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This is the second in a two-part series covering
Centenary's response to those in New Orleans and
environs who suffered at the hands of Hurricane Katrina

•

By Sarah Welch
Hurricane Katrina, the
tropical storm that rocked the
Gulf Coast six months ago, has
burned images of devastation into
the hearts and minds not only of
those directly affected by the
storm, but also of those who
could not ignore the call for help.
For 10 days in early
January, a group of Centenary
staff and students, joined by a
group from Drew University,
traveled to Louisiana to answer
that call. For months before the
relief trip, commonly known
around campus as the Katrina
Trip, meetings were held to prepare both staff and students for
what they would encounter, but
according to volunteers,
no amount of preparation could
be enough.
Associate Prof. of English, Dr. Dean Bethea described
the landscape as completely different from what we, as a country, are led to believe. ''I'm
hardly a wide-eyed optimist, but
I thought that much more
progress had been made. You can
drive for 16 miles in one direction, and
all the properties had been destroyed. It's eerie; the stop lights
don't work, and you can just drive
and drive and drive. There is a
complete contradiction between
reality and the way it's presented
as, 'We're getting there; we're
making progress,' when almost
nothing has been done," said, a
clearly frustrated Bethea.
Kristen Sarte, 20, a senior at Centenary, could only describe the scenery as that of a war
zone. "Driving through it, it was
difficult to realize that this is even
our country," said Sarte, her ex-

'
pression
changing to utter disbelief as she
recalls her experience. "You see
it on TV,
and it looks bad- I always flipped
the channel, but when you're
down there looking at it, it's real.
You go to the houses and meet
the people, and it's real."
Sarte spent three of the
six work days in St. Bernard's
Parish,
one of the hardest hit areas of
Louisiana.
Just as with the other
volunteers, Sarte was not prepared for the extent of destruction she would
face upon arrival in Louisiana. "I
didn't think it was gonna be that
bad after five months," said Sarte.
"Everything is damaged. There
was a house in the middle of the
street, cars flipped over, cars on
roofs, garbage piles as high as the
houses," continued Sarte.
Although the volunteers
viewed Katrina's aftermath in
shock and
disbelief, they had arrived in
Louisiana prepared to work, but
perhaps unprepared for the profound emotional affect the experience would carry.
Both Bethea and Sarte
shared experiences with the owners of the homes they were working on, but they also felt the effects of Katrina's aftermath on a
much more individual and personal level. The finest and most
awful experiences of the relief
effort are as varied as the volunteers
themselves. For some volunteers
it was the direct contact with
Katrina's victims that made the
difference,

hammer at the
"If we had just gone to
the houses, we wouldn't have
seen their reaction, or heard their
story," said
Sarte. She recounted her most
emotionally difficult moment
during her visit to Louisiana:
"At the second house we went
to, we walked in and they hadn't
been back since the storm. The
refrigerator was still there, the
clothes were still in the closet, the
beds were still made, they had
had water all the way up to the
roof, the fan looked like it was
melted. The mold, it was awful.
The piano, old pictures-- you
couldn't even tell that
there were people in them. The
owners of the home were an older
couple-- they didn't want to
move, they wanted to rebuild. All
of her mom's things were in the
house, memorablia from all the
countries they had
visited, and everything was de- .
stroyed."
Bethea tells of his greatest moment in Louisiana, involving a broken-hearted women, a
garbage pile, and a small memento from a previous life.
The first home we worked on
was the home of an elderly
couple. They had been to the
house and had gone through
things but
had moved nothing out. They claimed that everything they wanted they had

removed. The woman was alter- sigh.
nately very talkative and outgoFor some volunteers, the
sights of Katrina's aftermath
ing and very
somber and sad. She would stand will remain
by the debris pile, about 10 feet for a lifetime.
"One of the most
away when she didn't feel like
talking to us, and some of the memorable things I experienced
girls and boys on my crew would was driving by houses that were
ask "Are you sure you want to in the flood zone, which had
been spray-painted by various
throw this away?" and
she would say, "Yes, yes I've al- law enforcement agencies,"
ready decided." But she would go said Bethea.
up to the debris pile and give
(Continued on p. 4)
things a second look. We created - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,
a third little pile for them that we
This issue is a partial
didn't even bother her with, we record of the generous help for
just left it out there for her to look Prof. Norman Cetuk's Katrina
at. I found a very inexpensive
project, made possible by the
plaster bust of Joseph and Mary support of Dr. Kenneth Hoyt,
and the infant Jesus. I decided president of the college, the
not to confront her with it, and college administration , and
just placed it in the third little pile. particularly Rev. David Jones,
I saw her pick it up and she vice-president of Student
looked at it and went over to the Affairs and Linda Gonia,
large pile with it, but
director of Chartwell's Food
looked at it again and decided
service. It pays tribute to those
to keep it.
who went to New Orleans:
"If I had done nothing
Centenary students, faculty,
else while I was down there, I
administration and staff with
at least
others from Drew University
stumbled across this one little
under United Methodist Church
memento from their prior life
auspices in response to the dire
that she might
· situation of the residents of that
otherwise not have seen," said
beleaguered city. Photos for
Bethea. "That meant a great
this two-part series were taken
deal to me,
by students and faculty and
personally. I had to walk away
made available to The Quill.
from the site for a few minutes
after that," he added with a
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is men's business,
';Gone
By Steven Scheel
the United
States at war
Iraq, we
the largest deployment of women to a
combat theater to date
the first major test of
women's expanded combat roles since Desert
Storm.
The percent of
women in the active duty
population has continuously increased over the
past two decades. Females
now make up approximately 15 percent of
active military personnel.
Although not
officially recognized as
members of the Armed
Forces
1901, women
have served in every
U.S. history.
War,
sides
as
nurses, and
one, Dr. Mary
the Congres-

marked the first time
women non-nurses could
the military. Over
women enlisted
during the war, including
who served overseas. When the war ended,
they were discharged from
duty.
Under the slogan
"Free the men to fight,"
servicewomen's roles
expanded during World.
War II. Women served as
nurses, parachute riggers,
mechanics, map-makers,
translators, intelligence
operatives and welders,
for example
. During the fall of
the Philippines, 81 women
were captured by the
Japanese and spent 37
months in

overseas.
her service as a field
surgeon and the hardships
she endured as a prisoner
of war. She was the first
and only woman to receive this honor. Women
currently make up six
percent of military veterans in the United States.
Women became an
official part of the U.S.
Armed Forces when the
Army established the

, Congress
passed legislation
permitted women to serve
during peacetime as
members of the regular
forces--but a cap was
placed on enlistment:
Women could not make up
more than two percent of
Armed Forces personnel.
The law also restricted
women from combat units
and from officer ranks

Nunc Corp~ in 190L

"buv~ ~ulun~l or \iaptain.

Seven years later, the •
Navy created its own
Nurse Corps. World War I

Women continued
to enlist in spite of the
restrictions. During the
Korean War,over600

women served near the
front and more than
120,000 served stateside.
In 1967, Congress
removed the cap on the
percentage of women
the Armed Forces and
dropped the legal ceiling
on promotions that kept
them out of the highest
. officer ranks.
Approximately
7 ,500 American military
women, mostly nurses,
served Southeast Asia
during the Vietnam War.
Seven were killed in the
line of duty.
Desert Storm
marked the largest deployment of women to a
combat theater in U.S.
history. More than 40,000
women served in the Gulf,
flying helicopters on
reconnaissance and search
and rescue missions,
driving convoys, staffing
patriot missile placements,
guardamong other
comprised
seven percent of
force. Thirteen
women were
during Desert
Storm and two were taken
as prisoners of war.
By the war's end,
servicewomen had helped
to liberate more than
Kuwait. Their performance opened up new
roles for women serving in
combat. Shortly after the
war, Congress repealed
the restriction on women
flying in combat roles. In
1993, lawmakers ended
the ban on women serving
on combat ships.
"That change in

the law was recogmtwn
that the barriers facing
women were artificial
ones," says U.S. Rep.
Heather Wilson, a retired
Air Force officer and the
only woman veteran in
Congress.
Despite their
increased roles and representation the ranks,
women are not permitted
to serve in direct ground
combat, which excludes
them from infantry,
armored and Special
Forces units. Submarine
warfare also remains
closed to women.
Ground combat
remains a controversial
issue. The advisory committee came under fire
from conservatives because it recommended that
women be assigned to
submarines, to the crews
of vehicles that launch
rockets from the rear of
combat areas, and to
helicopter crews of special
operations units. The
Defense Department
UOU~ULOU the committee,
wrote a new charter, and
recently appointed new
members.
A quote from
Desert Storm survivor
Army surgeon Maj.
Rhonda Comum is etched
on a glass panel on the
upper terrace of the
Women in Military Service for America Memorial in Washington, D.C.:
"The qualities that
are most important in all
military jobs--things like
integrity, moral courage,
and determination--have
nothing to do with gender."

