Centenary Men's Soccer players douse Head Coach Keith O'Connor
with Gatorade after besting top-seeded Marywood to win the
Colonial States Athletic Conference Men's Soccer Championship
for the first time. The team (inset) secured the league's automatic
bid to the NCAA Division III Tournament and made its first
appearance since becoming an NCAA member in 1997.
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NEWS from the Dome

Poram Choi '09 with Dr. Octavia Brown '08 HA, whom she hosted on a 48-hour whirlwind tour of her home country.

South Korea respects the value of therapeutic riding, but
lacks the culture of horsemanship necessary to nurture equine
professionals. To help bridge that gap, the Korean Alliance
for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance invited
Dr. Octavia Brown '08 HA, Professor of Equine Studies
and Director of Therapeutic Riding at Centenary College, to
give two lectures at the recent conference on the Pursuit of
Evidence-Based Sports and Exercise Science.
"I had two missions in Korea," said Dr. Brown. "First was the
lectures. The second was meeting with my therapeutic riding
colleagues." Dr. Brown met with representatives of the Korean
Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship, the Korean Racing

Association's Therapeutic Riding Program, the Samsung
Therapeutic Riding program and the Korean Society of Leisure
& Recreation.
Through these meetings, "I got a feeling for what's not really in
place," said Dr. Brown. "The country is 70 percent mountains.
There's no room for local stables where children can go and
ride. They import their horses, fully trained; they do not have a
lot of people who have been riding all their lives."
Dr. Brown envisions providing that base of expertise for the
Korean therapeutic riding program. "We can be a source for
future instructors for them. I am confident these collaborative
efforts will benefit students in both countries."

For Fulbright Scholars, First Stop is Centenary

International Fulbright Graduate Students in
their national costumes.
2
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For the second year in a row, Centenary College was among a select group of institutions hosting
a Fulbright Gateway Orientation, a weeklong program that helps the best and brightest scholars
from around the world build skills for success in the United States. During the week of August
5-9, faculty members facilitated workshops, programs and field trips for 45 Fulbright Scholars
representing 29 countries. The annual program is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State's
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs and designed by the Institute of International Education
in cooperation with the ECA.

Alex Bunting
Receives
Hackettstown
Scholarship
"I knew there would be small classes and
personal attention/' said Alex Bunting '17,
recipient of the Hackettstown High School
student scholarship. "The dedication
of the professors and how available they
are to help me is so much more than
I expected."
Established in 2007, the scholarship
covers full tuition for four years and is
one of several ongoing partnerships
between Centenary College and
Hackettstown High School. According
to College President Dr. Barbara-Jayne
Lewthwaite, its purpose is "to honor
one Hackettstown High School student
each year who has excelled academically
and has demonstrated the qualities this
institution values."
Bunting is a legacy. The son of Stephanie
Senderovitz Bunting '91 he is
particularly excited about the College's
partnership with the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection
and the new Environmental Science
Center, a learning laboratory that will
support his professional goals. "I feel I'm
definitely on the right path," Bunting said/
noting that the full-tuition scholarship
to his first choice college has been lifechanging. "It's a gift and a privilege/' he
added. "I don't take that for granted."

Centenary and United Way of Northern New Jersey Women's Leadership Council will continue
to sponsor a scholarship to help female, non-traditional students from Warren County. The
2013-14 recipients are Tracey Semcer and Christina Chmielewski. Pictured (L-R): Dr. BarbaraJayne Lewthwaite, Centenary College president; Dr. Harriett Gaddy, United Way Women's
Leadership Council member, Associate Professor of Psychology, Director of Graduate Psychology
Program and Chair of the Behavioral and Historical Studies Department; Tracey Semcer; and
Sarah Brelvi, United Way Women's Leadership Council director.

Storytime!

All is quiet in Taylor Memorial Library. Students
are reading in the stacks, researching, reviewing
for tests. Suddenly... a giggle. Then a shriek of
delight! It must be Storytime! Friday.

1

Alex Bunting '17

Program brings local preschoolers
to Taylor Memorial Library

Since late September, Centenary has
welcomed local3- to 5-year-olds to
Storytime!, a weekly collaboration
between the Library and the Education
Department. Centenary students
enrolled in Academic Foundation
Courses plan and lead engaging
sessions that encourage early literacy.
"It's been great so far:' said Library
Director Timothy Domick. "Word
of mouth is spreading:'
"It's nice to apply what you're learning
to actual students:' said Kathryn Nieves
'15, who, with two classmates, led a
Storytime! activity based on picture
books by Leo Leoni.
Though it's unusual to find young
children in an academic library,
Centenary has always been a magnet
for the community. "We encourage
people to come to Centenary Stage
Company productions and attend
lectures on campus:' Domick said. "So
why not invite the community to come
in and use the Library?"

NEWS

from the Dome

Professors On Demand is in Demand
If you are offering a class online, get the best person to teach it.
That advice comes from Dr. Kathy Naasz, Associate Professor
of Business, who founded Professors On Demand, ''Academia's
Virtual Resource Pool®;' with colleague Dr. Lisa Plantamura,
Associate Professor and Director of Instructional Design.
Professors On Demand, created with support from Centenary,

enables colleges to find the best available teaching resources
anywhere in the world. With more than 1,200 instructors
already signed up - from 31 countries and 49 states company growth is right on track at 50-plus new users a week.
Inspiration took the form of a qualified colleague who could
not find online teaching work. "There wasn't even a category
for 'online' on the job board;' said Dr. Naasz. "That was my
'A-ha!' moment:' After writing their business plan in early
2011, Drs. Naasz and Plantamura signed their first customer
that July 4. "The happiest $5 I ever made!" said Dr. Naasz.
"Online is the fastest growing area of higher education:' she
continued. "It demands a different skill set. Are you good with
the technology? Can you project your personality into the
virtual world?"
According to Dr. Naasz, Centenary support of this innovative
technology speaks volumes. "It shows the leadership and
approachability of our executive administration to foster this
type of development. By sponsoring it, they show they believe
in faculty development in the online space:'

Professors On Demand founders Dr. Kathy Naasz and Dr. Lisa Plantamura.

Visit www.professorsondemand.com to learn more.

Learning While
Teaching In Ghana
Christopher Linne '02/04, Associate
Professor of Sociology and Criminal
Justice, first journeyed to Ghana in 2007
to study the differences and similarities
between our justice systems. "Criminal
justice is not unique to the USA;' he
said. "The Centenary College mission
includes looking at things from a global
perspective. Going to Africa was an
opportunity to enrich myself and my
understanding of the world around me,
in order to share that experience with
students:'
Professor Linne has returned to Ghana a
number of times, most recently for two
weeks in June 2013, when he was able to
share his expertise in American criminal
justice practices - specifically sexual
assault and child abuse - with Ghanaian
police organizations.
While there, he also visited Independence
Junior High School ''A;' one of seven
4
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Professor Christopher Linne '02/04 teaching at Independence Junior High School/It\' in Ghana.

schools in the Village of Brahabebome.
With help from his family and Centenary
students, alumni, staff and faculty,
Professor Linne has been sending barrels
of supplies to the school for years. "It was
a great opportunity to see the location,

how the supplies are being used, and what
conditions are like in the school;' he said.
"Now we know there greater needs than
school supplies. My goal is to support the
entire district if possible:'

First Year
Experience is 1 0 years old!
To celebrate, the College has introduced
Second Year Experience. The new program,
launched in 2012-2013, builds on the skills,
accomplishments and confidence acquired
during students' first year at Centenary.

Dr. Burrell Delivers
Convocation Keynote
The Honorable Dr. Howard Burrell, former
Sussex County freeholder, Gates-Ferry Lecturer
and former longtime Trustee of Centenary
College helped usher in the academic year
by delivering the keynote speech at the 2013
Convocation and Founder's Day on Sept. 10.

Seeds of Service Yield Core Values
On Monday, August 26, Centenary first-year students dove into a 23-year-old Centenary
tradition: Community Plunge. Since 1990, community service has been a required part
of the curriculum. Above, (L- R) Courtney Siero '17, Giovanni Santiago '17 and Kylie
Morgan-Polefka '17 show off the apple harvest from Peaceful Valley Orchard that was
donated to local food pantries.

