
environment—not a typical classroom—
and provides students with access to the  
latest in social media tools. #theVIBE  
and the Social Media degree programs 

combine to create the “Social Media 
Center of Expertise.”
 #theVIBE boasts impressive  
technology—much of which, many  
small and medium size businesses 
couldn’t afford on their own, yet lets  
them listen to what’s being said about 
their brands or conversations among  
their customer groups. A large video wall 
with touch screen panels and the latest 
software let students keep their pulse  
on what’s happening in Social Media.  
A modular set-up allows furniture to  
move from a group setting working  
with large video monitors to a classic 
lecture style in rows facing a screen. By 
leveraging multiple technologies, the 
Center also makes it easy for anyone to 
share from any device and share it on a 
large video monitor.

Our vision
“The vision for the Social Media Center  
of Expertise is to be the place where  
students gain Social Media expertise  
and businesses leverage social media 
experts—our students,” says Kathleen 
Naasz. Centenary will achieve this through 
classes, an internship program, and the 
businesses that become members of 
#theVIBE. 

NEW! SOCIAL MEDIA
CENTER OF EXPERTISE

Kathy Naasz, Dean of the Center of Social Media 
Expertise, and Tim Tomaino, Social Media Manager

CONNECTING STUDENTS  
WITH OPPORTUNITIES

“ Centenary is the only college* to offer a business degree 
with a concentration in Social Media Marketing at the 
Bachelor’s level in the tri-state area,” says Kathy Naasz, 
Dean of the Social Media Center of Expertise.”
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BREAKING NEW GROUND

Forensic Science: the application of 
scientific knowledge and methodology to 
legal problems and criminal investigations. 
Thanks to television shows such as CSI 
and Bones—and the demand for experts 
on juries—Forensic Science has become 
an increasingly popular subject.
 In September 2015, Centenary College 
launched a BS in Forensic Science— 
a complement to its concentration in 
Forensic Science introduced two years 
prior. The major lays a solid science 
foundation and prepares graduates for  
a career as a scientist in a professional 
laboratory setting within the criminal 
justice field. It also lays the groundwork 
for the graduate program in Forensic 
Science, Biology or Science, or medical 
school.
 “The program is a stepping stone  
for graduate school for those students 
who want to work in a federal crime  
lab, and also allows students to have a 
solid foundation to work in any type of 
lab such as chemistry, medical, and/or 
pharmaceutical,” says Dr. Lauren Bergey, 
Department Chair, Associate Professor of 
Biology, and Director of Environmental 
Programs at the College.
 The curriculum for the major consists 
of a high concentration of sciences, 
including Biology and Chemistry, as well 
as classes within the Criminal Justice 
area—including Forensic Science, Crime 
Scene Photos, Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Death Investigations, and Fire and Arson 
to name a few.
 “We’re very excited about this  
new opportunity for Centenary and  
our students.” 

NEW MAJOR! DIGGING DEEPER INTO  
FORENSIC SCIENCE

“ We’re very excited about this new opportunity for 
Centenary and our students.”

In 1990, Centenary College became the 
first college in New Jersey to introduce 
community service as a required part  
of its curriculum. In 2015, the College 
continued to deliver on its promise to 
serve its neighbors with its annual 
Community Plunge.
 “Community Plunge is designed to 
help students acclimate to the campus 
community and instill the benefits of 
volunteerism in them,” says Tiffany 
Kushner, Senior Director of Student 
Engagement at Centenary College.
 With a 10-hour community service 
requirement, students had a choice of  

17 Community Plunge sites in which  
to participate. Among the choices was 
America’s Grow-a-Row in Pittstown, New 
Jersey. Centenary students took to the 
fields and harvested cabbage, contributing 
to 12,000 pounds of produce that was 
donated to the New Jersey food pantry 
and soup kitchen in central New Jersey. 
Easter Seals in Blairstown and Hackettstown 
also enjoyed the company of 25 Centenary 
students, as they helped run a BBQ, 
painted a mural, and played outdoor 
games with residents and adults with 
disabilities. “The kids came away with 

smiles,” says Lindsay Smith, Director of 
Programming and Service at Centenary 
College.
 Over the last year, Community 
Plunge has added five new sites to the 
program, including Bristol Glen Nursing 
Home in Newton, New Jersey, and 
Matheny Medical and Educational Center 
in Gladstone, New Jersey. A strong 
emphasis on incorporating community 
service into the Centenary experience is 
certain to make that roster grow. Says 
Lindsay Smith, “It’s an exciting and 
fulfilling program for all involved.” 

COMMUNITY PLUNGE CONTINUES TO SERVE THE 
COMMUNITY—AND CENTENARY STUDENTS

DELIVERING ON OUR 

PROMISE

Dr. Lauren Bergey, Chair of the Department of Mathematics and Natural Sciences Various “Community Plunge” locations, 2015
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In September 2015, the curtain opened 
on a musical theatre concentration at 
Centenary College. The concentration 
allows Centenary to attract students 
interested in musical theatre, and 
provides students with a well-rounded 
education in theatre.
 Centenary students benefit from 
conservatory-style training within a liberal 
arts setting, with the unique opportunity 
to work alongside guest professional 
artists from theatre and dance through 
the Centenary Stage Company (CSC)—a 
not-for-profit professional Equity theatre 
company in residence on the campus  
of Centenary College. They can also  
earn credits toward membership in the 
professional union.
 “One of the benefits of the Theatre 
program at Centenary is that students are 
immediately thrust into the action, with 
considerable on-stage time, and a full range 
of theatre immersion opportunities,” said 
CSC General Manager Catherine Rust. “It’s 
an extraordinary opportunity for students 
to work directly with Emmy Award-winning 
designers, veteran Broadway actors and 

choreographers, and professional 
directors.”

More demanding, more skills gained
Musical theatre requires a very technical 
and diverse set of performing arts skills. 
Centenary prepares students with training 
in acting, dance, movement, voice, musical 
theatre, music theory, the history of theater, 
lighting, stage direction, and then some. 
In addition to working alongside Equity 
actors, Centenary partners students with 
Adjunct Professors who “walk the walk” 
as working professionals in the business.
 Says Professor Carl Wallnau, Artistic 
Director of Centenary Stage Company, 
“Performers who can work in musical 
theatre will find many more opportunities 
for employment. Musicals can range in 
size from one performer to casts of 30 to 
50. There are numerous opportunities for 
performers who are skilled in musical 
theatre, be it on stage in musicals, revues 
or even cruise ships. The new program 
reflects the current state of musical theatre 
and makes students more employable—it 
gives them more arrows in their weaponry, 

as they obtain the greatest accumulation 
of skills for live theatre, as well as technical 
proficiency and a commitment to 
performance.”

Summer stock 2016
Students are required to simultaneously 
take classes and work on productions 
such as the holiday show. “We currently 
perform two fully staged musicals within 
the school year as well as implementing 
musicals in our Young Audience Series,” 
says Professor Lea Antolini-Lid. With  
the advent of the new concentration,  
a summer stock component has been 
added, starting summer 2016. “Little 
Shop of Horrors” is slated for the kick- 
off of summer stock, giving students  
the opportunity to get paid while getting 
practice, and work alongside a professional 
director, designer and choreographer.
 Says Professor Antolini-Lid, “We’re 
very excited about the new program and 
believe it offers students many diverse 
opportunities to perform as they hone 
their performing skills.” 

NEW! MUSICAL THEATRE CONCENTRATION 
SETS THE STAGE FOR AWARD-WINNING CAREERS

BREAKING NEW GROUND
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A CENTENARY 

FIRST!
Are you planning and saving? Putting 
money away for retirement? Have an 
estate plan in place? Thinking about your 
priorities and your legacy? More than 
55% of Americans don’t have a last will,* 
leaving them vulnerable to costly court 
fees and legal battles. 
    We’re pleased to introduce 
CentenaryLegacy, a new 
service designed to help 
students, alumni and friends 
plan for their financial future. 
CentenaryLegacy is a resource 
offered in partnership with 
Crescendo Interactive, the 
largest provider of planned 
giving solutions.
    Log onto www.CentenaryLegacy.org, 
and you can access accurate, up-to-date 
information on estate planning, as well 
as an online wills planner, personal 
gift illustrations, advisor information, 
and more. You can also elect 
to receive electronic newsletters 
and a wills guide. Crescendo 
experts are available by phone 
during business hours.**

    When planning your legacy, we hope 
you’ll consider putting Centenary College 
in your estate plan. Planned giving is a 
rewarding way to help others get the 
benefit of a Centenary College education.
    “For many of our alumni and friends, 
Centenary is an important part of their 

lives, and has made a lifelong 
impact,” says John Carno, Vice 

President of College Relations 
at Centenary College. “We want 
to help our family recognize 
that Centenary is a priority and 
worthy of support.”

    Taking the time to plan is 
an important message that 

Trustee Wolfgang Gstattenbauer 
endorses. Wolfgang is a 1984 graduate 

of Centenary College and member of the 
Board of Trustees. He credits Centenary 

with enhancing his promotability 
at M&M/Mars. While working  
at the company, he attended 
Centenary College to receive an 
AS in Business Administration. 
During his 29 years at M&M/
Mars, Woflgang held many 

positions of increasing 

responsibility, retiring as Personnel 
Director responsible for the personnel of 
the eight M&M/Mars Candy manufacturing 
plants in the U.S.
    Wolfgang believes in giving back.  
“As a trustee and alumnus, I have that  
as an obligation. The College helped  
me become successful—I want to make 
the school more successful. It’s up to  
the individual, but I looked at what the 
College did for me.” 
    For more information on planned 
giving to Centenary College, contact  
Stan Kula at 908-852-1400 ext. 2329.

*Harris Interactive.®

** Please consult your financial advisor before 
making any financial decisions. 

NEW! SECURING YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE— 
AND CENTENARY’S

www.CentenaryLegacy.org

The challenge is on! The Reeves 
Foundation, based in Summit, New 
Jersey, has issued a challenge grant to 
Centenary College to establish its first 
endowed professorship—The Reeves 
Foundation Endowed Professorship for 
Environmental Science. The challenge is 
for $1,000,000. The Foundation will fund 
one-third, and Centenary College will 
raise the balance by May 30, 2016.

Retaining the highest quality faculty
The Endowed Professorship for 
Environmental Science will provide the 
income that guarantees the position of  
Dr. Lauren Bergey for perpetuity, as well as 
other initiatives related to her department.
 Dr. Bergey is an exemplary member 
of Centenary College as Department 
Chair, Associate Professor of Biology, 
and Director of Environmental Programs. 

She touches the lives of so many through 
the courses she teaches, the students she 
mentors, and through her own academic 
efforts and research initiatives. Among her 
many accolades is the 2010 Centenary 
College Distinguished Teaching Award.

The Reeves Foundation—a tradition  
of support
Although the Endowed Professorship  
for Environmental Science is the first 
endowment professorship challenge 
grant for Centenary, The Foundation  
has a long history of donor challenges, 
providing funds that have made the 
several goals possible.
 In 2012, the Foundation supported 
the new Athletic Turf Project in the form 
of a challenge grant. They also provided 
a challenge grant in support of the capital 
campaign project to build the David and 

Carol Lackland Center—Centenary’s  
focal point and home to Centenary Stage  
Company—completed in 2010. They also 
helped support the new indoor riding 
arena named for the U.S. Equestrian 
Team (USET) in 2001. The Reeve 
Foundation’s generosity to Centenary 
College dates back to the 1950s when 
they supported several major capital 
improvement projects.
 Centenary is very grateful for the 
endorsement that Ed Reeves and The 
Reeves Foundation are providing to 
endow Dr. Lauren Bergey’s position at 
Centenary College. 
  For information about contributing to 
the endowed professorship challenge, 
contact John Carno, Vice President for 
College Relations at 908-852-1400, 
extension 2387. 

ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIP FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE—GUARANTEEING THE HIGHEST QUALITY  
TALENT, TODAY AND TOMORROW

BREAKING NEW GROUND PLANNING
YOUR LEGACYDr. Lauren Bergey, Chair of the Department of 

Mathematics and Natural Sciences, Associate Professor 
of Biology and Director of Environmental Programs

Wolfgang Gstattenbauer, Centenary Trustee 
and Alumnus ’84/13 HA
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This past summer, Centenary graduate 
students helped bring the reading skills  
of 40 children up a notch—and brought a 
great deal of pride to Centenary College. 
It was all thanks to the Masters in 
Reading Program.
 The Centenary Masters in Reading 
Program involves an intense practicum 
that leads to New Jersey Reading 
Specialist certification. Thirteen 

Centenary graduate students took part  
in the program, working with children 
reading on or below their grade level,  
and entering first through eighth grade. 
Each Centenary graduate—a certified, 
practicing teacher with at least three 

years of teaching experience—
spent three weeks,  

three hours per 
day, working  
with Mountain 
Villa School in 
the Allamuchy 

School District.
 “Centenary 

approached us and 
we were thrilled. The 

Summer Reading Clinic 
helped close the 10-week 

gap during the summer 
when children can lose 
ground in reading  

or math,” says 
Mountain Villa  
First Grade teacher 

Fran Muhlenbruch.

Successful methods
Fran Muhlenbruch was 

instrumental in establishing  
the clinic, ensuring graduates had 
enough students to run their own 
program and answering questions 
about each student’s abilities. With 
classes sorted out, the graduates 
used the entire third floor of the 
school and the library, and employed 
best practices in literacy and up-to-
date technology based on each 
child’s age and abilities.
 “I stressed that they make this 
enjoyable for the students and based 
on their interests,” says Frances 
Congdon, Associate Professor of 
Education and Graduate Program 

Director for the Masters of Education  
in Reading program at Centenary. 
Younger students wrote in sand blocks, 
while older students read newspaper 
editorials and reported on them. They 
also completed activities with iPads and 
Google Chromebooks, and used such 
sites as WebQuest. Fluency was practiced 
each day, for the first 10 minutes of the 
class—each student either read a song  
or recited a poem or piece of literature.

Three weeks, a world of difference
“During our time with the Allamuchy 
School District, the children that we 
worked with showed an improvement 
with their sight words, and demonstrated 
behavior that indicated that their confidence 
was building,” says Frances Congdon. 
“We had some moments that were 
amazing. At the end of the program, one 
child who was completely disengaged 
with reading, came up in front of the class 
and read the entire Edgar Allen Poe poem 
‘Annabelle Lee.’ Everyone in the room 
was touched.”
 In spite of giving up part of their 
summer, the graduates were invigorated 
by the progress they witnessed. Says 
Fran Congdon, “We were all impressed  
at how much progress was made in such 
a short amount of time.” Adds Fran 
Muhlenbruch, “We felt it was a very 
positive thing for our kids. We enjoyed  
it.” Joseph Flynn, Superintendent of the 
Allamuchy School District, couldn’t agree 
more. “This was a win-win opportunity for 
all involved. It is a pleasure working with 
Centenary’s Education Department, as 
we have had a long history collaborating 
with the institution.” 

READING PRACTICUM WITH  
ALLAMUCHY SCHOOL DISTRICT
GETTING CHILDREN AND TEACHERS EXCITED ABOUT READING

A very special honor was awarded to 
Centenary Assistant Professor of Theatre 
and Dance, Lea Antolini-Lid, this past 
summer, when she was invited to travel  
to China to teach in a workshop with  
the acclaimed modern dance company 
Nai Ni Chen. The workshop was made 
possible by a grant from the American 
Chinese Embassy, awarded to the Nai  
Ni Chen Dance Company to bring the 
project to China.
  Nai Ni Chen has performed in the 
Centenary Stage Company professional 
season multiple times and taught 
workshops for Centenary theatre  
and dance students. Both Professor  
Antolini-Lid and Nai Ni Chen are 

recipients of the Geraldine R. 
Dodge Foundation, a private 
foundation that focuses on 
issues critical to New Jersey, 
and nonprofit organizations  
whose work has a direct and 
meaningful impact in the state.

Sharing techniques—on 
stage and off
In the three-week workshop 
Professor Antolini-Lid and  
the Nai Ni Chen company 

introduced students from all over China, 
including Kunming University, Hong He 
University and Yunnan University, to 
classical ballet techniques as well as 
contemporary ballet, modern dance,  
hip hop, jazz, dance composition and 
creative movement, yoga, dance 
appreciation, and repertory work. As 
most of the Chinese participants were 
dance teachers and professors who 
specialize in Chinese folk and Chinese 
classical dance, they had very little 
previous exposure to the techniques 
introduced by Antolini and her colleagues. 
 Professor Antolini-Lid also performed 
at a senior center in Kunming, inviting her 

students to perform their new pieces 
along with some of the indigenous  
dance in which they specialize. She  
also traveled to a private dance studio 
run by one of the teachers and gave a  
lecture and demonstration in stretch and 
strengthening exercises for the dancer.
 “We not only got to experience 
teaching dance, but we were also able  
to experience the ethnic dance, music, 
and food of the Yunnan Province. One 
night, a professor took us all over a 
village where we witnessed people 
outside in parks practicing ethnic dance. 
Everyone dances, young, old, men and  
women—it was so lovely.”

In good company
Other dance teachers who traveled with 
Nai Ni Chen included Nijawwon Matthews 
(Joffrey Ballet instructor and former Nai 
Ni Chen company member), Andrew 
Pacho (Broadway: King and I, Cats, 
Jerome Robbins Broadway and Shogun), 
Katerina Chernikhova (former Nai Ni Chen 
Dance company member). 

BRINGING BALLET, JAZZ,  
AND HIP HOP TO CHINA 
CENTENARY PROFESSOR INVITED TO  
TEACH WITH ACCLAIMED DANCE COMPANY

BREAKING NEW GROUND MEETING NEW CHALLENGES
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Principles of Finance, Cost Accounting, 
Federal Income Taxation—Centenary 
College prepared Jenna Frederiks to take 
her seat at KPMG LLP, one of the “Big 
Four” international professional services 
networks, offering audit, assurance, tax, 
consulting, advisory, actuarial, corporate 
finance, and legal services.
 In December 2016, Jenna will graduate 
with a BS in Accounting. Her goal is to 
become a CPA, and further up the road, a 
public accountant, or Manager or Senior 
Associate. In January 2016, Jenna takes 

her first step as an Audit Associate 
at KPMG, where she will be paired 
with a Manager and Senior Associate 
or Partner and charged with auditing  
a client’s financial statements.
 How did Centenary prepare  

her to crunch numbers on such a grand 
scale? “My professors were professionals 
who worked full-time and taught at night, 
including a Vice President of Internal 
Audits and CFO at a not-for-profit.”
 As with all Centenary programs, the 
Accounting degree program requires 
hands-on, practical experience. Working 
with another classmate, Jenna audited a 
section of a financial statement, including 
Accounts Receivables, Accounts Payable, 
and cash. She presented her findings to 
both professor and class in Centenary’s 

boardroom—a venue that gave her a feel 
for what her future holds. When it came 
to the interview process, Jenna was 
equally well prepared. “My professors 
gave me helpful hints, offered mock 
interviews at their companies to help 
prepare for the real interview, and 
reinforced what the interview would 
entail.”
 It was from Centenary’s connection 
with KPMG via Professor Kathy Naasz 
that Jenna’s resume was reviewed and 
given a courtesy telephone interview. Her 
credentials made her a top contender for 
the position at KPMG LLP. The rest, as 
they say, is history. 

ACCOUNTING GRADUATE 
INVITED TO CRUNCH 
NUMBERS WITH KPMG

A MISSION TO ADVANCE CENTENARY.
TRUSTEE ROCHELLE MAKELA-GOODMAN ’97

Fundraising came 
naturally for Trustee 
Rochelle Makela-
Goodman ’97. 
Rochelle came  
to Centenary with 
a background in 
sales and marketing 
and an Associates 
Degree in Liberal 
Arts. Centenary 

gave her the opportunity to pursue her vocation and avocation. 
“Centenary gave me the flexibility to fulfill a lifelong dream of 
getting a baccalaureate degree in Fine Art with a concentration 
in design while working and raising my children. This led to a 
career in development and increasing roles in managing capital 
campaigns,” says Rochelle. “Centenary made me a well-rounded 
person, which today enables me to engage all kinds of donors—
from teachers to engineers, politicians to hedge fund managers.”

 Initially working in for-profit, Rochelle transitioned into 
higher education fundraising—an area in which she’s excelled 
for the last 25 years. Rochelle worked for Lehigh University in 
Development and is now Director of Gift Planning at Princeton 
University. Throughout her career advancement, her desire to 
help her alma mater advance never waned.
 Rochelle served on Centenary’s President’s Circle and is 
currently in her second term as a Trustee. In addition, she is 
Chair of the Development Committee at Centenary College. 
Rochelle also led the strategic process of the Strategic Planning 
Committee, which developed priorities for the College.
 Rochelle speaks highly of the Board experience. “I worked 
with many Boards, and Centenary has impressed me. They 
earnestly work at the professional development of the Board, 
developing the best leadership for the College through 
workshops and team building exercises. I believe that some 
would find it surprising that such a small college is so cutting 
edge. Much of the credit can be attributed to Dr. Lewthwaite. 
She’s cognizant of the importance of teamwork and cultivates 
it—it’s not a rubber stamp Board. Centenary College is a model 
for best practices.” 

BED, BATH & BEYOND MAKING A FASHION STATEMENT 
AT A MAJOR HOME FURNISHINGS RETAILER

Centenary College is making its mark at 
Bed Bath & Beyond® (BB&B) in Union, 
New Jersey. Graduates Teresa Miley ’12, 
Margaret “Meggie” Smith ’13, Arielle 
(Hamilton) Mader ’12, and Emily Ciamillo 
’13, are all enjoying successful careers 
with the home furnishings giant—thanks 
to a BFA with a concentration in Fashion 
Merchandising.

Well-designed program
Centenary prepared the students well with 
a series of classes, including “Fashion 
Buying,” which offers a taste of the fiscal 
responsibility of a buyer, including step-by-
step instructions for identifying potential 
customers, and developing a six-month 
merchandising plan and sales forecasts. 
Essential to their program was “Consumer 
Goods for the Home.” “Many fashion 
programs simply don’t offer a home 

furnishings class, yet Centenary does,” 
says Kristen McKitish, Assistant Professor 
of Fashion Merchandising. “All four 
students took this course, which helped 
persuade Bed Bath & Beyond to bring 
them on board.”
 Key to the Fashion Buying course 
was the merchandising senior capstone 
project. Each student was required to 
interview a current retail buyer face-to-
face or by phone. “When first told about 
the project,” says Professor McKitish, 
“they were nervous. By the end of the 
semester, they couldn’t believe how 
easily they understood the buyers’ lingo.”