During a Senate
Armed Services Committee on June 23rd, 2005,
Army Gen. George Casey
(U.S. commander in Iraq)
said he did not "see any
need to change any of the
policies and procedures"
affecting female service
members. "Like all of our
soldiers, they perform
magnificently every day,"
he said.
The following
figures offer more detail
on women's service in the
U.S. military. All of the
numbers are approximations:
ell ,000 women are serving in the U.S. Marine
Corps.
'"183 ,000 troops of both
genders comprise the
USMC's end strength.
el5 percent of all U.S.
service members are
female.
women have
served and around Iraq
and Afghanistan since 9/
11.
troops
genders)
have been deployed in and
around Iraq
Afghanistan since 9/11.
e39 female service members have been killed in
Iraq, as of June 24.
"6 female service members have been killed in
Afghanistan, as of June 4.
e279 female service
members have been
wounded in Iraq, as of
June 4.
e3 female service members have been wounded
in Mghanistan, as of June
4.
(Sources on next page)
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My mind was
swamped with a million
different topics for this
editorial, but one just
won't go away. The pros
and cons of the "socialnetworking" site,
MySpace.com. This past
weekend I experienced
both ends of the spectrum.~
Let me give you a
little background.
I was always one
of those people who said
that they would never take
part in MySpace. I always
wondered what the big
draw was and why and
how people could spend
hours upon hours on it. I
knew nothing about it, and
didn't really care to know
until a friend of mine said
that I had to get a page,
even if I only checked it
once in a while. Being
unattached after a fouryear relationship, I decided that this may be a
good way to get in touch
with friends that I h~d lost
track of over the last four
years. She set up a page ·
. for me.and I was officially
on the MySpace bandwagon.
My page was very
boring. It had very little
information about me. If
someone wanted to find
me they would have to .

know my e-mail
address, because if they
typed in my name, I would
.not come up. All it
contained was a few
friends, no quizzes, and no
questionnaires, nothing
that would be of any
interest to anyone. Or so I
~thought.

A few days later, I
got a "friend-request"
from my ex-boyfriend.
Using my MySpace-given
right, I denied the request.
So, you must
understand my surprise
when this weekend, I
logged on to my page and
saw him there as one of
my friends.
He had even taken
the time to write comments on my pictures.
I was angry and
removed him from my
friends list.
Apparently, this
angered him, and when I
checked my page later that
day, things had been
changed on it. Some of my
friends had been deleted
and the order changed. I
called to ask him if he had
anything to do with this
sudden rearrangement of
my page. Of course, he
said no and then began to
ask me questions about
messages that I had sent to

some of
my friends. He actually
read one to me over the
phone. My heart sank;
at that point, I knew he
had somehow accessed
my page. Within a few
hours he had shut it down.
Even though I was angry, I
thought, well;it's over.
Boy, was I wrong.
My ex had apparently sent a harassing
message to one of my
friends and friend-requests
. to all the others. Luckily,
~s far as I know, they all
denied his request.
Once again, I
thought it was over, I
figured, what else can he
do? I don't even have a
page anymore.
Apparently, when
he accessed my page he
also gained access to the
e-mail account that my
friend had used to set-up
the page. I can no longer
login to that e-mail account because of "incorrect password," but the
account still exists.
I successfully sent
an e-mail from my school
account to the other
account. So, he has access
to all my personal information that was on that email such as credit card
companies' e-mails and·

has the ability to send emails as me.
"
I feel violated by
this situation, but I won't
let him ruin this for me. I
have set up a new page
and through this new page
have gotten in contact
with a friend I lost touch
with six years ago and
found out that they now
live only a few minutes
from me.
I have also set up a
new e-mail account. While
I am extremely hurt and
angered by these
events, I don't have
enough evidence to prove
that he is the one who did
this. It could all be a
coincidence, but it would
have to be a big one.

"
I guess what I
would like people to
realize is that harassment
through MySpace isn't
restricted to sexual predators. I was so careful not
to put personal information on the page to protect
me from people that I
didn't know; I never
thought I would have to
protect myself from
someone I know.
Megan Sweeney, editor

midterm exams.
Study with a
friend
or three.
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pieces'
(Continued from p. 1)

"When you see the
ones that had markings for dead
bodies on the outside," he
added with a
heartbreaking sigh, "that's a
profound experience. In fact,
they found four bodies while
we were down there."
The lack of response to the
call for aid is yet another cause
of emotion, particularly for
Bethea.
"Everyone
down there was infuriated
to see that it was.as though the
storm had come
through there yesterday;
absolutely NOTHING has been
done, and I mean NOTHING,"
he said, clearly enraged.
Bethea went on to describe the
dire situation of one couple in
their mid-seventies, who lost
not only the little material
possessions they had, but the
familial connections that they
had held so dear.
"Their house had not been
touched in five months because
they
don't have the income to do it,
and their insurance refuses to
pay. They
live in a tiny house in a very
low-income neighborhood and
never had much in a material
sense, but they did have 22
family members who lived
within 5 or 6 miles of their
house," said Bethea. "All those
people have been dispersed all
over Texas and other parts of
the country," he added;
"Their lives have been destroyed. They have very little
hope that in
the near future anything of any
significance will be done for
them,"
Bethea paused,
releasing an poignant sigh,
"That was enraging."
Although each day in

Loui~imll po~ed new chall~n~~~
for the volunteers, the rewards
were much greater. "I thank the
people whose houses
we worked on, for the opportu-

nity to work," said Bethea. "I'm
from the
south, and watching the footage
from Katrina literally almost
pushed me
over the edge. To have a
chance to do something, no
matter how small,
was immensely beneficial. I've

never experienced such a large
group of
people being bound together so
completely by a common goal."
Louisiana and Katrina's
aftermath will be an experience
not soon
forgotten. The volunteers set
out to give all the support

possible to the victims of
hurricane Katrina, but during
the process the volunteers
were given a new appreciation
for life. For some, the greatest
impact was much more per-

sonal and found in the most
seemingly insignificant
act, such as the uncovering of
inexpensive, but priceless
pieces of a
shattered life.
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By Megan Lindsay