College President Dr. Barbara-Jayne
Lewthwaite with Convocation and
Founder's Day Keynote Speaker the
Honorable Dr. Howard Burrell.
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Centenary Men Step Up
to Raise Awareness of Assault
One out of every six American women and one out of every 33 American men have been
the victim of an attempted or completed rape in their lifetime.
To raise awareness of these shocking statistics, the College hosted "Walk a Mile in Her
Shoes®;' the international men's march to stop rape, sexual assault and gender violence.
Men from all walks of Centenary life hiked a mile in high heels along a track festooned
with informative posters and billboards about sexual assault and domestic violence.

''Centenary Downtown"
Offers Free Counseling to
Student and Area Veterans
The "Centenary Downtown" Office, located
at 217 Main Street in Hackettstown, offers
free and unlimited counseling for combat
veterans who attend the College or live in the
surrounding community.

Centenary men gather for the Walk A Mile in Her Shoes event on October 24, 2013.

Students Gear Up for the Job Market
with New Alumni Mentoring Program
The Centenary Career Center offers
a wide range of services to help make
Centenary students and alumni
competitive in today's job market. In
fact, it offers a "lifetime guarantee;"
students are able to take advantage of
the Center at any time after graduation.
Now, through the new Alumni
Mentoring Program, alumni can share
their successes and guidance with
current students. The program matches
a volunteer alumni mentor with a
current student whose major aligns
with that mentor's industry. Mentoring
sessions, which can be held on campus
or via Skype, are 60 minutes or longer,
and mentors can volunteer for multiple
sessions. Alumni who are unable to
commit to a mentoring session are
invited to host a job shadowing day or
contribute a written article about their
career to be shared with students.
Find out more by contacting the Career
Center or visiting centenarycollege.
edu/alumnimentoring.
6

THE CENTENARIAN

"The Career Center is thrilled to offer
our alumni a way to give back to
Centenary and share their invaluable
insights and expertise with students;'
said Tiffany Zappulla, Director of
Career Development. "Through this
program, mentors will also find that the
learning experience is reciprocal and
that they, too, gain enormous benefits
by contributing to the success of the
next generation of graduates:'
The Centenary College President's
Circle is also working on plans to get
students involved through a networking
event with the President's Circle, the
Alumni Association Executive Board
and Trustees, as well as other ways to
mentor current students.

This opportunity is a co-venture between
the Office of Veteran Services at Centenary
College and the VetCenter-Bioomfield
(an agency of the United States Department
of Veterans Affairs). Readjustment
counseling, marital and family counseling,
substance abuse counseling and other
services are available from qualified
professional counselors with backgrounds
in military culture.

Centenary Observes
Veterans Day with
Canned Food Drive
The Centenary College community honored
our military veterans by coordinating a twoday canned food drive through the National
Armory in Port Murray, N.J.
Approximately 300 cans of donated food
will benefit local veteran families as well
as other veterans in contact with the
National Armory.
"Centenary College really came through for
us/' said Lisa Szymanski, Principal Clerk
Typist at the National Armory and member
of the New Jersey Commission of Women
Veterans. "This food will really make a
difference in the lives of multiple people in
this area and will help make their holiday
season special."

FEATURE story

:.

Dan Derner '15 and Lauren King '14 (foreground) work at Frank's at Metlife Stadium.

For hungry (and thirsty) fans, the 800
points of sale at MetLife Stadium serve up
a smorgasbord of delights, from antipasto
to organic chicken kabobs, hot dogs to
frozen custard, and hot chocolate to cold
beer. Now one stand- Frank's, in Section
129- is also delivering a big slice of
on-the-job education to more than a dozen
Centenarians.
A team of students under the instruction
of David Perricone, Assistant Professor
of Sports Management, has total
responsibility for the busy stadium
concession stand. The students handle
all aspects of the small business - from
inventory to customer service, and cleanup to accounting.
Kyle Malavasi '14 describes a typical day:
"We have to be there at 9 a.m. for a 1 p.m.
game, and that whole time before the game
we are extremely busy doing inventory,
prepping food and cleaning. We also stay
after the game for about three to four more
hours doing inventory again, and making
sure all the money is accounted for. It gives
me a newborn respect for people who
work in the food industrY:'
Each of the 15 students involved in the
program is responsible for a set number

of games. All the season's Jets and Giants
home games will be covered, as well as the
biggest game of the year.
"Somebody will be working the NFL
championship game in February;' said
Professor Perricone, who emphasizes the
value of professional networking in his
classes. The long list of Alumn~ mentors
he has lined up for his students includes

"MetLife gave students
of all grade levels the
chance to see what really
working inside of a sports
organization feels like."
-Kyle Malavasi '14
sports management professionals from the
New York Red Bulls, the Brooklyn Nets,
the New York Mets and the Newark Bears.
Julian Alvarez Munoz '17, who is leaning
toward a sports management career,
credits the MetLife Stadium experience
with exposing him to a different, and
fascinating, aspect of the sports business.

"Partnering with such a huge company
shows that, as a small school, we are able
to do big things. Plus, the fact that we have
freshmen working alongside seniors says a
lot about the sports management program
at CentenarY:'
"MetLife gave students of all grade levels
the chance to see what really working
inside of a sports organization feels like;'
said Malavasi. "That, to me, is something
you can never get in a classroom setting:'
Team leader Natalia Ortega '16 said the
experience gave her the kind of first-hand
experience with business accountability
that will be a highlight of her resume.
"It was a great opportunity to grow as a
leader;' she said.
At the end of the season, a portion of the
profits from the concession stand will be
used to give the participants an end -ofseason celebration. The balance will be put
toward a Sports Management scholarship.
"This is something that not many schools
do;' said Malavasi. "We are receiving
hands-on work experience that is going
to help us break into the industry. This
experience gives me a lot of pride in
Centenary College and my education:'
THE CENTENARIAN
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Investing in

Future of Our
Students

e

ow a shared
passion for
environmental
science- and one
fateful shirtconnected two
generati~ns of
Centenarians.
Carol Harvey Barrows '61 and her husband,
Bill, have pledged more than $50,000 to
Centenary College, and founded an annual
internship program that has already enabled
three outstanding students to work and study at
Florida's renowned Harbor Branch Oceanographic
Institute (HBOI).

It all started with a shirt.
"We went to my 50th alumni day;' said Mrs.
Barrows, who had studied nutrition at Centenary.
"I mentioned that I'd like to see the old labs that
I'd spent so much time in:'
Dr. Lauren Bergey, Department Chair,
Associate Professor of Biology and Director of
Environmental Programs, gave the visiting couple
the grand tour.
In the Environmental Sciences lab they ran into
Hollianne Eckerd '12, who noticed a Harbor
Branch logo on Bill Barrows' shirt. "Harbor
Branch!" Holly exclaimed. "Dr. Shirley Pomponi!"
"Of all the strange coincidences:' said
Mrs. Barrows, "this young woman
was preparing to give a presentation
the very next day on
one of Dr. Pomponi's
discoveries. My
husband Bill said, 'Oh,
Shirley's a friend of
ours. Would you like
to talk to her?' It was
like our friend was
a rock star to this
student:'

II

ADVANCING

Centenary

In the world of oceanography, Dr. Shirley Pomponi is, in fact,
a bit of a rock star. In addition to serving on countless national
advisory panels and helping shape federal ocean policy, she also
serves as President and Chief Executive Officer of Harbor Branch.
Eckerd's irresistible enthusiasm for Harbor Branch inspired Bill
and Carol Barrows to establish the James Pomponi Memorial
Science Internship, named for their good friend's father. The eightweek internship is held at HBOI in Fort Pierce, Fla. "Of course,

According to Dr. Bergey, the renovations alone have made a
significant difference in the Environmental Science program at
Centenary. "We have more space now, and the opportunity to
hold classes at different times, which is good for recruiting;' she
said. "For any science student, just the whole nature of being out
here in the wilderness ... you can't get much more of a hands-on
opportunity to see what you can do with your career:'

"The Barrowses ... want to know these
students are succeeding."
- Dr. Lauren Bergey

Holly was the first intern;' said Mrs. Barrows. "It was really just
meant to be that Bill happened to be wearing that shirt, that daY:'
Asked about the generous internship program, Bill Barrows
answered with the cheerful understatement: "Were just

beginning:' In addition to the internships, the Barrows family's
philanthropy has also helped Centenary renovate and modernize
its labs at both Trevorrow Hall and at the Environmental Science
Center at the Charles 0. Hayford State Fish Hatchery. They have
even funded the outstanding Salad Bar in the David and Carol
Lackland Center dining hall. "We would like to see this continue
and expand;' said Mr. Barrows. "Weve been happy to receive,
from these folks, affirmations of what it's done for them and how
it has changed their lives:'

"The Barrowses really want to invest in the future of students;'
Dr. Bergey continued. "They care about every single student they
sponsor. For them, it's more than just giving the money. They
want to know these students are succeeding:'

Real research. Real career experience.
he internship at Harbor Branch of Hollianne Eckerd '12
focused on the potential use of sea sponges in development
of ~ancer drugs. "I did sponge cell culture research;' she said,
"synthesizing sponge cells in a broth medium. I was trying to
make little sponges from cells, and I would try to extract cells
from a piece of a sponge to see if they would re-aggregate and start
growing on their own:'
The next two Centenary interns at Harbor Branch, Susan Cheng '13
and Erika Chu '13, both participated in a study of Bonamia spp.,
a parasitic disease that is currently causing problems for the oyster
industry. According to Chu, the hands-on work of DNA analysis and
electrophoresis included a virtual master class in shucking oysters.
"I would slice up the oysters and prep them for histology;' she explained.
Chang would then use those stained slides to find the Bonamia cells
under the microscope. Chu also conducted DNA analysis on more than
500 specimens during her two-month internship.

