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snapshot

Pride was written all over the faces of the graduates at the 139th May
Commencement on Saturday, May 17. The Honorable Thomas H. Kean,
Sr., former Governor of the State of New Jersey (left) served as keynote
speaker. Actor and entertainer Joe Piscopo (right) served as keynote
speaker at the January Commencement, held on January 11. Read more
about the 2014 Commencement celebrations on page 3.
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Insights on Branding and Terrorism Analysis
The Gates-Ferry Distinguished Visiting
Lectureship has presented speakers as
diverse as Grammy-winning singersongwriters, legendary choreographers
and noted historians. That tradition of
elevated discourse continued in 2014, with
lectures by marketing expert Mark Burgess
and renowned terrorism authority and
Centenary Associate Professor of Political
Science and International Studies Dr.
Shane Fitzpatrick.
Branding guru Mark Burgess, recently
included on Forbes.com’s list of “MustFollow Marketing Minds on Twitter
2014,” served as a Gates-Ferry Lecturer on
February 4. His presentation, “Branding
from the Inside Out: Are You Ready?”
focused on how leading brands like IBM,
AT&T, Cisco, Dell and Adobe are driving
business transformation by creating a
new culture of social employees. Burgess

is President of Blue Focus Marketing, a
strategic social branding firm.
On April 8, Dr. Shane Fitzpatrick,
a nationally renowned expert on
counterterrorism and frequent briefing
analyst for the New Jersey Department of
Homeland Security, discussed “Terrorism:
America at Risk.” His presentation explored
recent terrorist attacks throughout the
world and revealed the terrorist strategies
that most impact Americans and the law
enforcement community.
The Gates-Ferry Distinguished Visiting
Lectureship at Centenary College
recognizes the dedication to the College
of Joseph R. Ferry, Trustee from 1948 to
1976 and treasurer of the Board of Trustees
for 20 years. It was established to set high
standards and goals for students and
faculty alike, and to enrich the quality of
life on the Centenary campus.

A Magical Semester
in Disney World

Two Centenary Fashion Design students, Sarah
Greenstone ’14 and Kayla Woehr ’14,
along with alumni Sandra Church ’12 and
Sonya Bayramoglu ’13, had the unique
opportunity to display their garment collections
and accompanying portfolios at the Chester, N.J.
Public Library throughout the month of February.

For the first time since the program
launched 11 years ago, Centenary
interns were selected to play the roles of
Disney characters as part of the Disney
Internships and Programs experience.

Greenstone and Woehr’s work was from a
mini-collection that they created for their Design
Studio class. Greenstone’s work is entitled “Fabula
de Puella” and Woehr’s collection is called
“Modern Derby.” Church displayed a creation
called “Rainbow Sprinkles” and Bayramoglu
displayed “All Things Man,” both from the Design
Studio IV: Portfolio Development class.
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Gates-Ferry Lecturer and Centenary College
Associate Professor of Political Science and
International Studies Dr. Shane Fitzpatrick

Fashion Designs on Display
at Chester Library

“The display went very well,” said Dr. Mia Whang,
Assistant Professor of Fashion at Centenary
College. “The librarian who arranged the event
told me the patrons really enjoyed the art, and
it served as a great opportunity to advertise our
fashion program to the local community.”
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Gates-Ferry Lecturer Mark Burgess, President of
Blue Focus Marketing

Theater majors Megan McGill ’14 and
Saquan Williams ’14 played numerous
characters throughout their internships.
McGill, who aspires to act for Disney on
Broadway, participated in the famous
Character Meet and Greets at the Magic
Kingdom. Williams, who hopes to work
as a dancer for Disney Cruise Lines, said
his favorite assignment was playing an elf
in the Christmas Magic Castle Show.
Andrew Belluscio ’14, a
Communication major,
focused on guest interaction
during his semester, and
hopes either to return to
Disney to work or to attend
New York Film Academy’s
Film Studies program.

Luminaries and Celebrities
Inspire Centenary Graduates
The Honorable Thomas H. Kean, Sr., spoke to Centenary graduates at the 139th
May Commencement on Saturday, May 17. A former Governor of the State of
New Jersey, Past President of Drew University and past Chairman of the 9/11
Commission, Gov. Kean also received an Honorary Doctorate in Humane Letters at
the ceremony.
Acknowledging that more than 20,000 hours of service are put in by Centenary
students each year, he reminded graduates that the problems of the world were
both caused by, and can be cured by, people. He encouraged the 384 graduates to
remain involved in bringing about change. “All of you have the power to affect your
community, our larger nation and this world we share with so many other people,”
he said.
Noted historian and Centenary College Trustee Stanley Caine also received an
honorary degree at May Commencement.
The May ceremony was the year’s second Commencement ceremony. On January
11, 191 students graduated at the 139th January Commencement. Actor and
entertainer Joe Piscopo served as keynote speaker.
Piscopo, a New Jersey native, urged graduates to remain in New Jersey and give
back to the state that has been their home. He also received an Honorary Doctorate
in Humane Letters.

The Honorable Thomas H. Kean, Sr., ’14 HA , Dr.
Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite, Centenary College
President and College Trustee Stanley Caine ’14 HA.

Equine Students Learn About Study Abroad Opportunities

DID YOU
KNOW?
The Centenary College campus community
assembled and delivered 84 Care Kits to
benefit the people of the Philippines who
suffered from the devastation wrought by
Typhoon Haiyan (known as Typhoon Yolanda
in the Philippines).
The kits included personal hygiene items
such as washcloths, combs, toothbrushes
and toothpaste, soaps and more. Centenary
partnered with Trinity United Methodist
Church and the Heart to Heart International
Organization to ship the items to the
Philippines.

As home to one of the nation’s most
prominent Equine Studies programs,
Centenary College has the facilities and
expertise to offer its students both an
Associate of Science and a Bachelor of
Science degree in Equine Studies. Thanks
to a partnership with Hartpury College
in Gloucester, U.K., juniors and seniors
also have the opportunity to apply to
study abroad at
the world’s largest
equine college.

Kayla Felstedt ’14,
who spent a semester
in England at Hartpury
College.

During a recent
visit to Centenary,
representatives
from Hartpury
met with firstyear students to
discuss the many
unique benefits
of the Equine
Studies semester
abroad program.

Hartpury representatives Kirsty Lesniak,
Senior Lecturer of Equine Science and
International Support, and Andrew
Beacham, Marketing and Partner
Development Representative, covered
the variety of courses that would be
available to Centenary students should
they be accepted to study abroad at that
institution. Available classes include
equine therapy and rehabilitation and
equine sports in business.
Kayla Felstedt ’14 endorsed the program
wholeheartedly. “I had a great experience
at Hartpury College,” she said. “It gave
me a more in-depth look at the equine
industry from a global perspective and
helped me grow as a person.”
Since Hartpury reached a study abroad
agreement with Centenary in 2006, 14
Centenary students have studied at the
890-acre sports and research school.

THE CENTENARIAN

3

NEW S

from the Dome

Young Audience Series
Presents Private Show to
Special Needs Students
The Centenary Stage Company took to
the stage exclusively for students from
Celebrate the Children, a private school
for children with autism and other special
needs in Wharton, N.J.
The production of If You Give a Pig
a Pancake, based on the best-selling
children’s book written by Laura Numeroff
and illustrated by Felicia Bond, is part
of the Stage Company’s Young Audience
Series, a program made possible through a
generous grant from Target Corporation.
“This program has gained popularity
over the past several years,” said Professor
Lea Antolini-Lid, Assistant Professor
of Theater Arts at Centenary College.
“We have travelled to many schools and
have had organizations experience our
programs here on campus as well.”

Cast members of If You Give a Pig a Pancake with students from Celebrate the Children.

In Their Shoes: Centenary Pairs Up with Soles4Souls
Centenary’s second Global Humanitarian Service Project trip
took students Ithrana Lawrence ’14 and Catherine Santander
’14 and Adjunct Instructor in Business Anjana Desai to
Guatemala in March to work in partnership with the global
not-for-profit Soles4Souls.

Soles4Souls, based in Nashville, Tenn., is dedicated to fighting
the devastating impact of poverty through the distribution of
shoes and clothing. The Centenarians focused their time and
talents on a wide variety of projects, ranging from painting
a free medical clinic to distributing shoes and toys in the
children’s ward at a local hospital.
Now in its second year, the Global Humanitarian Service
Project is a requirement for Centenary Global Studies
majors. “We started working with Soles4Souls in the fall of
2010,” said Professor Desai. “My Global Studies and Global
Humanitarian Service Project classes have collected more
than 800 pairs of shoes.”
Desai described the special moment when the group
distributed shoes and toys in the mountains north of
Chiquimula, Guatemala. “Hundreds lined up to receive new
shoes and toys,” she said. “They were so incredibly patient,
gracious and kind. Their eyes lit up and their smiles were
contagious — what a touching experience for all of us!”

Professor Anjana Desai, Catherine Santander ’14 and Ithrana
Lawrence ’14
4
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Desai called the effort “hard-core missionary work” that was
“out of the students’ comfort zones.” She added, “What a great
lesson for us all about what matters most. Part of our souls are
still with the wonderful people we met in Guatemala.”

Centenary
Alumni Event:

NEW YORK, NEW YORK!

Event Marks 20th Anniversary of President’s Circle

More than 50 alumni and friends attended the New York City Alumni Event at Lincoln Center on April 12. After a brunch at P.J.
Clarke’s Restaurant, attendees toured Lincoln Center and learned about its history. The tour ended with the music of renowned
violinist Alex Shiozaki, who has received rave reviews from The New York Times. Alumni Director Deana Cynar said, “It was nice to
have members of our President’s Circle mingle with New York City alumni. It was truly a successful event.”

Centenary College Celebrates Earth Day
On April 26, Centenary College hosted a free, fun
and educational event on campus for the entire
Hackettstown community. Festivities kicked off
with an 8:00 a.m. Breakfast with the Birds nature
hike, featuring coffee and donuts donated by the
Hackettstown Dunkin’ Donuts.

Activities for children included making recycled
crayons and a crab habitat display, as well as a
fashion show of recycled-material clothing and live
music. Vendors and environmentally themed groups
were on hand to help promote sustainability and
environmental responsibility.

Marcus Garcia Wins Scholarship
Marcus Garcia ‘18 has been selected to
receive the Hackettstown High School student
scholarship for the fall 2014 semester.
The four-year scholarship will help him pursue
his dream of working in law enforcement. “It has
been a lifelong vision,” he said, noting that he
was inspired by his cousin, a corrections officer.
“I’m thankful that my academic record and
extracurricular activities helped my application
stand out,” he continued.
Marcus Garcia ‘18

An experienced student leader, Garcia served
as an Assistant Group Leader at Saint Benedict’s

Preparatory School in Newark, and trained
younger students in theatrical production prior
to transferring to Hackettstown High School in
2013. He has also worked as a first aid provider
on the Appalachian Trail, among many other
volunteer activities.
The Hackettstown High School student
scholarship was established in 2007 to annually
recognize and honor one Hackettstown
High School student who has both excelled
academically and demonstrated the qualities
valued by Centenary College.
THE CENTENARIAN
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The Business of
Arts students at Centenary College gain invaluable real-life experience, not only in perfecting their
craft, but in the practical economic realities that drive the business of art.
Since his first paid acting job at the age of
eight, Kyle Conner ’14 has evolved into
a consummate industry professional with
a deep understanding of performance,
production, sound design, stage
management and even the essential art of
grant writing.

the Centenary Stage Company. It was in
this leading role that Conner took it upon
himself to draft a compelling proposal to
the Target Corporation for a $2,000 grant
to support the Young Audience Series
(YAS). Target accepted the grant request,
and the funds from the Target Educational

“Children are an unapologetic audience. They will tell
you what they really think.”

