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VIEW FROM TH E DOME

NEWS FROM CENTENARY COLLEGE
Executive Officer of the Actors Fund, and J. Edwin
Reeves, Jr. '11 HA, President of the Reeves

Foundation, both of whom received honorary Doctor
of Humane Letters degrees.
Benincasa, the keynote speaker, advised graduates
to collaborate in order to achieve success. "People
working together can always accomplish more than
a single person working alone," he said. "You will
find that collaborating, working and playing well
with others will be your best and fastest route to
excellence."
In addition to his work with the Actors Fund,
Benincasa is on the boards of organizations ranging
from Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS and Career
Transition for Dancers to the Times Square Alliance,
Bio-Reference Laboratories and the Somerset
Fourteen of t he 243 graduates who received degrees at January Commencement.

Patriots, a minor-league baseball team.
Fittingly, the ceremony took place in the John M.

"People working
together can
always accomplish
more than just
a single person
working alone."
Joseph Benincasa '11 HA,
President and CEO,
the Actors Fund

243 Receive Degrees at January
Commencement

was renovated and expanded several years ago

"Pomp and Circumstance" rang out for 243

through the Reeves Foundation's participation in

graduates at Centenary's 136th January

The Campaign for Centenary College.

Commencement Ceremony on January 8, 2011.

Reeves Student Recreation Center, a structure that

Among other projects, the Foundation also

The recipients, who included undergraduate and

supported the construction of the David and Carol

graduate students, earned their degrees at the

Lackland Center, Centenary's newest facility and

College's main campus in Hackettstown, as well as

home to the Centenary Stage Company, which

the Centenary Adult and Professional Studies (CAPS)

opened in 2010.

learning centers in Parsippany and Metro Park.

Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite, Centenary College

In addition to the graduates, the ceremony honored

President, conferred the honorary degrees and said

Joseph Benincasa '11 HA, President and Chief

the College was privileged to welcome them into the
ranks of Centenary alumni.

Big Night For BRAG
Centenary Fashion Design major Rosa Cisneros '11 had to opportunity to meet fashion legend
Tom my Hilfiger and collect a $5,000 scholarship from Phillips-Van Heusen at the Black Retail
Action Group (BRAG) 40th Annual Scholarship and Awards Dinner last fall. Cisneros is the
fourth Centenary student in three years to be awarded a scholarship by the national not-for-profit
organization that works toward maintaining diversity in retail and related industries. Supermodel
Tyson Beckford was also honored at the annual gala held at Cipriani in New York City.
Rosa Cisneros '11 w it h fashion
designer Tommy Hilfiger.
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Criminal Justice Program
Comes to CAPS

At the Top!

Centenary College's highly acclaimed Criminal

Centenary's Intercollegiate Horse Show Association

Centenary Equestrians ride to victory

Justice program is now available to a wider

(IHSA) team has continued its winning ways,

audience through Centenary Adult and Professional

notching victories at seven prestigious shows and

Studies (CAPS) , which provides accelerated

emerging undefeated in the fall season.

schedules enabling adults to earn their degrees
faster.

At the American National Riding Commission
(ANRC) Championships last October, Centenary

Through CAPS, adult learners can earn a bachelor's

equestrians emerged as both National and Novice

degree in Sociology with a minor in Criminal Justice

team champs. Centenary's Colin Savaria '13 took

or a master's degree in Leadership and Public

first individually in the National division, while Randi

Administration (MLPA) in approximately two years

Cashman '11 won the Novice division.

at the program's new Metro Park learning center.

~
Welconte,
Governor!

In fact, November was a month to remember for

Centenary College

For more than a decade, graduates have found that

the College's equestrian competitors, with the

President Dr. Barbara-Jayne

the College's fast-growing Criminal Justice program

IHSA, Intercollegiate Dressage Association (IDA),

Lewthwaite welcomed

opens doors to careers in law enforcement, the

Hunter/Jumper and Western teams all bringing

Gov. Chris Christie HA

courts and the correctional system. Deputy Chief

home victories on the same weekend. The IHSA

'05 to the David and Carol

Carmelo Vaticano '08 of the Edison Township

team continued its undefeated season with a win at

Lackland Center on July 23,

Police Department credits Centenary College for

Marist, while the IDA team defeated the competition

2010. The Governor chose

allowing him to earn a degree in Sociology while

at a home show at Centenary's Equine Center.

the new Center to meet with

Meanwhile, a day later, the Hunter/Jumper squad

legislative members of the

continuing his duties as a public servant. The deputy
chief's experience at Centenary was so positive he
now recommends the program to colleagues. Part of
the program's appeal, he says, is its compatibi'lities
with the schedules of active police officers.

won a host of ribbons at a competition in Long

Highlands Commission.

Valley, N.J., and the Western team was reserve

The event also marked the

champion at its show. Later in the month, freshman

first official event in the

Katie Haley '14 had the top overall performance

Lackland Center.

"We took one course at a time, with two courses

in the United States Hunter Jumper Association

per semester," said Deputy Chief Vaticano.

Emerging Athletes Program and received 30 days

"Concentrating on one class at a time made it easier

of advanced training from an approved trainer,

to balance school with work."

along with a cash prize and a spot at an elite training

Dean of Online and Adult Enrollment Peter Albrecht
said the expansion of the program to CAPS enables
adult

lea~ne rs

to access a high-quality curriculum

that meets their learning style. "The program has
real-world applicability," he said.
The new learning center in Metro Park will hold its
grand opening later this spring.

Candice King, a well -known international grand
prix rider, taught a clinic at the Equine Center,
November 13, 2010. Pictured (L to R): Professor
Kelly Munz, Chair of the Equine Studies Department;
Natasha Klingenstein '1 3; Candice Schober '12;
Alexandra Krecker '1 2; Candice King, special guest
clinician; Brittany Cunnane '1 2; Randi Cashman '1 1;
Marissa Cohen '1 1; and Centenary College President
Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite.

clinic in Florida.
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Teachin g in the

Third-graders from the Allamuchy Township School. The Allamuchy School District is one of nearly 60 districts that partner with Centenary College.

Through Centenary's acclaimed teacher preparation programs, students learn that
creativity and technology go hand-in-hand to engage and inspire today's children.
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21st Century
hen Morgan DeTura

multitudes of methods. They can get information on

'1 0 teaches her

a dime. The role of the teacher today isn't to impart

students at the GillenBrewer School on the
Upper East Side in New
York City, she has to keep
things moving quickly. While her young students are

information. It is to challenge the student to achieve
the next level of understanding."

Ongoing Assessment Leads
to Excellence

learning disabled, they are also accustomed to the

The College constantly enhances the learning

fast pace that technology brings into their daily lives.

experience of its undergraduate and master's

Thanks to the Post-Baccalaureate Teacher
Certification she earned at Centenary College,

level teachers through ongoing assessment of
technology and the classroom methodologies used
by faculty members.

"We find that
Centenary
students are very
well prepared to
differentiate their
lessons to meet the
individual needs of
students."
Timothy J. Frederiks, Ed.D.,
Allamuchy Township
School District
Superintendent

DeTura is well prepared for the challenge. The
College educates its graduates to include the latest

This evaluation process is a key reason why

technology, including Smart Boards, podcasts,

Centenary was the first college in New Jersey

webcasts, online portfolios and Skype, into their

to earn full accreditation status last fall for its

lesson plans when appropriate.

undergraduate teacher preparation program and
the Master's in Special Education program from

That gives graduates like DeTura an edge, both in
obtaining employment and in engaging students in
the 21st century classroom.
"To be a first-year teacher and to already have
training with Smart Boards and other technology
gives you an advantage over graduates coming out
of other programs," said DeTura, who frequently
uses Smart Boards in her classroom to make
lessons more interactive. "I found the technology

the Teacher Education Accreditation Council
(TEAC), a nonprofit national organization dedicated
to improving academic degree programs for
professional educators.
The State of New Jersey's change to the
Professional Licensures and Standards Code
for educators seven years ago mandates that all
teacher education preparation programs must
become TEAC accredited.

training I received at Centenary to be very valuable."
As part of the process, Centenary spent two years
Understanding how the new technology works
is just the first step in reaching today's students
effectively. Succeeding as a teacher in the 21st
century is much more about creativity and
leveraging students' individual strengths in a

revising courses and tracking outcomes of teacher

I

I.

preparation programs and was the first in the state

I

to revise subject content areas to comply with state

I

Core Curriculum Content Standards, as well as
national professional discipline standards.

variety of ways, including the use of technology,
according to Sandra Genduso, Associate Professor

All of this has made Centenary's programs more

of Education and Chair of the Centenary College

focused on student outcomes, experts in the

Education Department.

field say.