Key roles at BB&B
With a Centenary BFA firmly behind them, 
each graduate has successfully fashioned 
a career at BB&B. Teresa Miley is an 
Assistant Buyer in Personal Electronics, 
Consumer Electronics & Gifts. She 
supports the buyer in making business 
and assortment decisions, and helps 
manage the Fitness, Stocking Stuffers, 
and Canadian assortments for her 
department. This includes meeting and 
negotiating with vendors, building and 
managing the assortments, and analyzing 
each business.
 Arielle (Hamilton) Mader is an Assistant 
Buyer in Basic Housewares. She helps 
develop business strategies to maximize 

sales and profits for department, in 
addition to assisting in the planning and 
coordination of availability of products for 
advertising and promotion.
 Meggie Smith is a Visual Merchandise 
Presentation Planner. Previously, she 
worked at A&P as a Promotional and 
Seasonal Space Planner, and L’Oréal  
as an in-store Visual Merchandiser. At 
BB&B, Meggie’s in charge of creating and 
merchandising the Gourmet Food items 
in BB&B’s Cost Plus World Market stores. 
She also creates and merchandises all 
categories for the company’s buybuy 
BABY® store within store locations. 
 Emily Ciamillo is a Project Manager 
in Store Operations at buybuy BABY. 
With a focus on the baby furniture 
business, she creates new processes for 
the field to create global consistencies in 
stores. She manages day-to-day ad hoc 
tasks, as well as the relationship between 
third-party vendors Destination Maternity 
and Picture People, a baby portrait studio.
 “I’m not surprised at all where these 
students are now. All four were fantastic 
students,” says Professor McKitish. 

Left to right—Meggie Smith ’13, Teresa Miley ’12, 
Emily Ciamillo ’13 and Arielle (Hamilton)  
Mader ’12

A HISTORY OF SERVICE.
SPS GRADUATE RICK WISLER ’15

As Director of 
Engineering for 
QuickChek® 

—a leading 
convenience  
store in the 
metropolitan 
area—Rick Wisler 
required a degree 
from those who 

work with him. He expected nothing less for himself. In May 
2015, Rick graduated from the School of Professional Studies 
(SPS) with a BS in Business Administration.

 SPS was a perfect fit for Rick, as it’s an accelerated 
program for working adults with some college behind them. 
“Centenary enhanced my skills. You learn time management 
how to get along well with others, and you develop real-life 
skills. It offers group activities and working in a class, much  
like the real world,” says Rick.
 Rick’s resume reveals a history of service. He joined the  
Air Force after high school and served our country for eight 
years. QuickChek was next on his itinerary, where he has been 
Director of Engineering for 28 years. 
 “Because the SPS program offers classes in the evening, 
you can work at your own pace and on your own schedule. It’s 
a great format for a working person.” 

MEETING NEW CHALLENGES
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“ I am forever grateful to the professors, advisers and staff at Centenary College who believed 
in me. This shows that with hard work and supportive mentors, anything is possible.”

Centenary College is dedicated to 
preparing its students to enter society  
as professional and global citizens. 
Hackettstown Scholar Elena Volkava 
personifies that mission—brilliantly. A 
2013 graduate, Elena is now pursuing an 
MA in European Studies at Georgetown 
in the School of Foreign Service.
 Elena’s road to study international 
affairs was well laid out at Centenary. She 
was the recipient of the Hackettstown High 
School student scholarship for the fall 
semester of 2009. The scholarship is one 
of the ongoing partnerships between the 
institutions, and covered all tuition costs 
for one Hackettstown High School student 
during their four-year stay. “This annual 
scholarship was established to recognize 
and honor one Hackettstown High School 
student each year who has excelled 
academically and has demonstrated the 
qualities that this institution values,” says 
Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite, president 
of Centenary College.
 In four years, Elena completed two 
exchange programs, including the 
“Washington Semester Program” at 
American University. She was the only 
student that year sent to American 
University to study U.S. Foreign Policy. 
Elena also interned, while studying at the 

Woodrow Wilson Center, 
at the Kennan Institute 
for Advanced Russian 
Studies, which grew into 
a research assistantship 
in the summer following 
the program. The program 
was a unique opportunity 
to learn from professionals 
who are experts in their 
field, and make some  
of her best friendships 
around the globe.

Gaining valuable 
knowledge and  

lasting friendships
“Centenary College has opened many 
doors for me,” says Elena. “My advisors 
and professors were champions for  
the incredible exchange programs that 
changed my life—including critical projects 
in classes with Dr. Fitzpatrick like Model 
UN and Humanitarian Organizations, and 
internships that inspired my research 
focus on human rights internationally  
and people-powered movements for 
social change.”
 Elena credits Centenary with giving 
her the confidence to pursue her dreams 
in the nation’s capital. She was among 
150 international students studying public 
policy, journalism, global economics, 
sustainable development, among other 
fields. Coming back to Centenary to 
finish her studies gave her a push to 
pursue a field study project in human 
trafficking and collaborate with faculty  
on bringing together terrific speakers to 
campus, in order to inform and engage 
students on such an important topic—
both a global and local problem. This  
also sparked her research interest in 
transnational organized crime and 
inequalities around the world. “In order  
to gain European perspective, I was  
able to study Criminology and Social 

Policy for another semester in Northern 
Ireland, UK.”
 After graduation from Centenary, 
Elena returned to Washington, DC, 
working as a research assistant at the 
International Center on Nonviolent Conflict, 
which was during the EuroMaidan 
Revolution. Originally from Ukraine,  
Elena relived these historic events away 
from her former home, and presented  
her own research through international 
publications and at the Contemporary 
Ukraine Research Forum.

Volunteering, growing as an individual
Aside from academic work, Elena 
volunteers her time tutoring ESL 
students, the skill which she fostered 
while tutoring at the Hatchery Hill School  
in New Jersey, and as a note taker for 
students with disabilities at Centenary.  
“I think balancing the activities is an 
important skill, which I am ever improving, 
and which has shaped me as individual. 
I’ve learned how to be a team player 
through such projects as with Students  
in Free Enterprise (SIFE), (now renamed 
Enactus). Under Dr. McHugh’s leadership,  
I learned to present in front of large 
audiences of business professionals 
through SIFE competitions, and to develop 
social entrepreneurship projects.”
 Through her education and work, 
Elena plans to improve her knowledge of 
languages by continuing to study Spanish, 
and engage in understanding roots to 
social inequalities and finding solutions  
to global challenges. 
 Says Elena, “I am forever grateful to 
the professors and advisers at Centenary 
College and staff who believed in me. 
This shows that with hard work and 
supportive mentors, my American dream 
is possible.” 

FROM CENTENARY TO GEORGETOWN—
HACKETTSTOWN SCHOLAR PURSUES HER DREAM IN 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Fifty-five hundred people applied, 1,000 
applications went through to the second 
level; 500 made it to the interview stage; 
230 were selected. 2014 Centenary 
graduate Tracey Semcer was among  
the 230 applicants selected to join the 
Center for Disease Control’s Public Health 
Associate Program—a highly competitive, 
paid two-year training intended to attract 
recent college graduates into public health.
 CDC’s Public Health Associate 
Program establishes a pipeline of entry-
level, frontline public health professionals 
uniquely qualified to meet the public 
health workforce needs at the federal, 
state, and local levels. With a Centenary 
degree in Criminal Justice and a minor in 
Sociology, Tracey was uniquely qualified 
for a fellowship with the CDC.

An “amazing education”
“I loved Centenary,” says Tracey. “I’m  
so grateful for the opportunity I had  
when I was there. I had very dedicated 
professors who taught life skills—what  
it was like in the field and working in 

populations. They not only brought their 
teaching experience, but also years of 
law enforcement experience into the 
classroom. You don’t always get that.” 
Centenary also prepared Tracey for the 
job-hunting process, with an intense 
mock interview in front of a panel of 
professors and fellow classmates. “I 
thought I was prepared, but a couple of 
times, they knocked me off my chair.”
 Tracey also takes great pride in  
being in the first group to receive a  
new scholarship from the United Way  
of Northern New Jersey Women’s 
Leadership Council. The scholarship 
assisted female, non-traditional students 
from Warren County in affording the costs 
of completing their college education. 
United Way instituted the scholarship  
for Centenary students in the Fall 2012 
semester, with Centenary College 
providing a match.

A natural transition
Tracey’s transition from Criminal Justice 
to Public Health was seamless, as she 

had extensive experience in public service. 
As part of her Centenary requirements, 
she hosted an event at Centenary College 
to help raise sexual assault awareness on 
campuses. Tracey always had a passion 
for maternal and child health, and interned 
at the Domestic Abuse & Sexual Crisis 
Center in Washington, New Jersey. When 
given the opportunity to work in the public 
health arena, she jumped at the chance, 
since it would get her in the field, working 
hands-on with women and children, and 
in health crises and emergencies. 
 Today, Tracey is in the first chapter  
of her two-year fellowship as Public 
Health Associate in the field of Worksite 
Wellness for Forsyth County Employees 
in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. We 
wish Tracey luck and expect to hear  
great things about her work at the CDC 
and beyond. 

SAVING LIVES AT THE CDC. 
2014 GRADUATE ACCEPTED IN PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAM

Left to right—Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite, Centenary College President, Dr. Harriett Gaddy, Chair, Behavioral and 
Historical Studies and Tracey Semcer ’14 are pictured when she received her scholarship from the United Way of 
Northern New Jersey Women’s Leadership Council. 

MEETING NEW CHALLENGES
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NEW ATHLETIC DIRECTOR!
KEITH O’CONNOR IS POISED TO TAKE THE  
CYCLONES TO NEW HEIGHTS

WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY LEAVES COMPETITION IN  
THE DUST!
The Centenary College women’s cross-
country team is on a fast track to the 
winner’s cycle. In September 2015, the 
team took second place in the Colonial 
States Athletic Conference (CSAC) 
Preview at McDade Park in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. All seven of Centenary’s 

female racers scored within the top 35. 
Junior Priscilla Ortiz ’17 led the charge 
with a third-place finish. Sophomore 
Morgan Haller placed seventh, while 
freshman Nina Travia placed 15th. 
 Two weeks later, the team placed 
fifth in the Highlander Invitational, hosted 

by Cairn University. The 
team finished with a 145 
points and was paced 
by junior Priscilla Ortiz 
who finished ninth in the 
women’s 5K. 

Centenary College is 
pleased to announce 
the appointment of 
Keith O’Connor as its 
new Director of Athletics. 
Keith has a long track 
record of success with 
Centenary, joining the 

College in 2004 as the Head Men’s 
Soccer Coach, with Athletic Recruiting 
Coordinator added to his responsibilities, 
as well as Event/Game Day Manager.  
As the Director of Athletics, Keith will 
continue to wear his hat as Head Men’s 
Soccer Coach.
 Keith is looking forward to the future, 
with good steady improvement in the first 

season under the leadership of Centenary’s 
new and veteran coaches. “My goal is to 
compete at the highest level—to continue 
to take another step forward,” says Keith. 
“If we’re in the Conference, take another 
step to the Conference Championship, 
and then onto the NCAA Tournament.”
 Recently, Keith reached a personal 
milestone—his 100th career victory as  
the Head Coach of the Centenary Men’s 
Soccer team. Of those 100 victories, his 
current assistant Kevin Davies has either 
played or coached in 91 of them. Together, 
they’ve seen the team transform into a 
formidable opponent. 
 Keith takes a holistic approach to 
athletics. “As coaches, it’s our job to 

prepare our student-athletes within  
four years to be well-rounded adults  
for the real world. We teach them time 
management and responsibility on the 
court, and encourage them to perform  
in the classroom. They get the full 
experience, so they can succeed both 
athletically and academically.” With a 
department grade point average of above 
a 3.0, this game plan has undoubtedly 
been a winning one.
 As the Director of Athletics, Keith’s 
mission is to propel students into the 
future—to help them compete and win, 
whether it’s in the NCAA Tournament  
or in life.
 Go Keith O’Connor and the Cyclones! 