Carol Harvey Barrows '61, Erika Chu '13, Bill Barrows
and Susan Cheng '13.

"You learn a lot;' said Eckerd. "In a lab you have to set your own schedule; you're
in charge. It's your fault if the work doesn't get done. That keeps you on your toes and

teaches you a good work ethic:'

"In a lab you have to set your own schedule ... That keeps
you on your toes and teaches you a good work ethic."
Bonamia spp. in

- Hollianne Eckerd '12
10 THE CENTENARIAN

Florida oysters
and under the

Welcome John Carno,
a Donor-Centric
Fundraising Leader
John Carno became Assistant Vice
President for College Relations just before
Family & Alumni Weekend, where he
dove right into his new role. "I met some
alumni who have been very involved with
Centenary, and some alumni who were
back at the College for the first time in
almost 50 years;' he said. "It was great to
find out what they like about CentenarY:'
Carno spent the last 15 years of his
25-year career in fundraising and
nonprofit development with the New
Jersey Audubon Society. He describes
his approach to fundraising as "donorcentric": after identifying potential donors,
he learns about their interests and what
they're looking to accomplish. "I connect
them with the causes they are most
passionate about, and steward their giving
to be certain they are very satisfied with
the choice they made:'
"Equally important as raising money is
getting people connected to Centenary;;
he continued. "The greatest reward is
interacting with so many caring people
who want to make a difference for the
organization and also for the people
they serve: the current students and the
community:'

John Carno, Assistant Vice President for
College Relations.
THE CENTENARIAN
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An athlete with impressive skills and
potential, Billie Blackwell '97/09 had
not planned on continuing her education
beyond Franklin High School.
"My soccer coach asked me, 'Where are
you going to college?' And I said, 'I'm not:"
the Somerset, N.J., native explained. ''And
he said, 'What do you mean, you're not?"'
With assistance from the Educational
Opportunity Program (EOP) Blackwell
entered Centenary College in 1993.
A Career of Firsts
"I got a letter from the coach here at the
time, and they were starting a women's
soccer program;' Blackwell said. "I had
helped start our high school Women's
Soccer program, so that was appealing
to me:' At Centenary, Blackwell played
Soccer, Softball and Basketball. She also
joined the Volleyball roster for matches
when the team needed her, which made
12 THE CENTENARIAN

her the first Centenary athlete to play on
four NCAA teams in the same year.
Upon graduating in 1997, Blackwell
accepted a part-time Community Service
Coordinator position at the College. As
her career grew into Residence Life and
the Athletics Department, she kept her
appreciation for the value of community
service. Blackwell has remained involved
with and still mentors EO P students.
She has recently taken part in Cranes for
David, Habitat for Humanity, Coaches
versus Cancer and more.
Always a Team Player
Prior to stepping into her role as Athletic
Director, Blackwell served as the Head
Softball Coach for 10 years, and was twice
named Centenary Coach of the Year. The
first female coach (and second coach
ever) to amass 100 wins as head coach
at the College, Blackwell expressed deep
appreciation for the support she's received

from her own coaches and mentors.
''A ton of people have helped me along the
way:' she said. "When I became Athletic
Director, there was no one saying, 'You
know, you can't do this: It was more like,
'Now you have to do this: I have people I
can turn to and say, 'How would you do
this?' I've made mistakes, learned from
those mistakes, and tried not to do those
same things twice:'
Blackwell's accomplishments are just
beginning. "We want to get to the point
where all of our teams are regular winners
in the conference:' she said. Blackwell's
goals for the Centenary athletics program
include "propelling our teams forward and
making all of our teams have success, and
continuing to grow, whatever that takes:'
Diane Finnan '12 HA, Senior Vice
President for College Relations, coached
Blackwell in the '90s and has worked
closely with her ever since. At a recent

A Pinstripe Summer
might think 'I'm going to go the park and
play baseball; but it's hard work. I have
to give credit to the kids for being good
candidates and doing a good job while
they were out there;' he said.

Billie Blackwell
Career Highlights
•

1997-98:
Coordinator of
Community Service and
Resident Director

•

1998-2008:
Head Softball Coach

(R-L) Head Coach Scott Kushner, Ryan Caparoni
'15 and Baseball Assistant Coach Brett Stout.

•

2000-01 and 2002-03:
Centenary Coach of
the Year

Four gifted Sports Management students
and Cyclones baseball players spent their
summer in New York Yankees pinstripes.

•

2000-02, 2002-03,
2004-05:
WIAC Coach of the Year

•

2005-2008:
Interim Athletic Director

•

2008-present:
Athletic Director

Quay Mayo '14, Christopher Ohlweiler '16
and Danny Derner '15 worked as coaches
at the New York Yankees Youth Baseball
Summer Camp, honing the baseball skills
of young players ages 5 to 14. Cesar Storm
'15 served as special operations manager,
handling site set-up and managing dayto-day baseball camp operations. Each
student also spent one day a week at
Yankee Stadium.

Staff Recognition event, Finnan spoke
about Blackwell with pride and fondness.
"While her accomplishments over the
past 15 years are numerous, the one
which I believe has had the greatest
impact, and of which we should all be
proud, is the way she has incorporated
community service into the day-to-day
experiences of our student -athletes;'
Finnan said. "Today, Billie presides over
an award-winning athletic program
whose students are as accomplished in
the classroom as they are on the field:'

Mayo Honored as Sports Scholar
Senior infielder Quay Mayo was also
selected as an Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports
Scholar by Diverse: Issues In Higher
Education Magazine. The program honors
undergraduate minority students who
have exhibited athletic achievement,
academic excellence and community
activism. Mayo serves
as the Centenary
baseball team's
representative on the
Council of StudentAthletes and as a
first year leader on
campus. Mayo batted
.267 over 23 games in
2013 for the Cyclones,
scoring 11 runs and
knocking in nine.

Before applying for the positions, all four
student-athletes received helpful insights
from Centenary Baseball Head Coach
Scott Kushner.
"As a young coach I had done some similar
work for the Phillies. It's difficult. You

Cesar Storm '15, Christopher Ohlweiler '16
and Quay Mayo '14
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CLASS news & notes

•

Make Your Class Notes Stand Out!
We welcome news of interest to your classmates. In the future, notes will be edited for consistency
and space. Please help us by keeping your news brief, but take advantage of posting longer notes
on our alumni website. Photos should be high resolution; when in doubt use your camera's highest
resolution setting.
The next Class News and Notes Deadline is May 15, 2014.
Submit via e-mail: brennanc@centenarycollege.edu; fax (908) 852-3256; or mail to Alumni Office,
Centenary College, 400 Jefferson St., Hackettstown, NJ 07840.

1939

1946

Carol Olsen-Voorhees
40 Sergeantsville Road
Flemington, NJ 08822-1584
(908) 782-5373
corkyjo@netzero.net

Dorothy Latchford Lota
418 Boxcar Way
Valrico, FL 33594-6812
(813) 661-5032

1942

1947

Doris Little Osterhoudt was very sick
with the flu and is slowly recovering.
Nancy Hendee Pain was unable to
go to Turkey; too much going on in
Syria. Her next adventure was San
Diego for Christmas to spend time
with her grandson.