Sophomore
Michael Colasurdo started
his own video company,
Movie Magic Video
Services, at the age of 15.
He regularly films weddings, anniversaries; photo
Michael Colasurdo videotaped much of the Katrina experience and will be editing his documentary footage
montages, parties, bar
for eventual showing on campus.
mitzvah's and other
events. The communicaHe works on editing the
tion majors business
during interviews. "The
the devastation Colasurdo documentary footage daily
Colasurdo said. "Because
endeavors has been a
noticed how caring the
people couldn't have been no one really knows; it
in the campus's TV studio.
stepping stone to gain the
people living in Louisiana He will spend over 100
anymore appreciative that was definitely a lot worse
experience he needed to
were to their neighbors
we were there," he said.
than I ever imagined it
hours editing total.
produce a two-hour
and other people around
"Some people I could tell
would be."
Colasurdo will air the film
documentary film titled
them.
were still in the shock
Using his own Cannon
on Centenary TV in the
'Rebuilding New Orleans' stage, they would break
"Everyone down there
GL-2 camera and equipspring and is pursuing
that chronicles the colseems so full of life," he
down emotionally and cry ment, the filmmaker shot
such avenues as Comcast
leges Katrina Relief
when I asked them to talk
the bus ride down, sleepsaid. "It's the most emoCable Network throughout
Project.
about it."
tional project I ever
ing on the floor of
New Jersey and Film
From th~snrdo began filming
churches in Tennessee and worked on it took me a
Festivals.
Colasurdo stepped on a
during preparation meetLouisiana, students gutcouple of days to re-adjust "It was a great experience.
bus in early January with
ings held on campus and
to life when I came back." The conditions were
ting, sheet rocking, roofover 130 students and
conducted interviews with ing and cleaning out
Colasurdo will apply for
rough, but it was overall
faculty members and
students and Professor
internships in the film
houses and removing
worth it. It was definitely
Norman Cetuk who
headed to Louisiana to
rubble, and the last night's industry his junior and
worse than we expect but
headed the project. He
help victims of Hurricane
formal dinner and helmet
senior year. Upon gradua- everybody worked totook on the project beKatrina clean-up and retion he plans to move to
decorating contest.
gether to help a lot of
build, his camera rolled
· cause he wanted to
In addition to raw footage California to pursue a
people." he said.
'6"\f
during the entire 11-days
"spread the word" about
career as a director in the
of places and buildings
realize how lucky we are
of the trip.
the helping hand of Cente- damaged and destroyed by industry. He enjoys such here. It could have just as
the hurricane he connary College.
Some 20 hours of raw
directors as Stanley
easily have happened to us
footage later, he recalls the "I think it will be great for ducted numerous interKubrick (Dr. Strangelove, here or anywhere,"
difficulty some Louisiana
this college and the genClockwork Orange) and
views with students,
faculty members, and
residents had talking about eral public to know just
movies like The Godfather
their personal experiences how bad it is down there," residents. Even with all
and The Godfather II.
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'
By Peter Vincent

'

rebuilding goes, these residents
"Imagine a war zone
are given little if any money
where all that is left is destrucfrom the insurance company. In
tion of everything in sight. We
worked at homes and would not areas affected by Murphy Oil,
no one will be able to live there
see another person the entire
for a number of years because
time we were there. In some
of the contaminated earth.
areas no civilization exists and
They were all extremely
none will for some time."
grateful that we were there
That describes
helping them rebuild," Steve
Centenary senior Steve Bodei's
said.
memories of New Orleans.
That is probably the
Steve volunteered to help in the
main reason why if you ask him
relief of Hurricane Katrina.
to go back, he would say yes in
"As soon as I heard
a heartbeat, although I think
about the trip I knew I had to
this time, he would rather take
go. It is hard to explain, but I
an airplane says Steve, "Trust
just had a feeling that if I was
me,
two days on a bus can
given this opportunity to go and
really
get to you."
help people I was going to take
A Communication
it," said Steve.
He and his fell~joy, Bo-Young Kim echoed
students would assemble into
the sense of humor and deterrnination she witnessed in New
work crews early in the
Orleans. One tall, black woman
morning and head out to work
told her, "I really wanted to
until dark on people's homes.
change the decor of my house,
One thing that really surprised
but not this way!"
Steve was that the majority of
"She was so awesomethe aid was coming from
-so great," Kim said. She and
private organizations such as
church groups, the Red Cross,
and private Colleges. The
residents there had nothing, and
they seemed to have to fend for
themselves to do the basic
everyday things that we take for
granted. The hardest part for
him was seeing the hurt in the
eyes of the people while they
By Linda Gonia, Chartwells
watched him and other students
Food Service director
move their ruined possessions
From January 3 to
and family heirlooms out to the
January
11,
I had the great
curb as if they were pieces of
opportunity
to accompanying
trash. Regardless of everything
the
fantastic
group of Centenary
they had been through, the
students
and
staff that went on
people smiled and appreciated
the
Katrina
Relief
the relief efforts and the hard
My team was the
work of the students.
"Krewe
of
Kitchen," (krewes
"All of the people my
team worked with were some of being the clubs that originally
brought Mardis Gras to the city
the most genuinely nice folks I
have ever met. Their homes are with their parades, costumes
destroyed along with all of their and floats). I could not have
valued possessions and yet they asked for a better group of
people to work with than
spent time talking with us and
Centenary students Renee
sometimes even making us food
Ayers, Sarah Lebidine and
to eat for lunch. As far as

another Centenary Communication major, Keik:o Okabe,
remembered working in the
mold and dust caused by
sheetrock removal in one house
in which a handicapped man in
a wheelchair had died in the
storm. The two volunteers
became aware that there had
developed some friction caused
by the man's sisters who
wanted to take possession of the
house. This, they said was a
real contrast to what they had
seen in the other house.
Another contrast they
noted was the fact that where
one house would be destroyed,
and the family unable to obtain
insurance money to rebuild,
next door, there might be a
home intact, even with flower
gardens, they said.
Some homes were so
filled with mold, dust from
sheetrock removal, and the
smell of abandoned refrigerators, Okabe said, that she and
others wore protective clothing
and wore two masks.

Christine House along with
Drew students Doris Haley and
SookKim.
Each day we rolled
out of bed by 5:15a.m. to
begin preparing breakfast and
lunch for the teams heading out
to the work sites and usually
finished the day between
llp.m. and midnight.
While the other teams
were at their sites, we sliced
sandwich meats, made cookies,
baked rolls and cakes, cleaned
vegetables, prepared the dinner
items, made cookies, shopped

By Joseph Pascale

During the Katrina
Relief Effort last January, there
were many international
students who felt moved to go
down to Louisiana and help
rebuild amid the devastation.
''I'm interested in
helping people, and I saw many
people suffering on the news,"
said Hik:ari Mitsuhashi speaking
about why she decided to
become a part of the effort in
Louisiana. "It hadn't recovered
even though five months had
passed, and I was willing
to help them."
"It was so surprising,"

Mitsuhashi, an international
studies major, continued. "First
of all, the whole city was dead.
There was no color; it was all
brown and gray. There were no
people. Houses were empty,
shops were empty. Even
though five months had passed
there were houses that hadn't
been touched yet. It was so
messed up, it was horrible."
Keik:o Okabe felt the
same way. "I cannot believe
it's so horrible. Everything is
messed up." She said. "Many
international students felt
nervous," She added, saying
(Continued on p. 16)

for bread , milk, orange juice
and other perishables, made
trips to the supplier, made
cookies and cleaned the kitchen
and dining areas. Any time the
ovens were not being used for
something else, we baked
cookies. In fact we baked 2,880
cookies that week , 24 cookies
at a time.
The kitchen at the
church where we worked was
similar to a home kitchen
rather than a commercial
kitchen, so we had some
interesting cooking dilemmas,
like how do you fit 150 baked
potatoes into two small ovens at
one time?
From our vantage
point we saw each team in the
morning, excited and eager to
get out to their assigned
locations , yelling out to each
other "Let's get going; we"re
her to WORK," and we saw
them return dirty and tired after
a long day of mostly shoveling
muck and hauling debris. Each
afternoon when we asked
"What did you do today?" we
were given a run-down of what

their day had been like. Hearing
their stories made us feel that
we were missing something and
that we needed to go to some
sites to really share the experience. So on two different
afternoons we joined other
work teams at their sites.

Hugs. Every day from
many different students
and faculty.
It is hard for me to
express the awe and admiration
I have for the people working at
the sites. We witnessed our
students lifting shovelful after
shovelful of wet, oily mud;
ripping down walls covered
with black mold; juggling
refrigerators full of rotted fivemonth old food; all the while,
exhibiting concern and consideration for the people whose
homes they were working on.

Some of my memories from
these days:
Hugs. Every day from
many different students and
(Continued on next page)
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Linda Gonia recalls Katrina trip
(Continued from p. 6)
faculty. What a great way to
start the day.
Cookies. Got sick of
looking at them.
Sleeping in a room
with seven other women. We
spent 20 to 21 hours a day
working together THEN we
would talk for two hours before
going to sleep.
Muck being tracked
into the building in little clumps
every day. People corning to the
church looking for clothes or a
meal (which was provided).
Megan's phone
playing "Margaritaville " every
morning at 5 a.m.