"We don't all learn in the same way anymore," said

Timothy J. Frederiks, Ed .D., superintendent of the

Professor Genduso. "Today's students learn through

Allamuchy Township School District in northwestern
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(Left to right): .Rory Murray •09, 11 , Morgan DeTura '1 o and, two of the seven Centenarians who now teach in the Allamuchy Township
School District, Andrea Aussems '11 and Ashley VanHaste 07.

New Jersey, said Centenary students who have
their practicum or student teaching experiences in

"Placement is
something this
College does
extremely well.
We have the
connections with
the school districts
and it is pretty
amazing how
Centenary gets
students situated
with jobs."
Rory Murray '09/11

his district already have a sharp focus on student
outcomes. Seven graduates or degree candidates of
the College are employed as teachers in the district.
"We find that Centenary students are very well
prepared to differentiate their lessons to meet the
needs of individual students," said Dr. Frederiks,
who also serves as an adjunct professor at
Centenary. "Classroom teachers today have to
be able to address the needs of all students, not
just one particular group. Centenary students
understand that concept and are very well
equipped."
Professor Genduso agrees, adding that 21st-century
teachers are expected to embrace global concepts
and encourage students to develop a strong world
view.
'The days of 'kill and drill' are over," Professor
Genduso explained. "Learning is much more
student-centered, rather than lecture-oriented.
Everything has to be relevant and it has to be
relevant globally because we're not living in our
own backyard anymore."

Flexibility for the 21st Century
An important part of that approach is to instill in
new teachers a sense of flexibility, especially given
today's emphasis on the standardized testing scores
that play such a big role in school funding formulas.
"Teaching to the test should not be done in
isolation," Professor Genduso noted. "It is done
within the context of the curriculum. That way,
students are better able to take ownership of
knowledge and incorporate it into their learning.
You have to keep the students engaged so they are
invested in their learning."
Centenary faculty members are so effective in
the classroom because many have had extensive
experience in elementary and high school
classrooms themselves. As a result, they have vast
knowledge about how to address a wide variety of
situations that may come up in classrooms today.
"Our professors have been through every aspect of
the education system whether it is starting out as
a new teacher, writing curriculum or hiring faculty,"
said Rory Murray '09/11. Murray completed
a bachelor's degree in Biology at Centenary and
will become a certified teacher of Biology at the
secondary school level this spring. "It is really
helpful to get such a comprehensive perspective."

6 The Centenarian

I,

I
DeTura says tapping into professor's experience
was a valuable resource that has helped her to be a

Strong Numbers

more effective teacher.
"Centenary professors bring their real-life
experiences into the classroom," she noted. "They
are great resources because they really understand
education and they continue to work in education. It
sets Centenary students up for such an advantage if
you are a really good teacher and want to pursue it."

omorrow's teachers benefit from Centenary's state-of-

T

the-art programs that promote academic excellence,
leadership and professionalism. Here is a brief look at
the Education Department's track record of success.

Centenary marks its 34th year of providing New Jersey

Successful Graduates

teacher certification programs to students who are earning a
Bachelor of Arts degree. Undergraduates and candidates in the

While the job market for teachers remains tight,

post-baccalaureate program may become certified in 6 areas,

Centenary students have a distinct edge over other

including Teacher of Students with Disabilities. Centenary was

applicants who do not have a clear understanding

one of the 1st colleges in New Jersey to provide a dual

of how technology and experience with best

certification program for general and special education students.

practices can enhance classroom instruction.

Centenary also offers 6 graduate degree and

Since Centenary's programs also emphasize

certifications so current educators may continue to

adaptability and innovation, the College's graduates

excel and become leaders in their field.

are often more open to exploring career opportunities
outside of public school systems, such as DeTura's

More than 500 students are enrolled in the Education

choice to teach at an independent school for special

Department at the undergraduate and graduate level.

needs children, or another student who opted to
supplement her student-teaching by volunteering for

Of all students who start the rigorous practicum experience,

a charter school in the Bronx.

96 percent successfully complete student teaching and

Centenary's well-prepared graduates also find that
even when they accept short-term assignments
such as substitute teaching, the opportunity often
turns into full-time employment.

graduate Centenary College with certification.
Centenary was the 1st program in the state of New Jersey
to earn TEAC (Teacher Education Accreditation Council) preaccreditation, in 2005, and full accreditation, in 2010.

"I have many friends who came out of teacher
certification programs at other schools and they

Centenary has Professional Development School agreements

are still substitute teachers," noted Murray, who

with more than 50 area school districts from all

is also the Assistant Director of Student Activities

4 surrounding counties, including Warren, Hunterdon,

for Campus Recreation at Centenary. "Placement

Morris and Sussex. Many of these schools have favored Centenary

is something this College does extremely well. We

students for employment openings.

have the connections with the school districts and
it is pretty amazing how Centenary gets students
situated with jobs."
"Our students are becoming a little more creative
and are looking to see what other opportunities are
out there," added Professor Genduso. 'They are

Since 2008, Centenary has hosted a Summer Teachers'
Academy for educators throughout the region. Attendees have
the opportunity to master interactive technologies and become
acquainted with other teaching tools to educate and inspire

21st century learners.

empowered because of the knowledge and skills
base they have. And they do a good job when they
get out there in the classroom."

I
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CENTENARIAN S SERVE

Caitlin Quade (back row), granddaughter of Professor Emeritus Robert Quade '96 HA, stands among the children of Adet, Ethiopia, who
received books donated through the College's Ethiopia Reads campaign.

Helping Others is Our Way of Life
With students averaging a staggering 21,000 service hours each year, the College's
community service projects reach grateful recipients both close to home and abroad.
Here are just a few of many initiatives that demonstrate Centenarians' longstanding
commitment to helping others.

Ethiopia Reads
The Centenary community collected and shipped
2,000 pounds of books to help spread literacy in
Ethiopia through Ethiopia Reads. a charity that

while members of the Athletic Department sorted
the books and the College's Shipping Department
prepared the boxes.

connects needy children with books to nurture a

"I am very impressed with the program so far,

love of reading. Through the campuswide initiative,
now in its second year, students donated new and

and there is no doubt we can keep building on
our accomplishments from last year," Professor

gently used books for children ranging from pre-K

Quade told the Warren Reporter. "Knowing that this
program has made a difference in so many children's

to elementary school. Centenary students enrolled
in the "Sales and Management" class. taught
by Professor Emeritus Robert Quade '96 HA,
8 The Centenarian

volunteered to sell flags to raise money for shipping,

lives is amazing, and I thank all those involved for
their continued support in this truly great cause."

In January 2011, a group of Centenary students,

Joining the Fight
Against Cancer

faculty and staff members teamed up with their

Inspired by the experience of family and friends

colleagues from Drew University through the
Centenary Disaster Relief Program to travel to

who have battled cancer, the Omega Rho ·

New Orleans for the sixth consecutive year to

this devastating disease. Last November,

help rebuild the homes of families devastated by

fratern ity members worked with Centenary's

Hurricanes Katrina, Gustav and Rita. "My first year,

Admission Office and the Women's Basketball

there were cars in the pools in the backyards, boats

team to raise money for Livestrong, Alex's

in the middle of the streets," Neil Andrito, Director

Lemonade Stand and Cookies for Kids' Cancer.

of Residence Life and manager for this year's trip,
told The Daily Record "Now, the worst you see is

Earlier in the year, the fraternity participated in
the Warren County Relay for Life, which raised

the empty lots, which is not good for the community

more than $50,000 to benefit the American

but a sign of progress."

Cancer Society.

Resilient Relief Effort

Since the volunteer effort began in 2006, more

fraternity participated in several efforts to fight

than 600 Centenarians have participated in the

Agents of Change

service initiative and have volunteered more than
35,000 hours and raised nearly $350,000 needed to

Some classes talk about positive change.
Sociology students from Centenary are actually

continue helping the people of New Orleans and the

doing something about important national and

surrounding areas.

global issues. Associate Professor of Sociology

Omega Rho brothers
lent their support to
fight cancer.

Kitsy Dixon challenged students to raise
During the 10-day trip in January, the project's
mission focused on the rebuilding of homes in St.
Bernard Parish and helping this resilient community
through two nonprofit organizations, the St. Bernard
Project and the Community Center of St. Bernard.
This was the third time Centenary worked with the St.
Bernard Project, which was recently featured on the
cover of US. News and World Report as one of the

consciousness about critical concerns such as
autism last semester. As a result, one of the
class' "Social Change and Movement" teams
held an Autism Walk-a-Thon to benefit Autism
Speaks on November 6, 201 0. Other projects
spearheaded by class members addressed
pediatric cancer, alcohol education and the
enforcement of women 's rights in Iran.

country's Top 10 socially innovative organizations.