1950

Helen Eckhardt Sheehy
P.O . Box 987
Amagansett, NY 11930-0987
(631) 267-8984
heckhardt62@optonline.n et

Ann Messenger-Viau
260 Chatham Road
Harwich, MA 02645 -3365
(508) 432-1049

1948

1951

Georgine Hill Mendillo
80 Cedar Street, Apt. 331
Branford, CT 06405
(850) 625-3340

Naoma Muller Morgenstein
300 Plainville Avenue, G21
Unionville, CT 06085
(860) 507-6458
naomaquilts@gmail.com

Eleanor Decker McNaugher
504 Laurel Oak Drive
Valencia, PA 16059-8781
(724) 625-4299
edmjrm@consolidated.ne t

~

~

Edith Bolte Kutz
4561 Oak Tree Court
Delray Beach, FL 33445
(561) 498-4388
ediekutz@aol.com

1943

1944 70th REUNION

1949 65th REUNION

Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10-12

Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10-12

Virginia George Hook
553 Rosemont Ringoes Road
P.O. Box 93
Sergeantsville, NJ 08557-0093
(609) 397-0553

Florence Austermuhl Larson
5925 Poppy Street
La Mesa, CA 91942
(619)469-7385
Rob.Larson@gcccd.edu

1945
Barbara Wheatley Murray
89 Kensington Road
Bronxville, NY 10708-1406
(914) 337-2134
Barbara Wheatley Murray writes:
After many years we are fortunate to
hear from Clara (Chic) Corell Bolger.
She graduated from Bucknell in
1947. She has three daughters, one
a professor in Scotland and two
stateside who are graphic artists.
Chic is hoping to meet my CJC
roomie Phoebe Parry-Jones Tyler
when she goes to Britain to see her
daughter.

Clara (Chic) Corell Bolger
14 THE CENTENARIAN

Florence Austermuhl Larson writes:
It was great to see the news of
so many of our classmates in the
summer Centenarian. Rob and I
celebrated our 64th anniversary
on November 12. Debbie Ettinger
Moss and her husband, Fred, are
going to Las Vegas to celebrate their
60th anniversary. They will meet
up with family and take in some
shows and good eating. Debbie still
volunteers in the surgery area of her
hospital, plays lots of bridge and
tries to stay healthy. She is addicted
to her laptop and loves her iPad .
Audrey Henn Nawoschik's daughter
from Ohio came for a visit while Aud
was in the hospital. Aud is doing a
little bit better, has an aide to come
in and help around the house and
to take her for walks. Aud feels she
has lost her independence since she
can no longer drive; her son Ken
takes her shopping on weekends.

1952
Joan Thornton Teller
712 Willow Valley Lakes Drive
Willow Street, PA 17584
(717) 464-6954
jtrtteller@aol.com

1953
Drusie Fox Jenkins
208 Linden Ponds Way, Apt. CL 601
Hingham, MA 02043
(781) 740-1769
drusiej@verizon.net
Drusie Fox Jenkins writes: It's hard
to believe that our class recently
celebrated its 60th reunion in
Hackettstown, and while there
were few classmates able to attend,
Vangie Roby Sweitzer was able to
make the trip and had a wonderful
time there. Barb Ashworth LaMont
has moved to Seattle, Wash.,- a
huge move for her after all her years
living in Pennsylvania. Barb is living
with her daughter, Marcy, and loves
life in Seattle. Vangie also keeps in
touch with Mary Barto and Charlotte
Pugh. At our reunion weekend at
Centenary, Vangie noted so many
changes, and enjoyed the tour given
by the Office of College Relations
staff. Everyone gathered at the
David and Carol Lackland Center,

which houses the theater, radio
station, dining facilities and more.
There, all alumni present from the
Class of '63 and earlier were named
one by one, and inducted into the
new Legacy Society. Each person
received a diploma-like folder with
a certificate of membership in the
Society. The oldest alumna present
was Helen Littell Alden '39.
Dottie Baer Garner updated her
address, and now lives at 1111
Ritz Carlton Dr., #1 002, Sarasota,
FL 34236. Her e-mail address is
dottiebaer@gmail.com. On a sad
note, Bev Oetjen lmgrund wrote
recently that her husband, John,
died on August 16, 2013. We
remember meeting John at our
50th reunion -seems like only
yesterday. Our sincere condolences
to Bev. Barbara Patch Miller and
her husband retired to Hilton
Head, S.C., 26 years ago and
enjoyed a wonderful retirement
there with volunteer work, golf and
visits from their children and five
granddaughters. Barbara and Dave
were married for 57 years, and he
passed away two-and-a-half years
ago. Our sincere condolences to
Barbara. Since her loss, she has
adopted a dog, Honey, from the
Humane Society and enjoys the dog,
beach walks and friendly neighbors.
Norm and I spent three months in
Chatham, returning to Linden Ponds
mid-September. As always, we love
being there, seeing our children
and "grands" come and go from
Houston, and doing our favorite
things such as gardening, beach
walks, seeing longtime friends,
theater, Centenary College baseball
games, etc. Please send information
for future issues of the Centenarian
as you hear things, and I'll keep
notes together for the next issue. It
is so nice to keep up with Class of
'53 classmates whenever we can.

biking, skiing and all kinds of water
sports. She belongs to an indoor
pool and swims twice a week for
exercise. Her garden also keeps
her busy this time of the year and
loves picking blueberries and sugar
snap peas.

... 1954 60th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 1 0-12
Gwen Kennedy Butz
Westin lnnisbrook Resort
36750 US Highway 19 North
Palm Harbor, FL 34684
(727) 943-3772
jackbutz@aol.com

1956
Phyllis Cotter Graf
46 Dennison Road
Essex, CT 06426-1351
(860) 767-2328
ggraf2@comcast.net

Patricia Ann Williams Penn '54
passed away on June 22, 2013. She
passed peacefully at Hackettstown
Hospital after a brief illness. She
worked as a legal secretary for
many years in Sparta and Newton,
N.J. She was predeceased by
her husband, Francis Penn, and
is survived by three daughters,
seven grandchildren and six greatgrandchildren.

1957
Alice "Baynes" MacLea Hobbs
2814 Canyon Creek Drive
San Angelo, TX 76904-7004
(325) 944-3017
abhobbs75@yahoo.com

1958

1955

C. Joy Riddell
101 East McNab Road #21 0
Pompano Beach, FL 33060-9278
(954) 781-9315
joyriddell@gmail.com

Eleanor Rausch Greene
3400 SE Aster Lane, Apt. 221
Stuart, FL 34994
(772) 323-9706
lisagreene@comcast.net

... 1959 55th REUNION

Ellie Rausch Greene recently
received an e-mail from Priscilla
Morris Jamieson saying she was
sorry to read about the passing of
former classmates Carol Guerber
Messner and Cynthia Watters
Rider. Priscilla remembers going
down the dorm hall a few doors to
visit Ellie; and that she and Carol
dated fraternity brothers at Lehigh
University and had some good
times. Priscilla has settled in Oregon,
living close to Portland, and loves
the area, saying it's a great place for
outdoor activities such as hiking,

Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10-12
Ann Hufnagel Rafferty
249 Long Lane
Upper Darby, PA 19082-4020
(610) 352-9516
araffert@adphila.org
Thais McAieece Haines
1950 Hovsons Boulevard
Toms River, NJ 08753-1519
(732) 255-2772
thaishaines@gmail.com

Doll Spach Siegel
10 Hartley Farms Road
Morristown, NJ 07960-7045
(973) 236-9669
masiegel1 @comcast.net

1961

Joan Ross Jones writes: We are
having a good time planning for
Rob's Commodore's year at the
Key Largo Anglers Club. It's a
Wednesday to Sunday event and
lots of fun work. We spend a lot of
time there and it is like our second
home. All of our married children
and 10 grandchildren and some
dates will attend. This past year we
went on a wonderful cruise from
Venice to Istanbul, spending extra
days in each city. We also went to
Cappadocia and found it amazing.
I had a nice long conversation with
Nancy Rugh Mederios and we are
going to try and get together in
June of next year with Gayle Hanna
Stauffer and Nan Thompson Jaspert
when she comes East. I am seeing
more of Nan these days as it is just
a shame to live so close and not see
each other. We always have lively
conversation and a fun time together.
Our granddaughter is in her second
year at U of Florida and is a Tri Delt.
Another granddaughter is into
horses and I would love to see her
go to Centenary. We will see.