Sweet iced tea, the
drink of choice in New Orleans.
The French Quarter, a shadow
of what I remembered it to be.
Two little girls my
daughter's age, telling me what
hurt the most was that they lost
all their dolls in the flooding.
Dr. Bethea's ability to consume
cookies.
Sarah, kneeling on the
floor, mashing a five- gallon pot
ofpotatoes ... by hand.
The people of New
Orleans' gratitude that this
group had come down to help
in whatever small way we
could.

the
crew surrounded
by piled-up ruins.

By Megan Sweeney
Rev. David Jones, vice
president for Student Services,
decided that Centenary College
needed to get involved in this
relief
after hearing the
response of the students to this
crisis.
"Norm Cetuk did an
incredible job setting it up,"
Jones said.
In the first stages of
this trip, Jones received
information that said that the
Centenary work groups
wouldn't have to do any heavy
lifting, mudding out, or
construction. Over the course
of planning this trip, that
assignment changed. Even with
all the supplies that Centenary

had brought, Jones and
Virginia Samuel, the dean of
Contextual Studies at Drew
University, made a
to WalMart on the first day to get
more shovels and wheelbarrows.
Jones said that he
spent most of his time handling
logistical issues and is planning
to go back over the summer to
do actual hands-on labor. He
also mentioned that Centenary
will be running another
humanitarian trip during next
year's winter break. The trip
will not necessarily be to the
New Orleans area but to an area
where we can "address the most
pressing need of that time."

By Joseph Pascale
Are you cranking up
the tunes?
"I know Ben used to
blast his music, and now he
realizes he's going deaf, so he
doesn't listen to it as loud," said
Matt Nagel, a junior at Ramapo
College of New Jersey, speaking of his younger brother.
A recent study by the
Royal National Institute for the
Deaf in the United Kingdom
has shown that thousands of
music fans who listen to their
tunes on iPods and other brands
of MP3 players are putting
themselves at high risk of
losing their hearing in the
future.
"I think hearing loss is
a major problem if you have
prolonged exposure," said Ben
Nagel, a freshman at New
Jersey's County Collyge of
Morris. "If you just listen to it
occasionally like most people,
you're fine, but if you're like
me and you listen to it for a
couple hours every day, then it
could be a problem."
"Risk for hearing loss
is related to loudness, duration,
and sensitivity to ear trauma,"
said Audiologist Michele
Wilson, Ph.D. "This risk
is the same for any auditory
stimuli, be it live music, .
industrial noise, or headset.
The key vmiables are the
intensity, frequency, range of
the exposure, and duration."
Loudness and duration
were the two biggest issues in
the RN1D study, which said that
listeners should not listen to
their iPods above 90 decibels
(which is
about 2/3 of the
iPod's maximum volume) and it
should not be listened to for
more than one hour per day.
A French law now
requires that Apple and other
manufacturers make their MP3
players unable to go louder than
100 decibels, which is now the
standard for most manufacturers across Europe. According
to the American Auditory
Society, American iPods can
reach a maximum of 121

decibels.
"An hour a day? Wow,
that's not very long," said
Nicole Johnson, a freshman at
the University of Arizona. "I
don't think it'd be a problem
[for me], but it'd be hard to do.
I wouldn't do it just because
experts say to."
However, about
listening to music only an hour
a day, the elder Nagel said, "It's
all right- I have about an hour
drive home of listening to
music. After that, I have a
headache."
How did they feel
about only listening to their·
iPod at 2/3 the volume? "It's a
double-edged sword," said the
younger Nagel. "Sometimes
you have to play it loud. If it
only goes up to 50 decibels
you're not going to hear it over
the noise, but then that's also
good because you're not going
to damage your ears."
James John McKeever
a senior at the Art Institute
of Philadelphia expressed
similar opinions. "I guess that's
okay as long as it's really quiet
around," McKeever said, but he
added that living in the city,
he often has to tum it up loud to
ignore all of the loud noises
around him.
None of the students
interviewed felt that a law
should be enforced to lower the
decibel level. "I don't think
they should regulate " said
the older Nagel brother. "If
people want to listen to their
music
let them. They
know the damage it can cause.
You can choose if you want to
stand in the front of the concert
or the back- in the front you
can't hear; at the back, you'll be
just fine."
A solution may be
available in the form of a newer
generation of headphones.
Many companies now make
Noise-Canceling Headphones.
According to a review on the
popular technology website
CNet.com, the tiny microphones on the outside of the
headphones detect the noise

around them before it reaches
the listener's ears. The microphone then puts out a signal to
invert the sound wave so the
listener never hears it. This
enables a listener to hear music
at a safe volume, because
without outside noise interrupting there is no need to turn the
music up louder just to hear it.
Bose, Sony, and Panasonic all
make these headphones, but
at between $100 and $300,
they're not exactly a cheap
solution.
"I think if they made
that technology more standard,
there would be less problems,"
said the older Nagel. "That's
the reason you crank it - you
can't hear it- with outside
noises cancelled, it probably
wouldn't be a problem." His
brother and McKeever said that
until the price came down, the
technology wouldn't make an
impact. "Most young people
won't be worried about
something that is going to
happen in 10 years or more,"
said McKeever. "They just
want to buy the cheapest one
with the best sound."
Johnson said she did
not like the idea. "If you have
headphones that cancel out
everything, you aren't going to
pay attention to your
surroundings," she said. "You
won't hear people, you'll be off
in your own little world, and
you'll probably get run over
because you won't be paying
attention."
However, Ben Nagel is
already experiencing the first
signs of hearing loss from his
years of listening. "I notice a
really low ringing," Nagel
said. "I don't know much about
it, but I assume it's canceling
out frequency so that other
things at the same frequency of
the ling might be difficult to
hear."
Nagel remains
optimistic since he's cut back
on his listening. "Since I can't
really notice it, I don't think it's
a serious problem- hopefully, it
will go away after while."
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By Megan Lindsay

season
series
Sopranos coming to a
TV near you on
12,
students
members have varying
opinions on this popular
gangster-family drama.
The Sopranos,
created by David Chase, is
about the fictional life of
New Jersey Mafia capo
Tony Soprano (James
Gandolfini), his wife
Carmela (Edie Falco),
children Meadow (JamieLynn DiScala) and A.J.
(Robert Iler), and members of Tony's extended
mob family. Tony,
an
explosive temper, who
deals with the pressures of
life by blacking out, goes
to a psychiatrist Dr. Melfi
(Lorraine Bracco) in
hopes of figuring it all out.
The show portrays the
struggle of good and evil
the mafia world.
Former Governor
Richard Codey praised
David Chase for making
so many people aware of
the State of New Jersey.
The majority of the actors
and crew in the show are
from New Jersey as well,
and the show is shot on
location in New Jersey.
The show has won count-

Drama Series
Year
2002;
a Golden
Series-

less awards including an
Emmy for Outstanding
Drama Series in 2004;

Gualtieri, played by Tony
Sirico, one of Tony Sopranos right-hand capos.

very set
disrespect; I can
because I am

U'H<JLOHH"]_fi

Some people
show, being gangster
related, has thrown a
negative light on New
Jersey.
"It's unfortunate
that because of The Sopranos, the unofficial New
Jersey state motto will
continue to be The Gangster State," said Dr. Shane
Fitzpatrick, associate
professor of political
science.
Sophomore
Michael Colasurdo is a
filmmaker currently
working on a Katrina
Relief documentary that
will air on Centenary
College TV this spring. As
the owner of Movie Magic
Video Productions, he
views the series through
the eyes of a filmmaker.
"It is one of the
best shows on TV. I can't
wait for it to come back. I
wish it came back sooner.
I recommend it to anyone
who likes drama and great
storytelling," he said.
He admits his favorite
character on the show is
Paulie "Walnuts"

He
his roommate, sophomore Dan
Kunigonis, just finished
re-watching the fifth
season to prepare for what
The Sopranos will do
next. "I love the show and
I can't wait to see what is
going to happen to Tony
(Soprano)," Kunigonis
said.
Freshman Nicole
Penque, Special Education/Psychology major, is
looking forward to the
upcoming season. "Honestly, I like it. I laugh
of
because I see a
similarities with it and my
family. I know it's scary,
but true," she said. "I get
entertainment out of the
show. It's interesting too.
It always keeps you
sucked in." She admires
Tony's plain- spoken wife.
"I like Carmela because
she's a tough lady and
doesn't put up
anything. She
it like it
is."
Some students
even
watch the series. "I could
careless," said Dan
Aquino, freshman Communications major. "I
usually pass it by."
Although millions