New Scholarship for Service
In keeping with Centenary's commitment to serving the local and world communities, the College has
established a scholarship that rewards incoming students who have demonstrated a strong track record
for social responsibility throughout their high school years.
The Centenary Community Service Scholarship provides up to a $10,000 annual award to students who
have volunteered with organizations including community or service clubs, scouting, and environmental,
civic, cultural or historical groups.
Vice President for Enrollment Management and Strategic Branding Diane Finnan said the College
was delighted to acknowledge students who have demonstrated a strong ethic of helping others.
"Service to others is at the cornerstone of who we are at Centenary," she said. "We were founded to provide educational opportunities
to people without access to school, and we continue to address the changing social needs of our communities daily. Whether it is
sorting food at the local food bank, collecting coats during the winter, feeding the homeless in New York, or rebuilding New Orleans after
Katrina, service is at the very heart of who we are as a community." For more information, visit centenarycollege.edu/scholarships.
Th e Centenari an 9

ADVANCING CENTENARY

Centenary parent Joe Nolan with son Co nor Nolan '13, a member of the Men's Lacrosse team.

Field of Dreams
It is time to take Cyclone Athletics to the

"If the coaches are

next level. That was the message of WPU

going to build on
what are promising
programs, they need
this project."

broadcaster Joe Nolan at the official launch

Joe Nolan,
WPU Broadcaster

of The Athletic Turf Field Project on January
29, 2011. "An athletic turf field is the next
thing for Centenary," said Nolan, who is
also a Centenary parent of Men's Lacrosse player
Con or Nolan '13. "In order to compete, we need to
get this turf field done."
Through The Cyclone Athletic Fund, Centenary
plans to construct a new artificial turf field that
will serve the Men's and Women's Soccer and
Lacrosse teams. The new field, which can even be
used in inclement weather, will help to propel the
teams to greater levels of competition and national
recognition.
Last season, the Women's Soccer squad generated
headlines when the CSAC title resulted in the team
qualifying for the NCAA Tournament for the first time.
Coach Kevin Davies predicted the field will translate

10 The Centenarian

into even more success for the program, which

finished its season with a ten-game winning streak.
"We accomplished a dream," said Davies, adding
that the field will enhance his program. "Since
there is limited field space, the turf will help us
tremendously. Now when it rains, we can practice
during inclement weather."
Nolan pointed to the growth and national
recognition Centenary's Wrestling and Equine
programs achieved with improved facilities.
"Athletics drives the bus," he said, noting that
improvements such as a turf field, lights, bleachers
and new scoreboard will support the College in
continuing to attract the best scholar-athletes.
"If the coaches are going to build on what are
promising programs, they need this project."
To learn more about this exciting project or to
make a contribution to The Cyclone Athletic Fund or

The Athletic Turf Field Project, call (908) 852-1400,
ext. 2336, or e-mail knaaps@centenarycollege.edu.

Paying it Forward
When Professor Hyo-Chong Yoo was a college

Close-up: Student Stories Bring
Development Appeals to Life

student in Korea, she nearly had to drop out during

Centenary students are now front and center in the

her second year due to a lack of funding. But

College's efforts to generate support through The

then, a miracle happened: an anonymous American

Centenary Fund

donor offered to pay her tuition so she could finish

The Office of Strategic Advancement is featuring the

her degree.

personal stories of Centenary students in appeals

Now a professor of Fine Arts and associate director

for The Centenary Fund, to acquaint donors with

of the International Studies Program at Centenary,

actual students and alumni who have benefited

Professor Yoo was surprised to hear that Carol

through their contributions. The publications

"I went from being

Burgess lackland '54/1 0 HA, a major donor

emphasize that every dollar donated has a direct

who made the lead gift toward the construction

effect on the lives of the College's students.

of the David and Carol Lackland Center with her

For more information about The Centenary Fund,

scared to take
Calculus in high
school to earning a
Mathematics degree
with honors from
Centenary."

husband, David lackland '1 0 HA, faced a
similar crisis during her College years. Carol earned

contact Roxanne Thompson at (908) 852-1400, ext.
2367, or visit alumni.centenarycollege.edu.

her Centenary degree after an anonymous donor
stepped in to help fund her education.
"My life changed drastically from this opportunity,"

Thanking Our Greatest
Supporters

explained Professor Yoo, who never found out the

Centenary College

identity of her donor. "I thought my academic career

honored members

had ended and then this angel gave me such a

of the George H.

Samantha Piscitelli '1 0,
Alumna featured in
The Centenary Fund
campaign

tremendous gift."

Whitney Society and

Decades later, Professor Yoo sought to honor Carol

the Cornelius Walsh

and the anonymous donors who had changed the

Society at a "Jazz in

lives of the two women. An award-winning artist,

January" reception held

she spent hours meticulously painting a portrait of

at the David and Carol

the Lacklands. The gift hung at the Lackland Center

Lackland Center on

for a time before being moved to its current display

Wolfgang
Gstattenbauer '84

site at the Lacklands' home.

Three Whitney Society members who have included

THE CENTENARY FUND
Changing Uves That Change Our World

January 22.

the College in their estate plans, Wolfgang
Gstattenbauer '84, Rochelle MakelaGoodman '97 and Earle T. Holsapple, Jr.
'99 HA, received a special Centenary pin from
College President Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite. To
date, the College has given 60 pins to benefactors
in recognition of their generosity to Centenary.
Members of the Alumni Association Executive
Board (AAEB) and the Cornelius Walsh Society
were also on hand to witness the unveiling of a
plaque near the Grand Staircase of the new
Left to ri ght: Carol Burgess Lackland '54/1 0 HA,
Professor Hyo-Chong Yoo and David Lackland '1 0 HA.

Lackland Center. The plaque lists the more than 150
members of the Society who made leadership gifts
of $1 ,000 or more during the last fiscal year.

I
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CYCLONES U PO ATE

Making Our Mark
Centenary is becoming a hotbed for
college sports, with Cyclone teams and
student-athletes making their mark on the
national stage and in the record books.

Team AII-NFCA East Region honors. She also took
home Colonial States Athletic Conference (CSAC)
and ECAC South Rookie of the Year accolades and
was named AII-CSAC First Team Catcher and ECAC

All-CSAC honors
went to three
Volleyball players
last fall.

South Second Team All-Star. The Lady Cyclones

A Season of Firsts

won the program's most games ever, finishing
30-14, third in the CSAC Tournament and reaching

The Volleyball team saw three of its players receive

the ECAC South Tournament for the second

AII-CSAC accolades this season, a program first.

consecutive season.

Jelena Markovic '13, the 2009 CSAC Rookie of the
Year, took home First Team AII-CSAC honors, as did
Devon Paffendorf '1 2. Kelsey Walter '12 was named
Honorable Mention. This marks the first time in
program history that two players were named to the
First Team in the same season.

A pair of Centenary basketball
players set college records this
season in scoring and rebounds.
Rob Urie '11 became the Cyclones'
all-time leading scorer in a win
against CSAC rival Neumann. At
game's end, Urie's 1,179 career
points topped the previous record

All-Time Leaders
It's a year to rewrite the record books, with

'11 become the Lady Cyclones' all-time leading

individual student-athletes and teams soaring to

rebounder with 691 at the end of a win over Penn

new heights in Cyclone

State University-Wilkes-Barre. DiStasio topped

history.

previous record holder Solaris Ortiz '05 (686).

In women's action, Marissa DiStasio

Softball standout Cara

Three Cyclone runners represented Centenary

Montferrat '13 became

at the NCAA Atlantic Regional Cross Country

the program's first-ever

Devon Paffendorf '12

Marissa DiStasio '11

set by Kyle Warner '07 (1 ,169).

Championship last fall. Chad Lepes '11, Brian

All-American, earning

Dunphy '12 and Rob Ambrose '14 all qualified to

Third Team NFCA All-

compete in the prestigious race.

American and First

Cara Montferrat '1 3

Three Cyclones Inducted
into Hall of Fame

Scholar-Athletes
The National Soccer Coaches Association of
America recently named six members of the
Centenary Men's Soccer team to its Scholar AllEast Region Honorable Mention list. Awarded the
prestigious honor were Edgar Escobar-Castro
'11, Justin Belanger '12, James Corey '12, Jason
Rogers '12 , Alex Walters '12 and Matt Winkler
'12. In addition, the NSCM also picked both the
Men's and Women's Soccer teams to receive Team

Top row: Edgar Escobar-Castro '11,
Justin Belanger '12 and James Corey
'12; Bottom row: Jason Rogers '12,
Alex Walters '12 and Matt Winkler '12.

Academic Awards.