CYCLONE SPOTLIGHT:  
BECKY D’ANGELO, WOMEN’S SOCCER

At least one time in 
every person’s life, they 
come to a metaphorical 
fork in the road. Most 
decisions made at a 
crossroads are life 
changing with long- 

lasting effects. Senior women’s soccer 
player Becky D’Angelo ’16 has been at that 
fork multiple times while at Centenary.
 “I was originally verbally committed 
to Stevenson University in Maryland 
when I got a phone call from Centenary’s 
Coach Davies during my last tournament 

with my club team,” said Becky. It was 
that fateful phone call from Coach Davies  
that would change everything for her.
 “I decided to come look at Centenary,  
and when I left, I told my mom this is 
where I want to go. I made a last-minute 
decision in April to come here, and I had 

to make the awkward phone call to  
the Stevenson Coach to tell him  
I was no longer going to be attending 
school there.”
 The atmosphere was the catalyst 
behind her decision to come to Centenary. 
She liked that it was close to New York 
City and she liked the way the players 
accepted her into the women’s soccer 
family. “They really seemed like a close 
group of girls and I didn’t find that at any 
of the other schools.”
 Becky was also considering Savannah 
School of Art and Design, Meredith College 
in North Carolina, Buffalo State, and 
Indiana University in Pennsylvania.
 Becky is very versatile—she played 
soccer and even danced in her formative 
years. Athleticism runs in the her 
household, as her father Bob played 
baseball and football in high school,  
while her younger sister Tori played 
soccer and basketball. Her mother Gail 
had always been around athletics in a 
supportive role as a cheerleader in high 
school and for a semi-pro football team in 
Harrisburg. “My mom has never forgotten 
it. She still does her cheers in the kitchen 
from time to time.”
 Becky came to her second crossroads 
at the end of her freshman year when she 

tore her ACL. “It was probably one of the 
worst pains I have ever been through in 
my whole life. It was during our breast 
cancer awareness game. As I went in for 
a tackle, my body went one way and my 
leg went the other.”
 Becky’s confidence began to weaken 
and her mental state changed—she even 
considered quitting soccer. “I was so torn 
up because I had just got into the flow  
of college soccer. At first, denial set in, 
and then I started to doubt myself. I kept 
thinking I’m never going to get back to 
where I was, I was never going to have 
the same movement I did, and I was 
never going to be the same player I was.”
 Becky’s mom Gail came to her rescue. 
“During that summer, I had a talk with  
my mom—she said you’re going to have 
to work harder if you want to play next 
season. It was a turning point. I needed 
to take it upon myself to go out and get 
back into game shape.” The talk paid off 
because Becky returned for her sophomore 
year stronger, both mentally and physically.
 “During my freshman year, I never 
understood how much it meant to win the 
championship, I never understood how 
much it meant to make it as far as we did. 
Ever since, I’ve worked 10 times harder 
than I ever have.”

 Becky will graduate with a degree in 
Fashion Merchandising this spring and 
strives to be an assistant buyer for a 
company or work for a public relations 
firm. Becky has been doing an internship 
with the PR office at Centenary and has 
learned a great deal from her time there. 
“Public relations is such a fast paced 
environment, where things are always 
changing. It really keeps you on your toes.”
 Becky’s best moment on the pitch is 
when the women’s soccer team reached 
the CSAC final in 2014. “I never played on 
a team with that strong of a connection 
and with so much care about one another.”
 Becky describes her time at Centenary 
as unpredictable. “My four years have 
been a rollercoaster ride of unpredictability, 
from the highs and low. I’ve met so many 
people that I will remain friends with for 
the rest of my life. I’ve grown so much. 
Centenary College is the only real place 
to experience this.” 

The Colonial States Athletic Conference announced the 2015 CSAC Baseball Awards 
as voted upon by the league’s seven head coaches. Centenary College’s Ryan Caparoni 
’19 was named the 2015 Player of the Year. A first team all-CSAC selection at first 
base, the senior power hitter started all 31 games he played for the Cyclones and 
batted .422 with 13 doubles, three triples and 10 home runs. 
 Ryan drove in 44 runs and scored 38 times with an .845 slugging percentage. He 
also boasted a .996 fielding percentage, committing only one error in 267 chances at 
first. Ryan is the second Cyclone in three years to earn the conference’s Player of the 
Year award (Joe Forcellini, 2013).
 Ryan Caparoni was also named D3Baseball.com All-American. He was a third 
team All-American selection. Players that made it to their respective All-Region teams 
around the country were then voted on to be named All-Americans for 2015. 

RYAN CAPARONI NAMED 2015  
CSAC PLAYER OF THE YEAR AND 
ALL-AMERICAN

Centenary College first baseman Ryan Caparoni ’19 and shortstop John Tierney ’19 
were named to the 2015 New Jersey Collegiate Baseball Association (NJCBA) Division 
II/II All-State Teams. Ryan was named to the all-state third team, while John earned a 
spot on the all-rookie team. 

RYAN CAPARONI AND JOHN TIERNEY 
NAMED TO NJCBA ALL-STATE TEAMS

RYAN CAPARONI 
SCORES BIG IN 2015!
•  2015 CSAC Player of the Year

•  Named to NJCBA All-State Teams

• Named All-American

VOLLEYBALL
COACH WALTER EARNS 
FIRST CAREER VICTORY!
Congratulations to Coach Kelsey Walter 
’12. She earned her first career victory 
and snapped a losing streak in decisive 
fashion with a 3-0 sweep of the Panthers 
of SUNY Old Westbury. 

Two top 10 finishes for junior Priscilla Ortiz!
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1935
Ilse Schrenk Wahle
603-228-6294
149 E Side Drive
Concord, NH 03301-5410

1939
Carol Olsen-Voorhees
908-782-5373
40 Sergeantsville Road
Flemington, NJ 08822-1584
corkyjo@netzero.net

1940
Position Open

1941
Position Open

1942
Edith Bolte Kutz
561-498-4388
4561 Oak Tree Court
Delray Beach, FL 33445
ediekutz@aol.com

1943
Georgine Hill Mendillo
850-625-3340
80 Cedar St. Apt 331
Branford, CT 06405
John.mendillo20@gmail.com

1944
Virginia George Hook
609-397-0553
553 Rosemont Ringoes Road
PO Box 93
Sergeantsville, NJ 08557-0093

1945
Barbara Wheatley Murray
914-337-2134
89 Kensington Road
Bronxville, NY 10708-1406

1946
Position Open

1947
Ann Mayberry Johnson
508-356-3488
104 Dr Julius Kelley Lane
Pocasset, MA 02559

Ann Mayberry Johnson writes:  
I am very happy to be keeping up 
the good work Helen did with our 
Class of 1947. Let me hear from 
you at the address listed above. 
—“Maybe” I heard from Anne 
Whitaker Pierce, who says, “Hi! I’m 
still alive and living in assisted living 
at Atria, 42 Mall Road, Burlington, 
MA 01803. Phone # 781-273-7357. 
I’d love to know where my former 
roommate, Lois Holmes, is and 
other friends that I’ve lost track 
of.”—Whit

1948
Naoma Muller Morgenstein
860-507-6458
300 Plainville Ave—G21
Unionville, CT 06085
naomaquilts@gmail.com

1949
Florence Austermuhl Larson
619-955-3995
2773 Dahlia Ave.
San Diego, CA 92154
Rob.Larson@gcccd.edu

Florence Austermuhl Larson 
writes: I will be moving soon,  
note new address. I am going to  
a smaller one story house closer  
to one son, 2 grandsons, and my 
church. Now I am trying to get  
rid of 65 years of accumulated 
belongings and it is difficult. One 
grandson who lives with me now 
will be going with me and will be  
a big help in the yard and fixing 
things in the house. Evie Dries 
Matthews’ daughter Linda wrote 
me that Evie passed away May 8 
from a stroke. Linda had a 
“Celebration of Evelyn” at her  
home in July. I will really miss her, 
we had fun times at Centenary and 
have kept in touch all these years. 
Audrey Henn Nawoschik misses 
her independence but one son 
lives with her and takes her where 
she needs to go. Her daughter  
and granddaughter visited and they 
had a good time in Lavallette with 
her other son. Nancy Morrell 
McClatchie works a little in and  
out of the office. She is president  
of the White Plains Rural Cemetery 
Association and helps at the church 

thrift shop. She is going to a gala 
for the White Plains Beautification. 
She is sad that there are only 40 
classmates left from 300 at her 
high school. One son spends 4 
nights a week with her because  
he lives so far from his job. Nancy 
Hendee Pain was in Boulder for 
her granddaughter’s wedding. 
Another granddaughter took first 
place in a marathon and her twin 
was cycling in Ireland with a biking 
team. Nancy is on a billiards team 
and does Tai Chi. She says it is 
beautiful in Kitty Hawk, NC where 
she lives close to 2 of her children. 
Debby Ettinger Moss loves her 
new retirement home, says it is like 
a cruise ship that never leaves port 
and they are making new friends. 
She goes to UCLA for checkups 
for her glaucoma.

1950
Ann Messenger-Viau
508-432-1049
260 Chatham Road
Harwich, MA 02645-3365
Geoff10404@yahoo.com

1951
Eleanor Decker McNaugher
724-625-4299
504 Laurel Oak Drive
Valencia, PA 16059-8781
edmjrm@consolidated.net

1952
Joan Thornton Teller
717-464-6954
712 Willow Valley Lakes Drive
Willow Street, PA 17584
jtrtteller@aol.com

1953
Drusie Fox Jenkins
781-740-1769
208 Linden Ponds Way Apt CL 601
Hingham, MA 02043
drusiej@verizon.net

1954
Gwen Kennedy Butz
757-637-7411
The Chamberlin
2 Fenwick Road
Hampton, VA 23651
jackbutz@aol.com

Gwen Kennedy Butz writes: I have 
moved to a lovely retirement facility 
“The Chamberlin” right on the 
Chesapeake Bay. It is a gorgeous 
place and has a fantastic view.  
I recently saw Debby Winne 
Markowitz, my roommate. She has 
had some trouble with her neck, 
but she is still full of life. Her sister 
and her niece were with her and 
we hoped she would move to 
Virginia (time will tell). I hope some 
of the girls will read my note and 
write to me here at the Chamberlin. 
We are swimming every day, riding 
our bikes and doing exercises. A 
wonderful life in a beautiful state. 
Three of our boys and family are  
all in Virginia. I also recently got 
together with Lois Miller Beardwood 
& Mary Ellen Kottgen McKenna, 
and we all had a wonderful time 
catching up. During lunch we 
spoke about Lesley Field Dunbar 
who could not join them, but she  
is doing just fine. Lesley heard  
from Dorie Zacher Marshall, her 
roommate, and she is doing just 
fine living in California. She would 
love to hear from her fellow 
classmates. The Class of 1954 
would like to send their love to 
Carol Burgess Lackland and her 
children; they were so lucky to have 
David as a husband and father.  
I would like to hear from other 
classmates, please feel free to 
contact me so we can catch up!