By Megan Sweeney
On Monday,
March 13 at 9 p.m. a man
who has experienced the
horrors

about his experience. One
previous audience member, Tracey Cameron,
Student Activities Coordinator at Brenau University
anua..,vu•J.L program. It
wasn't just another
was driving
speaker. This was a real
drunk and got into an
life situation,
a realaccident
killed three
life person, with real- life
of his fraternity brothers.
circumstances. Our stuMark Sterner was
dents, who sometimes
a senior at Johnson &
Wales University when he think that they are invincible, needed to hear Mr.
and four of his fraternity
Sterner's message."
brothers went on spring
That is what makes
break in Florida. On
Sterner's presentation so
their last night there, they
powerful. He is a young
decided to go
out and
man who made a bad
that whoever was
decision that forever
least drunk would drive
changed his life, but
home. They videotaped
instead of letting it stay
the night's festivities
something negative, he
which included taking
has used this experience to
shots and going
m.p.h. down the highway, educate others.
all things that led up to the
Sterner's presentatragic ending.
tion is approximately an
Sterner now travels hour long and is open to
all students and faculty.
around to schools to talk
of Sopranos fans
be
popping that big bowl of
popcorn and sitting
front of the tube by 9 p.m.
on Sunday,
12 to be
entertained, Dr. Joseph
Linskey reminds people of
the seriousness of organized crime that continues
to pose a problem in the
state, country, and world.
Linskey is a former police
officer and Centenary's
chair of the Social and
Behavioral Sciences

Department.
do not have
HBO and have never seen
the show," he said. "I have
investigated organized
crime cases and taught
college courses on it. I do
not think anything that
glorifies organized crime
is a good thing. It tends to
de-sensitize people to
what still today is a serious problem in our society."
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"The trip to Thailand was by far one the best experiences of my life. I came home with a new perspective on life. People in Thailand live much simpler lives. I
thought it was so neat how almost an entire country believes one religion."Rachel Tumey
"Thailand is the most beautiful country I have every seen. The streets are lined with vendors, and everywhere you look you see bright colors, whether it be fresh
fruit or decorative flowers. Not only is the country beautiful, but it is full of culture and history. Never have I been so amazed or enraptured." Carly Booker
"The trip to Thailand was, by far, one of the most amazing experiences of my life. It is difficult to
one memorable moment or thought because the entire
trip was so much to absorb. The culture there is like nothing I've ever experienced. I look back on every on moment that I spent in Thailand in awe of the fact that I was
actually there."Caitlin Staley
"I loved the Maesa Elephant Camp because it was a once in a lifetime experience that I never imagined would happen. It was a great experience because we were
able to see Asian
in a safe, sheltered environment. We rode elephants for one hour in the Northern Thailand forest." Stephanie Kowalak
"The hour-long ride to the Ahka hill tribe village was misty and foggy. It was like I had stepped off the boat and into another time -like Jurassic Park! I halfexpected to see King Kong come swinging around the side of the mountain for a quick
in the hot spring ."Holly Wright
"Bahts, wats, and markets- Thailand was awesome!" John Reuter
"The ruins of Sukhotai's largest wat were surreal. Two giant Buddha statues- one standing and one seated- among a field of columns surrounded by a low wall.
Pagodas of different shapes and sizes sat at either end."Rachel Kuchinski
"It was great seeing all the dogs and cats running outside without a leash. They were all friendly and calm. I felt as if I were back in my country where animals are
let loose, without a leash" .Victoria Chemoval.
Photo below, courtesy of Prof. Virginia Elsasser: Students at Wat Po, Bangkok, Thailand
First row: Victoria Robertiello, Rachel Tumey, Holly Wright
Second row: John Reuter, Caitlin Staley,Victoria Chemoval, Rachel Kuchinski, Stephanie Kowalak, Carly Booker, Prof. Elsasser
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By Megan Sweeney
Last summer, six
Centenary College students and
I went to China to teach English
and American culture through
Centenary's international
outreach program, an experience I will never forget. During
the 20 days we were there, I
had the opportunity to see and
do many exotic things, including touring a temple in Shanghai and hiking in Hong Kong.
When we first arrived
in Shanghai, Prof. Charles
Schomaker took us to our very
first "real" Chinese restaurant.
We had a wide variety of foods
that were beautifully presented.
Some were distant cousins of
what we here in America call
Chinese food and others, such
as the rather interesting
shredded jellyfish, were quite a
new experience for our American taste buds.
On the way home, we
stopped in front of our hotel so
that Prof. Schomaker could take
our picture. Within the time it
took to get in position, a crowd
of Chinese men had gathered
behind him. They were all
trying to get us to smile and
were taking the opportunity to
look at the foreigners. It was at
this moment that I realized how
different we look and act
compared to the Chinese.
The next morning we
went to the Jade Buddha
Temple. It was an amazing
display of culture and
tradition. The detail in the architecture and ornate decorations was amazing.
Next, we went to the museum
where we saw many artifacts
ranging from pottery pieces to

~nci~nt c~lli~r~phy ~croll~ to
clothing. Visiting the
museum gave me an even
deeper respect for the Chinese

'
ancient culture.
After an afternoon of
shopping we went to the Pearl
TV Tower. We took an elevator
to the top of the massive
skyscraper building and got to
see
a 360-degree view of Shanghai.
The lights of the city glittered
below us; what an amazing
view and a great way to end our
stay in Shanghai.
The next morning we
flew to Fuzhou. After a long,
yet beautiful bus ride from the
airport we arrived at our
apartments. I was pleasantly
surprised at the size of the place
but a bit disenchanted at the
lack of cleanliness, but it was
nothing that a little "Mr.
Muscle," the Chinese equivalent to Mr. Clean, couldn't
handle. After we settled in we
went to the grocery store which
was, as most things on this trip,
quite an experience. Shopping
for things in a different language is almost like
not being able to read. Kristen
Peliotis, my roommate, and I
wandered the aisles trying to
match the colors in the labels
and logos to what was familiar
to us. After about 20 minutes
we left with a few packs
of gum, a bottle of Mr. Muscle,
a can of Raid, and a ton of
water. That night, we went to
get a foot massage, a perfect
way to end a crazy day.
For the next 10 days
we taught in the mornings and
went sight-seeing in the
afternoon and evening. Four of
us, Kristen Peliotis, Emily
Moscotti, Nicole Oldham and I,
tau 0ht at the Anglo-Chinese
College, and the other three,
Becky Sparenberg, Nikki
Smith, and Brie Nepil

taught at the Women's College.
My class had about 30 kids
aged 11-15 most of whom
didn't speak English very well.
The few that did, spoke with an
Australian accent. This was
puzzling to me until I realized
that most of their Englishspeaking teachers came from
Australia.
The kids in my
class were extremely respectful,
and their willingness to learn
was intense. One of their
favorite games that I taught
them was "Duck, Duck
Goose" which was, along with
my entire teaching experience,
a great success.
While in Fuzhou we
saw and did many things. We
went to the pagodas, West Lake
Park, where we had a tea
ceremony, and to the mountains
on a class trip. The mountains
were breath-taking. The
waterfalls; lush plant life, and
cool clean air were welcome
changes from the hot
city. While hiking on the
mountain we came across a
temple that was built in a cave.
On another day, we went to one
of Prof. Schomaker's student's
villa at the beach. What a
gorgeous house and huge
beach. It was windy because
there was a typhoon heading
our way, but it turned out to be
a really nice day for us.
We also went on an
overnight trip to Xiamen to do
some shopping. There were so
many shops and so little time.
On two of the nights in Fuzhou,
Becky Sparenberg and I went to
the local bars with an Australian
we met. On one night, we met
nine people from eight different
countries who were in Fuzhou
for various reasons and jobs· It

was really cool to hang out
with so many different people
from around the world.
On our last day in
Fuzhou, Becky and I went to
the markets in the morning. ·
These markets sell everything
from fresh flowers to live
chickens. By noon we were on
a plane to Hong Kong.
In Hong Kong we had
the two days to do whatever we
wanted. Kristin, Becky, Nikki
Smith, Brie and I decide to just
wander around and see the
city the first night. The next day
we took a ferry to Llama Island,
one of the islands of Hong
Kong, and hiked across the
island, which took most of the
day. That night we decided to
go to the Peak, a sight-seeing
spot where you can look out
over Hong Kong and shop for
souvenirs, on the main island of
Hong Kong.
We rode a tram up the
very steep incline and once at