Top of the Heap
John Manos ·12 last season became the first golfer
in Centenary history to place first at an event, handily
winning the Purchase College Golf Invitational to best
44 other golfers.
John Manos '12

On the Road to the Majors
Former Centenary pitcher Cole Kimball took a step closer to the Major Leagues
with his promotion to the Washington Nationals' 40-man roster. Kimball pitched for the
Nationals' Double-A affiliate, the Harrisburg Senators, in 201 0. He was a 12th-round
draft pick by the Nationals in 2006. In his two years at Centenary, he struck out 139 with
a 3.70 ERA, placing him third in program history in strikeouts and fourth in ERA. Closer
to home, Michael Fasano '1 0 finished his Cyclone career ranked fourth nationally in
on-base percentage, 16th in batting average and 31st in slugging percentage.

From Cyclone Blue to Phillies Red
When she is not coaching Softball or pursuing graduate studies at
Centenary, Maureen Shockley '11 will be spending her "down time"
at Citizens Bank Park in Philadelphia
Maureen
Shockley '11

tracking down foul balls for the
Phillies Ballgirl team. The

assistant coach of Softball at Centenary, Shockley
was one of seven new members selected in
an online competition last fall. In addition to
game-day duties, Phillies Ballgirls serve as
ambassadors and represent the Major

New inductees (L toR): Mona Ressaissi-Vialva
'98, Diane Finnan and Robert Quade '96 HA
Three Centenarians who have been
instrumental in the phenomenal growth of the
College's sports programs were inducted into
the Centenary Athletic Hall of Fame on January
29, 2011.
The Class of 2011 .includes Diane Finnan, a
seminal Women's Basketball coach; Mona
Ressaissi-Vialva '98, a Women's Basketball
standout who has returned to Centenary as
a coach and adjunct professor; and Robert
Quade '96 HA, professor emeritus, Director of
Business Student Development and founder of
the College's nationally-ranked Wrestling team.
Director of Athletics Billie Jo Blackwell
'97/09 noted that the trio were selected for the
Hall of Fame for their continuing commitment
to Cyclone sports. "Athletics has grown so
much at Centenary and it is important for us
to recognize both our history and our current
successes," she said. "They have all been
important to the past and future growth of
athletics at Centenary College."
Finnan, who currently serves as Vice President
for Enrollment Management and Strategic
Branding, began coaching the Women's
Basketball team in 1995 and guided the
team to the National Small College Athletic
Association Championships and its first-ever
NCAA Tournament berth. A former Director of
Athletics at the College, she is still involved in
the athletics program by assisting teams with
administrative support.
Ressaissi was the first Women's Basketball
player at Centenary to pass the 1,000-point
mark and ranks third in the College's record
book with 1,216 career points. Now an attorney,
she has returned to Centenary to serve as an
adjunct instructor and co-head coach of the
Cyclone Women's Basketball team.
Professor Quade formed the Wrestling team at
the request of several students in 1992 while
serving as Chairman of the College's Business
Department. He coached the team at the club
and varsity levels for several years and his bowtied presence still looms large at today's NCAA
Division Ill Cyclone Wrestling matches.

League team at various charity and
community events.

I
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Centenaria ns Reunite
Homecoming and Alumni Weekend, October 8-10, 2010

How to Submit
News & Notes
The next Class News and
Notes Deadline is May 1, 2011.
News and information can also
be submitted directly to the
Alumni Relations Office at
alumni@centenarycollege.edu.

1934

1942

Filomena DeSantis
89 Countryside Apts., Bldg. 10
Hackettstown, NJ 07840-0162
(908) 979-0021

Edith (Edie) Bolte Kutz
4561 Oaktree Court
Delray Beach, FL 33445
(561) 498-4388
ediekutz@aol.com

1937
Ruth Mortensen Houghton Holmes
Ocean View Hilltop Lodge =11=2E, Apt. L347
18 Blueberry Lane
Falmouth, ME 041 05
(207) 781-0999
rholmes4@maine.rr.com

1939
Carol Olsen-Voorhees
40 Sergeantsville Road
Flemington, NJ 08822-1584
(908) 782-5373
corkyjo@netzero.net
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Edie Bolte Kutz writes: "During
Homecoming Weekend, I celebrated
the opening of the Edith Bolte Kutz ·42
Theater named in my honor with a
private celebration for family, friends and
classmates. Centenarians in attendance
included my sister, Peggy Bolte Castle
'49, as well as classmate Gladys Bahr
Spence '42 and friends Doris Pontery
Meese '50, Susan Gordon Posner
'58, Joy Riddell '58, Mrs. Adelaide
Van Winkle '08 HA her family, Joan
Van Winkle Cunningham '59 and

Homecoming 201 1
Sept. 23-25
7. Ryan Loven '95/05 and Heather
Bush Loven '05 attended Homecoming
and Alumni Weekend with Ashlynn (held),
Conor and Brenna in tow. 2. Members
ofthe Class of 7950. 3. Teresa Miley
'12 was one of the recipients of Alumni
Association Student Awards at the annual
Awards Ceremony. 4. The 20 70 Van Winkle
Achievement Award recognized Carol
Burgess Lackland '54/1 0 HA (left). The
Centenary alumna accepted the award from
Mrs. Arthur Van Winkle '08 HA (right)
and her family. 5. Members of the Class of
7955. 6. The Alumni Association Executive
Board (MEB) held its annual meeting and
elected new members. 7. A. Lynn Moran
'88, principal and CEO of Sonoran Life
Transitions and Coaching, LLC, gave a career
networking presentation "Create Sparks
- Not Friction. " B. The Alumni Art Society
exhibition is now a popular annual event
9. The President's Circle meeting kicked off
the Weekend

Linda Van Winkle Watkins '62. The
theater has been praised in The New
York Times during a November 12, 201 0,
review of the critically acclaimed 'Breakfast
With Mugabe.' The next Centenary Stage
Company event scheduled for the theater
is 'How to Pray,' slated for April 1-17, 2011 .
I have enjoyed a busy year. I am doing
much better with my bad back and am
grateful that at 88 I still 'drive, drink and
do' almost everything! I visited Jeanne
Spannaus Corey in Ashburn, Va., with
my sister, Peggy last spring. Jeanne resides
in a lovely independent living facility. Peg
sells real estate and will attend my birthday
party. A group of Centenary alumnae meet
on a monthly basis. Also attending were
Joan Hoffman Textor '52 and Barbara
Titterton Rowell '52. Any Centenary
alumna is most welcome to join us. Call Joy

Riddell at (954) 254-8201 or Edie Bolte Kutz
for our next brunch date." Alice Schlatter
Wiggins enjoys her great-grandchildren
and the activities in the retirement home
where she resides in Evanston, Ill. She loves
hearing from Centenarians and can be
contacted at (847) 570-3371.

553 Rosemont Ringies Road
P.O. Box 93
Sergeantsville, NJ 08557-0093
(609) 397-0553

Edie Bolte Kutz '42 (center) and family.

Virginia (Ginny) George Hook writes:
"I campaigned for the township committee
in Sergeantsville, N.J. I had more than 12
years of service during the 1970s and
80s and was the first woman to serve on
the township committee and also served
two terms as mayor." Charlotte Arpin
Fleming's husband, John, passed away in
2006 and she moved to North Carolina to
be near her youngest child, Lisa. Charlotte
worked at the Taylor Memorial Library
for many years before moving to Florida.
She continues to volunteer, play bridge, is

1944
Virginia (Ginny) George Hook
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Fabulous 50th
For the Class of 1960

They came from New Jersey, Florida and
Colorado. Twenty-two alumnae from the Class
of 1960 gathered for their 50th Class Reunion
during Homecoming and Alumni Weekend.
October 8-1 0, 201 0.
"We had a wonderful time and missed our
classmates who were unable to be there," said
Suzanne (Suzie) Wyatt Maurer '60, who
served as co-chair for the reunion. Highlights
of the weekend included an Alumni Reception
to kick off the weekend and a tour of the new
David and Carol Lackland Center.
Suzie was especially impressed with the
broadcasting facilities in the new building. "I
spent a lot of my college years in theater and
radio," she recalled. "It was a toast to Centenary
- its past, present and future."
The tour was followed by a cocktail reception
with College President Dr. Barbara-Jayne
Lewthwaite at the President's house, and a
special dinner in honor the class where each
alumna received a gold diploma to commemorate
the milestone.
Members of the Class of 1961 are making
plans for their 50th reunion to be held during
Homecoming and Alumni Weekend on
Sept. 23-25, 2011. To learn more, contact
alumni@centenarycollege.edu for updates.

active in a quilting bee and is very proud
of the progress at Centenary College.
Shirley Demerath Kealy visited her
granddaughter in Seattle last May and
spent a wonderful day with Jean Packer
Jensen, whose husband passed away in
December 2008. Jean has not attended
reunions. but Stella Tarabicos Katsanos
keeps her informed. Ruth Kammelhor
Hanson moved to Wisconsin to be closer
to her children and grandchildren. Patricia
White Davidson enjoyed a wonderful
family week at Cape San Bias, Fla. It is her
family's third year to gather at this beautiful
spot. On a sad note. the Class of 1944
learned of the passing of Jean Hoffman
from her daughter, Cherie Hoffman
Randall '77, last July. Jean was a theater
arts teacher and served as president of
the Delaware Theater Association and the
Eastern States Theater Association. She was
also an American Cancer Society volunteer
and received the Terese Lasser Award
for her help with the Research Recovery
Program. Her husband. William, passed
away in 1987. Besides Cherie, Jean had a
son, Gregory.