1955
Eleanor Rausch Greene
772-678-4884
3400 SE Aster Lane
Apt. 221
Stuart, FL 34994
lisagreene3@comcast.net

Ellie Rausch Greene writes: Most 
of our class celebrated our 80th 
birthdays during 2015—and our 
60th Centenary Reunion was this 
year as well!

CLASS NEWS AND NOTES
(Ellie Rausch Greene ’55 and Evie 
Klebe Hepper ’55 at Priates Loft 
Resort, Stuart, FL in April 2015)

(Evelyn Klebe Hepper ’55 and Linda 
Klebe Larsen ’68 taken on Evie’s 80th 
birthday celebration luncheon held  
on May 15, 2015. Headbands were 
created by Linda.)

(Margot Nelson Carey ’55 at Evie’s 
birthday with a headband created by 
Linda Klebe Larsen ’68)

1956
Phyllis Cotter Graf
860-767-2328
46 Dennison Road
Essex, CT 06426-1351
ggraf2@comcast.net

1957
Alice “Baynes” MacLea Hobbs
325-944-3017
2814 Canyon Creek Drive
San Angelo, TX 76904-7004
abhobbs75@yahoo.com

Alice “Baynes” MacLea Hobbs 
writes: Thank you to those few 
classmates who sent news. It is 
always good to hear from you. 
Jean Gilpatrick Losee wrote  
that she has been married to her 
husband, Bill, for 55 years. They 
have 3 grown children and 8 
grandchildren in Wilmington, NC, 
Richmond, VA, and Fairfax, VA. 
They are enjoying retired life in 
North Carolina where they can play 
golf at least 8 or 9 months of the  

year. They are big Duke fans. In the 
past two years, they have enjoyed 
two river cruises which Jean highly 
recommends. Her roommate, Lynn 
Tatro deLoe, lives in University Park, 
FL and they keep in close contact. 
Bette Boder Coningsby writes that 
they have 15 grandchildren and 
their eldest married in August at 
Laguna Beach. Another grandson 
has a Fulbright scholarship to teach 
English in Taiwan for a year, and 
study Mandarin. Five grandchildren 
have graduated from Fla. State U., 
and there are two more there. All 
have loved FSU. Bette and Bob 
enjoy spending seven months in 
Fla. and five months at their home 
in the NC mountains. They enjoy 
playing golf, tennis, and croquet and 
pursuing her passion for painting. 
Bette also shared with me that 
Dana Anderson Malo died in 2008. 
She had been living in Ft. Lauderdale. 
Gail Blank McNally wrote at length 
about the lovely changes to the 
Centenary campus. The Lackland 
Center is first class and the library 
has a new patio and coffee shop.  
It is hard to see the empty lot where 
the President’s home stood. Life  
on the Potomac for Gail and her 
husband is quite lovely. This fall 
they will travel to London on the 
Queen Mary II and then via the 
Chunnel, will go to Brussels and 
Amsterdam, then board a river 
cruise for the Christmas markets 
on the Rhine. As for me, Arthur and 
I will be traveling to my hometown, 
Towson, Md., in October to attend 
my 60th high school reunion. Hope 
to see Jane Ellicott Flattery and 
her husband, Paul, there. Both 
were classmates at Towson High 
School. Last month I sent an email 
to those I had addresses for and 
asked you to look over the list of 
classmates who don’t have email 
addresses. It’s fun to read the 
alumni newsletter, but we need 
news from you all. Please send me 
information about anyone on the 
list. Thank you, too, for the nice 
comments many of you have sent.  
I very much appreciate them.

(Gail Bergenback Vigra ’57 and Marion 
Grafton Moates ’57)

1958
Position Open

1959
Thais McAleece Haines
cell: 609-384-2289 
home: 609-549-3411
23 Bayville Way
Waretown, NJ 08758
thaishaines@gmail.com

Doll Spach Siegel
973-267-4813
8 Morgan Court
Morristown, NJ 07960
masiegel1@comcast.net

1960
Elizabeth “Betsy” Stanley Thomas
301-384-8104
2206 Solmar Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20904
BetsyThms@aol.com

Gail Sylvester Longstreth
808-373-4490
239 Halemaumau Street
Honolulu, HI 96821-2055
rlongstreth@hawaii.rr.com

Linda Berlinger Burke writes: Our 
Florida reunion of the “Centenary 
Belles” took place on March 25, 
2015. There were five of us in 
attendance: Verna (Birdie) Payer 
Buchs, Linda Berlinger Burke, 
Sara Leon Broadbent, Judy 
Calvert Yerkes, and Ann Dothard 
Walters. Nancy Baker Martin  
was unable to attend due to an 
important prior commitment. We 
met in a central location, Bok 
Tower Gardens in Lake Wales, FL 
and had lunch in their charming 
café. We had not been together 
since 2007 and we had an enormous 
amount of information to share. Of 
course, we chatted non-stop for 
three hours! All of us had given prior 
thoughts to what had transpired in 
our lives since we last met almost 
eight years ago and here is a quick 
review. Birdie Payer Buchs has 
been with Friends of American Art 
for six years and the Trips Chair for 
the past five years. It is an acquisition 
group and also a social group taking 
trips, having gallery talks, visiting 
private homes, etc. This year, Birdie 
is the chairman of local events.  
She has seven grandchildren and 
has a deep commitment to family, 
community, sports, and travel. 
Birdie is also the “Wine and Wickets” 
champ of her community. With her 
husband Andy, she has been on 
several trips to Europe and Alaska. 
Ann Dothard Walters participated 
in a boot camp exercise for one  

month at age 68! She was the 
oldest in a class of 20 participants. 
They met weekdays from 5:30–6:30 
am. Somehow she survived and is 
very proud of her accomplishment. 
Ann has also been caring for an 
adorable two year old girl for the last 
22 months and loves her job. Ann 
has five grandkids and three step-
grandkids. She loves Zentangle, 
exercise, and devoting her time to 
mentoring a high school student for 
some years. Sara Leon Broadbent 
misses her golf, but is determined to 
return someday. She exercises at 
the club and enjoys life. Her loving 
husband Bob is a god-send and 
she couldn’t say enough good 
things about him at our luncheon. 
She has two grandkids, one in 
Seattle and one in Cary, NC. Judy 
Calvery Yerkes has recently had a 
tremendous shift in life regarding 
her physical capabilities; two major 
back surgeries and five left leg 
surgeries, which have left her with 
balance, coordination, and strength 
problems. She even came close to 
losing her leg, but she is grateful 
for the support of her husband 
Skip and her kids. Judy lost her 
mom three years ago at 100 years 
old and her sister one year ago. 
The huge void in her life has been 
filled with her oil paintings (which 
are incredible, by the way) and she 
recently exhibited at an art show.  
In between all of this, she and Skip 
managed to take trips to Russia, 
China, and Ireland. She has 13 
grandchildren and all but five live 
ten minutes away. They are the 
highlights of her life. Judy also 
found time to write an autobiography 
about Vietnam days entitled “Lady 
and the Officer” which she hopes 
to copyright and publish. Nancy 
Baker Martin divides her time 
between Dorset, Vermont, and  
Lost Tree Village in North Palm 
Beach, FL. She has been so busy 
with all of her commitments and 
obligations that it was impossible 
for her to join us. She is playing  
lots of competitive golf and is lucky 
(and good!) enough to play in the 
United States Senior Women’s  
Golf Association. She plays lots of 
duplicate bridge and loves Bible 
study. Her warm and supportive 
community has swelled the numbers 
of the study to 105! Nancy hopes 
to take up painting next year and 
there’s the gym three times a week, 
so life is full! She has five grandkids 
and also volunteers working with 
children and states that she is  

AT A GLANCE

PAGE 16 | WINTER 2015 THE CENTENARIAN | PAGE 17



blessed with lots of energy. As for 
me, Linda Berlinger Burke, the last 
eight years have been interesting. 
Keith and I locked up our home  
in 2007 and traveled from Port  
St. Lucie, FL to the New Hope 
area, outside of Philly, to care for 
my aging mom, Marie. Caring for 
her was the most joyous pleasure 
of our lives. Sadly, in 2010, she 
passed away at 95 and we still 
miss her terribly. Shortly after 
returning, I decided to write my 
autobiography for my eight 
grandkids. It’s filled with lots of 
photos, interesting stories, and 
philosophical suggestions! 100 
years from now, it may even be 
considered interesting! I highly 
recommend it for all “seniors”!  
I have always loved climbing 
mountains, so in 2013 I flew to 
Denver and climbed Mt. Bierstadt,  
a 14,060 foot snowcapped 
challenge. It sounds odd, but  
it helps me conquer my fear  
of heights. In 2014, I began 
volunteering for Treasure Coast 
Hospice as an in-home volunteer 
and acquired my Certified Nursing 
Assistant (CNA) degree and I 
continue volunteering today. In July 
2015, I went on a “photographic” 
trip with dear friends to Monhegan 
Island off the coast of Maine and 
upon my return, I spent a month  
a few blocks from the ocean in 
Delray Beach, FL gathering shells 
and lounging on the beach. Right 
now, life is good! We’re all looking 
forward to our next reunion in early 
2017 when Judy will host us at her 
lovely winter home on Sanibel Island, 
FL! We have realized that we are 
one strong, devoted, fun group of 
women and we are thriving! I loved 
all the comments from our pre-
meeting questionnaire, but one in 
particular stands out. The question 
was “What is the motto you live 
by?” and Ann’s reply was… “Be 
kind. Remember everyone you 
meet is fighting a hard battle.” No 
truer words were ever spoken.

(Verna (Birdie) Payer Buchs, Linda 
Berlinger Burke, Sara Leon Broadbent, 
Judy Calvert Yerkes, Ann Dothard 
Walters)

(Janine Evans Brothers, Gerry Mace 
Murphy, Ann Dothard Walters 
celebrating their 55th in Naples)

1961
Joyce Fierro Velzy
772-873-9008
1253 NW Bentley Circle Apt A
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986
joyvelz@juno.com

Joyce Fierro Velzy writes: It’s always 
nice to hear good news these days! 
Margie Hinkel Mathisen and her 
husband became great-grandparents 
of a baby girl in August, thanks to 
their grandson and his wife. Little 
Jaime was named after her dad 
and granddad. The family is in the 
Air Force in LA so Margie, who 
lives in FL, hopes to see them over 
Christmas. In June, Nancy Heimert 
Zabka and husband, Stan, attended 
a Zabka Family Reunion in the 
Denver, CO area, with almost 100 
attending, from newborns to age 
91, representing four generations. 
According to Nancy, “lots of love and 
re-connections were experienced 
by all.” In July, Nancy and Stan 
relaxed for two weeks in Maui, 
spending most of their time on the 
beaches where they body surfed, 
toured the island, and sailed to  
the Island of Lanai. Nancy writes, 
“We’re now looking forward to 
having all our kids and grandkids 
with us for Christmas…something 
we’ve been able to pull off for the 
last 21 years. We don’t take it for 
granted, though, as it gets harder 
to pull off each year.” Barbara 
Williams Foster writes from Deer 
Park, outside of Houston, TX,  
that her husband, daughter and  
2 grandchildren drove to Delaware 
in July and stayed with her sister  
in Lewes. Her home is right where 
the Delaware-Cape May, NJ ferry 
goes back-and-forth between the 
two states. Barbara’s sister lives in 
Pearland, TX but stays in Delaware 
for 4½ months. Barbara writes  
that all four grandchildren are in 
high school, a freshman, two 
sophomores and a senior and 
(gasp!) are driving! She sends best 
wishes to the Class of 1961! More 
good news: Marilyn “Mickey 
Mouse” Parsons Wortman writes, 
“Here is the best news ever! After 

50 years of working and 15 of those 
years in human resources for the 
Town of Edgartown on Martha’s 
Vineyard, I am retiring on Sept. 30 
forever and ever! I think 74 is time 
to quit, don’t you? So, come and 
visit—I’m free for lunch!” Susie 
Stevens Hamblett and her husband 
Pete, now living in NH, visited the 
Vineyard this past summer and  
she and Marilyn “had a great time 
reminiscing about Centenary and 
all the fun times we had in South 
dorm.” Marilyn’s first grandchild 
goes to college next fall and her 
last of nine entered Kindergarten 
this fall. In October, she and her 
husband will tour “the magnificent 
cities of eastern Europe with a 
group from the Vineyard. Great  
way to celebrate my retirement. I’m 
leading the group so we’re certain 
to get off track!” Molly Power 
Balzer and her husband, George, 
were looking forward to three weeks 
in Puerto Vallarta this October after 
an unusually busy year. She was 
able to enjoy several weeks on 
Anna Marie Island, FL over the 
summer. It was wonderful having a 
long chat with Mary Nash recently, 
catching up on family and the ups-
and-downs of life these days. She 
was able to spend her “annual” 
vacation in ME this past summer, 
with her kids and grandkids visiting, 
as their busy schedules allowed,  
of course!