1960
Elizabeth "Betsy" Stanley Thomas
2206 Solmar Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20904
(301) 384-8104
BetsyTh ms@aol .com
Gail Sylvester Longstreth
239 Halemaumau Street
Honolulu, HI 96821-2055
(808) 373-4490
rlongstreth@hawaii .rr.com

Joyce Fierro Velzy
1253 NW Bentley Circle Apt A
Port St. Lucie, FL 34986
(772) 873-9008
joyvelz@juno.com
Joyce Fierro Velzy writes : It was nice
to hear from so many classmates
but this was "the very first time in
52 years," by her own admission
that Sally Watts Rodgers sent in
some news for our column! Thanks,
Sally! Sally writes: In September,
Nancy {Missy) Keely Bell and Judie
VanWetering Whitmore hosted a
mini-reunion at their homes in Hilton
Head, S.C., for some ladies from
the Class of' 61 . Those attending
were Mary Ellen Williams Fisher,
Lois Arvidson Sack, Nancy Heimert
Zabka, Sandy Holroyd Carboni,
Doris Nicholson Clark, Carolee Clark
Norton, Pat Ryan Wren and I. It was
wonderful to reconnect and a great
time was had by all. Nancy Heimert
Zabka also wrote about the minireunion and remarked that Missy
and Van were wonderful hosts for
a fabulous week of time together.
Nancy also shared exciting news
about her husband, Stan Zabka, and
his new, book, Razz Ma Tazz: My
Life in Music, Television and Film.
Nancy and Stan met working on
the Johnny Carson "Tonight Show"
in New York City in 1963. Nancy
writes: His life (and ours together .. .
2014 will be our 50th anniversary)
has been an amazing journey and I
enjoyed reliving it as I helped proof
and edit the book. It is available on
Amazon and has received many
wonderful reviews. I know it was the
experience I had with CCW's Radio/
TV program that gave me a step up

Centenary from a Global Perspective
International alumnus shares personal, professional experiences
In 1999/ Shunzo Horikawa 'OJ left Japan with no English skills to attend Centenary College/s Summer
Culture & Language Program. In 2003 he graduated with a B.S. degree/ the skills to enter the global
workplace- and the acquaintance of his future wife/ Rebecca Miko Horikawa '03. He shared his unique
perspective on October 24 at the School of International Programs/ Global Lecture Series.
1

Horikawa said seeing the campus again brought back many good memories/ and raved about the new
dormitories/ dining halt athletics facilities and soccer field. //The College is better than ever. Now there is
even tofu on the menu!// He credits Centenary with helping him make key decisions that would make a
real difference in his life. When Professor Cheryl Veranda advised him to take a double major including
marketing/ he said/ //it really helped me get a great job upon graduation. My best choice in life was deciding
to go to Centenary College.//
At Centenary/ Horikawa played Baseball and Soccer and served as a Resident Assistant. He now works for Japanbased global food manufacturer House Foods America and lives in Southern California.

Shunzo Horikawa

'03
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with employment at NBC and
obviously affected my life's path.
I must agree with Nancy that
my CCW education had a lot
to do with my quickly moving
out of the "steno pool" and
into working for the president
of a pharmaceutical company
after graduation since I had
that "extra" associate's training,
not just basic steno. I think
many of us would conclude
the same thing. Thanks, CCW!
After Nancy wrote about
her husband's new book, I
purchased it. What a delightful
read! I highly recommend it. Of
course, I especially loved the
part where Stan writes about
meeting, working with, falling in
love with and marrying Nancy!
A charming love story to be sure.
Hilton Head will continue to be
a rockin' place, since Sally Swan
Schwabe will also be seeing
Missy Keely Bell and Judie
VanWetering Whitmore when
they use their Marriott timeshare
in the fall. It was through our
50th CCW Reunion that Sally
discovered Van and Missy were
living there and have had lunch
the last couple of years together.
This year all three couples will
get together. Sally enjoys the
updates on our classmates in the
Centenarian, "as we all continue
to evolve and come back
around, as I have with Van and
Missy." Sally Murphy Albano and
Sally have been in touch since
CCW days and since they live
only an hour apart, get together
as often as they can.
Janet "Mouse" Mittel!
Kinasewich and Marilyn Parsons
Wortman had a great reunion

on Martha's Vineyard this past
summer. Marilyn writes: 'Mouse
was visiting with her family
and my husband, Denny, and
I joined them for dinner and
a trip down memory lane. Of
course, we haven't changed
a bit and we had a lot of fun
trying to remember all our
CCW antics and friends. Wish
you all had been here; come
visit Martha's Vineyard anytime.'
Carmi Devins Sullivan writes:
'Art and I are perfectly happy;
however, our life is filled with
the "everydayisms" of cleaning,
walking, reading, cooking and
some sewing. In other words, I
am working on becoming the
Martha Stewart of Houston.
Art is busy with newspapers,

crossword puzzles, magazine
and sports (most especially
Boston College and the Red
Sox) and walking .' Sounds
like quite a few of our lives,
Carmi! I had a very newsy
note from Mary Nash, who,
as she says, is battling the
war of the aging body ... and
the body is winning! 'I've not
been able to play golf so you
might as well take me out and
shoot me. Cervical vertebrae
through 7 have compressed
corresponding disks and bone
spurs have developed down
the vertebrae and, to make
it complete, there is arthritis
everywhere.' After having other
issues, Mary is undergoing
physical therapy. The good news
is that Mary's wish came true,
the neurosurgeon said she can
play golf again ... and she didn't
mind at all that her grandson
finally beat his Grammy; she
was happy she could play!
During the summer, Mary went
to Cooperstown, N.Y., to see her
grandson, Logan, play baseball
in the Dreams Tournament and
the highlight ... sorry Logan!
... was getting to visit the Hall
of Fame there, a thrill for me,
a longtime (Red Sox) baseball
fan .' Ann Kenarney Eschenfelder
continues her travels. She and
her husband, Paul, were on a
two-week 'working' cruise from
Rome to Dubai. Paul's retired
career is lecturing on cruise
ships. Ann writes: 'We had just
gotten off a barge trip on the
Midi Canal in France with two
other couples. No crew, just us
six people .. . what a blast! After
a 16-hour-plus non-stop flight
from Dubai to Houston, I still

have not recovered!' Ann retired
in September 2013 after over
30 years in real estate. She says
it was just too difficult to try to
work and be gone a month at
a time. 'Somehow my buyers
and sellers were not as excited
with all my trips as I am ... spoil
sports!' Polly Hare Tafrate writes:
'I'm another classmate who
loves to travel; life continues
to be good to me. Every year
a travel buddy from Chicago
and I (we met on the Amazon
River) continue to meet in Third
World countries for a few weeks
of exploration, although often
with a tour company. Each trip
we claim to be the best: China,
Egypt, India, Morocco, Vietnam,
Myanmar (Burma), Easter Island
and Santiago. This year we're
breaking our Third World rule
and going to Australia . To fill
time between trips, I continue
freelance writing, gourmet
(well, sometimes it's gourmet!)
cooking, exercise and, of course,
spending time with our seven
"grands," all of whom live within
an hour or two of us, in New
York or West Hartford, Conn.
Summer months we spend
at our lake cottage in New
Hampshire and, naturally, all the
grands come to visit. I'd love to
hear from anyone in our area of
New Hampshire or New York.
Or perhaps I'll bump into one
of you on a trip! ' Polly's e-mail is
pollytafrate@gmail.com and add
CCW to the subject line.
My very faithful classmate who
always answers my call for news,
Molly Power Balzer, shared
news of classmates who all have
been in touch since CCW. When
visiting Florida, she had lunch