1945
Barbara Wheatley Murray
89 Kensington Road
Bronxville, NY 10708-1406
(914) 337-2134

1948
Naoma (Mousie) Muller Morgenstein
8027 San Vista Circle
Naples, FL 341 09-7177
(239) 591-0577
naomaquilts@comcast.net
Naoma (Mousie) Muller Morgenstein
writes: "As you know, I'm an active quilter.
Did you know that the 'Mark Twain' square,
within the Harwinton Woman's Club
quilt. resides at the Mark Twain home on
permanent display in West Hartford, Conn.?
I was also one of 30 Centenary alumni to
attend an alumni reception in Naples, Fla.,
last March. We met College President Dr.
Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite and enjoyed
a talk by Centenary College political and
global affairs expert Dr. Shane Fitzpatrick,
who spoke about homeland security. He
certainly had our attention and you could
have heard a pin drop during his talk!"
Phyllis Des Marais Arkett and her
husband, Allen, enjoyed the tour of the
new David and Carol Lackland Center last
fall and the Equestrian Center in nearby
Long Valley, N.J. Phyllis reports: "Never in
my wildest dreams could I envision that 65
acres - and about 10 miles from the main
campus!"

1946
Dorothy Latchford Lota
41 8 Boxcar Way
Valrico, FL 33594-6812
(813) 661-5032

The Class of 7960 in the new David and Carol Lack/and
Center.

Dorothy Latchford Lota writes: "I am
in touch with Ruth Rose Dangler, who
is experiencing problems with her voice.
My family and I are doing well and I am
looking forward to the second birthday of
my great-grandson in November:' Nancy
Briwa Veeder served as hostess for the
Centenary College President's Circle at the
Saratoga Springs Racetrack last summer.
The event was very successful. Marion
Harrington Fairbanks has three sons
and two grandchildren, and lives in New
Windsor, N.Y. Marguerite Jensen
Fardelmann has two children, three
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.
She reports that all are doing fine. On a sad
note, Elinor Riordan D'Aioia's husband
passed away last April; she has eight
grandchildren.

1947

Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Centenary College
Arden Davis Melick ,60/01 HA celebrated the 50th

reunion with classmates. Here, she addressed attendees
at the dinner in honor of the Class of 7960.
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Helen Eckhardt Sheehy
P.O. Box 987
Amagansett, NY 11930-0987
(631) 267-8984
heckhardt62@optonline.net

Equestrians Phyllis Des Marais Arkett ,48 and
Naoma Muller Morgenstein ,48 in 7947

Phyllis Des Marais Arkett ,48 at the Centenary

College Equestrian Center today

1949
Florence Austermuhl Larson
5925 Poppy St.
La Mesa, CA 91942
(619) 469-7385
Rob.Larson@gcccd.edu
Florence Austermuhl Larson writes:
"My husband, Rob, and I entertained my
sister and brother-in-law last May. We
drove up the coast of California to the
Getty Museum, Hearst Castle, Solvang
and Joshua Tree National Park. My son,
Wayne, and his wife. both physicians,
recently returned from a three-week trip to

China." Audrey Henn Nawoschik lives
in Spring Valley, N.Y., and spent a week in
the hospital for medical problems. Her son,
Ken, began a new career as a high school
chemistry teacher at Passaic Regional High
School. Evelyn Dries Mathews and
her husband swim daily in their pool in
Pleasanton, Calif. Last May, they attended
her husband's 60th reunion at the Stevens
Institute of Technology in Hoboken, N.J. The
couple also cruised to Alaska with friends in
September. Nancy Morrell McCiatchie
is president of trustees at her church and
recently attended a retreat. She also serves
as vice president of the White Plains Rural
Cemetery and is busy with her insurance
business, kayaking and gardening. Doris
little Osterhoudt serves on several
boards at Bald Eagle Commons, a retirement
village in West Milford, N.J. She recently
traveled to Amish country in Pennsylvania.
Classmates have asked about Carol
Bierschenk. Her last address was Syosset,
N.Y. If anyone has any updates, please
e-mail Florence Austermuhl Larson.

Left to right' Jeanne Spannaus Corey ~42, Edie
Bolte Kutz ~42 and Peggy Bolte Castle ~49.

1950
Ann Messenger-Viau
260 Chatham Road
Harwich, MA 02645-3365
(508) 432-1 049

1952
Carla Bloecher Derner
70 Lincoln Ave.
Florham Park, NJ 07932
(973) 822-0652
nibbs01 @aol.com

1953
Drusie Fox Jenkins
208 Linden Ponds Way, Apt. CL 601
Hingham, MA 02043
(781) 740- 1769
drusiej@verizon.net
Drusie Fox Jenkins writes : "Joan
Gosnell Birch spends a month in Cape
Cod each summer with her son and his
family, who live in Harwichport. We have
made a tradition of meeting up during this
visit. Gozzie looks terrific, very tan, and still
lives in Pittsford, N.Y. This past year, Norm
and I have kept very busy at Linden Ponds
in Hingham, Mass. We feel so fortunate to
be living there, then spending three summer
months in Chatham, Mass. My best to each

of you." Pat Nowack Thompson recently
visited Hawaii. Pat is trying to find the latest
address for Gail Dodge Williams- Smith,
who moved to California. Bette Coates
Dombrowski lives in McCormick, S.C.
Bette and Drusie, classmates at Wellesley
High School in Massachusetts, celebrated
their 60th high school reunion in September.
On a sad note, Adele Barthold
Kaczynski passed away in October 2009
in Naples, Fla.

Left to right' Members of the Class of 7955 Claire
Gonnley Reheis, Cindy Tripp Fischer, Mag
Cleverly Landale and Val Tiarks Forrest.

1954
Gwen Kennedy Butz
Westin lnnisbrook Resort 36750
U.S. Highway 19 North
Palm Harbor, FL 34684
(727) 943-3772
jackbutz@aol.com
Box 255
Quechee, VT 05059-1955
(August and September)

Left to right' Ellie Rausch Greene
and Ev Klebe Hepper ~55.

~55,

Bill Hepper

1955

1956

Eleanor (Ellie) Rausch Greene
2411 NE Pinecrest Lakes Blvd.
Jensen Beach, FL 34957-6648
(772) 334-8006
richardgreene@bellsouth.net

Phyllis Cotter Graf
46 Dennison Road
Essex, CT 06426-1351
(860) 767-2328
ggraf2@comcast.net

Eleanor (Ellie) Rausch Greene writes:
"My husband, Dick, and I received a lovely
gold invitation from Barbara Hance
Blackfan and, her husband, Cy, who
celebrated their 50th anniversary, as well
as their mutual 75th birthdays with a party
in October in their hometown of Medina,
Ohio." Cindy Tripp Fischer and her
husband, Bob, are enjoying retirement.
The couple has two granddaughters who
will graduate in 2011 from Drew University
and Mount St. Mary's College. Cindy
recently met Claire Gormley Reheis,
Mag Cleverly Landale and Val Tiarks
Forrest for lunch in Westfield, N.J. Cindy
writes: "It was like we had seen each other
only months before. The years just passed
away and we had such a wonderful time ·
together:· Joyce Tietjen Barry and her
husband, Bob, traveled to England and
Ireland last fall. One highlight included
an exclusive evening tour of Buckingham
Palace. Joyce, along with Ev Klebe
Hepper and her husband, Bill, attended
the 55th reunion for the Class of 1955
during Homecoming and Alumni Weekend.
The Heppers also met with linda Klebe
Larsen '68 and her husband, Dave, in
Cape May, N.J., to celebrate the Larsens'
40th anniversary. Janet Buffington
Sampson scheduled a trip to the PGA
Resort and Spa in Palm Beach, Fla., for some
pampering for her 75th birthday. The best
part was a "girl's weekend" with daughters,
Debbie, Lynn and Sharon.

Shirl Frey Stevens and her husband, Ken,
spent the summer at their mountain home
in North Carolina. They returned to Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., in October.