One of the pagodas

the top we decided to get
dinner. In the tram station there
was an extremely misleading
sign for the Hardrock Cafe
which we came to find out was
only a gift shop. Luckily, there
was a Western food restaurant
that turned out to be better than
any Hard Rock Cafe that I have
ever been to. We were seated at
a table that was next to a wall
of windows two-stories high.
We had an unobstructed view of
Hong Kong and watched the
city lights come to life as the
sun was setting. The five of us
had an incredible dinner and an
over-all amazing last day in
China. The next morning we
began our exhausting 22-hour
journey home.
My trip to China was
an experience of a lifetime. The
people, the scenery, and the
culture opened my eyes to
something that is so different
from the American life I am
used to. I hope to go back.

Photo: Megan Sweeney
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Clockwise from top telt:
A replica of the Jade
Buddha, Dinner in Hong
Kong, Shredded jellyfish,
A waterfall in the mountains, A gazebo in West
Lake Park, and Our view
from dinner in Hong
Kong. Photos: By Megan
Sweeney (and a friend).
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Over the summer, I
had the privilege of interning in
the technical department at the
Fox News Channel in New
York City. Going into the
internship, I really had no idea
what to expect. Many people
joked around with me and said I
would be getting employees
coffee and sweeping storage
rooms for a place like Fox;
however, my experience there
was nothing of the sort.
In my first week there,
I was given a headset and sent
from one studio to another to
observe a variety of shows. I
was allowed to observe any
position in the technical
department that I wanted,
ranging from stage managing to
technical directing.
To be honest, during
that first week there, I was
completely lost. I had no idea
how to read a rundown; I could
not understand television
jargon; I had no clue what I was
getting into. But about three
weeks had gone by at Fox when
I finally found a department I
was interested in called
Playback. A playback operator
is responsible for playing all the
video used during a broadcast.
A few people within
the department knew I was
interested in learning the job, so
they took me under their wing
and spent a lot of time training
me and getting me up to speed.
They spent weeks and months

eventually allowed me to step
in while they watched me. After
many hours of unpaid training,
I was finally able to do the job
on my own, without any
supervision.
Fox allowed me to complete
two more internships after the
initial one in order to continue
learning in playback. If they
had not allowed me to complete
the two other internships, I
strongly feel I would not have
learned very much at all.
Television production,
especially technical production,
is too complex to learn in 100
hours. I have been at Fox for
almost nine months, and I am··
still learning something new
every day. Some jobs like
audio, technical directing, and
directing, etc., can take years to
learn and master. Also, television, especially live television,
is very different work. The
shows are always changing
because of breaking news, and
stories are always being added
and killed at the last minute.
The environment is very intense
and fast-paced. It can be very
stressful at times, and there is
no room for error. Also, you not
only have to know how to do
your job and do it well, but you
have to know how to troubleshoot fast if something goes
wrong. I find the work to be
difficult and challenging at
times; it's an adrenaline rush;
but you get through it.
Oncemyt
ship at Fox came to an end, I
was hired as a freelancer in
Playback.
Freelancing can be
difficult at times as well,
because every show has a
different format, and you are
expected to learn every show's
format so you can cover shifts
when needed. Every show has a
different director, a different
pace, different animations, etc.,
and it can be overwhelming at
times to remember every
show's needs. However,
freelancing is a great way to

~ou~hinE rna und ttuchin~ me

~Qin ~.Kpvrivn\11.1~ make money~

everything I needed to know.
They would let me observe
them do shows, and then they

and keep your foot in the door. I
have just as much opportunity
to learn as a freelancer as I did

can
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By Jennifer MacLean

when I was an intern.
All together, the
internship has done so much for
me. I feel I've learned more
about my major by interning all
summer than I have in all four
years of college. I was given the
opportunity to learn whatever
job I wanted to learn, and I
ended up getting work as a
freelancer. Through interning
and freelancing I was able to
meet new people and network.
Their Human Resources
department and my supervisors

have been extremely openinternships in their field to get a
~nded about giving me the
feel for and learn more about
freedom to continue learning. In what it is they would like to
addition to freelancing in the
pursue. They allow you to learn
technical department, Fox has
so much and give you an
recently given me the opportuopportunity to see what it is you
nity to intern in the production
like and dislike about certain
department. I expressed my
careers. They help you create
interest in learning more about
connections and in some cases
production, and they have been
land you a job after graduation.
kind enough to consider me for
They don't always pay well, but
a spot on the show Dayside.
the experience and the educaI found interniJ!Wfu)t5lY get from internships
extremely rewarding. I think
are well worth the hard work.
that everyone should complete

Pizza

at

By Megan Lindsay
The Poetry of Pizza is
absolutely splendid; it is
beautifully acted, directed and
written. The play focuses
around Sarah Middleton, an
American professor, who goes
to Denmark to teach at the

Copenhagen University. Her
life is thrown off course when
she unexpectedly falls in love
with a Kurdish pizza maker.
Their culturally different
courtship intrigues and arouses
everyone around them, sending
the audience for a comedic and
heartwarming ride. The play is
written by award-winning
playwright Deborah Brevoort
M&ffi!ected by our own Prof.
Carl Wallnau.

The cast was superbly
chosen; Katrina Ferguson leads
the cast as Sarah Middleton.
Joseph Pisapia- portrays the
temperamental yet sensitive
Kurdish pizza maker, Soran
Saleen. The series of road
blocks that are put between the
two lovers include her best
friend, Pam Adams (Wendy
Peace), her landlord Olga
Oulund (Angela Della Ventura),
her landlord's friend Inga
Enevold (Michele La Rue), her
colleague Heino Anderson
(Mark Simmons), his boss
Rebar Frie (Eli Ganias), and the
man who attracts or repels the
women, Ule Enevold ( J.C.
Hoyt).

The Poetry of Pizza is part of
the Women Playwlight Series
which is now in its 14th Season
here at Centenary College. The
goal of the series is to promote
women playwrights who face
limited production opportunities and to provide them with an
environment to bring new
works from development to
production. This is a must-see
production.
It is exquisitely done.
The Poetry of Pizza is playing
February 24- March 12. For
tickets and show times stop by
the box office or check online at

www.centenarystageco .org.

Calendar
Tuesday, 3/7 10 p.m.: Texas Hold 'Urn Tournament, Formal Dining
Room
Monday, 3/13: 9 p.m.: DUI Speaker, Mark Sterner, Chapel
Tuesday, 3/28: Double Feature Movie Night,
1st movie starts at 8 p.m. and
2nd movie starts at
p.m. Formal Dining Room
Friday, 3/31: Foam Dance Party, 9 p.m.- midnight, Reeves Gym
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fuses
musical genres

performance is important."
Performances are the
most difficult arena for Andreas
as he is a self-described, "antisocial and distant individual,"
not something one would ever
guess, watching one of
Redlight Cinema's energetic
performances.