— Kyle Conner ’14

Early on in his career, Conner realized
that producing high-quality professional
shows is an extraordinarily expensive
endeavor. “Ticket sales only cover about
40 percent of the revenue need,” he
said. “Audiences don’t understand how
expensive it is. So I started writing grants
to corporations.”
A Theatre major from Newark, Delaware,
Conner had a work-study position with
6
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Outreach Program have been used to
send Centenary faculty and students to
teach Shakespeare in local schools, as
well as to support YAS, in which students
perform classic children’s literature at the
Little Theatre at Centenary and tour local
schools and organizations.
Art for Young Audiences
In addition to Shake it Up! — Shakespeare
for Students, adapted by Stephen Davis,

Assistant Professor of Theatre Arts and
Director of Academic Transitions, the YAS
offers performances of If You Give a Pig a
Pancake, If You Give a Moose a Muffin and
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie, all based on
the best-selling books written by Laura
Numeroff and illustrated by Felicia Bond.
Conner had previously conquered
sophisticated roles ranging from
Jonathan Jeremiah Peachum, the boss
of London’s beggars in Three Penny
Opera, to Cleomenes in A Winter’s Tale,
and appeared in shows as diverse as
The Wizard of Oz and Polaroid Stories.
He holds a special regard for the Young
Audience Series and children’s theater.
Quoting the great Russian director
Constantin Stanislavski, he said, “‘We
act for children the same way we act
for adults—only better.’ Children are an
unapologetic audience. They will tell you
what they really think.”

C OV E R

story

Strictly Ballroom
Dance Alumna Returns to
Teach in Hackettstown
After dancing all around the world, Nancy Tullo ’78/
BFA ’80 has followed her muse right back to a new
studio, Tullo Ballroom, in the heart of Hackettstown.
Ms. Tullo began dancing as therapy for a hand injury.
“Dance was great therapy,” she said. “To this day,
the compliment I hear most is that I have the nicest
hand and arm styling.” She said her real passion for
dance was ignited at Centenary, under the tutelage
of Peg Blackmon, professor of dancing. “She taught
me focus and the love of dance.”
After she earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts degree
from Centenary College, she put her Dance Education
studies to good use by teaching dance immediately.
She discovered Ballroom 26 years ago and has never
looked back. “My plan was to dance wherever I could
go,” she said. “I believe in dance as a way of life.”
Ms. Tullo’s dance odyssey has brought her full circle.
“Right now,” she said, “I’m teaching Ballroom to the
Centenary Ballet teacher.”

Centenary Sets the Stage for
Success
The expansive professional experience
Conner received at Centenary fulfilled
his expectations and reason for choosing
the College. “Centenary College has
an equity theater built-in,” he said. “As
a performer, you are attending a real
theater college and working with real
theater professionals.” In fact, through
Centenary’s alliance with Centenary
Stage Company, a Professional Equity
theater that is a member of the New
Jersey Theater Alliance, the school’s
theater program is one of the few in
the country that enables students to
earn points toward membership in the
Actors Equity Association during their
academic career.
Conner has begun working as Assistant
Patron Services Manager/House Manager
with the Shakespeare Theatre of New
Jersey at Drew University, focusing on
patron services. Conner has a passion
for making theater more accessible to the
public. “I don’t believe theater is a luxury.

People scoff, but theater has intoxicating
properties. There are few things more
rewarding,” he said.

Morgan Mack ’14 in London.

Study Abroad
Centenary theater students also have
the opportunity to apply for a semester
abroad at outstanding institutions like
London’s Roehampton University, where
Morgan Mack ’14 spent her fall 2013
semester, studying theater just miles

from the Globe Threatre. She said she
particularly enjoyed the challenge of
excellent classes such as The Theater
Image, Text Workshop and Intro to
the London stage. Trish Mahaffey
’75/’78, Coordinator of Study Abroad
and International Student Admissions
Counselor, said “Roehampton gives
Centenary students the unique
opportunity to immerse themselves in
theater in London, one of the world’s
most exciting and cosmopolitan cities!”
Centenary currently has study abroad
agreements with 14 partner schools in
Ireland, England, Italy, Korea, China and
Japan. Since the Roehampton agreement
was reached in 2013, three students have
taken advantage of the program and two
more will attend in the summer of 2014.
“We encourage students in all majors to
take their Centenary experience global,”
said Mahaffey. “The world is shrinking
and it’s a really important thing for them
to have on their resumes.”

THE CENTENARIAN
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equine, business, communication, sociology,
psychology and more. While this year’s roster
featured primarily New Jersey natives, one
student from Indianapolis, Elaine Wessel ’17,
was also among the Presidential Scholars.
Wessel was drawn to Centenary College for its
formidable reputation in equine studies.
Michael LoCascio ’17, a Presidential Scholar
with a double major in accounting and finance,
described the opportunities the program
has afforded him, both inside and outside
the classroom. “I was in an internship with
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA),
a service provided by the United Way and
the IRS, where I prepared tax returns for
community members,” he said. “I was
able to take higher level classes, and I met
Associate Professor of Business and Director of
Enactus Kathleen Naasz, with whom I worked
on a presentation on fair trade and her Enactus
team.” The project, which will be presented to
the Board of Trustees in October, details recent
trends in the business world leading to many
businesses’ adoption of fair trade.
The research on which each Scholar focuses is
determined on a case-by-case basis. “They can
express interest in doing their own research
Elaine Wessel ’17, Alan Sciarrillo ’17 and Kelly Petersen ’17
project or work with a faculty mentor’s own
research,” Dr. Sévère explained. “The students
themselves can articulate if they are interested in specific research
that the faculty mentor can guide them through.”

Presidential Scholars
Program Wraps
Inaugural Year

Centenary College’s Presidential Scholars Program offers select
students an exceptional opportunity to grow as leaders and
researchers. They engage in intensive guided research, which
furthers their own academic goals while simultaneously adding to
the College’s robust research foundation.
The program, led by Dr. Richard Sévère, Assistant Professor of
English and Presidential Scholars coordinator, just finished its first
academic year. “We envision these Scholars not only going to class
and being outstanding students, but also being ambassadors for
the institution,” said Dr. Sévère. To that end, five of the program’s
nine initial scholars were named First Year Leaders (FYLs).
Sévère added, “It’s really great to see how well rounded they are
as individuals and how well they are contributing to the campus
community as leaders.”
Sévère meets with the Scholars for monthly updates on research
topics which cover a wide range of subject areas, including
8
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“The students themselves can articulate
if they are interested in specific
research that the faculty mentor can
guide them through.”				
— Dr. Richard Sévère
The Presidential scholarship is the most prestigious merit
award given by Centenary College and is offered annually. The
scholarship awards 75 percent of tuition for four years, as long
as the Scholars maintain a 3.5 GPA. In addition to their research
work, they participate in specialized campus leadership projects.
The minimum criteria for students to apply is a 3.4 cumulative
high school GPA, as well as an SAT score of 1100 (or equivalent
ACT score).
The 2013–2014 Scholars included Michael Clinton ’17, Justina
Gun ’17, Margaret Hall ’17, Michael LoCascio ’17, Kelly
Petersen ’17, Alan Sciarrillo ’17, Jessica Scharr ’17, Abigail
Voelkner ’17 and Elaine Wessel ’17.

Sober

and Spreading
the Word

Melissa O’Mara ‘14 Launches Addiction Recovery Series
Melissa O’Mara ’14 first used heroin at
the age of 15. She tried to quit many times,
but it wasn’t until she was 18 years old and
found herself sleeping in a shelter that she
decided to make a real change. She got
help, and has been sober since 2011.
Her own sobriety inspired her to help
other Centenary students, so she sought
out the guidance of Lorna S. Farmer,
MSW, LCSW, Director of the Centenary
College Counseling Center. “She thought it
was a great idea to start a speakers series,”
said O’Mara. Together, they launched the
Addiction Recovery Series at Centenary,
which uses real personal experience to
highlight the pitfalls of addiction.
Initially, O’Mara did not expect a huge
turnout for the speakers series, which took
place on Tuesdays at 8:30 p.m., but each
meeting drew about 20–25 people. “We
were very happy,” said O’Mara. “One of the
kids told me, ‘This is better than television
because someone who went through it is
right in front of me.’ The students saw me
in classes and here I am today, sober. It’s
a lot more real for them than watching
Intervention on TV or hearing it in DARE
(Drug Abuse Resistance Education).”
Next year, the series will address freshmen.
“That’s an important time to get kids
talking about addiction and showing them
the resources that are available,” she said.
O’Mara identified certain aspects of her
personal story that resonated powerfully
with students. “What really got them

was the fact that I was already addicted
and homeless by the time I started at
Centenary,” she says. “I would eat in the
cafeteria not because I wanted to, but
because I had nowhere else to eat. I would
go to events like campus ministry because
I had nowhere else to go. I would just hang
out around campus as much as I could,
because it was either that or sleep in my
car or go back to the shelter. I think they
realized it could happen to anybody.”
O’Mara, who graduated at May
Commencement, was a sociology major
with a concentration in criminal justice.
“I was originally a criminal justice major.
During my first semester at Centenary,
when I was a hot mess,” she said with
a laugh, “I thought the criminal justice
classes would get me out of trouble if I
ever got pulled over and had to talk to
the police. My mom said to me, ‘You have
an addiction. What are you doing as a
criminal justice major?’ So I switched, and
ended up loving sociology.”
Indeed, O’Mara’s experience shows it can
happen to anybody. “There were people I
was getting high with who didn’t make it
through first or second semester freshman
year,” she says. “One of my best friends
from high school kept getting high. She
passed away at the beginning of last year
of complications from using drugs.” Her
friend, also a Centenary student, had
left the school before her tragic passing.
“It doesn’t matter how much you use or
when you use it,” said O’Mara. “It could

kill you at any time. I think one of the
groundbreaking things for students is
realizing, ‘My god, someone who went to
this school died.’”
The College administration has been very
supportive, said O’Mara. “We’re getting
support from the staff, social work majors
and criminal justice majors.”
In the fall, O’Mara will enter New England
Law in Boston on a full scholarship. But,
there were moments it seemed even her
Centenary scholarships were in jeopardy.
“I was scared,” she confessed. “I don’t
know if I would have ended up going
to law school this year if they had taken
my scholarships away.” While she had
considered pursuing a law career that
correlates to her addiction recovery work,
she has decided that the subject is “too
close to home. I can’t be objective.” Instead,
she has decided to explore a career helping
the mentally ill. “It’s the counterpart to
addiction,” she says. “A lot of mentally ill
people also abuse drugs because they don’t
have the appropriate resources.”
As she embarks on her post-Centenary
education, O’Mara has a few words of
advice for the classmates she leaves behind.
“If someone is in need, and is willing to
listen, I will always tell them to go to rehab.
Find a counselor. Find a support group
like Alcoholics Anonymous or Narcotics
Anonymous. Especially with drinking,
detoxing from alcohol is not safe to do
by yourself.”
THE CENTENARIAN

9

ADVA NCIN G

Centenary

2

1

17th Annual Scholarship Gala Celebrates
Centenary’s Global Community
1. Gold Dome Award Recipients Trustee Raymond Nisivoccia and Katherine Nisivoccia, pictured
with Centenary College President Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite, and the additional Gold Dome
Award Recipients, Carol A. Fitzpatrick, Carol Harvey Barrows’ 61 and Bill Barrows. 2. Trustees
Lucinda Thomas Embersits ’59 and Wolfgang Gstattenbauer ’84 3. Pinnacle, the band for the
evening 4. Alumni Association Executive Board Members – Trustee and President’s Circle Award
Member, Audrey Bonaparte-Watts ‘78, Jacqué Banks ‘04/’06 and Monica Brinson ’12.
5. Hyo-Chong Yoo, Associate Professor of Art and Design at Centenary College
6. Student scholarship recipients posed for a picture. (Back row L-R) Susan Gorman ’15, Gabrielle Bing
’15, Erika Peterson ’15, Tracey Semcer ’14, Centenary College President Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite,
Jessica Curtis ’15, Juhi Rathod ’15, Monica Leitner ‘15, and Jessica Del Valle ’17. (Front row L-R) Abigail
Voelkner ’16, Jacquelyn Ferguson ’14, and Nina Rasmussen ’16.