1957
Alice (Baynes) Maclea Hobbs
2814 Canyon Creek Drive
San Angelo, TX 76904-7004
(325) 944-3017
baynes@verizon.net
Alice (Baynes) Maclea Hobbs writes:
"My family had our get together in San
Angelo, Texas, at the end of June with all
18 here. We usually go somewhere, but this
time stayed close to home. We are all saving
to take a cruise next year; we'll see how
that works out. Would love to hear from
more of you!" Carol Faunce Short and
her husband, Tom, celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary at Hilton Head Island
with 22 family members. Sara French
Moriarity is recovering from cancer and is
doing well.

1958
C. Joy Riddell
101 East McNab Road #21 0
Pompano Beach, FL 33060-9278
(954) 781-9315
joyriddell@gmail.com
C. Joy Riddell writes: "Southeastern
Florida alumnae love to meet up on a
regular basis. Recently, the group celebrated
my birthday. Attendees included Susan
Gordon Posner '58, Edie Bolte Kutz
The Centenarian 17
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professor at the College of St. Elizabeth, and
is completing a doctorate. Sandy traveled
from North Carolina for the reunion and
currently works in the technology field .
Cyndy authored a book about her great
uncle, the American Impressionist painter,
Fred Wagner. Cyndy writes: "The Lackland
Center is amazing. I visited the radio station,
WNTI, where I got my start, and we saw
some of the residence halls. Overall, it was
a really fun day and good to see each other
and the campus again:· Jennifer Reid
paints watercolors three days a week in a
studio in Manayunk, Pa., with eight other
women. She and her husband have three
adult children and reside in Berwyn, Pa.
Cindy Sebolt is a single mother and a
substitute teacher; she lives in Fair Haven,
N.J. Jane Rinehart lives in Hatfield. Pa.
and commutes to Philadelphia, where she
works full time as an administrative assistant
for a college. Kinnet McSweeney lives
in Irvington, Va., with her husband and
dog. She is active in her church choir,
plays tennis and sails. Karla Roulette
is a Realtor in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. She
and her husband are empty nesters now,
with two sons who are college graduates.
Cindy Quaglia still resides in New Jersey
and is planning her daughter's wedding.
Her son, Jeff, is living his dream as bassist
with Passion Pit. The band has recorded
with Columbia Records and has toured
nationally and internationally. Sandy Danks
is still flying with Northwest/Delta. The
mother of two grown children, Sandy and
her husband, Jeff, live in Minnesota. Sue
Walsh is well, living in Maine and mother to
a grown daughter.

1976
Debra Ray Botbyl
113 Maybrook Road
Campbell Hall, NY 10916
(845) 427-5797
dbotbyl@hotmail.com

1977
Ellyn Minor
47 Aubrey Road
Montclair, NJ 07043
(973) 744-7763
ellynminor@verizon.net

1980
Miriam Santowasso Cash
1731 Clock Tower Drive
West Chester, PA 19380-6473
(61 O) 692-0103
mimc@verizon.net

1981
Jennifer Brown MacKenzie
2 Birchwood Court
Middlesex, NJ 08846-2073
(732) 469-8808
(home) jamdarlin2@aol.com

1982
Tracy Toole Shikada
9557 Baycliff Court
Orlando, FL 32836-5758
(407) 876-8671

1983
Erica Hontz Hoffman
568 South Chiques Road
Mannheim, PA 17545
(717) 898-8452
ejh826@verizon.net
Erica Hontz Hoffman writes: "I have been
unemployed since early January. After taking
some time off to hibernate, I am going
back to school for an associate's degree
in Computer Information Support with a
focus in Database Analysis. With credits
transferring from Centenary, I can focus
primarily on the technical courses. Last
summer I took a short-term mission trip with
my congregation to inner city Philadelphia.
We slept and ate at a local Baptist Church,
did local outreach in the mornings and
worked at a day camp or taught Vacation
Bible School in the afternoon. A highlight of
the trip was an evening Phillies game, where
our Contemporary Worship Team sang the
National Anthem. I know it is not a reunion
year, but with the new construction on
campus, I hope some of you can make it in
for a tour of campus. If you have not been
back since graduation, you have missed a
lot of improvements and new construction.
The campus looks great!"

1978
Nanci Marks Oakley
2718 Plymouth Drive
Easton, PA 18045
(61 0) 258-3737
noakley@browndaub.com

1979
Susan Van Schelven Fischer
43 Princeton Ave.
Midland Park, NJ 07 432
(20 1) 670-6735
fdsrcd@optonline.net

Erica Hontz Hoffman

~83

Katherine Godlewsky Bill
74 Harmony Station Road
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865
(908) 859-6585

1985
Denise Sabasko Ciesla
6 Darby Circle West
East Hampton, NJ 08060-3269
(609) 261-7288
dsciesla@comcast.net

1986
Laura Vitale Gambino
368 North Road
Chester, NJ 07930-2327
(908) 879-9885

1987
Anne Siebecker
20 Valley Ave., Apt. E6
Westwood, NJ 07675-3608
(201) 722-8749
amsrose@aol.com
Lori Post Kelly
40 Scott Drive
Hillsborough, NJ 08844
(908) 281-91 03
ltkelly@patmedia.net

1988
Lisa Marinelli Winger
7 Edison Road
Stewartsville, NJ 08886
(908) 859-2441
marinellil@verizon.net
Sheree Severini married Tom Fittin on
October 2, 2009, in Allaire, N.J. Several
Sigma sisters were in attendance, including
linda Crawford Moran, Marie Phillips
Castricone and Connie Hart Sjosward.
The couple honeymooned in Hawaii and
reside in Point Pleasant Beach, N.J. Connie
lives in Clifton, N.J., with her husband, Joe,
and two boys. She works for the Clifton
Board of Education and is also employed
as a teacher's aide in a preschool. Connie
remains in close contact with Sheree
Severini Fittin, Linda Crawford Moran
and Lisa Marinelli Winger. Connie
writes: "I would like to take this opportunity
to congratulate Centenary's new President,
Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite. I had her
as a professor and remember what a great
teacher and person she was when I was a
student. I wish her all the best and know
she will make Centenary the best it can be."

with her Contemporary

Worship Team.

1984
Mary Sue Wines Lamb
9 Strathmore Road
Freehold, NJ 07728-0061
(732) 294-0061 (home)
(732) 761-0443 (business)
mswlamb@aol.com

Sheree Severini Fittin

Fittin.
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~as

and husband, Tom

1990
Anna Guzzi Camooso
171 5 Marconi Road
Wall, NJ 0771 9-391 9
(732) 280-9072
acamooso@yahoo.com
Anna Guzzi Camooso attended the
20-year reunion for the Class of 1990.
She writes: "The campus was perfectly
surrounded by the colorful leaves and
looking better than ever. Wish I was a
Centenary student today with all the
improvements and transformation the
College has gone through over the
years." Anna reconnected with roommate
Michelle Barnes, as well as Angela
Rodriguez, Ericka Richbell Paradiso,
Carla Rood Colburn, and Gina Garcia
'91 and Dyan Ashworth Piccolo '91.
The group caught up in the dining hall of
the new David and Carol Lackland Center.
I

Monique Grimme
507 Rt 46 Suite A
Belvidere, NJ 07823
(908) 328-2376
mgrimme@aol.com
Monique Grimme writes: "I started
a successful music business with a
management company called MoPromo
Mgmt. Co. in 2007 and this year together
with songwriter Gar Francis, aka Plainfield
Slim, a record label called Bongo Boy
Records. Within the record company I
design album covers as well as website,
promo packages, press photo and r~view
complex music licensing contacts w1t~ _Gar
Francis. He opened up for blues mus1c1an
Peter Tork at Centenary last March with
his blues band, Plainfield Slim & The
Groundhawgs, and received a standing
ovation in the Whitney Chapel."

1996
Jennifer Cassini
194 Free Union Road
Great Meadows, NJ 07838-2333
(908) 637-8658
cassini@earthlink.net

1997
Members of the Class of 7990 and 799 7 at
Homecoming and Alumni Weekend

1991
Justine Steinfeld-Mahon
51 0-1 D Auten Road
Hillsborough, NJ 08844
(908) 874-5046
Jn 1991 cc@yahoo.com

1992
Kristen McKitish
10 Quail Run
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
(908) 240-6837
mckitishk@centenarycollege.edu

1994
Michelle Brennan Abbate
5 Windy Bush Lane
Sparta, NJ 07871
(973) 729-81 07
mcbrenn@hotmail.com
Michelle Brennan Abbate writes:
"Hello all! Please friend me on Facebook!
1 am listed in Facebook as an alumna of
Centenary College, Class of 1994. I am
looking forward to hearing from you and to
sharing any news that you may have!"