(Nancy Heimert Zabka and family 
taken at her reunion)

1962
Judi Braddock Andrews
805-497-1268
1635 Swansea Place
Westlake Village, CA 91361
judiand1635@yahoo.com

Judi Braddock Andrews writes: 
Our oldest son, Jeff, and his new 
wife Trisha were married in July  
at Double Eagle Resort in June 
Lake, CA. George and I drove up 
for the weekend festivities with 
Betsy Zweier Paxton and Jim. 
What an awesome backdrop for a 
very special wedding. Betsy and 
Jim’s time with us was all too short 
as they headed back to the east 
coast to enjoy and “soak up” their 
beautiful new granddaughter, Zoe. 
Susan Wisner Gould “Wiz” wanted 
to share news of her and Dana’s 

50th anniversary celebration which 
was a wonderful, memorable event 
at Beaches resort in Turks and 
Caicos. Their immediate family was 
in attendance: Son Stephen and 
wife Nancy, Daughter Kristen and 
husband Rob and their precious 
grandkids Sam, Lauren, Lee and 
Jonah. She also mentioned her 
husband Dana suffered a heart 
attack in June but was now doing 
fine (Stay well Dana). Wiz asked  
if I had heard or seen my CCW 
roommate, Pauline Herrmann....
recalling some very FUN times.  
I’ve tried to find her. Would love to 
reconnect. Please gals....let’s hear 
from you. I am sure many would 
love to reconnect. My best, be safe.

(Dana and Susan Wisner Gould with 
their family, celebrating their 50th 
anniversary)

1963
Janice Babcock Johnson
215-628-3642
312 E. Fiedler Road
Maple Glen, PA 19002-2714
jjgolf@comcast.net

Ellen Fiencke Whitaker
315-692-4750
7630 Somerset Lane
Manilus, NY 13104
elw2143@dcccd.edu

(Spring 1963 Brotherton Hall Residents)

Cynthia Miller Hunt writes: Times 
were different when I graduated 
from Centenary in the early sixties. 
I didn’t have a burning desire to  
go on to school and/or pursue a 
career. My dream was to marry and  
raise a family. This was realized 
when I married two years after 
graduation and had three wonderful 
children. It was everything I had 
wanted—Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 

ALL IN THE FAMILY
ANN GRESZCZAK ’75/’77
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT OF THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE BOARD

PTA meetings, church, bake sales, 
youth groups. Then suddenly my 
perfect life was shattered when my 
husband passed away from a freak 
heart condition, and left me alone 
to raise three teenagers. Many 
people don’t realize the internal 
strength they have until a tragedy 
occurs. My children kept me going. 
I went to work, and eventually, my 
children all graduated from college, 
married, and had children of their 
own. It was at my job that I met my 
best friend forever, Bill, who also 
happened to be my boss. We later 
married and have been happily 
married for over 30 years, traveling 
extensively. We live just a half hour 
away from Centenary, and are 
members of Trinity United Methodist 
Church just down the street from 
the college. Every Sunday morning, 
I look up and see Centenary’s big 
gold dome and think of the happy 
times I spent on campus. We  
also attend plays at the college. 
When I’m not visiting children and 
grandchildren, Bill and I go on 
cruises, I volunteer at the local  
library and our church, and love to  

read. I’m very proud of my vegetable 
garden, and spend many happy 
hours, canning and freezing home-
grown tomatoes, carrots, kale, 
peppers, corn, etc. I am living my 
original dream of marriage, family 
and home. It wasn’t until high 
school that I learned that my great, 
great grandfather was George J. 
Ferry Sr., a Centenary trustee for 
42 years, beginning in 1869, and 
President of the Board from 1872 
to 1911. He was instrumental in 
re-building Centenary after the 
1899 fire. The natatorium and a 
front parlour room were named 
after him.

(Cynthia Miller Hunt ’63 and her 
husband, Bill)

1964
Carolyn James Harbourt
904-461-6922
310 Aegean Vista Way
St. Augustine, FL 32080

1965
Claire Kilpatrick Michlovitz
603-715-1298
47 South Curtisville Road
Concord, NH 03301-5909
foxpersonone@comcast.net

Claire Kilpatrick Michlovitz writes: 
My five grandchildren were all here 
together in July and had lots of fun 
swimming, kayaking, and playing 
mini golf. Our granddaughters live 
nearby here in Concord, and our 
grandsons are in Sandy Hook, CT. 
They all bring lots of joy to our lives!

(The grandchildren of Claire Kilpatrick 
Michlovitz ’65)

Susie Latham Klein writes: Three 
sets of roommates from Centenary 
class of 1965 (Balbi Atherton 
Brooks and Susie Leonard Egan; 
Ellen O’neil McCormick and Cindy 
May Lawrence; and Nancy Marshall 
Barclay and Susie Latham Klein) 
got together in August 2015 in 
Denver and at A Bar A Ranch in 
Wyoming for a beautiful time of 
reconnection. Amazing that 50 
years have passed, but we all fell 
right into step and had a wonderful 
time together. Balbi and Cindy 
came from Hawaii; Susie and Susie 
came from California; Ellen came 
from Connecticut; and Nancy came 
from Pennsylvania.

(L to R: Cindy May Lawrence, Ellen 
O’neil McCormick (kneeling), Susie 
Latham Klein, Nancy Marshall Barclay, 
Susie Leonard Egan, Balbi Atherton 
Brooks)

Ann Greszczak ’75/’77 is on a mission to encourage alumni to  
get involved with Centenary College. It’s part of her commitment 
as Second Vice President of Alumni Association Executive 
Board (AAEB).
 Born and raised in Hackettstown, Ann’s Centenary story 
dates back 32 years ago when her mother was the Executive 
Housekeeper at the College. “When I was young, we’d walk 
around the school—it was my second family. Now we look at 
old films and see Centenary,” says Ann.
 In 1975, Ann graduated from Centenary with an Associates 
Degree in Education. As the College didn’t have a bachelors 
program in education, Ann set her sights on another college.  
A phone call in the summer months changed all that, when she 
was informed that Centenary had instituted a Bachelors Degree 
in Education. Two years later, Ann graduated and was well on 
her way to a fulfilling career in teaching. 
 Today, Ann teaches education as an Adjunct instructor at 
Centenary, and is a 6th grade teacher at Mount Olive Middle 
School. Ann was also awarded lifetime membership from the 
PTA for her dedication to education—a testament to her own 
education at Centenary. Her daughter, Teri, has followed in her 
Centenary footsteps and received her MBA in Education from 
Centenary in 2015.

 Nothing gives Ann greater pride than working with her 
former students. “Three former Centenary students are now my 
colleagues at Mount Olive. It’s a wonderful feeling, knowing that 
I’ve helped my students become teachers and my colleagues. 
It’s very rewarding to bring young people into my profession. I 
learn so much from them. It’s a win-win.”
 Ann has been a member of AAEB for five years, and has 
been key in helping to recruit more recent alumni to join the 
AAEB. She has also played a big role in her community, 
coaching soccer, softball and basketball, and as past President 
of the Lady’s Auxiliary of the Fire Department—an organization 
her husband holds dear to his heart as a firefighter for 40 years.
 Ann has seen Centenary and the community change over 
the last 30 years. “At one time, Centenary was known as a girls’ 
finishing school that 
was detached from the 
town. Today, the school 
and community 
embrace each other. 
I’ve seen this town 
become a college 
town, thanks to 
Centenary.” 
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1966
Judith Loveman Noonan
781-237-1483
24 River Glen Road
Wellesley, MA 02181-1640
judnoonan@aol.com

1967
Barbara Leighton Faulkner
330-653-6826
6761 Pheasants Ridge
Hudson, OH 44236-3265
lauraleightondesigns@ 
windstream.net

1968
Linda Klebe Larsen
703-753-6462
15214 Brier Creek Drive
Haymarket, VA 20169
lklebelarsen@comcast.net

Jean Anderson Webb
703-354-1725
6559 Jay Miller Drive
Falls Church, VA 22041-1134
jwebbelo@gmail.com

1969
Elizabeth Braun Andreini-Thomas
239-262-3837
1784 22nd Ave. NE
Naples, FL 34120
ebandreini@comcast.net

1970
Melinda Lord Martin
860-225-0461
85 Windsor Road
Kensington, CT 06037
melinda1243@comcast.net

Melinda Lord Martin writes: We 
still live in central Connecticut and 
have been here for 37 years. Our 
oldest son lives in Westport, CT 
and works in lower Manhattan for 
AIG; they have a 4 year old son  
and 2 year old twins—boy and girl 
(very busy). Our middle son lives in 
Battery Park City, NYC, and works 
for a hedge fund; they have a 2½ 
year old daughter. Our youngest 
son works for NOLS (outdoor 
leadership school) but is now in 
school in Cambridge, MA for one 
year. We are very busy with family, 
some travel, local organizations, 
playing golf, etc. Life is busy but 
good! I have seen Barbara Thomas 
Porter recently; she lives on Cape 
Cod and is working for a bank. 
Cathy Huether McClelland reports: 
I retired the beginning of this month. 
I had been working for almost 25 
years and decided that it was time 
to be able to travel and pursue 
other things. My husband has been 
retired for 4 years so this will allow 
us to do more together. We have 3 

children and 9 grandchildren. There 
are 5 girls and 4 boys ranging from 
6–16 years of age; seven live in 
Maryland and 2 in NY State. I have 
been volunteering for the Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestra since 1981 
and plan to continue with this. It 
has been rewarding, educational 
and entertaining; I would recommend 
this opportunity to everyone. I have 
heard amazing music and met great 
people. Meg Crabtree Logan and 
her husband, Ron, and Mac and I 
met for a hike in Acadia National 
Park a couple of years ago when 
our cruise ship spent a day in Bar 
Harbor. They live in Maine and are 
both no longer working. They travel 
a lot and have a passion for cross 
country skiing and hiking. Ron is  
a fabulous photographer which  
I realized when we were at the 
Centenary reunion that we attended. 
If you have any updates that you 
would like to include in the CCW 
newsletter, please email me at the 
address above!