3

Centenary College hosted its 17th
Annual Scholarship Gala, themed
“Celebrating Centenary’s Global
Community,” June 19, at the David and
Carol Lackland Center. Funds raised
will help keep a Centenary education
accessible and affordable. Since
its inception, the Scholarship Gala
has raised over $2.6 million for the
Centenary College Scholarship Fund.
4
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This year, Carol Harvey Barrows ’61
and Bill Barrows, Carol A. Fitzpatrick,
Interviewer/Recruiter for UPS Human
Resources Department, and Trustee
Raymond Nisivoccia and Katherine
Nisivoccia were honored with the
prestigious Gold Dome Award, which
is bestowed upon individuals or
organizations that have advanced
the mission of the institution and are
involved in the betterment of the
community.

Crowd the Rail
Centenary alumni, faculty and friends gathered at the Junior
Essex Troop Garden State Horse Show at the Sussex County
Fairgrounds for the first Crowd the Rail fundraising event
held on May 3, to benefit facility-driven needs at Centenary’s
Equestrian Center.
At the event, six students were awarded merit- and need-based
scholarships totaling $11,250. The recipients were Lauren
Buettner ’15, Jacquelyn Ferguson ’15, Margaret Hill ’15, Sarah
Hinkle ’16, Bethany Lawler ’15 and Gabrielle Smith ’15. This year’s scholarships were
made in memory of Patrick Devlin, who served on the Board of Trustees for the Junior
Essex Troop and the Horse Show Executive Committee for the Garden State Horse Show.

Scholarships Awarded at Event
Pictured (L–R): Centenary College President Dr.
Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite; Associate Professor of
Equine Studies at Centenary College Tara Clausen;
Centenary students Sarah Hinkle ’16, Jacquelyn
Ferguson ’15, Gabrielle Smith ’15, Bethany Lawler
’15 and Margaret Hill ’15; Professor of Equine
Studies and Major Gifts Officer of Equine Studies
at Centenary College Kelly Munz; and Associate
Professor of Equine Studies and Chair of the
Equine Department at Centenary College Timothy
Cleary, who is also the manager of the Garden
State Horse Show

Kelly Martin Munz, Professor of Equine Studies and the Major Gifts Officer for Equine
Projects at Centenary College, predicted that Crowd the Rail will become an annual
tradition. “This is an event that we will want to continue,” she said. “It is such a good fit
and everyone had an exceptional time.”
Champions Again! For
the third time in five years,
Centenary College became
the IHSA (Intercollegiate Horse
Show Association) Hunter
Seat National Champion,
receiving the Collegiate Cup
at Pennsylvania Farm Show
Complex and Expo Center in
Harrisburg, Pa.

Centenary College Athletes Ready to Take the Field
Spirits were undaunted by the rainy weather at the longanticipated official opening of the J.E. Reeves Jr. Turf Field
ribbon cutting ceremony on April 15. On hand was J.E. Reeves Jr.,
the President and Treasurer of the Reeves Foundation, which was
the lead donor for the project.

“This project is one that is very important for the growth and
progress of our athletic program,” said College President Dr.
Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite. Following the ribbon cutting ceremony,
a reception was held in the President’s Circle Room in the David
and Carol Lackland Center.

Pictured (L–R): Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite, President of Centenary College; Richard Wisler, QuickChek; Todd K. Miller, Associate Vice President for
Operations of Centenary College; Brad Davidson, LandTek; Ed Reeves, President and Treasurer of the Reeves Foundation; Jonathan Tardiff, Suburban
Consulting Engineering; Paul Sterbenz, Maser Consulting; and Norman Worth, 2nd Vice Chair, Centenary College Board of Trustees and General
Manager of WRNJ

THE CENTENARIAN

11

CYC LONES

roundup

Green
Days
A Cyclone
Through and Through

Bill McNeir Stats
• Two-time Centenary
College Male Scholar
Athlete of the Year
• Two-time Colonial
States Athletic
Conference All
Sportsmanship
Team Honoree
• Finished final season
with a 93.3 stroke
average

By the time he graduated, golfer Bill
McNeir ’14 had made a name for
himself at Centenary College both on
and off the green. During his tenure as
an undergraduate at the College, he was
twice named Centenary College Male
Scholar Athlete of the Year (2011 and
2013) and was also a two-time Colonial
States Athletic Conference (CSAC) AllSportsmanship Team Honoree. In spring
2013, his final season as a Cyclone, McNeir
competed in nine events, finishing with a
93.3 stroke average. He shot his season best
— an 83 — against St. Joseph’s College,
New York.
At 23, the Franklin, N.J. native is now the
head varsity golf coach at Lenape Valley
Regional High School in Stanhope, N.J.
He is also a paraprofessional within the
Andover, N.J. Regional School District
and plans to return to Centenary in the
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near future to pursue an education degree
and become certified to teach grades
five through 12, with a minor in special
education.
A strong work ethic has helped McNeir
accomplish so much in such a short time.
He credits his coaches at the College with
helping him establish effective strategies for
maintaining a successful balance between
academics and athletics. “The first thing
the coaches taught me was responsibility,”
he said. “Not only responsibility out on the
course, like making practices on time, but
also preparation.”
An early riser, McNeir started most days at
Centenary College at 6:00 a.m. “I got my
assignments done so I would be prepared
for my next match or a tournament the
following week,” he explained.
Last fall, as he neared graduation, McNeir

got word that Lenape Valley Regional
High School had an opening for a new golf
coach, and he went for it. “It was the first
interview I ever had,” he said. He received
a call with an offer for the position a few
weeks later, while he was working, fittingly,
for Athletic Director Billie Blackwell and
Head Golf Coach/Associate Athletic
Director Josh Huber in Centenary College’s
athletic department.
These days, McNeir imparts his work ethic
to the students he coaches. “I expect a
lot from my kids — to make practices, to
show up and to have that commitment,” he
said. “They taught me that at Centenary.”

Mallory George Named
Rookie of the Year
Freshman
Women’s
Basketball forward
Mallory George
’17 was selected
as the Colonial
States Athletic
Conference
(CSAC) Rookie
of the Year, and received All-CSAC
honorable mention. She is the Cyclones’
first Women’s Basketball Rookie of
the Year since Centenary joined the
conference in 2007.
“It was a great honor to be recognized as
CSAC Rookie of the Year,” said George,
“and I am very happy to have been able
to represent the school and our team in
such a way. Obviously, I wouldn’t have
succeeded without my teammates and
Head Women’s Basketball Coach Rachel
Weidensaul. She constantly encouraged
me to get better. I also wouldn’t have made
it through this year without the neverending support from my family.”
George led the Cyclones in scoring (15.9
ppg), rebounding (7.9 rpg) and field goal
percentage (.477), while ranking second
in blocks (16) and third in steals (37).
Her 398 points and 197 rebounds were
the most by a Cyclone since the 2010–11
season.
“Our goals for next season are to win the
conference and make it to the NCAA
tournament,“ she said. “It isn’t going to
be easy, but I have faith in the team and
coach. These goals are very realistic and
well within our reach by the end of my
collegiate career.”

Senior Forward Makes AllSportsmanship Team
The first
basketball award
Tim Brix ’14
ever received
was for good
sportsmanship.
He was in the
third grade.
This season, the
Cyclone was selected to the CSAC Men’s
Basketball All-Sportsmanship Team. “The
final award of my college basketball career
is also for good sportsmanship! I thought
that was pretty interesting,” he said. The
All-Sportsmanship Team is composed
of one student athlete from each team in
all 15 CSAC-sponsored sports, selected
according to their adherence to the
CSAC’s code of conduct.
Brix started 23 games this year, averaging
8 points per game. He shot nearly 39
percent from the field, while ranking third
on the team in rebounding (5.1 rpg).
Brix also added 29 assists and 13 steals. A
veteran of 70 total games, Brix amassed
322 points and 193 rebounds during his
career with the Cyclones. He was also
a two-time CSAC All-Academic Team
honoree, with one of the highest GPAs on
the team four years running.
Brix says he learned good sportsmanship
from his parents. “They showed me that
basketball is only a sport. It could end at
any time, with an injury or when you don’t
want to play anymore,” he said. “But what
people are going to remember is your
character. My dad taught me to always
represent myself in a positive manner,
because you never know who is watching
and what someone is going to say. My
mom encouraged me to do what I love
and taught me life lessons and values.”

Centenary’s First Four-Time
NCAA All-American
Chris Burdge
’14 has been
called a legend
for his wrestling
accomplishments
over the past
four years at
Centenary. His
work ethic and
talent made him
one of the most decorated athletes ever to
wear the Cyclones uniform.
As a senior, Chris finished third at 165
pounds at the NCAA Division III National
Championships and became Centenary’s
first four-time NCAA All-American in any
sport. Completing his season with a 21–1
record, he is also Centenary Wrestling’s
all-time wins leader with 99 and falls
leader with 43. He claimed his secondstraight NCAA East Regional title and was
named East Regional’s most outstanding
wrestler for 2014.
“My goal was never to be an All-American
or a four-time All American—it was to
be a national champ, so even with that
goal no longer in my reach, I decided that
it would be a good character-building
experience for me to go out there and
win those matches. I am proud of what I
accomplished here at Centenary — being
able to come back and win my last-ever
collegiate wrestling match. I hope that
this young team has learned a little from
me, and that maybe I helped build a
foundation that can reach new heights for
the Centenary Wrestling team.”

Athletic Hall of Fame Call for Nominations
The Centenary College Athletic Hall of Fame honors outstanding athletic achievements by alumni, coach or team. To make a nomination, visit www.
centenarycyclones.com/hof.aspx. Send support materials to Sports Information Director Jeff Scarpone at scarponej@centenarycollege.edu or
Centenary College Athletic Department, 400 Jefferson Street, Hackettstown, N.J. 07840
THE CENTENARIAN
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news & notes
Make Your Class Notes Stand Out!
We welcome news of interest to your classmates. In the future, notes will be edited for consistency
and space. Please help us by keeping your news brief, but take advantage of posting longer notes
on our alumni website. Photos should be high resolution; when in doubt, use your camera’s highest
resolution setting.
The next Class News and Notes deadline is October 15, 2014.
Submit via e-mail: brennanc@centenarycollege.edu; fax (908) 852-3256; or mail to Alumni Office,
Centenary College, 400 Jefferson St., Hackettstown, NJ 07840.