Class of 1961 mini-reunion. Bottom row (L- R): Lois Arvidson Sack, Nancy
(Missy) Keely Bell and Sandy Holroyd Carboni; Back row (L - R): Sally Watts
Ro~gers, Carolee Clark Norton! M~ry Ellen Williams Fisher, Judie VanWetering
Wh1tmore, Pat Ryan Wren, Dons N1cholson Clark and Nancy Heimert Zabka .
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with Lee Fobes Ward Murphy and
her husband, Jim, who moved into a
beautiful new home in Sarasota, Fla.
During the year, Lee and Jim traveled
back to Minnesota for her son's
50th birthday. Molly also keeps in
touch with Betty Gilbert Murray, Gail
Donovan, Sue Fippin Scattergood
and Nancy Willoughby Charboneau,
who get together each year for a
mini-reunion. Betty's summer place at
the Jersey Shore was ruined by Sandy
but she has rebuilt and was there
by the end of September. Molly and
her husband were looking forward
to their annual three-week trip to
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, in October.
Janice Auer Scrabis writes she was
hit hard by Hurricane Sandy and has
spent most of last year rebuilding .
Former roommates Janice and June
Adams Salaun talk long-distance
frequently. June will be taking time
off from tennis and golf to go to
London and Paris in October; she still
has four dogs and three cats! Mary
Jean Schofield Treon had better
news about Sandy and their home
on Long Beach Island, N.J.: 'We were
very lucky that Superstorm Sandy did
not hit us. The dunes held the ocean
back, the bay is four blocks away, and
it only touched the property .. . thank
goodness. Then, this summer, the
federal government replenished the
dunes and beach with lots of sand; it
was amazing to watch. All the family
used our summer house and it was
a wonderful summer. This is the first
summer I didn't go into the water;
always wondering what might be
washing in! Thankfully, my family is
doing well.'
Judy Wisdom Quinn and her hubby
celebrated 50 years of marriage in
April this year and her sister, Jean
Wisdom Weaver '61 just celebrated
35 years ... congratulations, ladies.
To celebrate their anniversary, Jean
and her husband, Ross, took a trip
to Washington, D.C., for a few days
to visit the war memorials. They
took a tour of the Capitol building
arranged by the office oftheir local
congressman, Patrick Murphy, and a
tour of the Library of Congress. They
also visited the Korean War, Vietnam
War, World War II, Martin Luther King
Jr. and Lincoln memorials, as well as
the Washington Monument They also
went through the JFK Performing Arts
Center and the Holocaust Museum.
What an interesting and informative
trip you had, Jean. Judy and Jean
spend the cooler months on the east
coast of Florida.

It's wonderful that so many
classmates continue to keep in
touch with each other, through
18 THE CENTENARIAN
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personal communication and our
Class of 1961 column. I am sorry to
say many e-m ails sent to classmates
this time around have come back
to me undeliverable, since e-mail
addresses have changed . If you
have changed your e-mail address
in the last few months, or know of a
classmate who has, please send the
new address on to me so we can
continue to be in touch and no one
will be "lost!"

Ann Kenarney Eschenfelder

Janet Mittel! Kinasewich and Marilyn
Parsons Wortman

1962
Judi Braddock Andrews
1635 Swansea Place
Westlake Village, CA 91361
(805) 497-1268
judiand1635@yahoo.com

1963
Janice Babcock Johnson
312 E. Fiedler Road
Maple Glen, PA 19002-2714
(215) 628-3642
jjgolf@comcast.net
Jean Wellinghoff Gurnsey writes: I
grew up in Elmira, N.Y., in the Finger
Lakes region of New York. Although
my future husband, Dave, grew up
in nearby Corning, N.Y., we met
while I attended Centenary and he
attended Lafayette. We married a
couple of years after graduation and
had two beautiful children, a girl and
a boy. During our marriage, I worked
in development, or fundraising,
for several nonprofit organizations.
Dave worked his entire career for
Corning Glass.

After Dave retired, we moved to
Winter Haven, Fla., to a wonderful
home on a lake, where we enjoyed
boating and water skiing. I was
fortunate enough to have the
opportunity to volunteer at a local
nonprofit, Bok Tower Gardens, a
beautiful meditation garden, but
have since retired. Sadly, Dave
passed away in 2007, but I love
and enjoy our four grandchildren,
and have taught them to love water
sports as well.

.. 1964 50th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend ,

Jean Wellinghoff Gurnsey in Italy.

I have always kept Centenary in
my thoughts over the years, and
returned to the campus several
years ago. One of my favorite
memories of Centenary was the
small school setting and making
new friends. I do attend and enjoy
mini Centenary reunions here in
Florida.
This past October, I traveled with
the Centenary Alumni Association to
Italy and have attached a photo from
the trip. We all had a wonderful time
together enjoying the spectacular
scenery, perfect weather, the food
and the people. The Centenary
Alumni Association has tentative
plans to travel to Spain next fall
(2014), so I hope some of you will
think about going.
Joan Harkavy Gil writes: After
graduating from Centenary, I
transferred to Penn State and
received a BA in Foreign Service
and International Relations, as well
as a BA in elementary education.
I have since received a Masters in
Curriculum and Instruction.

I met my future husband, Eduardo,
while on vacation to Mexico. We
married, moved to El Paso, Texas,
and raised three daughters. We
now have a second home in Puerto
Vallarta and travel frequently to visit
our daughters and their families.

Oct. 10-12

Carolyn James Harbourt
661 Hillcrest Boulevard
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865-1444
(908) 454-8979
cbharbourt@earthlink.net

1965
Claire Kilpatrick Michlovitz
47 South Curtisville Road
Concord, NH 03301-5909
(603) 715-1298
foxpersonone@comcast.net

1966
Judith Loveman Noonan
24 River Glen Road
Wellesley, MA02181-1640
(781) 237-1483
judnoonan@aol.com

1967
Barbara Leighton Faulkner
6761 Pheasants Ridge
Hudson, OH 44236-3265
(330) 653 -6826
lauraleightondesigns@windstream.net
Mianna Schoenfelder Jopp writes :
Six Centenary alumni met for lunch
at Reynolds Tavern in Annapolis,
Md., in September. Hosts were
Carol Blankenship Davis and
Mianna Schoenfelder Jopp, Class
of 1967. Others responded to the
invitation but were unable to attend
because of conflicts. All expressed
an interested in getting together in
the future. To be put on a contact
list, contact Mianna at miannaj41 0@
comcast.net.

Back row (L- R): Carol Blankenship Davis '67, Ann Rinehart '67 and Mianna
Schoenfelder Jopp '67; Front row (L- R): Eugenia Lee '67, Allyn Bennett Luhmann
'66 and Ginny Battista Orchard '68.

1975
1968
Linda Klebe Larsen
15214 Brier Creek Drive
Haymarket, VA 20169
(703) 753-6462
lklebelarsen@comcast.net
Jean Anderson Webb
6559 Jay Miller Drive
Falls Church, VA 22041-1134
(703) 354-1725
jwebbelo@gmail.com

.., 1969 45th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10- 12
Elizabeth Braun Andreini
68 Lincoln Park
San Anselmo, CA 94960
(239) 262-3837
ebandreini@comcast.net

1970
Melinda Lord Martin
85 Windsor Road
Kensington, CT 06037
(860) 225-0461
melinda 1243@comcast.net

1971
Carol Swenson Tanzola
3009 Trout Run Road
York, PA 17402-8952
(717) 755-3172
carol@jvtanzola.com

1972
Karen Clark Blane
1885 Penshurst Drive
Collierville, TN 38017 -9107
(901) 854-4779

1973
Gayle Manning Brown
9502 Liberty Tree Lane
Vienna, VA 22182-3405
(703) 938-4169
gayle.brown@gmail.com
Cynthia Johnson Dodd
704 Burning Tree Circle
Salisbury, MD 21801 -7002
(41 0) 543-1483
cdodd53@aol.com

.., 1974 40th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10-12
Valerie Coleman Moore
6 Meyer Place #2
Pompton Plains, NJ 07444-1804
(973) 839-0148
vcolemanmoore@yahoo .com

Carolyn Holt Miksch
11 Windemere Terrace
Washington, NJ 07882
(908) 223 -7457
sunshinec@comcast.net

1976
Debra Ray Botbyl
113 Maybrook Road
Campbell Hall, NY 10916
(845) 427-5797
dbotbyl@hotmail .com

1977
Ellyn Minor
47 Aubrey Road
Upper Montclair, NJ 07043
(973) 744-7763
ellynminor@gmail.com

1978
Nand Marks Oakley
2718 Plymouth Drive
Easton, PA 18045
(610) 258-3737
njo1313@ptd.net

~

1979 35th REUNION

Dislecksia: The Movie
Centenary hosts road tour premiere
Director Harvey Hubbell V launched the national tour of his film
Dis/ecksia: The Movie at Centenary on November 8 2013. In addition to
spotlighting students/ politicians/ authors/ researchers and celebrities
with dyslexia/ Hubbell focuses on the medical side of dyslexia and
strives to educate viewers about what he prefers to call a learning
difference/ rather than a disability.
1

//It only becomes a disability if dyslexics do not learn to read as a result
of their learning difference// said Hubbell.
The film tour premiere was made possible by Dr. Linda Schwartz
Green/ Professor of Education at Centenary College and Director of
the Graduate Program/ and sponsored by the Council for Exceptional
Children at Centenary College. "We were thrilled to be able to not
only show Dislecksia: The Movie to our students and our college
community// said Dr. Green/ "but to have the director himself provide
valuable commentarf
Watch the trailer at www.dislecksiathemovie.com .

Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10-12
Susan Van Schelven Fischer
43 Princeton Avenue
Midland Park, NJ 07432
(201) 670-6735
fdsrcd@optonline.net

1980
Miriam Santowasso Cash
1731 Clock Tower Drive
West Chester, PA 19380-6473
(610) 692-0103
mimc@verizon .net

1981
Jennifer Brown MacKenzie
2 Birchwood Court
Middlesex, NJ 08846-2073
(732) 469-8808
jamdarlin2@aol.com

1982
Tracy Toole Shikada
9557 Baycliff Court
Orlando, FL 32836-5758
(407) 876-8671

1983
Erica Hontz Hoffman
568 South Chiques Road
Mannheim, PA 17545
(717) 898-8452
ejhoffman826@gmail.com

Dr. Linda Schwartz Green and director Harvey Hubbell V.
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., 1984 30th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 1 0-1 2
Mary Sue Wines Lamb
9 Strathmore Road
Freehold, NJ 07728-0061
(732) 294-0061
mswlamb@aol.com
Katherine Godlewsky Bill
74 Harmony Station Road
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865
(908) 878-7999

1985
Denise Sabasko Ciesla
6 Darby Circle West
Mt Holly, NJ 08060-3269
(609) 261-7288
dsciesla@comcast.net

1986
Laura Vitale Gambino
368 North Road
Chester, NJ 07930-2327
(908) 797-8402
ruedad3@aol.com

Alumni Travel Program to Italy. Front (L- R): Jean Welling hoff Gurnsey '63, Sheila Zelaskowski '89, Emily Hawley
Walker '1 0, Kathy Fruncillo '11, Christine Davenport Strube '09 and Donna Roth '02. (L - R): Connie Cunningham
Bookbinder '57, MaryAnn Moore '07 /09, Mally Holmes Wilkinson '57, Joanne Ashe '09, Nicole Ponticello '13,
Jamie Tevis '03, Joshua Walker '1 0 and Clay Dobosh '1 0.

Shelia Zelaskowski
545 Vath Street
Jackson, NJ 08527-5221
(908) 883-0120
zelaskowski@hotmail.com

of the tourist season; there were
fewer crowds. The Amalfi Coast is
absolutely gorgeous. Every bend
in the road presented another
breathtaking view. Our hotel in
Sorrento was top notch, and I
enjoyed waking each morning to
the view of Mt. Vesuvius. Spending
time with my aunt (Helena) was my
favorite part of the trip, followed
closely by the boat tour around
the Isle of Capri. The waves were
wild that day, but it didn't deter the
captain from giving us up-close
views of the limestone cliffs! The
most moving experience of the
trip was the half hour I sat in the
Sistine Chapel just staring at
the ceiling. I got goose bumps
to start and was moved to tears
several times. Pictures do not do
Michelangelo's work justice. You
must see his masterpiece in person
to appreciate it.

Shelia Zelaskowski writes:
Greetings, Class of 1989! I have
just returned from the Alumni
Travel Program to Italy, where 50
alumni, friends, and family toured
the Amalfi Coast, Naples, Pompeii,
the Isle of Capri and Rome. It was
a fabulous time that transformed a
busload of strangers into a group of
friends. Our tour manager, Bernie
Kelly, went above and beyond to
ensure members of our group
were well taken care of. Although
early November is both the end of
the tourist season in Southern Italy
and also the rainy season, we were
treated to beautiful weather and
lovely local people. I personally
preferred traveling toward the end

I highly recommend jumping on
the opportunity when the Office of
College Relations offers another
tour. Bring your friends, bring your
family. Several alumni did and I
think it enriched their experience!
This trip was arranged through
World Cultural Tours. Their itinerary
kept us active and engaged, but
was flexible enough that when my
aunt and I opted to wander Rome
on our own rather than stay with
the group one day, we were able
to. I enjoyed meeting alumni from
classes ranging from 1957 to 2012
and sharing stories of our times at
Centenary. I came away with the
knowledge that Centenary has
attracted students as diverse and

1987
Anne Siebecker
5 Foxhill Lane
Ringwood, NJ 07456
(973) 962-6118
amsrose@aol.com
Lori Post Kelly
40 Scott Drive
Hillsborough, NJ 08844
(908) 281-9103
ltkelly@patmedia.net

., 1989 25th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10-12
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colorful as the history of the College
itself. I'd like to take this opportunity
to give to Director of Alumni
Relations Deana Cynara huge thank
you for taking on the responsibility
of pulling this event together. I think
everyone who participated had a
great time.
On the home front, Doug and
I am still eyeball deep in home
renovations and I am thrilled to have
an indoor bathroom again after
seven months of roughing it. To
say that an outdoor bathroom was
getting old is an understatement.
(Secretly, that was my favorite part of
the Italy trip: indoor plumbing).
I have no other classmate news to
report in this issue but I'd like to
encourage you all to contact me
with any news you'd like to share.
Special milestones, your trip of a
lifetime, promotions, and further
education are a few events that
come to my mind . If you don't want
to write, just send pictures! I'll be
sure it makes the next issue. In the
meantime, I'd like to wish you all
Happy Holidays! May your homes
be filled with the light and the love
of the season .

1990
Anna Guzzi-Camooso
1715 Marconi Road
Wall Township, NJ 07719-3919
(732) 280-9072
acamooso@yahoo.com

1991
Justine Steinfeld-Mahon
918 Old School House Road
Newton, NJ 07860-4012
(908) 874-5046
jm1991 cc@yahoo.com

1992
Kristen McKitish
10 Quail Run
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
(908) 240-6837
mckitishk@centenarycollege.edu

., 1994 20th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10-12
Michelle Brennan Abbate
5 Windy Bush Lane
Sparta, NJ 07871
(973) 729-81 07
mcbrenn@hotmail.com

1995
Heather Bush Loven
216 Carentan Road
Hopatcong, NJ 07843-1801
(973) 398-0691
missmerlot1 @yahoo.com

Sheila Zelaskowski '89 with her aunt
on the Isle of Capri, Italy.

1996

.. 2004 1Oth REUNION

2011

Jennifer Cassini
194 Free Union Road
Great M eadows, NJ 078 38-2333
(908) 637-8658
cassini@goes.com

Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 1 0-12

Heather Podmayersky Gilmartin
was married on September
13, 2013, to Thomas Gilmartin
at Woodland Chapel at the
Stroudsmoor Country Inn, Pa.,
officiated by the Rev. Donald
Gebhard . A fabulous reception
followed at Woodsgate at
Stroudsmoor. The newlyweds
honeymooned in Cape May, N.J .

1997
Margaret "Peggy" Gibbs Guay
844 Route 28 Apt. SA
South Yarmouth, MA 02664-5264
(508) 398-2505
marbleandtoast@yahoo.com

1998
Merrilee McMurray
34031 Corktree Road
Lake Elsinore, CA 92532-2959
(909) 243-3323
merrilee.m@hotmail.com

.. 1999 15th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 1 0-12
Laura A. Orbine
132 Tumble ldell Road
Frenchtown, NJ 08825
(908) 996-7196
lorbine@hotmail .com

2000
Coleen Trentacosta
215 North 22nd Street
Kenilworth, NJ 07033
(908) 276-5613
Yingyang252000@yahoo.com

2001
Julia Kimball
23 Bayberry Lane
South Burlington, VT 05403
(802) 951-1646
julia k@howardcenter.org

2002
Megan Kriger Bailie
12299 Sullivan Street
Surrey, BC V4A 3B7 Canada
(604) 866-3487
megankriger@yahoo.com
Jenelle Woodrup
P.O . 2606
Clifton, NJ 07015
jenellewoodrup@hotmail.com

2003
Frances Hoare Licciardiello
935 Anderson Road
Port Murray, NJ 07865
(908) 835 -0451
presidentfrances@gma il.com

Natasha "Tasha" McMaster
P.O. Box 87
Allamuchy, NJ 07820
cha chagirl333@msn.com

2005
Jillian D'Aiessio
418 W . Washington Street
Slatington, PA 18080-1748
(908) 727-3266
Jillybeans82@yahoo.com

2006
Alicia Miller
5 Red Maple Road
New Egypt, NJ 08533
(609) 758-0664
aamiller9@aol. com

2007
Shelly Nice writes: Just wanted
to write since I noticed the 2007
column was missing information
from graduates. As a Ph .D. student
at Trident University, thanks to Dr.
Deirdre Letson's encouragement so
many years ago, I just successfully
defended my prospectus and have
begun the final research stage. In
addition, after successfully selfpublishing over 50 novels, novellas,
and serial books (nom de plume:
Sarah Pri ce), many of which were
on Amazon's Top 100 Bestselling
List, I was approached by a major
Christian publisher and signed a
four book contract to re-tell Jane
Austen's books from the perspective
of an Amish setting . Additionally, I'm
a full-time marketing professor at
Berkeley College in New York City
as well as thei r Director for Center of
Excellence in Teaching in Learn ing.
Finally, I still reside in Morristown
with my two children, husband
and menagerie of animals, which
includes my pet pig and a zebra! As
always, life is a zoo!