1971
Carol Swenson Tanzola
717-755-3172
3009 Trout Run Road
York, PA 17406
ctanzola1@gmail.com

1972
Karen Clark Blane
901-854-4779
1885 Penshurst Drive
Collierville, TN 38017-9107

Mikie Ryzow Fellezs
808-699-0788
46-212 Ahui Nani Place
Kaneohe, HI 96844
Mikiefellezs@gmail.com

1973
Cynthia Johnson Dodd
321-327-5469
512 Clifton Drive
Melbourne, FL 32904-7452
cdodd53@aol.com

1974
Valerie Coleman Moore
973-839-0148
6 Meyer Pl #2
Pompton Plains, NJ 07444-1804
vcolemanmoore@yahoo.com

1975
Carolyn Holt Miksch
2180 Atlantic Coast Court
Lewes, DE 19958
mikschc@hotmail.com

Carolyn Holt Miksch writes: I tried 
to be a correspondent with The 
Centenarian but people were afraid 

Kathleen Lascky Turner ’70 has been a member of the President’s 
Circle since 2007. For the past two years, she has served as 
Co-chair of the President’s Circle and was elected the Chair in 
October 2015.
 Kathleen will lead the President’s Circle as they continue 
serving as invaluable advisors to the President and as 
ambassadors to the broader community. Specifically, this 
means engaging alumni leaders and friends in areas critical  
to the future of the institution—recruitment, student life, 
fundraising, and the other priorities, as determined by the 
leadership of Centenary College.
 Aside from Kathleen’s involvement through the President’s 
Circle, Kathleen also serves as a leader for giving and involvement 
at Centenary, serving as the Cornelius Walsh Society Chair. The 
Society consists of all alumni, friends, and organizations that 
give $1,000 or more to Centenary College.
 When asked why Kathleen initially got involved with 
Centenary after Stan Kula—Senior Director for Major Gifts at 
Centenary College—approached her, her response was both 
introspective and touching. “My husband, George, and I felt 
very strongly about educating and giving back to help other 

students. Equally important, at some point as we grow older, 
the ‘what if’ questions pop up to give us pause regarding why 
and how we made the big decisions in life. Those decisions can 
only be debated with the perspective of age, and I think it is 
safe to say that I’m now at an age that provides such 
perspective.”
 Kathleen continues, “There are many platitudes that provide 
comfort in explaining the ‘what’s’ and ‘why’s’ of what happens 
to us: ‘You reap what you sow,’ ‘God helps those that help 
themselves.’ In my personal case, the Centenary professors 
with their caring and constant encouragement and belief in me 
were the people that made the difference in my being able to  
be successful in my professional life.”
 Kathleen is a firm believer that no matter how strong the  
will and determination, few of us can go at it alone and in my 
quiet moments of reflection. “I know that Centenary played a 
monumental role in the person I am today. For those reasons,  
it is with gratitude that I want to give back.” 

GIVING BACK
KATHLEEN LASCKY TURNER ’70
CHAIR OF THE PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE

to write for fear of being asked for 
money. Look, you do what you can 
and remember it’s nice to hear 
about old friends. I am at the other 
end of life since Centenary. My 
husband and I are retiring and 
moving to Delaware. We won’t be 
far from our daughter and son, who 
gave us two amazing grandchildren. 
We have built a house and look 
forward to new adventures and 
catching up. I hope you are all okay 
and best wishes to everyone.

1976
Debra Ray Botbyl
845-537-0200
643 Plains Road
Wallkill, NY 12589
dbotbyl@hotmail.com

1977
Ellyn Minor
973-744-7763
47 Aubrey Road
Upper Montclair, NJ 07043
ellynminor@gmail.com

1978
Nanci Marks Oakley
610-258-3737
2718 Plymouth Drive
Easton, PA 18045
njo1313@ptd.net

Nanci Marks Oakley writes: Elise 
Laing Doerrier, Janice Ferro, and  
I got together to celebrate the 
wedding of Elise’s daughter this 
summer. 39 years after our first 
meeting we still have each other’s 
backs and enjoy every minute we 
are together. Yes we’re older, but 
not so sure we’ve grown up!

(Nanci Marks Oakley, Elise Laing 
Doerrier and Janice Ferro)

1979
Susan Van Schelven Fischer
201-670-6735
43 Princeton Avenue
Midland Park, NJ 07432
fdsrcd@optonline.net

1980
Miriam Santowasso Cash
610-692-0103
1731 Clock Tower Drive
West Chester, PA 19380-6473
mimc@verizon.net

Miriam Santowasso Cash writes: Hi 
classmates! Happy fall to all! And 
welcome to our 35th commencement 
anniversary! Hard to believe, isn’t it? 
What a great time Alumni Weekend 
was to reconnect with old friends!  
I also want to share some exciting 
news regarding my dear friend and 
CCW classmate, Janine Martins-
Shannon. Janine, PhD in Educational 
Psychology, has been teaching  
and doing research at the college 
level for the past 15 years. She is 
currently engaged in a six month 
tenure in Wenzhou, China, through 
her employer, Kean University, to 
assist in establishing a psychology 
department in education at Kean’s 
campus abroad. Janine will return 
to the States in January, I am 
certain, with a wealth of exciting 
stories to share! My best to you all!

1981
Jennifer Brown MacKenzie
732-469-8808
2216 Abington Road
Bethlehem, PA 18018
Jmackenzie059@gmail.com

1982
Tracy Toole Shikada
407-876-8671
9557 Baycliff Court
Orlando, FL 32836-5758

Alesia Dietrich-Milmine graduated 
with her MBA degree in Marketing 
from DeSales University in May 2015.

1983
Erica Hontz Hoffman
717-898-8452
568 South Chiques Road
Manheim, PA 17545
ejhoffman826@gmail.com

1984
Mary Sue Wines Lamb
732-294-0061
9 Strathmore Road
Freehold, NJ 07728-0061
mswlamb@aol.com

1985
Katherine Godlewsky Bill
908-878-7999
74 Harmony Station Road
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865
Cbill969@gmail.com

Denise Sabasko Ciesla
609-261-7288
6 Darby Circle West
Mt Holly, NJ 08060-3269
dsciesla@comcast.net

1986
Laura Vitale Gambino
908-797-8402
368 North Road
Chester, NJ 07930-2327
ruedad3@aol.com

1987
Anne Siebecker
973-962-6118
5 Foxhill Lane
Ringwood, NJ 07456
amsrose@aol.com

Lori Post Kelly
908-281-9103
40 Scott Drive
Hillsborough, NJ 08844
ltkelly1@comcast.net

1988
Connie Hart Sjosward
973-815-1876
106 Ridgewood Road
Clifton, NJ 07012
cjzs@aol.com

Connie Hart Sjosward writes: I am 
proud to say that my son, Zachary, 
is carrying on the Centenary legacy. 
He is a Freshman majoring in 
Criminal Justice and will be pledging 
for the Alpha Phi Delta fraternity. 
Marie Phillips Castricone’s son, 
Daniel, is also part of the Class of 
2019. He is a Theater Arts major. 
Marie and I couldn’t be happier 
that our sons are following in our 
footsteps. Zachary and Daniel are 
loving campus life and the Centenary 
experience. Another classmate, 
Sheree Severini Fittin is quite  
busy these days. While living in  
Pt. Pleasant, NJ with her husband 
Tom, daughter Cierra, and step-
daughter Amanda, Sheree is 
getting ready to launch her new 
store In Spring Lake, NJ called  
The Fittin Room. It is set to open 
the beginning of November and  

will carry women’s designer 
clothing. For more information  
on Sheree’s store, please visit 
www.TheFittinRoom.com. Good 
luck to Zachary, Daniel and Sheree 
on their future endeavors! I would 
love to hear from more classmates 
and share your news with our 
fellow classmates.

1989
Shelia Zelaskowski
908-883-0120
545 Vath Street
Jackson, NJ 08527-5221
sierrazulu67@yahoo.com

Jennifer Jago Kelly
717-571-5837
105 Franklin Avenue
Susquehanna, PA 18847-2723
zleeann@aol.com

1990
Anna Guzzi-Camooso
732-280-9072
1715 Marconi Road
Wall Township, NJ 07719-3919
acamooso@yahoo.com

1991
Justine Steinfeld-Mahon
908-874-5046
918 Old School House Road
Newton, NJ 07860
jmarymahon@gmail.com

1992
Kristen McKitish
908-240-6837
10 Quail Run
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
mckitishk@centenarycollege.edu

1993
Position Open

1994
Michelle Brennan Abbate
973-729-8107
5 Windy Bush Lane
Sparta, NJ 07871
mcbrenn@hotmail.com

1995
Heather Bush Loven
973-398-0691
216 Carentan Road
Hopatcong, NJ 07843-1801
missmerlot1@yahoo.com
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1996
Jennifer Cassini
908-637-8658
194 Free Union Road
Great Meadows, NJ 07838-2333
cassini@goes.com

1997
Margaret “Peggy” Gibbs Guay
508-398-2505
844 Route 28 Apt. 5A
South Yarmouth, MA 02664-5264
marbleandtoast@yahoo.com

Jigna Dave Joshi ’97/04 recently 
became a mother of twins, a boy 
and a girl.

1998
Merrilee McMurray
951-473-6510
14 Plumstead Court
Annandale, NJ 08801-4011
merrilee.m@hotmail.com

1999
Laura Orbine
908-996-7196
132 Tumble Idell Road
Frenchtown, NJ 08825
lorbine@hotmail.com

2000
Coleen Trentacosta Zaitz
908-276-5613
630 Passaic Avenue
Kenilworth, NJ 07033
Yingyang25@yahoo.com

2001
Julia Kimball
802-951-1646
51 Maplewood Avenue
Milton, VT 05468
juliak@howardcenter.org

2002
Megan Kriger Ballie
604-866-3487
12299 Sullivan St
Surrey, BC V4A 3B7 Canada
megankriger@yahoo.com

Jenelle Woodrup
PO Box 2606
Clifton, NJ 07015
jenellewoodrup@hotmail.com

2003
Frances Hoare Licciardiello
908-835-0451
PO Box 64
Port Murray, NJ 07865
presidentfrances@gmail.com

Frances Hoare Licciardiello writes: 
To 2003 alumni... We would love  
to hear from you about life after 
Centenary. A sentence or two  
here and there is most welcomed. 
Congratulations to Marvin Widemond 
on his new job with the Phillipsburg, 
NJ Police Department!

(Marvin Widemond)

2004
Natasha “Tasha” McMaster
908-208-6729
PO Box 87
Allamuchy, NJ 07820
chachagirl333@msn.com

2005
Position Open

2006
Alicia Miller
609-758-0664
5 Red Maple Road
New Egypt, NJ 08533
aamiller9@aol.com

2007
Position Open

2008
Megan Lindsay Lopes
121 Dawson Crescent
Seaford, VA 23696-2505
mlindsy@gmail.com

2009
Position Open

2010
Position Open

2011
Position Open

2012
Monica E. Brinson
201-394-2420
3050 Edwin Ave Unit 1 H
Fort Lee, NJ 07024
Monbri201@aol.com
www.linkedin.com/pub/
monica-brinson-mba/48/987/689/

Monica Brinson writes: Hello class 
of 2012! Looking forward to hearing 
from you. In the meantime, please 
check your mail and email for 
upcoming exciting alumni events! 
It’s a great opportunity to network 
and meet other outstanding alumni 
just like you!!! Hope to see you soon!