1939
Carol Olsen-Voorhees
40 Sergeantsville Road
Flemington, NJ 08822-1584
(908) 782-5373
corkyjo@netzero.net

1940
Position Open

1941
Position Open

1942
Edith Bolte Kutz
4561 Oak Tree Court
Delray Beach, FL 33445
(561) 498-4388
ediekutz@aol.com

1943
Georgine Hill Mendillo
80 Cedar Street, Apt. 331
Branford, CT 06405
(850) 625-3340

1944 70th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10–12
Virginia George Hook
553 Rosemont Ringoes Road
P.O. Box 93
Sergeantsville, NJ 08557-0093
(609) 397-0553

1945
Barbara Wheatley Murray
89 Kensington Road
Bronxville, NY 10708-1406
(914) 337-2134
Barbara Wheatley Murray writes:
I’m writing to you from my porch
on Mother’s Day, enjoying the
magnolias and cherry blossoms.
It’s so good to be over the terrible
winter that hung on so long. Gloria
Hansen Pretzfelder is doing well
after some health challenges and
delights in her three accomplished
grandsons, who are very athletic.
She only wishes she lived closer to
her daughter, Gale. Her son, Greg,
is still working hard, but has time
14 THE CENTENARIAN

for Gloria. Mary Conover Evans is
a real phenomenon. She still works
part time in real estate, is in perfect
health, drives everyplace, even at
night, and plays bridge regularly.
Her son, Gary, is a Cornell professor.
Virginia Egolf Ludwick sounds
so young in voice; I thought I was
back at South Hall where she was
my neighbor. She can’t have all her
children for the holiday, but expects
11 for Mother’s Day dinner. Flo
Harbosch Lloyd remains active in
volunteer and charity work. The day
I called she was volunteering at the
India Museum in Santa Fe. She and
her husband love fishing. Phoebe
Parry-Jones Tyler has decided to
stay in her townhouse now that she
installed a Stairmaster to her second
floor. She loves Plymouth, England,
and welcomes any letters from
classmates. Having been widowed
twice, Phoebe lives alone. As for me,
a Stairmaster would be good for
us. I love our townhouse but three
stories are a little much at our age
and with my husband’s illness. All of
you have a wonderful summer and
write me of your news!

1946
Position Open

1947
Helen Eckhardt Sheehy
P.O. Box 987
Amagansett, NY 11930-0987
(631) 267-8984
heckhardt62@optonline.net
Helen Eckhardt Sheehy writes: I
have had such fun talking with all
of you and can’t believe 67 years
have passed since our days at CJC.
Doris Butera is doing well living
in her town house in Pennsylvania
and loves tending her garden. Of
her four children, two are nearby,
for which she is grateful. Doris is
still saddened by the death of Pat
Brennan but, happily, remains in
touch with Helen Krier, who is a
very active resident at Seven Oaks
Condominium, as well as her church

in Fort Meyers, FL. Helen has four
children and, like so many of us,
lost her husband who had been
an architect in Ohio. Tish Wilson
admitted to not being as active
as she had been; however, she is
grateful to have her children around.
Tish lives in Florida and cherishes
her days at Centenary. Ann “Maybe”
Mayberry Johnson is still on Cape
Cod and not far from Ann Whitaker
Pierce, who lives in Plymouth. They
had a wonderful time reminiscing
at lunch recently. Ann Whitaker lost
her husband in January 2013. Julie
Harbosch has been living at Health
Village in Hackettstown for 13 years
now. She is still driving everywhere,
plays bridge, and is involved with
her church, where she volunteers
at the thrift shop book department,
enjoys the camaraderie of many
people, including three generations
of children, and looks back at her
days at CJC with fond memories. On
sadder note, the ’47 Hack photo of
Jane Love Lee drew my attention to
her obituary in the New York Times.
Jane passed away on February 20.
As for myself, this has been a good
year for me with the wedding of a
grandson and the arrival of my third
great grandchild. I, as well, treasure
the days at CJC for the friendships
made, the knowledge acquired, and
the many experiences and yes, even
the discipline.

Ann “Maybe” Mayberry Johnson
and Ann Whitaker Pierce at lunch in
Falmouth, MA.

Yearbook photo of Jane Love Lee.

1948
Naoma Muller Morgenstein
300 Plainville Ave - G21
Unionville, CT 06085
(860) 507-6458
naomaquilts@gmail.com

1949 65th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10–12
Florence Austermuhl Larson
5925 Poppy Street
La Mesa, CA 91942
(619)469-7385
Rob.Larson@gcccd.edu
Florence Austermuhl Larson writes: I
had a wonderful 85th birthday, went
to our Senior Center for lunch, to
Scrabble Club afterward. My older
son and his wife came and took
us and two grandsons to a Greek
restaurant for dinner, and then our
younger son joined us to see a
play. Evelyn Dries Mathews says all
is well and she and her husband
enjoy living at Rosewood Gardens
Retirement Village in Livermore, CA.
Audrey Henn Nawoschik has been
going off meds one by one and just
has to go through migraines. Her
daughter from Ohio came to visit
her while Aud was in the hospital.
Her son came from the shore to
take her on a trip for Mother’s Day.
Her granddaughter moved from
New York to Budd Lake so Aud
sees more of her and her husband
and their two children. Aud has
five great grandchildren. Debbie
Ettinger Moss and hubby are just
trying to stay healthy and alive. They
plan to visit her brother-in-law in
Friday Harbor, WA, in August for
a family reunion. They have done
many trips out of the country in the
past and seen sights here in the US
with Tauck Tours. They may go back
to Centenary for the 65th Reunion.
Hope many of you will attend. Marti
Douglass Swan writes that she and
her husband, John, will celebrate
their 52nd anniversary in June.
This is their 33rd year in Phoenix,

but they still miss the east coast,
which will always be “home.” Marti
is well but John has Alzheimer’s
and requires home health care.
Marti misses her dear friend, Yetta
Kroneneberg Draper, who passed
away last summer.

1950
Ann Messenger-Viau
260 Chatham Road
Harwich, MA 02645-3365
(508) 432-1049

started in Kitchen Kettle Village
after World War II. Sue Brown Hart
writes: Sherry Mackay Ivy’s husband,
Richard, wrote in a Christmas card
that Sherry had passed away on
November 30, 2013 after battling
pancreatic and liver cancer. Sherry
and Richard were married for 45
years and had four sons. Lee Tauck
writes: I’m not exactly friends with
the Serbian Royal family but I did get
a chance to meet them on a river
trip from Budapest to the Black Sea!

1951
Eleanor Decker McNaugher
504 Laurel Oak Drive
Valencia, PA 16059-8781
(724) 625-4299
edmjrm@consolidated.net

1952
Joan Thornton Teller
712 Willow Valley Lakes Drive
Willow Street, PA 17584
(717) 464-6954
jtrtteller@aol.com
Joan Thornton Teller writes that
she was pleasantly surprised when
she received a phone call from
Joyce Smith Fraze. Joyce has been
a widow for three years and lives
in New Holland, which is about 40
minutes south from Lancaster, PA.
We got together twice for lunch
this past fall in her area to visit the
famous Shady Maple Restaurant
with the 200-foot smörgåsbord! We
plan to meet again in the spring
at the Kitchen Kettle Village in the
Intercourse area of Amish country.
Let us know if you would like to
join us to sample some of the
homemade jams, jellies and relishes

Lee Tauck with the Crown Prince and
Princess of Serbia.

1953
Drusie Fox Jenkins
208 Linden Ponds Way, Apt. CL 601
Hingham, MA 02043
(781) 740-1769
drusiej@verizon.net
Drusie Fox Jenkins writes: This
will be short, as I have had heard
from only two of our classmates
this spring. Please, more of you
send me some news of what you
are doing these days so that we
can have a lot more to write about
for the next mailing of one of my
favorite magazines. It doesn’t take
long to write something to help
friends keep in touch with one
another via the Centenarian. Bev
Oetjen Imgrund wrote that she is
doing well, keeping busy with family
and friends. She spent Christmas

in Atlanta, then time in Florida
during the winter. Bev sees Nancy
Cunningham Paris when Nancy gets
to the Jersey shore. Bev’s family gets
together each summer in Ocracoke
Island, NC, which they have done for
39 summers.
As for the Jenkins, we are doing
well, I’m thankful to say, and now are
getting ready to head for Chatham
on Cape Cod for the summer. We
are planning a family reunion on
the 5th of July, hoping many of our
large family will be able to attend.
The years go so fast now, that we
have not even met some of the
youngest relatives. Our four children
plan to be with us for the event, and
our seven “grands” who now are
between eight and 26 years old.
We will be on the Cape from June
10 to mid-September, so our e-mail
will be happy to receive any and
all messages from my Centenary
classmates. Best to all of you, and
hope to hear from more of you
soon.

1954 60th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10–12
Gwen Kennedy Butz
Westin Innisbrook Resort
36750 US Highway 19 North
Palm Harbor, FL 34684
(727) 943-3772
jackbutz@aol.com
Gwen Kennedy Butz writes: Vada
Rittenhouse lives in Norristown,
PA, and takes many trips with her
children to the shore and mountains.
Carol Burgess Lackland and
husband, Dave, have taken many

trips around the world. I recently
talked with Carol and we were
hoping to get together when they
were visiting their children in Florida
but unfortunately we didn’t make
connections. I still communicate
with Lois Miller Beardwood, Leslie
Field Dunbar and Mary Ellen
Kottgen McKenna. We had lunch
together in New Hampshire and
had a ball. We had many years of
fun to talk about and hopefully we
will meet this summer once again
in Vermont. I received a lengthy
letter from Cindy Guild Runyon and
husband Ted. He had unexpected
by-pass surgery and has had a good
recovery. She had mono and also
several kidney stones, which were
removed. All is well now and she
is a Lay Minister at their church,
visiting sick and shut-in members.
My dear roommate, Debby Winne
Markowitz, was facing serious
surgery and went into a New York
hospital, saw many doctors and was
sent home. The doctors decided
it was too risky an operation on
her neck and back. I talked to her
recently and she is doing okay. As
for the Butz family, we are always
very busy but here are some of the
highlights — Brad, our Colonel in
the Air Force retired after 28 years
having received many honors — the
Bronze Star and the Order of Merit.
Of course we are very proud. Our
daughter, Debby, unfortunately lost
her husband, Louis from a major
heart attack. Fortunately, my dear
husband knew the business, so
he and Debby are running their
company called Benfotiamine. It is
a medication for neuropathy and

Alumnus and Lighting Professional Honored by Alumni
Ruth Grauert ‘35 Provides Lighting Design for
Art of Motion Dance Theater Event

Working with Centenary College dance students, AOM presented a very
special segment titled “BRCA1/Genome” about breast cancer awareness.
The Alumni Association held a reception to honor Grauert prior to the
performance.

Photo credit: Pat Lanciano

When the Art of Motion Dance Theatre (AOM) performed as part of Centenary
College and Centenary Stage Company’s Dance Fest on April 5, their
lighting design was created by a true luminary: Ruth E. Grauert ’35/’13
HA. Recipient of the 2005 Martha Hill Lifetime Achievement Award and
Doctorates of Humane Letters from Ursinus College in 2009 and Centenary
College in 2013, Grauert is the founder and director of Bearnstow, a summer
arts facility, and has authored numerous articles on general aesthetics,
staging and lighting.
Ruth Grauert ’35 (inset) and with the Art of
Motion Dance Company, featuring Centenary
College dance students (above).
THE CENTENARIAN
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news & notes

Saturday – Sunday
October 11–12

Save the Date!
___________________

Family & Alumni
Weekend 2014
___________________

50th Reunion: Class of ’64
sugar problems, which is sent all
over the world. I have had a rotator
cuff operation and a knee operation
and am looking forward to getting
back to golf and tennis in the near
future. My husband, Jack, keeps
our dermatologist busy as he has
had many skin cancers, but he is
1
still going strong and enjoying
our wonderful life of 58 years. Our
children are all happy and healthy,
along with our 11 grandchildren.
We now have a new little great
grandson, Seth, born in December
to Deb’s daughter, Jennifer, and her
husband, Jared Brand. At this time,
we have four grandsons on active
duty in the military, three of whom
have been in Afghanistan.

1955

times a week. Her parents are Bible
translators in China, and they are
on sabbatical until January. Hannah
is 11 and a delight to work with.
We are very active in our church,
Calvary Chapel St. Petersburg, an
offshoot of many churches around
the country founded by Chuck Smith
in Los Angeles, CA. Chuck is also
known for his national Christian
radio ministry for years before his
death last summer. I’m also involved
in tutoring English as a Second
Language (ESL) at our local main
library. There’s always something
to keep your mind active when the
body slows down. In my personal
life, my husband and I now have
six children, twelve grandchildren,
and nine great grandchildren. Life
is good!