Redlight Cinema has
already recorded a four-song
EP, and is currently spending
time in the studio recording its
first full length disk.
The next show on the
horizon is April 7, 2006 at the
Loft in Poughkeepsie, New
York. To see a full schedule of

onconformity:

By Sarah Welch
A little jazz, one part
swing, some classical sway and
plenty of rock make the up-andcoming Redlight Cinema a
musical force to be reckoned
with. The smooth and slightly
anxious vocals convey a depth
of emotion reminiscent of
musical icons such as Nirvana,
while the jazzy bass-lines
loosen you up just enough to
allow the percussion to invade
your pulse.
This is the experience
of Redlight Cinema. Kevin
Andreas, 19, guitarist/pianist/
lead vocals, Dan Parra, 16,
bassist, and Kyle Andreas, 16,
percussion, comprise the
three-member band located in
Warwick, NY.
For Redlight Cinema,
there is not much life beyond
music.
Parra describes music
as his passion. He studies both
jazz and classical music on the
up-right bass.
Andreas spends most
of his days playing and writing
new music, averaging an
impressive three songs per
week.
Influenced by artists

such as Queen, Jimi Hendrix,
Queens of the Stone
Age, as well as classical, rock,
pop, swing, and jazz genres,
The band members create a
musical experience all their
own. "We don't stick to
boundaries," said Andreas.
"If any mood is
conveyed at all, the mission is
accomplished," added Parra.
"Every song is different and has
its own personality that
determines the direction we
take it in."
Redlight Cinema has
performed at venues such as
The Chance, Club Crannel,
Tribeca Rock Club, The Tuscan
Cafe, and in various
battles-of-the-bands. There is a
genuine feeling among band
mates that while performances
are always exciting and a
crucial aspect of developing a
fan-base, the musicians of
Redlight Cinema favor the
artistic endeavor of writing
music and recording.
"I prefer the creative process
of working with and crafting a
song," said Parra. "However,
the end goal is to let other
people hear it, so in the end, the

look up to My Chemical
Romance for inspiration, then
how are you not conforming?
By Ryan Johanson
My Chemical Romance
conforms just as much as
anybody. They conform to
commercialism. They conform
One night a few weeks to the "guys who wear makeup
and casual-dress clothes and let
ago, I was making my way
their hair grow down into their
from the library through the
Seay building. It was late, and it eyes" look. Perhaps worst of
all, they conform to the trend
was time for a commuter like
that is oh-so-mistakenly being
me to start going home. On my
passed around as 'emo'
way through the Sunken
nowadays. And people both
Lounge, I took the time to look
young and old devour it
at the windows decorated by
without a minute's questioning
various students to express
of whether or not the media
themselves and noticed somereally
know what it's talking
thing that stopped me dead in
about.
If they would only learn
my tracks: someone had sprayfor
themselves,
their eyes
painted onto one of the winwould
be
opened.
dows the words "Don't Conform." But what was behind the It's like Thurston Moore of
window? It was a picture of My Sonic Youth said: "[People] get
Chemical Romance, only one of all this information from MTV
and VHl ... and then they find
the most popular musical bands
out that it's just like everything
today.
It made me sh~m¥ou're not getting the full
head, to be honest. Let me make story." The media do not
it clear that I don't mean to talk
understand non-conformity,
against the person who was
and the people who trust this
responsible for that particular
media's every word are no
window at all. As a matter of
better off. Why? Because too
fact, for all I know, the person
often the media tell people
who spray-painted those words
what to think, how to live, what
and the one who put the picture
to listen to, what to wear, and
of that band up behind the
what to feel, and too many
window may be different
people just soak it all up. Nonpeople altogether. Still, there
conformity is about not letting
are just a few things I need to
others manipulate your mind.
correct here.
Don't get me wrong:
Let me start byqfs~e all media are not
inherently evil. If they were, I
this: if you consider yourself to
be a non-conformist, but you
wouldn't be writing for this

show dates, as well as check
out the music and merchandise
of Redlight Cinema, visit
www.myspace .com!
redlightcinema

paper. What I'm saying is that
the media are a powerful tools.
With power comes a choice: do
you get your hands dirty to
present the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the
and leave people enough room
to think for themselves, or do
you sell your own, oftenmisguided conclusions as 'fact'
and try to predict how people
will react to them? What you
see on TV, as well as what you
hear on the radio, is nothing
more than a product of what
executives know will make
them money. People tune in
from all over the country, and
even the globe, and media are
in the perfect position to do
whatever they wants. It is this
very abuse of power that nonconformity is wise to.
Again, do not mistake
what I am saying. Non-conformity does not mean you can't
like anything at all that is
popular. The true meaning of
non-conformity is to know how
to think independently and
accept what you believe,
regardless of the outcome. It is
the knowledge of the influence I
just described and the ability to
make your own decisions, not
because of, but in spite of, it.
If you want to like My
Chemical Romance, that's your
business, but they do not
embody the spirit of nonconformity in any way, shape,
or form.
If you want to emphasize non-conformity in music,
the bands that truly belong
behind that window in the
sunken lounge include Minor
Threat, Fugazi, and 1905. Learn
what they believe in and how
those beliefs are reflected in
their music.
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By John Kavanagh
Thursday, July 28,
2005 is a day that would be
long remembered by the people
of Northern Ireland. On this
day the IRA (Irish Republican
Army) officially stated that they
had ended their armed campaign and that they would for
the future pursue their goals
through peaceful and democratic means only. Sinn Fein's
Chief Negotiator, Martin
McGuinness, said that this
statement will change "the
political landscape in Ireland
forever ... and I hope that the
people across the island will
respond positively in the time
ahead" (Jordan, Sullivan).
Although countries
around the world praised the
decision of the IRA, Northern
Ireland Unionist Party (DUP)
leader Ian Paisley said he
doubts that the IRA will ever
cease killing innocent people
and stop their criminal activities
in smuggling and drug dealing.
In response to Mr. Paisley's
comments, Prime Minister
Bertie Ahem of the Republic of
Ireland said he believed that the
IRA's statement would be
proven true when the IRA
"decommissions" (made
permanently unusable) their
weapons (RTE NEWS).
Unlike other armed
groups, the IRA's weapons were
not simply destroyed because
this would have been seen as
surrender or "as a betrayal by
some parts of the Republican
community" (Black). Instead,
the Independent International
Commission on Decommissioning (IICD) allowed both sides,
the Unionist and the Republicans, to make their weapons
either permanently unusable or

permanently inaccessible by
possibly burying the guns in
concrete (Black).
Then on Monday,
September 26,2005, General
John de Chastelain, Chairman

of the decommissioning body
submitted a report to both the
British and Irish governments
confirming that the IRA had
fully decommissioned all of its
arms. This was witnessed not
only by the General but also by
Andrew Sens, Tauno Nieminen
(Commissioners of the llCD)
and two members of the" clergy,
Rev. Harold Good of the
Methodist Church in Ireland
and Rev. Alex Reid a Catholic
priest. All these individuals
later made separate statements
which reaffirmed the words of
General John de Chastelain:
At the end of the
process it demonstrated to usand would have demonstrated
to anyone who might have been
with us that beyond any shadow
of doubt, the arms of the IRA
have now been decommissioned.
It was also reported
that an inventory of the decommissioned weapons was made
and it would not be released
until the process of decommissioning by both sides was
complete.
Based on the estimates
of the number of weapons
believed to be held by the IRA
given to the Commission by the
British Government, they
believed all weapons were
destroyed (BBC NEWS).
This report was
praised by both the British and
Irish governments. Prime
Minister Blair hailed the action
as "an important development
in the peace process and one we
have all been waiting for, for a
long time," while the Irish
government in Dublin labeled it
as "momentous and historic,
another milestone passed in the
long conflict between Ireland
and Britain"(CNN).
The US response said
the announcement "marks a
historic day for Northern
Ireland and is extremely

encouraging for all those who
support the peace process, the
rule oflaw, and a Northern
Ireland free from sectarian
violence" (U.S .EmbassyLondon).
Among the many
voices of approval from
governments of the world, was
the voice of President Mbeki of
South Africa, a land long torn
by racism and bloodshed, who
said the long road to the reestablishment of democratic
government is at hand in
Northern Ireland, and he urged
all parties to move quickly to
wind down tensions and secure
the progress that had been
peacefully achieved(Massango).
The dissenting voice to
the actions of IRA came from
Ian Paisley who said, "The lack
of details illustrate more than
ever the duplicity and dishonesty of the IRA and the British
and Irish governments." Many
of the Unionists maintain that
they had been abandoned by the
British government in accepting
the word of the IRA for a
promise of peace instead of
demanding proof by seeing
photographs and a full listing of
the type of weapons destroyed
(Jordan, Sullivan).
Others believe that the
Unionist Party feels that if
power sharing happens in
Northern Ireland, eventually the
Northern province will become
part of the Republic of Ireland,
giving their Party very little
voice in government and thus
making them second class
citizens in a United Ireland
(Hadden).
Yet in spite of these
fears, on Monday October 31st,
the Loyalist Volunteer Force
(LVF) made a decision to
decommission its illegal
weapons and the. Ulster
Volunteer Force (UVF) is
considering doing the same
thing. Secretary of State Peter