2013
Position Open

2014
Position Open

2015
Position Open

Don’t forget to like us on Facebook 
on the Centenary College of NJ 
Alumni Association page and 
please connect with us on our 
LinkedIn page (Centenary College 
of NJ Network).

A great time was had by all at this year’s 
Family and Alumni Weekend, October 9–11.
 The festivities began on Friday with  
a “Pint with Professors,” as classmates 
and former professors shared memories 
and drinks at the Taphouse Grille in 
Hackettstown. Saturday was chock full of 
activities, including a President’s welcome 
for parents, and two action-packed soccer 
matches. Guests also enjoyed barbecue 
and beer, and games and live music, 
under the tent in the Quad in the ever-
popular Family Fest.
 Fellow classmates received special 
awards for their commitment to Centenary 
and the community at the Awards 
Ceremony and Alumni Association annual 
meeting. As Centenary is proud of its 
history—and alumni—a 50th Reunion & 
Legacy Society Lunch was hosted by the 

President for alumni celebrating their 50th 
reunion and those who graduated before 
1965. The day continued with a guided 
tour through the beautiful equestrian 
center in Long Valley, and culminated in 
dinner and a dazzling magic show, and a 
presentation of The Nether, a sci-fi thriller, 
by the Centenary Stage Company.
 On Sunday, guests were invited to 
chapel service, a champagne brunch, 
and an encore performance by the 
Centenary Stage Company. Each drove 
off with wonderful memories and a great 
deal to look forward to—next year’s 
Family and Alumni Weekend! 

FUN, FOOD, AND FRIENDS!
2015 FAMILY AND ALUMNI WEEKEND

ANNUAL EVENTS
18TH ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP GALA
A TOAST TO SCHOLARSHIP

On June 25, 2015, Centenary hosted  
its 18th Annual Scholarship Gala at  
the David and Carol Lackland Center. 
This year’s theme was “A Toast to 
Scholarship.” Guests enjoyed a cocktail 
reception, dinner, dancing, and an awards 
presentation, in addition to live and silent 
auctions.
  Since inception, the Scholarship  
Gala has raised over $2.7 million for the 
Centenary College Scholarship Fund. 
“Funds generated by the Scholarship 
Gala have enabled hundreds of students 
to afford a Centenary education and 
allow them to pursue their goals,” says 
Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite, President 
of Centenary College.
 This year, Trustee Wolfgang 
Gstattenbauer ’84, the Independent 
College Fund of New Jersey, and the 
Junior Essex Troop were honored with 
the prestigious Gold Dome Award,  

which is bestowed upon individuals or  
organizations that have advanced the 
mission of the institution and are involved 
in the betterment of the community. “We 
are honored to recognize our Gold Dome 
winners for all they do to contribute in the 
spirit of community service and to support 
this institution,” says Dr. Lewthwaite.
 “A Toast to Scholarship” helped raise 
$110,000, a welcome addition to the over 
$15 million awarded in financial aid to full-
time undergraduate students in 2015 from 
the College’s annual budget. Next year’s 
Gala will be held on June 23, 2016, so be 
sure to save the date!
 For more information about 
Centenary’s scholarship fund, please  
call (908) 852-1400, ext. 2336, or email 
walkere02@centenarycollege.edu. 
Information is also available at www.
centenarycollege.edu/gala. 

Left to right—Timothy Cleary, Chair of 
Centenary College’s Equine Dept. and 
Manager of the Garden State Horse Show, 
Rodney Seelig, Chairman of the Board  
of Trustees for the Junior Essex Troop, 
Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite, Centenary  
College President, Wolfgang Gstattenbauer 
’84 Trustee and Honorary Degree Recipient 
and John B. Wilson, President & CEO of  
the Association of Independent Colleges & 
Universities of New Jersey and President of 
the Independent College Fund of New Jersey

LOOK OUT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR OUR NEW CLASS NOTES 
FORMAT FOR OUR NEXT ISSUE. THE OFFICE OF ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT WILL 
BE COMMUNICATING WITH YOU SOON.
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“David Lackland touched many lives. He committed his time and 
resources to leaving a lasting legacy to Centenary College and his 
community. We will be forever grateful for the opportunity to call 
him ‘friend,’ and will miss him greatly.”
 —Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite

The Centenary College community is saddened by the passing 
of David A. Lackland, ’10HA longtime donor and Trustee 
Emeritus of Centenary College. David Lackland, and his wife 
Carol ’54/’10HA, have been generous and unwavering supporters 
of Centenary College for many years. 
 David will be especially remembered for his philanthropic 
virtues and his compassionate desire to “give back.” He was 
instrumental in funding, designing, and building The David  
& Carol Lackland Center at Centenary College, the 68,000 
square foot student center that now serves as a hub for cultural 
events and activities for the college and the general community 
throughout the northeast region of New Jersey. “We are so 
excited about this building,” said David at the 2007 Groundbreaking, 
“because it will touch the lives of students every day, and give 
them the space they need to forge friendships, study for careers, 
and create memories that will last long after graduation.”

 David and Carol Lackland were honored at the 2010 
Scholarship Gala with the prestigious Gold Dome Award and 
also in 2010, as Honorary Degree Recipients. David Lackland 
became Trustee in 2004 and was honored with Trustee Emeritus 
status in 2014. After accepting the Gold Dome Award, Carol 
Lackland spoke about Centenary’s mission of changing lives 
and how her own life was transformed by a scholarship she 
received as a Centenary student from an anonymous donor. 
“That was the inspiration for Dave and I to give back.” 
 David was a member of the Board of Plainfield Savings 
Bank for over 25 years, Board Member of United Family & 
Children’s Society in Plainfield, New Jersey, Vice President  
of the Arnold Schwartz Foundation, and President of the 
Piscataway Rotary Club. He actively participated in Watchung 
Valley Players, The Watchung Optimist Club, and Indian Guides 
& Princesses. In May 2012, Dave and his twin brother Fred were 
honored by the Boy Scouts of America in celebration of the 
100th Anniversary of the Eagle Scouts, as they were both Eagle 
Scouts themselves.
 David started the Lackland Family Foundation, which offers 
support to such non-profit organizations as Overlook Hospital, 
United Family & Children’s Society, St. Jude’s Hospital, Project 
U.S.E., which helps troubled youth in Newark, and Enchanted 
Makeovers, which transforms long-term homeless shelters for 
women and children into comfortable living spaces.
 In 1977, David and his brother founded Lackland Bros. Inc. 
in Dunellen, New Jersey. Over the course of 30 years, they built 
and sold over 2,000 homes, and constructed and leased many 
industrial buildings. The Lacklands were the first to bring the 
self-storage business to New Jersey, building and operating 
over 30 storage facilities over the years. Recently, Lackland 
Self-Storage was nominated for the New Jersey Family 
Business of the Year Award in recognition of the contributions 
the company has made to the local communities in which its 
facilities are located.
 “I’ve had the privilege of working for the Lackland Family 
for the last 17+ years. He was a great man, a kind man always 
willing to help or offer compliments and always with a great 
smile,” says Jennifer Brown MacKenzie ’81. Thank you, Dave 
Lackland. We will miss you. 

David and Carol Lackland ’54/’10HA, Philanthropist and Friend to 
Centenary College

IN MEMORIAM
Phoebe Meirowitz Altman ’55 5/6/15

Amy Hallock Atherton ’56 6/14/15

Janet Parker Batchelder ’50 6/23/15

Patricia Dolan Chivers ’61 7/11/15

Carol Rutter Christensen ’56 7/4/15

Jacquelyn Wilkinson Crawford ’52 5/11/15

Jacqueline Ranges Doscher ’46 7/26/15

Linda Pinkney Emmons ’57 5/15/15

Ruth Fleming ’47 1/23/15

Cynthia Clarridge Handelsman ’55 2/8/15

Gale Rudine Hochgraf ’50 5/29/15

Raymond Hoffman ’08HA 9/21/15

Libby Post Hoinowski ’65 6/27/15 

Rhonda Rosecrans Kerr ’51 4/18/15

David Lackland ’10HA 9/16/15

Stephanie Frank Mallinger ’51 9/19/15

Gail Coates McCormack ’60 8/16/15

Beulah Schurter Neet ’26 9/18/13

Barbara Hamaker Pezzino ’56 6/30/15

Juyne Kennedy Ruport ’42 9/26/15

Diane Watson Russell ’53 8/9/15

Patricia Mullikin Shehan ’55 7/17/15

Christine Scott Shelhart-Herberich ’42 7/4/15

Elizabeth Glenn Sherwood ’44 7/20/15

Warren Sillcocks ’01HA 5/2/15

Gladys Bahr Spence ’42 7/3/15

Mary Williams Starner ’53 7/2/15

Luella Hauck Watkins ’39 5/11/15

Elizabeth Webber ’65 11/14/14

Nancy Dahl Whigham ’47 6/16/15

Nona Hemmeter Wittlinger ’50 12/30/14

OFFICERS
Arden Davis Melick ’60 

Chairman

Kenneth “Lee” Hahn 
1st Vice Chair

Norman Worth 
2nd Vice Chair

Christopher Treanor 
3rd Vice Chair

Lucinda Thomas Embersits ’59 
Secretary

Alan J. Shaw 
Treasurer

Susan Bateman

Audrey Bonaparte-Watts ’78

Dr. Stan Caine

Michael T. Catapano ’92

Jason C. Coe

David D. Dallas

Tilly-Jo Emerson

Rev. Dr. Frank L. Fowler, III

Elizabeth Friday-Skoda ’93

Wolfgang Gstattenbauer ’84

Michael B. Lavery, Esq.

Rochelle Makela-Goodman ’97

David Johnson

Richmond Nisivoccia

Rosalind Reichard

Jim Salerno

Bishop John R. Schol

Alden Siegel

Orin R. Smith

James D. Stryker

Bryan Watkinson ’07 
(Alumni Trustee)

Valerie A. Wilson ’62

Trustee Emeritus 
Dr. Hae-Jong Kim

BOARD OF TRUSTEESIN MEMORIAM
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In 1987, a charter was drafted at the Newark Annual Conference 
“to found an institution of learning in this State, whose object 
shall be for the promotion of learning.” As 1867 also marked the 
centennial of Methodism in America, the name “Centenary” was 
chosen. The cornerstone was laid on September 9, 1869 and 
the first students were enrolled five years later in 1874.
 Centenary has a great deal to be proud of—the College has 
evolved into a modern, independent, four-year baccalaureate 
and master-level institution of higher learning. In celebration of 
our 150th anniversary, an exciting array of signature events and 
activities is being planned by the Coordinating Committee led 
by John Carno, Vice President for College Relations.
 The goal of the commemoration is to celebrate Centenary’s 
rich history and bright future. It will also showcase our institution’s 
strengths, academic excellence, and what the College brings to 
the region. In addition, it will help raise funds and provide us an 
opportunity to express our thanks to supporters throughout 
Centenary’s history.
 The 150th anniversary celebration is certain to engage 
students, alumni, and our neighbors in Hackettstown. It will 
include activities around the Homecoming and commencement, 
a lecture series on our history from 1867 through today, and  
so much more. Stay tuned for details in the next issue of  
The Centenarian.

OUR 150TH ANNIVERSARY—
LOOKING FORWARD TO AN EXCITING 

CELEBRATION.

STAY TUNED 
FOR DETAILS