Eleanor Rausch Greene
3033 Acacia Trail
Jensen Beach, FL 34957
(772) 334-8006
lisagreene@comcast.net
Gail Knapp Spell writes: How nice
to receive alumni news online.
Here’s what’s been going on in my
life. We have been living in Florida
for about 12 years. Prior to that we
were in Virginia since graduation.
We moved to St. Petersburg, FL,
last July from Lake Wales in central
Florida. At that time I was scheduled
for back surgery in August. Packing
with pain was awful! The surgery
was successful, but I have a daily
reminder of it with sciatica. The
radiating pain is worse some days
than others. I have kept active in
spite of it, working with Wycliffe
Associates by tutoring a young
South Korean girl via Skype two
16 THE CENTENARIAN

Adrianne Gluckman, Ellie Rausch
Greene, Evie Klebe Hepper and Bill
Hepper.

1956
Phyllis Cotter Graf
46 Dennison Road
Essex, CT 06426-1351
(860) 767-2328
ggraf2@comcast.net
Phyllis Cotter Graf writes: George
and I enjoy taking an active part
in our community and yacht club.
Our family is spread in four states,
but we manage to keep up and
enjoy our annual family reunion

here in Connecticut in August.
Tennis, sailing our boat (on Long
Island) and travel keep us busy as
well. We also enjoy our place at
Jiminy Peak, MA, for the holidays
entertaining family and friends. I see
Bev Tideman McMullin frequently
and last fall we enjoyed a weekend
on Cape Cod together with a group
of friends. She and husband Bob
completed a new house and small
stables for her horses last year.
Bev’s new address is: 1684 Airport
Rd., North Fayston, VT 05660. Sally
Roy Boulanger is also a recent
homeowner in Laconia, NH, as well
as having a main residence in Ft.
Myers, FL, with husband Bob, where
they enjoy the winters. Her brother
Bob passed away last year after a
long illness. She was kept busy with
his care and settling his estate for
an extended period of time and
now looks forward to being at home
for a while. We all send her our
sympathy. Debbie Morse McNutt
enjoys keeping in touch with newsy
letters from Orlando, FL, where she
and John enjoy life at The Bridges.
They have frequent visits from their
children, Helen and Chip. Best
wishes to all of the class of 1956.
Please send us your news. Love to
hear from you.
Joyce Blum writes: I finally moved
out of West Orange after 47 years
and now live in Verona, NJ. I love
being out of my house and in a
beautiful apartment. My daughter,
Debbie, lives in Livingston and is
busy working and playing! Her
handsome son, Sean, will be a
senior at Syracuse University next
year. My daughter, Doreen, is in

Los Angeles working at Paramount
Pictures in Special Effects and the
Manufacturing Department. Steve
gave up his job as Tour Manager
with Elton John and opened an
olive oil and balsamic vinegar store
in Upper Montclair called “Olive
That And More.” If anyone is in the
vicinity, please come visit. I am there
almost every weekend. My son,
Steve, is very busy with his five-yearold son, Graham, and his new baby,
Adeline. It is so much fun being a
grandmother. Believe it or not, I
am still working full time! Looking
forward to two weeks on Long
Beach Island, NJ. I spoke with Leslie
Outten Azamar who has moved to
Florida. She sounded wonderful!
Come on girls, let’s hear from you!
If anyone would like to get in touch
with me, my email is seansnana@
verizon.net. I am waiting!
Carla Kelly Harden writes: This
photo of my husband Mike and I
was from Barnstable Yacht Club
calendar. What a surprise to see
it included. We have five boys, all
married with 11 grandchildren and
all close enough to see often. I know
that I am so very lucky.

Carla Kelly Harden and husband
Mike.

1957
Alice “Baynes” MacLea Hobbs
2814 Canyon Creek Drive
San Angelo, TX 76904-7004
(325) 944-3017
abhobbs75@yahoo.com
Baynes MacLea Hobbs writes:
Always glad to hear from everyone.
Connie Bookbinder called and she
has been in Florida during all the
cold, miserable weather we have
had this winter. While on a plane to
Florida she saw Mary Lou Leichel
and they had a nice chat. Connie
attended a Centenary luncheon
while in Florida and wished that
more Centenary alumni would
attend. Mally Holmes and Connie
went on a Centenary alumni trip
to Italy last November. Connie
recommends taking advantage of
the wonderful trips Centenary has to
offer. Connie also told me that Sarah
French Morarity died in the spring.
So sorry to hear that.
Suzee Wallbank Rowland writes:
Centenary’s President’s Circle
celebrated its 20th Anniversary
at their spring meeting in NYC
and a great time was had by our
members, which include classmates
Gail Bergenback Vigra, Gail Blank
McNally and me. Our meeting was
held on Friday and we all attended
a very special Alumni Event on
Saturday starting with lunch at PJ
Clarke’s and ending with a tour of
Lincoln Center and an outstanding
performance at the Julliard School
by violinist Alex Shiozaki. It was
good to see so many new as well
as familiar faces in attendance.
On the home front, I am part of a
Chinese documentary being filmed
here and in China honoring Mary
Elizabeth Wood, a cousin of my
great grandmother. “Cousin Lizzie”
as we called her, was born 1861 in
New York and became a missionary
in 1899 to Wuchang, where she

founded China’s first public library
and school for librarians. She was
also instrumental in freeing up
funds from the Boxer Rebellion
Indemnity Fund by personally
visiting every U.S. Congressman
and Senator in Washington and the
funds were then used to greatly
expand education and libraries
throughout China. She had such
foresight and ability and reminds me
of our many Centenary graduates
who have gone on to become
leaders in their respective fields and
I am honored to have been asked
to be a part of her story. Baynes
continues: We, in Texas are suffering
from a terrible drought. Wish we
had the rain that the East Coast has
been getting. I am now a greatgrandmother; we have a beautiful
great-granddaughter, Kinley Rose.
Still need to hear from you all.

1958
C. Joy Riddell
101 East McNab Road #210
Pompano Beach, FL 33060-9278
(954) 781-9315
joyriddell@gmail.com
Sandra Sutorius Appleby spends
winters in Nokomis, FL, near Venice,
and summers in Harvey Cedars, NJ,
where she works as a realtor. She
enjoys boating and photography,
but her main hobby is rescuing
feral cats and kittens on Long Beach
Island. We deliver! (609) 709-2956.
Both her adult children are in the
self-storage business.
Linnea Ogren Donahower is living
in Fairport, NY, with husband Cliff,
near her adult children. Barbara
LePori Parks is living in Ocala, FL.
She has two daughters who have
had interesting careers. Sandi meets
her yearly. Jean Detwiler Gross lives
in Delaware with husband Bob. She
is involved with volunteer work and
her grandchildren. Andrea Klein
Schaughency recently moved to

Class of 1959: Ruth “Toozie” Brodeur Norton, Ann Mavon Lawrence,
Elaine “Missy” Swalm Holland and Joan Van Winkle Cunningham.

Loveland, CO, with her husband,
Mike. Her son is a professional
military musician and her daughterin-law is a well-known singer in
Germany.
Jane Oellermann Dalrymple writes:
I enjoy painting beach scenes at
the Jersey Shore. My son, Kip, and
I have paintings displayed in the
Out & About Ocean City magazine,
and I have also been painting and
selling Central Park scenes, and
the Christmas Tree in Rockefeller
Center. I belong to the Laurelton Art
Association and to the Brick Studio
Artists. During the summer, you
will see me painting by the pool,
or lagoon and sunning myself with
my children, Bonnie and Kip, and
son-in law, Rob, and all my seven
grandchildren.
Gail Stitzer Burgess writes: In
February 2014, the three of us
had a great time visiting the
Stetson Mansion in Deland, FL.
Sue Remington Moritz was visiting
from Bay Head, NJ. Adele Stitzer
Johansson ‘53 and I both live in
The Villages, FL, with our husbands,
Jack and Don, respectively. Jack
and Adele just celebrated their 61st
wedding anniversary. I sure would
love to hear about other gals in the
class of 1958!

Gail Stitzer Burgess, Sue Remington
Moritz and Adele Stitzer Johansson ’53.

1959 55th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10–12
Ann Hufnagel Rafferty
249 Long Lane
Upper Darby, PA 19082-4020
(610) 352-9516
araffert@adphila.org
Thais McAleece Haines
23 Bayville Way
Waretown, NJ 08758
(732) 255-2772
thaishaines@gmail.com
Doll Spach Siegel
10 Hartley Farms Road
Morristown, NJ 07960-7045
(973) 236-9669
masiegel1@comcast.net
Joan Van Winkle Cunningham
writes: Last September four of us
gals who roomed together in Boston
after graduating from CCW got
together for a reunion in the Chadds
Forge area of Pennsylvania. Our

group consisted of Ruth “Toozie”
Brodeur Norton, Ann Mavon
Lawrence, Elaine “Missy” Swalm
Holland and Joan Van Winkle
Cunningham. Unfortunately our fifth
roomie, Barbara Young Cavanaugh,
was not able to join us. We have
gotten together at various times
since our graduation and always
have a wonderful time reminiscing,
sharing pictures and catching up
with families. All of us are retired
now from various jobs and enjoy
traveling and visiting children and
grandchildren who, for the most
part, are not close to where we live.
We also enjoyed the company of
Tim Lawrence and Bill Holland, who
were fantastic to drive us around and
endure all the girlie chatter.

1960
Elizabeth “Betsy” Stanley Thomas
2206 Solmar Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20904
(301) 384-8104
BetsyThms@aol.com
Gail Sylvester Longstreth
239 Halemaumau Street
Honolulu, HI 96821-2055
(808) 373-4490
rlongstreth@hawaii.rr.com

1961
Joyce Fierro Velzy
1253 NW Bentley Circle, Apt. A
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986
(772) 873-9008
joyvelz@juno.com
Joyce Fierro Velzy writes: It was
wonderful to see all the news from
the Class of 1961 in the Winter 2014
Centenarian and to hear from many
classmates who haven’t written in
many years. And how exciting to see
our classmate, Carol Harvey Barrows
and her husband, Bill, grace the
front of the Centenarian and to
read about their generosity towards
Centenary! The Barrowses received
the prestigious Gold Dome Award at
the Annual Scholarship Gala in June.
Your classmates applaud you, Carol!
Wendy Taylor Bigelow writes: I was
so impressed with our Class of ’61
lengthy column in the last issue.
We all may be older, but we still
manage to put all the other classes
to shame as far as keeping in touch.
I am still living in Ormond Beach,
FL, for nine months of the year
and then up to our home in East
Falmouth, MA, for three months in
the summer. The last news I gave
you a couple of years ago was right
after my dance group had been
on America’s Got Talent. Fabulous
experience! We are all still dancing
and doing two big shows every year
THE CENTENARIAN
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Class of 1961: Joyce Fierro Velzy and
Debbie Sisbower Lingwood.

at the Ormond Beach Performing
Arts Center. I spend most of my time
learning choreography and lyrics
for the next show. I still think fondly
of all those hours in the Centenary
Singers and at Chapel twice a week
singing with Mr. Ganz. Does anyone
remember him? I see that many
classmates go to Martha’s Vineyard
in the summer. I would love to see
them, as I am a short distance across
from there in Falmouth. It would

also be great to hear from anyone
that is in my area. Wendy’s email
address is wtbigelow@aol.com. My
husband, Bob, and I were so happy
to see one of my old “roomies,”
Deborah Sisbower Lingwood and
her husband, Elden, when they
visited nearby in March. They were
on a quest to find a place to stay
during the winter season, since
the winters in their home in Maine
can become quite bitter. In April,
we had a wonderful time visiting
with Jan Foster Underhill and her
husband, Peter, who were enjoying
their annual visit with their family in
Florida.
Please continue to keep in touch
and don’t forget to pass on any new
email addresses!