1995
Heather Bush Loven
216 Carentan Road
Hopatcong, NJ 07843-1 801
(973) 398-0691
missmerlot1 @yahoo.com

Margaret (Peggy) Gibbs Guay
844 Rt. 28 Apt. 5A
South Yarmouth, MA 02664-5264
(508) 398-2505
marbleandtoast@yahoo.com

1998
Merrilee McMurray
2 Laurel Woods Drive
Blairstown, NJ 07825-2404
(908) 362-1 743
(201) 704-3701
merrilee.m@hotmail.com

1999
Laura A. Orbine
132 Tumble Idell Road
Frenchtown, NJ 08825
(908) 996-7196
lorbine@hotmail.com
Carol Smith has been promoted to
Assistant Provost at Berkeley College.
In her new role, Carol, who formerly
served as Dean of Berkeley College
Online, will continue to manage teaching
and learning for online students. She
will also assist the Provost with
academic policies.

2000

A Centenary
Homecoming
For Arden Wright
'13, transferring to
Centenary College was
a homecoming. The
Pennsylvania student
Arden Wright '13
has a long and proud
family legacy at the College. Her late
grandmother, Barbara Leach Wright
'54 is a graduate. Her mom, Heather
Morris Wright '84, majored in Fashion
Merchandising. Many family friends,
including Arden's godmother, are proud to
call themselves Centenarians.
Yet Arden never felt pressure to attend
Centenary. Instead, her family allowed her
to explore other options and she ultimately
chose to spend her freshman year at a
college in Maryland. But something just did
not feel right. So she decided to transfer to
Centenary. The decision also allowed her to
resume playing lacrosse, a pastime she had
given up after high school.
"I have never been happier," Arden said. "I
am doing extremely well academically and
working hard to play very well. I came to
Centenary and everything clicked instantly.
The passion you feel when y~u have _the,
(lacrosse) stick in your hand 1s amaz1ng.
A Business major who is earning a
concentration in Marketing, the Wright
family is thrilled with Arden's choice. "My
mom is very happy that I am carrying that
tradition on," said Arden, who is planning
a career in corporate marketing and event
planning. "I will be a third generation
Centenary graduate."

Do you have a family story about Centenary
to share? Forward your submission or
idea to editor Eric Strauss at strausse@
centenarycollege.edu for a future edition

ofThe Centenarian.

Correction: The Spring 2010 edition
of The Centenarian misidentified a
photo of Cyclone Basketball player
Ryan Kearney '1 0 (pictured right).

The student-athlete pictured was Rob
Urie '11 (pictured left).

Coleen Trentacosta
215 N. 22nd St.
Kenilworth, NJ 07033
(908) 276-5613
Yingyang252000@yahoo.com

-· .... . .. ·-· .- .... ·.·I:::·,·,·,-,-...
..<.<-.·:..:-...-.. . . -.·.~.:.-:-:-,:.-~.:::;:::::::::;:;:;:::;:;:::::::::::::;:;:,'
:::::: ~::::: ~::::::::::: :::;:: ~::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;:;:::::::::::I:::;:
I: I: I: I: I: I:-.-,-,''
I: I: I: I: I: I:'....,.......-,-;-..,-,
I: I: I; I: I: I: I: I:··..-;o:-~·II1III': -:----.·

The Centenarian 21

CLASS NEWS AND NOTES
2001

2007

Julia Kimball
23 University Terrace
South Burlington, Vf 05403
(802) 310-7091
(802) 951-1 646
juliak@howardcenter.org

Police Officer William Brown returned to
his alma mater last fall to serve as a guest
drill instructor for an Academic Foundation
Course (AFC) for first-year students.

2010

2002

Michele Hill
119 Oxford Road
Cinnaminson, NJ 08077
MsHill6@msn.com
HiiiM@centenarycollege.edu

Megan Kriger Baillie
2323 168th St.
Surrey, BC V35 OA7
(604) 866-3487
megankriger@yahoo.com
Jenelle Woodrup
P.O. Box 2606
Clifton, NJ 07015
jenellewoodrup@hotmail.com

2003
Frances Hoare Licciardiello
935 Anderson Road
Port Murray, NJ 07865
(908) 835-0451
presidentfrances@gmail.com

2004
Natasha (Tasha) McMaster
4 Rydell Road
Andover, NJ 07821
(908) 852-831 6
chachagirl333@msn.com

2005
Jill ian D'Alessio
633 High St.
Alpha, NJ 08865-481 7
(908) 859-01 16
Jillybeans82@yahoo.com

2006
Alicia Miller
5 Red Maple Road
New Egypt, NJ 08533
(609) 758-0664
aamiller9@aol.com
Kelly Shepstone married Kenneth (K.J.)
Rodgers on June 12, 201 0, in Honesdale,
Pa. Angela Davey, Ashley DiBongrazio
'07 and Suzanne Rausa '05 attended
the bride.

Studies and Political and Government
Affairs major at Centenary College, Katie
was a participant in the International Law
and Organizations section of the Fall 2008
Washington Semester Program at American
University.

2009
Kevin Wolfe recently competed in the
Battle of the Interns for the "Boomer and
Carton Show" on
.----------::= ----, WFAN. Kevin is a
former intern for
the show and an
on-air favorite at
WNTI.

Michelle Hill, the new Class of 201 0
correspondent, writes: "Please feel free to
let me know what you are doing now that
you have left Centenary College. I look
forward to working with all of you once
again in the near future!" She graduated
from Centenary College in May 2010 with
a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and a
concentration in Criminal Justice. She is a
residential staff counselor for at-risk youth at
Woods Services and is eager to hear from
members of the Class of 2010.

Katie Kerl, a
law student at
Liberty University
School of
CHRISTOPHER BREEDLOVE, LIBER1Y
Law, recently
UNIVERSI1Y SCHOOL OF LAW
Former House Speaker reconnected with
former House
Newt Gingrich and
Speaker Newt
Katie Ker/ 109.
Gingrich. A Global

Win an
iPad
The Centenary Alumni
Association is giving away
an iPad. The first 100 alumni
who register for the Alumni
website during the month
of March are eligible to
win. Registration begins on
March 1, 201 1; the drawing
will be held in April.
To learn more, visit alumni.
centenarycollege.edu.

Left to right: Angela Davey ~o6, Kelly
Shepstone Rodgers ~o6~ Ashley DiBongrazio
~o7 and Suzanne Rausa ~os.
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It's a Dog's Life
Centenary alumnus turns passion
into a career
Keith Schneider's career has gone to the
dogs. The 2008 Centenary College graduate
has parlayed the Biology degree he earned
into a career tending to the medical needs of
seeing eye dogs and a volunteer position at a
wolf preserve.
The Knowlton Township, N.J., native works
as a veterinary technician at the Seeing Eye,
a nationally-known dog guide school. "I have
never felt more rewarded," said Keith, who
was a co-founder and president of
the Environmental Group at Centenary. "The
work they do at the Seeing Eye is amazing.
The clients are so grateful for the dogs.
Without the dogs, life would be much more
difficult."
A natural love for dogs attracted the Centenary
alumnus to his current position, which also led
him to the Lakota Wolf Preserve in Knowlton
Township, a nonprofit that cares for several
species of wolves, as well as bobcats and
foxes.
Keith volunteers as a tour guide and educator
for the individuals and school groups who visit
the wooded site to learn more about wolves.
He also sometimes assists in caring for the
animals, although state regulations restrict the
type of care he can provide.
"A lot of what I do is educate people about
what they do at the preserve," he explained.
"I am very passionate about dogs, so this was
a natural transition, since wolves are the origin
of the dog family."
While a student at Centenary, Keith took
advantage of the internship opportunities
the College offers, scoring a spot at a local
veterinary clinic. After graduation, he worked
for the clinic before moving to the Seeing Eye.
"Centenary gave me the strong foundation
I needed and my internship led to my
first job," said the alumnus, who has now
applied to veterinary medicine programs at
several universities. "I needed to broaden my
perspective for a future veterinary career."