Rain urged all parties to meet
with the Decommissioning
Body to begin the process of
decommissioning their weapons
(Thornton). But in a meeting on
November 22,2005, Ian Paisley
again told Prime Minister
Bertie Ahem he remained
unwilling to share power with
Sinn Fein because he doesn't
believe that the IRA has fully
disarmed (Sun News).
In 2006, a full report is
to come out relating to the
IRA's activities since July, and
the progress made in decommissioning. As peace inches
closer and the war of words
winds down, Donald Keough, a
closely involved American
observer stated, "Peace is
taking that cloud of anxiety off
the whole island ... I hope that
we can get a sort of common
voice among various groups
that are interested in Ireland to
be a place where young Irish
men and women who want to
help build that nation, have a
place to work" (O'Dowd).
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This article was written for
submission to Dr. Shane
Fitzpatrick's Political Science
206 class.

Have a good
spring break; see
you in April with
the next edition
of
The Quill
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By Peter Vincent

Hometown: Phillipsburg,
NJ
High School: Phillipsburg
Major: History and Education
Future Goals:
To become a successful
... teacher and baseball c-each · ·
Personal Info:
Todd is entering his second season as the shortstop for
the Cyclones, after playing two years for Sussex County
Community College. Todd who has been playing
baseball for 17 years, started when he was only 4 years
old.
Todd Sigafoos
Sport: Baseball
Position: Shortstop
Senior
Born: August 9th, 1984
5'7"; 185lbs.

Eric Dechert
Hometown: Aalon, NJ
Sport: Men's Lacrosse High School: Middle
Position: Attack
Township High School
Year: Senior
Major: Criminal Justice
Born: 3-29-84
6'0"; 200 lbs.
Future Goal: To have a succesful carrer in thefield of
Crlininanusffce· ·
Personal Info: In his spare time Eric enjoys
wakebording in the summer and snowboarding in the
winter.

Lenaya Price
Jersey City
Hometown:
Sport: &fuen's Basketball
James
High School:
Position: Point Guard,Guard, Center J. Ferris High School
Year: Senior
Communications
Major:
July 6, 1984
Born:
radio/tv
5"6
Height:
.
Weight: 150
Fulfilling my dream in being a hip-hop dancer or bemg a dance
Future Goals:
.
instructor and finding a job in my field Communications.
talent
m
performs
and
dancing
loves
,Personal Info: In her free time, Lenaya
shows. A people person-comedian, she enjoys making people laugh and
them why smiling is good for your teeth. She also likes to make the best out of
and enjoy every moment with her family and friends.

Dana Pizzi
Lacrosse
Sport:
Position: Mid field
Year: Senior
Born:
10/9/84
5 feet 2 inches
Height:
-t'M'n" Vernon, NJ
Hometown:
High School: eM:lon Township
Sociology/Human Services
Major:
My future goal is to obtain a position
Future Goals:
a social worker when i graduate in May
Personal Info: o1if can catch Dana hanging out up on
the 100 eM Side with her roommattes, and she can't
some lax games.
· wait to start

page 16

THE QUILL March, 2006

from Josh HubeyAthletic Information Office
On a night when Centenary College honored its men's basketball seniors,
guard Andre Harris made it a night to remember. Harris, who led all scorers with 27
points against Stevens, became the latest Skyline Conference player to score his
1 ,OOOth career point.
Harris came into the game needing a season-high 27 points in the season
finale to reach the 1 ,000-point milestone. Through the first half he was only able to
muster 10 points on seven shots.
With five minutes left in the second half the Cyclone fans turned their attention to Harris and his quest for 1,000. Over the course of the next three-plus minutes
Harris went 7-for-9 from the free throw line, to pull his game total to 23 and 996 for
his career. He then connected on a driving layup with 1:06 showing on the game
clock, to get within a basket. On nearly the final possession of the game Harris drove
hard to the basket and made a layup giving himself exactly 1,000 career points. Both
teams allowed the final seconds to tick off the clock and the visiting Ducks notched
their 13th win of the season despite the late heroics of Harris earning his 27 points.

'
(Continued from p. 6)
that she wondered if it would be
OK, knowing that they needed
to get special shots because the
area is contaminated.
Kyong-Joo Kim was inspired
by her mother to go on the trip,
but she also needed to convince
her that it would be safe. "I've
wanted to help other people like
I've seen my mother doing
since I was young. When I
heard about this trip, I thought
it would be a great experience
for me," Kim said. "First, I had
to convince my parents to allow
me to go down there. My
parents thought Louisiana is a
very dangerous place at that
time since they watched some
news about the bad things
happening there.

After that, I needed to
get two shots, one for tetanus
and the other for hepatitis B. I
tried to raise the funds for ISO

to buy equipment. For
instance, I sold bakery goods on
campus. I had to get trained
how to build a wall. It was
funny, because we didn't do any
of the sheet rocking jobs while
we were down there. Instead,
we had to clean out destroyed
houses. There were no places
ready to be built."
"The whole house was
destroyed and it was so dirty,"
Mitsuhashi said, recalling an
experience from the trip. She
said that the family had a
young girl who she estimated to
be five or six. The girl was
showing Mitsuhashi her dolls
which were all dirty. "She was
so innocent. For kids, it is so
hard to see the facts that they

useless, but each little thing has
memories, and the family sees
them." She found it difficult
having to ask the family if they
wanted to keep things or not.
The terrible smell was
something that was difficult for
everyone to deal with.
"I was surprised not so
much by the appearances of
houses but by the horrible
stench. I wore two masks but it
didn't work. It was
hard to keep working with
horrible smells," Kim said.
"I saw it on TV, but when I
actually faced it in the city I
was really shocked,"
Mitsuhashi said. "You can't
smell through the TV. It was so
scary even to see a house with a

are sufferin2." Mitsuhashi

painted sign that says how

said. She continued to speak
about working in the house: "I
saw that everything was

many people died in that
house."
Recalling a difficult moment,

Andre Harris
Born:
May 22, 1984
Sport: Men's Basketball Hometown: Morristown, NJ
Position: Point Guard
High School: Morristown
Senior
Major:
Mathematics
Future Goals: Graduate, and begin
teaching at Morristown High School where he also
hopes to coach basketball.
Personal Info: In his spare time-Andre enjoys playing
the game Madden Football for PS2 and hanging out
with his friends and having a good laugh.

Okabe said, "We were working
in a house, and there was a
poisonous snake coming up
under the carpet!"
The generosity of the people
of New Orleans was something
that seemed to touch everyone
who went on the Katrina Relief
Effort.
"On the last night, we
all had a meeting to celebrate
our works. There was a woman
from the church where we
stayed. She wrote a letter and
read it aloud to us. The moment
was really touching, so many of
us had tears in our eyes. She
was really appreciative of us
and we felt warmth in our
hearts towards her," Kim said.
"I was impressed by the fact
that the people there were so
generous even though they

don't have anything,"
Mitsuhashi said. "They'd
provide us lunch, and they were
so thankful we were there
helping them. They even cried
because we went there and
helped them."
"I'm just curious why nothing
has been done," Okabe said.
"The government is trying to
support them, but I think they
can do more. I don't understand; it's still horrible conditions."
"I feel a little bit guilty that I
have everything," Mitsuhashi
said. "I realize that I can't
complain about the dorm or the
cafeteria food. The environment here is really rich and I
feel more appreciative.
It's a normal thing, but it's
everything."

The Quill staff congratulates all those in the
college administration,faculty, staff, and student body
who took part the Katrina project and thanks those
who contributed to this two-part series about that
experience. The work continues.