Jan Foster Underhill and husband
Peter.

1962
Judi Braddock Andrews
1635 Swansea Place
Westlake Village, CA 91361
(805) 497-1268
judiand1635@yahoo.com
Judi Braddock Andrews writes: Last
August, George and I celebrated
our 25th anniversary with my brother
and sister-in-law. We started with
three days in Istanbul followed
by a Uniworld River Cruise up the
Danube from Bulgaria to Vienna.
We ended with three days in
Prague. What a trip. Would highly
recommend. A meeting of CCW
sisters in September: Judy Colton
Christensen and I (and husbands)
attended a wedding weekend on the
beach in Bethany Beach, DE, hosted
by Jim and Betsy Zweier Paxton for
their beautiful daughter, Carrie, and
her new husband, Jason. It was an
event we will to be talking about for
years to come. George and I were
lucky to again see Jim and Betsy in
Clearwater, FL, for the annual Chi
Chi Rodriguez Children’s Charity

fundraiser. We brought them back
to Winter Park with us for a few days
of good food, good friends...lots
of laughs. We stayed in Winter Park
through Thanksgiving. Our extended
family (four generations) 40-plus got
together to celebrate Thanksgiving
and my mom’s 95th birthday. It was
perfect....dinner at the Woman’s Club
and lodging at the Alfond Inn...a
stone’s throw from our townhouse.
A true reason to be thankful. Visited
Bobbi Bidwell Gallagher ’61 in
February. We explored Solana Beach
and neighboring areas for possible
future relocation. Would be nice
to have another “turnkey” home.
Still busy back and forth between
California and Florida. Would love
to hear from classmates. Where are
you? How are you? News?
Judy Colton Christensen shares:
Leaving Florida late March, she and
her husband took a three week
trip with friends which covered
Munich, Budapest and Vienna, etc.
An adventure! Judy also notes that
she was sitting on the beach on

2014 Van Winkle Achievement Award Nomination Form
The Van Winkle Achievement Award honors a distinguished person or professional who has unusual accomplishments including outstanding service to
Centenary College and the community-at-large, and who brings honor to our institution. Alumni and all others closely associated with Centenary College are
eligible for nomination. Past recipients of the Van Winkle Award include:
Louise Irane Armstrong ’48
Edith Bolte Kutz ’42
Ellen Baars-Banks ’93
Carol Burgess Lackland ’54
Claire Couch Bosee ’54
Grace Lewis ’43
Fred J. Brotherton HA ’89, Trustee Emeritus
Shirley Wilson McCune ’50
Ruth Vail Pierson Churchill ’13			
Arden Davis Melick ’60
Margot Nelson Carey ’55			

Althea Mundorff Murchison ’19
Barbara Clarihew ’61
Elissa Robison Prout ’54		
Karen DeWitt Conner ’54			
C. Joy Riddell ’58
Bernice Spies Davis ’31 			
Roberta Fleming Roesch ’39
Karen Nelson Drake ’53
Dominick V. Romano HA ’01
Eleanor Lee Drinane ’59
		
Ruth Scarborough HA ’96

Lucinda Thomas Embersits ’59
John A. Shayner HA ’89
Patricia Terhune Hoffman ’47 			
Meredith Post Van Pelt ’32
Virginia George Hook ’44			
Diane Decker Sillcocks ’54
Joan Garey Hooper ’50
Nancy Briwa Veeder ’46
Karen Phillips Irons ’63 			
Erica Hontz Hoffman ’83
Audrey Hines Bonaparte-Watts ’78

The Van Winkle Achievement Award will be presented at the Annual Alumni Association Meeting and Awards Program on Saturday, October 11,
2014. To submit a nomination, please fill out the form below (use additional sheets if necessary) before August 29, 2014 and return to: Centenary
College, Van Winkle Award Committee, Office of Strategic Advancement, 400 Jefferson Street, Hackettstown, NJ 07840
Nominee_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________________________________________________ State ___________ Zip_____________________________
Day Telephone ___________________________________________________ Email_________________________________________________________________
Nominated By __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Reason for nomination __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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am truly grateful to Centenary.
Now that our children are
grown, Brian and I stay very
busy skiing, hiking the fantastic
Colorado mountain trails,
attending excellent local theater
and concerts, and doing lots of
traveling. We are both blessed
to be in excellent health.

Class of 1962: Betsy Zweier Paxton and Judi Braddock Andrews in
Clearwater, FL.

Hutchinson Island, FL, and
struck up a conversation with a
lady from New Jersey. Turns out
her sister, Fran Nikola ’61, went
to CCW. Small world! Suzanne
Stewart Krause is president
of the Clover-Lake Wylie
Republican Women’s Club and
received the 2014 Republican
Woman of Achievement Award
of York County on May 7.
Suzanne was presented the
award at a reception in the
Lace House at the Governor’s
Mansion Complex in Columbia,
SC, in recognition of her
leadership and commitment to
the growth and effectiveness
of the CLWRW Club in support
of political and community
outreach. Suz has served as
the Club’s president four times
since joining the Club in 2000.

Rav Felder, South Carolina House
Representative, Suzanne Stewart
Krause and Ralph Norman, South
Carolina House Representative.

1963
Janice Babcock Johnson
312 E. Fiedler Road
Maple Glen, PA 19002-2714
(215) 628-3642
jjgolf@comcast.net
Linda Carpenter Mahoney
writes: Although I knew my
husband, Brian, in high school,
we didn’t get together until we
both attended the University of
Connecticut where I received
my BA after graduating from
Centenary. Brian and I married
after our graduation from
UCONN, almost 49 years
ago! During our marriage, we
lived in New York City, San
Francisco, Denver, CO, and

finally in Boulder, CO, where
we have lived for 40 years.
I worked as a teacher for a
while, and then left teaching
to spend full time raising our
three children, two girls and a
boy. One girl graduated from
Notre Dame and now works in
preventative health care; our
son is an engineer; and our
other daughter received her
doctorate in marine biology and
currently works in Santa Cruz,
CA. Our one daughter and son
live nearby, here in Colorado,
and although our other
daughter lives in California, after
all these years, we are all still
able to get together during the
holidays and throughout the
year as well. All three children
are married, and I have six
grandchildren, aged five to
15. During our summers, our
family travels to the Finger
Lakes District of New York,
where we have a cabin that has
been in our family for several
generations. At that time, I get
together with Jean Wellinghoff
Gurnsey who also has a lake
house, which has been in her
family for several generations as
well. Jean and I still have a good
laugh over a terrible weekend
we took together to Annapolis
our second year of Centenary.
We were both clueless about
traveling and had tremendous
trouble changing buses at the
New York Port Authority Bus
Terminal, and trying to stuff our
dresses and crinolines into the
storage areas. We discovered
we didn’t bring enough money,
and were totally broke and
starving upon our return to
Centenary at the end of the
weekend. I still keep in touch
with Jean, Nancy Waters, Sandy
Johnson, and, until her passing
three and a half years ago, Patti
Wilkie. For their friendship, I

Patti Edwards Cassidy writes:
After Centenary, I remained in
lower New York state where I
was born and raised. I married,
and had three beautiful
children who are now more
than twice as old as I was when
I graduated. Thankfully, they
are all healthy and happy, as
are my grandchildren. One
of my greatest blessings in
that my mom, at age 93, is
still with me, happy, healthy,
as sharp as a tack, and living
just down the street. A happy
memory for me at Centenary
was my participation in the
Guitar Instrumental Ensemble.
I still play the guitar for church
services, especially “Silent
Night” on Christmas Eve. “Silent
Night” was first performed
on Christmas Eve in 1818 in
Oberndorf, Germany, on a
guitar. I lost my former husband
to cancer (he was a smoker)
several years ago, but happily,
I remarried a wonderful and
kind man whom I met on
catholicmatch.com three years
ago. We are very happy, life is
good, and I wish the same for
all my fellow classmates.
Susie Riviere Dawson writes:
The spring after I graduated
from Centenary, I married a
man I met through a friend
while still at Centenary. We
lived in Pittsburgh for three
years, until he was transferred
to Seattle in 1966. Except for
an eight-year period in which I
lived in Colorado, I have lived
on Mercer Island, WA, ever
since. I love the temperate
climate, where it usually doesn’t
get below 40 in the winter, or
above the 80s in the summer. I
have two children, a daughter,
Elizabeth, now a homemaker,
and a son, Andrew, who has
his own web design business,
and five grandchildren, aged
seven to 14. Thankfully, they all
live on Mercer Island, so we are
together quite a lot. I have three
sisters with whom I remained
close all these years. We are all
blessed with good health. Once
a year, we all get together for

Already a Star
Tate Williams, Class of ’26
When it comes to choosing the cutest kid on
TV, it’s not complicated: Tate Williams, eightyear-old son of Yolanda Sheffield Williams
MBA ’06, has the titled locked up. Tate recently
finished shooting an AT&T commercial with
Saturday Night Live featured player Beck
Bennett. “This is his first commercial,” said his
mom.
Tate started performing and working in
advertising at age 2, when he appeared in
an Anne Hathaway vehicle. “At first I never
thought he’d get into it,” said Yolanda. “It’s an
extracurricular activity for him. But he loves
taking the train into New York City. When
anyone talks about growing up and getting
a job, he immediately says, ‘I have a job!’ Of
course, homework and birthday parties come
first. He needs to have his childhood.”
Tate’s handsome young face is already wellknown around the Centenary campus. He
participates in the Cyclones’ Soccer Academy
each year, and has even made a guest
appearance on WNTI radio, as the spokesperson
for Easter Seals Camp Merry Heart. As Director
of Major Gifts for Easter Seals, Yolanda has
engaged Centenary students as interns, worked
with the Sports Management department on
fundraisers, and participated in Freshman
Community Plunge.
In addition to the “It’s Not Complicated”
commercial, Tate fans will see their new favorite
star in the upcoming “Annie” remake with
Quvenzhané Wallis, as well as on the boxes of
new hit toys in Walmarts nationwide.

Tate Williams (blue button-down shirt),
son of Yolanda Williams ’06, in an AT&T
commercial.
THE CENTENARIAN
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our yearly reunion, in different places
each time. It’s just us, no spouses, no
children, so we don’t have to worry
that they might get bored. For many
years, I had my own floral design
business, specializing in weddings
— a very happy business to be in. I
have re-married, and my husband,
Richard, and I are both fully retired.
Six years ago, we bought a beach
house on the Washington State
coast where we now spend half our
time, and where I am involved in
civic pursuits there. We enjoy our
children and grandchildren, and I
am a member of two book clubs,
one at home on Mercer Island and
one at our beach community. Over
the years, I have kept in touch with
Karen Phillips Irons and Penny
Shoemaker. I remember being very
happy at Centenary and enjoying all
my fellow classmates.
Joan Harkavy Gil writes: After
graduation, I went on to receive
a BA in foreign service and
international relations, a BA in
education, and finally, a Masters in
Curriculum Instruction. My career
was in instructional technology.
I met and married my husband,
Eduardo, on a vacation trip to
Mexico. We have three daughters
and six grandchildren. Although
retired, I teach online classes for
PBS. Eduardo and I travel frequently
to visit our family and to our second
home in Puerta Vallarta.
Marty Wright LeGere writes: After
graduating from Centenary, I went
on to receive my BS in education
from Northern Illinois University,
after which I taught in a private
school in downtown Chicago for
eight years. During that time, I was
a member of a ski club where I met
my husband, Jim. We have one son,
Scott. My greatest passion now is as
a member of an Irish music band,
“Celtic Conspiracy,” where I play
the violin and mandolin. Our group
plays for local get-togethers, such
as fundraisers, wine tastings, and
holiday events. Jim and I retired
in 2000 to North Carolina where
we play tennis and hike the many
trails in the area. This summer, we
will take a bike tour of Germany,
Luxembourg and France. My first
year at Centenary, I lived in a house
next to the campus with a very
special group of ladies. Memories
of their warmth and camaraderie
are still with me. Living there was
the first time I had ever spent
extended time with a Southerner, in
this case, Randy Coleman. She was
so classy and sweet. Now, living in
20 THE CENTENARIAN

North Carolina, there are Randys
everywhere.