In Memoriam
Our prayers and condolences are with the family and friends of the following:

Katherine B. Bass '46
Joanna F. Bell '62
Gretchen E. Blumoehr '48
Patricia B. Boslet '47
Eileen Botty '48

10/9/06

Carolyn D. Losa '63

3/27/08

Barbara M. Macechak '70

8/8/07
1/28/04
12/13/07

5/3/07

Esther V. Martin '34

11/3/10
10/26/06

Amy M. M!ltthews '40

3/26/03

Jeanne McColm '41

9/14/06

Cynthia Brockett '47

3/15/10

Carolyn J. Molloy '61

7/22/08

Loriel M. Calloway '57

6/30/06

Helen M. Morse '43

4/2/07

Paula J. Cartoun '49

1/20/08

Jeanne Naramore '47

2/1/09

3/27/09

Barbara L. Notine '54

2/23/07

Beverly A. Caruso '60
Audrey M. Coan '26

7/6/04

Joan W. Pfann '49

9/19/10

Jean B. Collister '45

8/8/05

Nicholas A. Pielmeier '07

5/11/10

Joyce F. Crouse '50

7/18/10

Martha C. Potter '38

6/20/03

1/6/10

Joan M. Purcell '50

4/16/10

11/22/02

Joan W. Redline '47

6/25/07

10/7/10

Lorraine Rockwood '52

7/11/05

Betty Dodge '41

8/19/06

Roberta L. Roesch '39/78 HA 3/21 /1 0

Jane S. Drager '30

4/17/07

Nancy J. Roth '63

Helen Decker '49
Joan E. Dennick '54
Marjorie M. Dewitz '52

Rutl~y

6/1/04

3/18/09

Dorothea

'41

4/8/05

Polly S. Faller '60

1/19/10

Sally D. Scholtz '50

4/18/10

Barbara Field '45

5/24/07

Ann Shoustal '61

11/9/10

Irene M. Gamble '35

2/21/10

Dorothy L. Smith '37

4/3/08

Priscilla H. Gibson '51

1/22/04

Elizabeth Somers '53

12/30/04

Judith A. Gillen '54

5/29/10

Jeanne C. Sooy '50

Chadyeane M. Gooding '52

2/20/10

Cynthia L. Sotter '62

6/30/10

Marion Stager '47

5/30/07

Nancy

~

pun_n '36

Barbara J. Gruen '56
Gloria Gutner '44

12/20/06
8/4/05

5/9/05

Charlotte Steingold '39

3/8/10

Lorraine B. Hausner '46

8/18/10

Kevin J. Stybe '90

2/17/08

Patricia L. Hickman '57

9/21/08

Regina L. Suttle '69

4/11/10

Jean Hoffman-Hoffman '44

7/18/10

Marlene Swan '60

6/18/03

6/1/03

Ruth W. Swayze '56

9/22/02

'85
Jannarone
Barbara
- A.

1/31/08

Helen Venturas '64

6/26/10

N. Jarrett '45
Barbara
---

10/3/05

Evelyn M. Vogt '40

8/26/06

11/15/06

Dorothy A. Volk '56

4/18/06
6/30/10

Agnes J. Holz '54

Joyce A.

~ohnson

'55

Beatrice S. Johnson '28

9/28/10

Judith A. Warman '58

Elizabeth Karns '36

10/8/10

Adele L. Watson '53

1/13/10

Susan V. \#Vidgren '84

Marjorie J. Kops '34

11/1/10

Patricia A. Williamsen '62

Elaine A. _Krieger '54

8/25/10

Elizabeth A. Woodbury '45

Helen L. Kunkle '51

7/27/09

Ethel E. Zucconi '90

Catherine A. Kyle '07

5/13/10

Arlene

_

11~ ~ay

'58

12/31/07
11/3/10
7/5/05
10/19/10
5/28/10

Keith Schneider '08 at the Lakota Wolf Preserve.
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THE LAST WORD
Centenary launched its first Alumni Travel Program last fall. For Kathleen Komar '86
the experience was an opportunity to travel and reconnect with her alma mater.

A Hundred Thousand Welcomes
By Kathleen Komar '86

I have always loved Ireland. Six years

who made tables for her room. I thought maybe it

ago I visited that beautiful country as

was an insignificant piece like a kitchen table, but

part of an equestrian trip. We stayed

mentioned it to our guides anyway. They knew the

at Kinnitty, an Irish castle, and rode

tables instantly. I was brought into a room to view

out every day from there. While I did

elaborate wooden tables that were etched and

not have the opportunity to do much

beautifully designed.

sightseeing, I truly got to experience
the lifestyle of a small Irish town.

Kathleen Komar '86 (right) and her mother,
Maureen Komar, on the Cenenary alumn i trip
to Irela nd.

"... We left for the
Emerald Isle on a
nine-day trip that
ended up being
about family- my
own family and my
Centenary family."
Kathleen Komar '86

While strengthening my own family ties. I also drew
closer to my travel companions, whom I did not

Still, I always wanted to return .

know before the trip. We spanned many different

Then I received an e-mail from the

ages, from under 50 to over 80, but we were a

Centenary College Alumni Travel

very compatible group. There was Joedian "Jody''

Program about a tour to Ireland that

Dawkins, who bonded with my mom, and Robert

highlighted all of the places I wanted to see, but
missed on my last visit. Like the country itself, this

"Dottie" Baer Garner '53, who climbed Blarney

trip was calling to me. On September 15, 201 0, my

Castle and kissed the Blarney stone. He was not

mother and I left for the Emerald Isle on a nine-day

going to sit back and let anything pass him by.

trip that ended up being about family - my own
family and my Centenary family.
There were so many highlights fo r me personally.

"Bob" Garner, the 85-year-old husband of Dorothy

We also spent time talking about our years at
Centenary, comparing how things had changed

Every morning we were greeted with the traditional

through the decades. We were surprised to find the
older graduates had to wear skirts and jackets to

Irish greeting, 'Top of the mornin' to you," and we

dinner, the formal parlors were used for socializing

would reply, "And the rest of the day to yourself."

and the Chapel was attended on a regular basis.

We have always done that in my family.

We reminisced about our favorite hangouts, which

"Riverdance" and "Lord of the Dance" have

included the Chinese restaurant at the bottom of

always been favorites of mine, and one day at a
performance of Irish dancing I was pushed onto
the stage to dance. Normally, I do not do things like
that, but what a great experience it was!
In Killarney we took a "jaunting car," which is a
horse-drawn carriage, from our hotel on a ride
through the beautiful Killarney National Park. When
I jokingly asked to drive, our guide handed over the
reigns, saying only, "Kennedy (the horse) knows
where to go" before making a call on his cell phone.

the hill, the old movie theater called the Strand and
David's Country Inn.
There were good friendships made with very nice
people. Remembering those friendships, I am
reminded of the Irish phrase cead mfie failte, a
hundred thousand welcomes. That's what Ireland and Centenary - has always been about.

I

KATHLEEN KOMAR 186 moved to Tennessee from

her hometown of Woodbridge, N.J., several years after
her graduation from Centenary College. She holds an
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But when we arrived at our destination, the

associates degree in Equine Studies from Centenary

Muckross House, the trip took on extra special

and a bachelors degree in Elementary Education from

meaning for both my mother and me. Queen

Tusculum College. She works in trade partner support

Victoria had visited the mansion during her reign,
and a cousin once told me that we had relatives

for the Whirlpool Corporation.

Join the Centenary Online Social Network
Staying connected to your alma mater and classmates has never been easier. When you
join the growing online community (alumni.centenarycollege.edu) you can :

CENTENARY COLLEGE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Arden Davis Melick '60/0 1 HA,
Chairman
Kenneth L. Hahn,
7st Vice Chairman
Norman Worth ,
2nd Vice Chairman
Christopher Treanor,
3rd Vice Chairman
Lucinda Thomas Embersits '59,
Secretary
Alan J. Shaw,
Treasurer

Some tips for accessing the online community:

Ellen Banks '93

1. Go to alumni.centenarycollege.edu. 2. Click on "Log In" on the left side of

The Hon. Dr. Howard L. Burrell

the screen. 3. If you have not yet registered for the website, click on "New User

Dr. Stanley Caine

Registration" on the log in screen. 4. Fill out the form online and you are good to go!

Margot Nelson Carey '55

You can also find Centenary on:

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar
Tilly-Jo Emerson

(facebook.com/CentenaryAiumni) New page for alumni

Rochelle A Makela-Goodman '97

with more than 500 fans and growing!

Peter Garry

(twitter.com/Centenary_nj) Centenarians who volunteered

Wolfgang Gstattenbauer '84

for the sixth annual Disaster Relief Effort on the Gulf Coast posted

Michael Halpin

updates nearly every day of the 10-day trip.

Linked

David W. Johnson
David A Lackland '1 0 HA

(www.linkedin.com/companies/ centenary-college)

The Hon. George D. Muller

for professional networking with Centenarians.

YOU ~

c:§J

zinch

Raymond Nisivoccia

(youtube.com/centenarycollege) and

Denis Hennessy O'Rourke
Wallace P. Parker, Jr.

(zinch.com/college/centenary-college)

Jim Salerno
M. Alden Siegel
Orin R. Smith '91 HA
Timothy L. Smith
James D. Stryker

Save the Date

Linda Van Winkle Watkins '62
President

Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite

JUNE 21 , 2011 • THE LACKLAND CENTER
Trustees Emeriti

SCHOLARSHIP GALA

Earle T. Holsapple, Jr. '99 HA

Changing Lives that Change Our World

Harris F. Smith '99 HA

Dr. Hae-Jong Kim

Editorial Offices
The Centenarian
The President's Report
Centenary College
400 Jefferson Street
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
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