Joan Harkavy Gil

1970
Melinda Lord Martin
85 Windsor Road
Kensington, CT 06037
(860) 225-0461
melinda1243@comcast.net

1971
Carol Swenson Tanzola
3009 Trout Run Road
York, PA 17402-8952
(717) 755-3172
ctanzola1@gmail.com

Patti Edwards Cassidy and husband.

1964 50th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10–12
Carolyn James Harbourt
661 Hillcrest Boulevard
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865-1444
(908) 454-8979		
cbharbourt@earthlink.net

1965
Claire Kilpatrick Michlovitz
47 South Curtisville Road
Concord, NH 03301-5909
(603) 715-1298
foxpersonone@comcast.net

1966
Judith Loveman Noonan
24 River Glen Road
Wellesley, MA 02181-1640
(781) 237-1483
judnoonan@aol.com

1967
Barbara Leighton Faulkner
6761 Pheasants Ridge
Hudson, OH 44236-3265
(330) 653-6826
lauraleightondesigns@windstream.net

1968
Linda Klebe Larsen
15214 Brier Creek Drive
Haymarket, VA 20169
(703) 753-6462
lklebelarsen@comcast.net
Jean Anderson Webb
6559 Jay Miller Drive
Falls Church, VA 22041-1134
(703) 354-1725
jwebbelo@gmail.com

1969 45th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10–12
Elizabeth Braun Andreini
1821 Fifth Avenue
San Rafael, CA 94901
(239) 262-3837
ebandreini@comcast.net

1972
Karen Clark Blane
1885 Penshurst Drive
Collierville, TN 38017-9107
(901) 854-4779

1973
Gayle Manning Brown
267 Brandon Lane
Heathsville, VA 22473-4714
(703) 938-4169
gaylebrown9502@verizon.net
Cynthia Johnson Dodd
512 Clifton Drive
Melbourne, FL 32904-7452
(410) 543-1483
cdodd53@aol.com

1974 40th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10–12
Valerie Coleman Moore
6 Meyer Place #2
Pompton Plains, NJ 07444-1804
(973) 839-0148
vcolemanmoore@yahoo.com

1975
Carolyn Holt Miksch
11 Windemere Terrace
Washington, NJ 07882
(908) 689-7903
sunshinec@comcast.net

1976
Debra Ray Botbyl
113 Maybrook Road
Campbell Hall, NY 10916
(845) 427-5797
dbotbyl@hotmail.com

1977
Ellyn Minor
47 Aubrey Road
Upper Montclair, NJ 07043
(973) 744-7763
ellynminor@gmail.com
Kim Vogel Chernick writes that John
Babington has passed away. John
was a superb professor, director,
advisor and actor and a dear friend.
From all of us during the 1973–1975
seasons we extend our

deepest sympathy to the Babington
family.

1978
Nanci Marks Oakley
2718 Plymouth Drive
Easton, PA 18045
(610) 258-3737
njo1313@ptd.net

1979 35th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10–12
Susan Van Schelven Fischer
43 Princeton Avenue
Midland Park, NJ 07432
(201) 670-6735
fdsrcd@optonline.net

1980
Miriam Santowasso Cash
1731 Clock Tower Drive
West Chester, PA 19380-6473
(610) 692-0103
mimc@verizon.net

1981
Jennifer Brown MacKenzie
2585 Easton Road
Hellertown, PA 18055-3222
(732) 469-8808
jamdarlin2@aol.com

1982
Tracy Toole Shikada
9557 Baycliff Court
Orlando, FL 32836-5758
(407) 876-8671

1983
Erica Hontz Hoffman
568 South Chiques Road
Mannheim, PA 17545
(717) 898-8452
ejhoffman826@gmail.com

1984 30th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10–12
Mary Sue Wines Lamb
9 Strathmore Road
Freehold, NJ 07728-0061
(732) 294-0061
mswlamb@aol.com
Katherine Godlewsky Bill
74 Harmony Station Road
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865
(908) 878-7999

1985
Denise Sabasko Ciesla
6 Darby Circle West
Mt. Holly, NJ 08060-3269
(609) 261-7288
dsciesla@comcast.net

1986
Laura Vitale Gambino
368 North Road
Chester, NJ 07930-2327
(908) 797-8402
ruedad3@aol.com

A group of alumni and friends snap
a photo during a NYC day trip to see
the musical Jersey Boys. Back row
from L-R: Holly Buchanan ’86; Norah
Hansen (assoc ‘84); Kathy Turrisi; Dawn
Minichello, and Diane Bartone ’86;
Front row from L-R: Laura Nicolazzo
’86; Antoinette Storino ’87; Jennifer
Chasey ’87; Tracy Fitzpatrick ’87;
Missy Short ’87; and Laura Vitale
Gambino ’86.

1987
Anne Siebecker
5 Foxhill Lane
Ringwood, NJ 07456
(973) 962-6118
amsrose@aol.com
Lori Post Kelly
40 Scott Drive
Hillsborough, NJ 08844
(908) 281-9103
ltkelly@patmedia.net

1988
Connie Hart-Sjosward
106 Ridgewood Road
Clifton, NJ 07012
(973) 815-1876
cjzs@aol.com
Hello fellow alumni! I am Connie
Hart-Sjosward and I will be your new
representative for the Class of 1988.
I am looking forward to hearing what
you’ve all been up to since we left
Centenary and keep in mind pictures
are always welcome! To start things
off, here’s the latest with me. I’ve been
married to my husband, Joe, for
22 years and we have two teenage
boys, Zachary, 17, and Connor, 13.
We reside in Clifton, NJ, where I work
at Allwood Play & Learn Preschool
and also for the Clifton Board of
Education. I have stayed in touch

with many of my Sigma sisters over
the years and we make an effort to
get together a couple times a year to
reminisce and create new memories
with our families. We have just as
many laughs now as we did back in
college. As the saying goes, “Your
college friends are your friends for
life.” Linda Crawford Moran, Jackie
Tierney, Christina Grace Guertin,
Sheree Severini Fittin and I attended
our 25th Reunion during 2013 Alumni
& Family Weekend in October.

1989 25th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10–12
Shelia Zelaskowski
545 Vath Street
Jackson, NJ 08527-5221
(908) 883-0120
sierrazulu67@yahoo.com

1990
Anna Guzzi–Camooso
1715 Marconi Road
Wall Township, NJ 07719-3919
(732) 280-9072
acamooso@yahoo.com

1991
Justine Steinfeld-Mahon
918 Old School House Road
Newton, NJ 07860-4012
(908) 874-5046
jmarymahon@gmail.com

1992
Kristen McKitish
10 Quail Run
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
(908) 240-6837
mckitishk@centenarycollege.edu

1993
Position Open

1994 20th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10–12
Michelle Brennan Abbate
5 Windy Bush Lane
Sparta, NJ 07871
(973) 729-8107
mcbrenn@hotmail.com

1995
Heather Bush Loven
216 Carentan Road
Hopatcong, NJ 07843-1801
(973) 398-0691
missmerlot1@yahoo.com

1996
Jennifer Cassini
194 Free Union Road
Great Meadows, NJ 07838-2333
(908) 637-8658
cassini@goes.com

1997
Margaret “Peggy” Gibbs Guay
844 Route 28, Apt. 5A
South Yarmouth, MA 02664-5264
(508) 398-2505
marbleandtoast@yahoo.com

1998
Merrilee McMurray
14 Plumstead Court
Annandale, NJ 08801-4011
(951) 473-6510
merrilee.m@hotmail.com

1999 15th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10–12
Laura A. Orbine
132 Tumble Idell Road
Frenchtown, NJ 08825
(908) 996-7196
lorbine@hotmail.com

2000
Coleen Trentacosta Zaitz
215 North 22nd Street
Kenilworth, NJ 07033
(908) 276-5613
Yingyang252000@yahoo.com
Dee Tait writes: Coleen Trentacosta
Zaitz gave birth to a boy, Cooper
Bennett, on February 28, 2013.

2001
Julia Kimball
23 Bayberry Lane
South Burlington, VT 05403
(802) 951-1646
juliak@howardcenter.org

2003
Frances Hoare Licciardiello
935 Anderson Road
Port Murray, NJ 07865
(908) 835-0451
presidentfrances@gmail.com

2004 10th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10–12
Natasha “Tasha” McMaster
P.O. Box 87
Allamuchy, NJ 07820
chachagirl333@msn.com

2005
Position Open

2006
Alicia Miller
5 Red Maple Road
New Egypt, NJ 08533
(609) 758-0664
aamiller9@aol.com

2007
Position Open

2008
Megan Lindsay Lopes
121 Dawson Crescent
Seaford, VA 23696-2505
historyfreak86@hotmail.com

2009 5th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10–12
Position Open

2010
Michelle Hill
43 Brunswick Avenue
Lambertville, NJ 08530
(856) 305-2512
MsHill@msn.com

2011
Position Open

2012

Tabitha Wernik and two-time gold
medal Olympic horseback rider
McLain Ward.

2002

Class of 1988: Linda Crawford Moran, Connie Hart Sjosward, Jackie Tierney,
Christina Grace Guertin and Sheree Severini Fittin.

Jenelle Woodrup
P.O. 2606
Clifton, NJ 07015
jenellewoodrup@hotmail.com

Megan Kriger Ballie
12299 Sullivan Street
Surrey, BC V4A 3B7 Canada
(604) 866-3487
megankriger@yahoo.com

Monica E. Brinson
3050 Edwin Avenue, Unit 1 H
Fort Lee, NJ 07024
(201) 394-2420
Monbri201@aol.com
www.linkedin.com/pub/monicabrinson-mba/48/987/689/

2013
Position Open

THE CENTENARIAN

21

C LA SS

news & notes

New Employers
Highlight
Career Fair

Students and local job seekers made direct
connections with more than 40 local,
regional and national employers at the
Centenary College Job Fair, held on April
9 at the David and Carol Lackland Center.
According to Tiffany Zapulla, Director
of Career Development, highlights of
the event included the large number

Join Centenary
College Alumni
to Experience
Paris
Normandy
Versailles
Auvers-sur-Oise
November 1 – 8, 2014
22 THE CENTENARIAN

of employers who participated for the
first time. Among the new participants
were Verizon, State Industrial Products,
the Pennsylvania and New Jersey State
Police, Nordstroms, Bloomingdale’s,
Mary Kay, Edward Jones and the Morris
County Probation Department. Leaders
in employment services also participated,

including Robert Half and Vitamin
T. Zapulla noted that the students in
attendance appeared prepared to make
the most of the extraordinary opportunity.
“I was pleased to see they were dressed
for the opportunity and showed a
professional demeanor,” she said.

Eight-Day Tour Includes:
• Roundtrip Airfare
• Six Nights Accommodations
• Tour Manager Throughout
• Luxury Motor Coach
• Breakfast Daily
• Welcome Dinner
• Two Additional Dinners
• Farewell Dinner
• Sightseeing per Itinerary
• Seine River Cruise
• Gratuities
• Air Taxes up to $500
$2,999 P/P Dbl. Occ. (plus air taxes exceeding
$500, pending air confirmation)

Visit alumni.centenarycollege.edu for updates

AAEB

The Beatles and Business

Alumni Association Executive Board
The members of the Alumni Association Executive Board as of February 2014 are:
President:

Trustee:

Jamanda Hightower ‘09/11

Jacqué Banks ‘04/06

Audrey Hines Bonaparte-Watts ‘78

Ginny George Hook ‘44

Secretary:

Past President:

Michael Iris ‘07

Angela Rodriquez Moore ‘90

Vita Romanelli-Young ‘78/80

Leah Marie Thorn ‘05

Treasurer:

Members-at-large:

Erica Hontz Hoffman ‘83

Monica Brinson ‘12

Nominating Chair:

Chris Demarest ’02

Congratulations to the
Student Representatives
who graduated in May:

Chris Linne ‘02/04

Angie Desai ‘07

Sammie Davis ‘14

Elizabeth “Blake” Downey ‘71

Paige Norman ‘14

Marie Scocca-Draghi ‘82

Courtney Pyatt ‘14

Ann Manno Greszczak ‘75/77

Shawnee Smith ‘14

Bryan Watkinson ‘07

Join Us!
If you’re interested in becoming an AAEB Member-at-Large,
please contact the Office of Alumni Relations
at (908) 852-1400, ext. 2167,
or e-mail alumni@centenarycollege.edu.

Centenary MBA Program
Instructor’s Article Published
Steve Valvano, Adjunct Instructor for the MBA
Program at Centenary College, recently published
an article in Fast Company exploring the many
ways in which The Beatles revolutionized the music
industry. Entitled “What the Beatles Inadvertently
Taught Us About Business,” the essay reveals
invaluable business lessons hidden in their welldocumented history. The following are excerpts
from the article:
Innovation Culture…After playing it straight and
gaining tremendous popularity through their first
two years of recorded pop material, the band took
to questioning everything they did…The mother of
invention was awakened by all the new demands
put upon the engineering staff at London’s Abbey
Road Studio. The knock-on effects would produce
an array of technical inventions…that were the
forefather to the recording methods used in today’s
digital world.
Value to the Customer and Product Placement
The Beatles turned the music business upside down
by creating the double-sided single…the band set a
strategy to put out a B-side song that could rival the
lead A-side song. These records were seen by their
fans as offering two great songs for price of one,
solidly cementing their customer loyalty.
Outsourcing Strategies…Various professional
classical musicians including the London Sympathy
Orchestra, the Mike Sammes Singers, along with
famous rockers such as Eric Clapton, keyboardist
Nicky Hopkins and Rolling Stones’ Brian Jones
all appeared on Beatles recordings. This enabled
the Beatles to mix and match their specific sound
needs without ceremoniously adding or dismissing
members.

Winners of two computers and an iPod at the 2014 Alumni Welcome at David & Carol Lackland
Center on May 13 (L–R): Tonda Dillings ’14, Jacqué Banks ’04/06, AAEB President, Alexander
Kays ’14 and Mariel A. Sanchez ’14.

Fostering Teamwork By building an atmosphere
of collective creativity, ownership of ideas took a
back seat to the importance of producing a good
outcome… When the Beatles were in the business
of believing in the Beatles’ product, it didn’t matter
who made the suggestion, as long as it advanced
the team’s creation.
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In a Guest Editorial in the The Star-Ledger March 20,
Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite, President of Centenary
College, made the case that small colleges deserve the
support of policymakers and the public.
By Centenary College President Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite

As New Jersey and the nation continue
to struggle with creating sustainable
economic growth and jobs, the critical
role of higher education — and small,
independent colleges in particular —
deserves continued close attention and
support from policymakers and the public.

ways we save and spend money in order
to provide our students with the best
opportunities at a reasonable cost. That
may sound like common-sense business,
but the fact is, running a modern college is
in many ways about business decisions that
work hand in hand with educational ones.

While large public universities such as
Rutgers get most of the spotlight (and
the lion’s share of financial support from
Trenton), small, private colleges still play
a major role creating educational and
economic opportunities for New Jersey’s
residents. And while some have questioned
whether these smaller institutions can
endure, the fact is their survival is essential
to the future growth, competitiveness and
economic well-being of our state.

One way we have increased our revenue at
Centenary is by expanding our academic
offerings to address the growth sectors of
the economy. For example, we have created
a Master of Health Care Administration
program, scheduled to start this fall
through our School of Professional
Studies. Likewise, we have crafted
partnerships on many levels in order to
benefit those who come to Centenary. For
instance, we recently cut the ribbon on

“...small, private colleges still play a major role
creating educational and economic opportunities for
New Jersey’s residents.”				
Naysayers have been predicting doom
and gloom for small, independent higher
education for some time. It is true that
independent colleges, particularly those
that are tuition-dependent, are facing
fiscal challenges unseen in years. But these
institutions in general — and, I am proud
to say, Centenary College in particular —
can and will survive and thrive.

an Environmental Science Center at the
Charles O. Hayford State Fish Hatchery,
the better to help our students study the
world in which we live.

The key to private higher education’s
continued survival is twofold: We need to
diversify our revenue streams to decrease
our reliance on traditional students’ tuition
payments, and we must be creative in the

According to the Association of
Independent Colleges and Universities
in New Jersey, for fiscal 2012, the
state’s 14 private institutions employed
18,468 people and generated $9.7 billion
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All of that said, the ability of the state’s
independent colleges to control their
own destinies is not just relevant to the
institutions themselves. It is important for
all of us in New Jersey and the region.

in economic activity. At Centenary
alone, our economic impact on our
region exceeded $100 million. Not only
that, Centenary serves as the primary
resource for higher education in a
three-plus-county area — providing
our community with teachers, law
enforcement personnel, entrepreneurs
and many other professionals. Private
education is extremely cost-effective, as
well. Centenary provides 94 percent of
our traditional, full-time students with
some form of institutional aid that does
not have to be paid back. When you
consider benefits such as individualized
attention and experiential learning, you
come understand what a bargain small
colleges are.
Of course, our relationship with the
community extends beyond economics
and education. We share our resources,
too, helping area residents charge their
cellphones in the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy or offering swimming lessons in our
George J. Ferry Natatorium.
Now think about what would happen if
these independent colleges ceased to exist.
Without your support for institutions such
as Centenary, the naysayers’ predictions
could come true. It is easy to stand with
Centenary and other private institutions:
Make a donation, take a class, back
beneficial legislation. With your help, these
colleges can thrive and all can benefit from
their successes.

CENTENARY COLLEGE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

In Memoriam

Arden Davis Melick ’60/01 HA,
Chairman
Kenneth “Lee” Hahn,
1st Vice Chairman

Catherine Luce Aboyan ‘74

7/4/10

Jane Love Lee ‘47

2/20/14

Judith Runkle Ballou ‘55

4/7/11

Elizabeth Church Marquez ‘57

10/4/13

Elaine Schwartz Barman ‘74

8/5/12

Jane Keller Miele ‘02

9/28/13

Sara French Moriarity ‘57

3/19/14

Alexis Bates ‘09

4/30/14

Gail Scharff Bayer ‘73

11/17/11

Jean Ritsert Morris ‘57

12/1/13

Jane Stern Beskin ‘40

11/11/12

Patricia Williams Penn ‘54

6/22/13

Jean Decker Pfreundschuh ‘36

1/26/10

Suzanne Birmingham ’50
Russell Bodine ’93/’94
Roberta Macdonald Braswell ‘57
Elsie Matchett Braun ‘40

1/6/14

Norman Worth ’12 HA,
2nd Vice Chairman
Christopher Treanor,
3rd Vice Chairman
Lucinda Thomas Embersits ’59,
Secretary
Alan J. Shaw ’11 HA,
Treasurer
Ellen Banks ’93

2/26/14

Marilyn Latchford Priem ‘52

3/11/14

Jill Keggan Quick ‘99

5/22/14

Audrey Bonaparte-Watts ’78

Mary Hankinson Rembe ‘38

1/30/13

Dr. Stanley Caine ’14 HA
Michael T. Catapano ’92

11/17/11

5/3/11

Susan F. Bateman, Esq.

Virginia Grant Carpignano ‘50

4/22/14

Barbara Simmons Reynolds ‘48

3/14/13

Grace Matthews Cressman ‘44

1/25/14

Linda Tanzer Richman ‘58

8/11/11

Jason C. Coe
David D. Dallas

Barbara Walton Cross ‘46

9/7/13

Kay Chaplin Scardino ‘60

8/6/13

Martina Hoff Dudgeon ‘31

5/15/13

Ina Berkeley Schwab ‘44

1/28/12

Tilly-Jo Emerson

Katherine Silleck ‘62

1/5/14

The Rev. Dr. Frank Fowler, III

11/19/13

Alida Oakley Soons ‘35

3/4/14

Barbara Fischer ‘59

4/14/13

C. Pursley Stevenson ‘57

2/26/14

Roberta Joffee Goldstein ‘51

3/10/13

Kevin Stibrany ‘04

Helen Filor ‘32

5/1/14

Andrew Finer ‘06

12/28/13

Wolfgang Gstattenbauer ’84/13 HA
Michael Halpin
David W. Johnson
Dr. Joann La Perla-Morales

Jean Munson Haestad ‘48

1/1/14

Nancy Brown Suizdak ‘53

1/25/13

The Hon. Michael B. Lavery, Esq.

Eleanore Hardcastle Hall ‘43

2/5/10

Anne Cornell Swalm ‘52

10/9/12

Rochelle Makela-Goodman ’97

Barbara Moore Heaslip ‘49

5/5/14

Jane McDowell Thomas ‘52

4/15/14

Raymond Nisivoccia

Virginia Ashley High ‘38

2/8/14

Matthew Trengrove

4/15/13

Denis Hennessy O`Rourke

Jean White Hutchinson ‘49

7/7/12

Barbara Weber Van Deventer ‘54

Rhoda Johnson ‘47

10/23/12

Jacqueline Stirone Kast ‘52
Joan Laubenstein Kerlavage ‘40

8/12/12
2/7/14

Adele Franzoni Wildrick ‘51

12/24/13

Patricia Eckels Willett ‘55

1/18/14

Gretchen Yaun Willi ‘68

6/10/11

Upcoming
Mary Sarver Lathrop ‘41

1/7/14

2/14/14

EVENTS

Family & Alumni Weekend: October 10–12, 2014

Jim Salerno
Bishop Dr. John R. Schol
M. Alden Siegel
Orin R. Smith ’91 HA
James D. Stryker
Linda Van Winkle Watkins ’62
Valerie A. Wilson ’62

PRESIDENT
Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite

TRUSTEES EMERITI
Dr. Hae-Jong Kim
David A. Lackland ’10 HA
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CARES ABOUT CAREERS.
Catherine Nunnery ’96, DVM, DACVO,
Veterinary Specialist, received her
Bachelor of Science in Equine Studies
from Centenary College and her Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine at Virginia-Maryland
Regional College of Veterinary Medicine.
Today, her practice is focused on ophthalmic
care. “And all I do all day long is look at
animal eyes,” she says. “There are a lot of
similarities between our eyes and animal
eyes as well as a lot of differences. I have
a practice that I do small animal care out
of, as well as a practice where I do equine
ambulatory opthamology. That is, I go to
farms and look at horses.”
While small animal and exotic medicine
experience is important for a career in
veterinary medicine, Dr. Nunnery says
“Centenary has the facilities in place to
provide a really strong equine experience
that will be looked highly upon when
applying to veterinary school.”

400 Jefferson Street
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
(908) 852-1400
www.centenarycollege.edu
alumni.centenarycollege.edu

Learn more at centenarycollege.edu.

FIND SUCCESS AT CENTENARY