.. 2009 5th REUNION
Hope to see you at Family and
Alumni Weekend, Oct. 10-12

2010
Michelle Hill
43 Brunswick Avenue
Lambertville, NJ 08530
(856) 305-2512
MsHill@msn .com
Corinne Dier Pilote was married
on August 31,2013, to her high
school sweetheart of over 10 years,
Michael Pilote, at Saint Jude Church
in Blairstown, N.J . The ceremony
was followed by a beautiful
reception at the Conservatory in
Augusta, N.J. The couple spent the
following week on a much-needed
honeymoon in Great Exuma,
Bahamas, where they snorkeled,
wined and dined before returning
to reality.

Heather Podmayersky Gilmartin with
husband Thomas Gilmartin.

2012
Monica E. Brinson
3050 Edwin Avenue Un it 1 H
Fort Lee, NJ 07024
(201 )394-2420
Monbri201 @aol.com
www.linkedin .com/pub/ monicabrinson-mba/ 48/987/ 689/

2008
Megan Lindsay Lopes
121 Dawson Crescent
Seaford, VA 23696-2505
mlindsy@gmail.com
Megan Lindsay Lopes writes: We
welcomed our son on February 19,
2013, at 12:58 p.m. His name is
Leonard Santino Lopes and we call
him Santino.

Correction
In the Summer 2013 issue of The Centenarian, the name of President's Circle
Founder Elissa Robison Prout '54 was spelled incorrectly. We regret the error.

Class of 2010: Corinne Dier Pilote with husband Mike Pilote.
THE CENTENARIAN
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CLASS

news & notes

Eight-Day Tour Includes:
• Roundtrip Airfare
• Six Nights Accommodations
• Tour Manager Throughout
• Luxury Motor Coach
• Breakfast Daily
• Welcome Dinner
• Two Additional Dinners
• Farewell Dinner
• Sightseeing per Itinerary
• Seine River Cruise
• Gratuities
• Air Taxes up to $500
$2,999 P/P Obi. Occ. (plus air taxes exceeding
$500, pending air confirmation)
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Alumni Association
Looks to Welcome New Members
The members of the
Alumni Association
Executive Board as of
February 2014 are:
President:
Jacque Banks '04/06
1st Vice President:
Elizabeth "Blake" Downey '71
Secretary:
Angela Rod riquez Moore '90
Treasurer:
Erica Hontz Hoffman '83
Members of the Alumni Association Executive Board gather for a meeting.

Nominating Chair:

The Alumni Association Executive Board (AAEB) has
kept quite busy over the past year, and, with several
fundraising and outreach projects on the calendar,
the coming year looks to be even more exciting and
productive.
At the annual Scholarship Gala, the silent auction is
the anchor fundraising event for the AAEB, and has
raised over $30,000 to date. Additional events and
projects include an Easter breakfast and egg hunt, an
Alumni Welcome, a casino/shopping bus trip, a pin
program and a Friendly's night, from which the AAEB

"As an individual, you have to
be someone who's willing to
do service."
-Vita Romanell i-Yaung '78/80
will receive a portion of a particular night's sales.
While the AAEB funds several projects, its priority is
maintaining its scholarship fund; it awards $500 each to
two students, one traditional and one non-traditional,
per year.
Vita Romanelli-Young '78/80, AAEB Past President,
describes involvement with the AAEB as an
opportunity to give back to the College. "We have such
good memories of our college and we want to come
back and want others to have that same experience;' she

said. ''As an individual, you have to be someone who's
willing to do service:'
"We're trying to get people to be more socially engaged,
to want to come back to campus more often and to
get involved;' she explained. As part of this effort, the
AAEB recently began implementing a birthday program
in which current students are invited to stop by the
AAEB's table during their birthday month for a meetand-greet experience.
Audrey Hines Bonaparte-Watts '78, Alumni
Trustee and President's Circle Member, explained the
importance of the birthday program from a big-picture
perspective. "I always see students as alumni-intraining;' she said. "They should know they are part of
something very special, for a lifetime, from right when
they come in the door:'
The AAEB currently seeks 11 Members-at-Large,
to bring their total to 25. Alumni from all years are
encouraged to join. The organization is particularly
interested in welcoming a member from a class in the
1960s, a decade not currently represented on the Board.

Chris Linne '02/04
Trustee:
Audrey Hines Bonaparte-Watts '78
Past President: ·
Vita Romanelli-Yaung '78/80
Members-at-large:
Monica Brinson '12
Monique T. Brodie '06
Ch ris Demarest '02
Angie Desai '07
Marie Scocca-Draghi '82
Victoria Floriani '1 0
Ann Manno Greszczak '75/77
Jamanda Hightower '09/11
Ginny George Hook '44
Michael Iris '07
Josie Muench '01/07
Leah MarieThorn 'OS

Join Us!
If you're interested in becoming an MEB
Member-at-Large, please contact the Office of
Alumn i Relations at (908) 852-1400, ext. 2167,
or e-mail alumni@centenarycollege.edu.

Bryan Watkinson '07
Student Representatives:
Sammie Davis '14
Paige Norman '14
Courtney Pyatt '14
Shawnee Smith '14
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Centenarian VOICES

Subjed: New Job!
Jon Lewis is the Broadcast Manager at
Centenary College.

Today is where
a different
tomorrow begins

Olivia Fiumara '13 received her

Bachelor of Arts degree from Centenary
in Spring 2013.
From: Fiumara, Olivia
To : Lewis, Jon
Subject: New Job
Hey Prof. Lewis,
I hope your summer is going well
and you're listening to a lot of Bruce
Springsteen . I just wanted to update you
on my career status.
I was just hired by Dial Global in New
York City on 42nd Street! The company
is a radio programming syndicate that
provides programming and advertising
for all the local NY/NJ radio stations . I'm
very excited about my new entry level
position as a production assistant.

I just wanted to take this time to
thank you for all of your help and
encouragement during my time at
Centenary College.
I can't thank you enough.

Maximize

your potential
Contact Career Services
Visit the office, located in th e Edward W.
Seay Building above the Campus Store, or
contact Tiffany Zappulla , Director of Career
Development, at (908) 852-1400, ext. 2363,
or zappullat@centenarycollege.edu .

centenarycollege.edu/careercenter

Jennifer Farrington is the Director of
Social investing at BD (Beeton Dickinson
and Company), sponsors of the
BD Scholarship.
The following excerpts come from a
scholarship thank-you note.
Dear Ms. Farrington,

Thank you from the bottom of my heart
for the BD Scholarship.
I can attest firsthand that a financial
investment in my education means the
world to both me and my family .. . your
generous investment in my education
represents the values I cherish and
respect and I plan to make you proud
of your investment not just one day, but
today, here and now, because today is
where a different tomorrow begins.
At the age of 5 years old I was diagnosed
with Asperger's Syndrome, a very high
functioning form on the autistic spectrum .
As early as three years ago my mother
and I were uncertain as to whether or not I
would complete college and continue on
to graduate school due to complications
with my disability; however I am here
today to tell you that no excuse will hold
me back from achieving my full potential
in this lifetime.
I attend Centenary College in
Hackettstown, New Jersey, where I am a
senior majoring in psychology. I aspire to
be a school psychologist working at the
high school level and currently work as a
substitute teacher at my old high school
alma mater.

Centenary College has been such a
wonderful experience and challenge
for me as a student with some of the
best professors in my field of study.
The small class sizes and campus have
done wonders for me.
Thanks to you .. . my dream of truly
learning in college will be much easier
to attain. From my heart to your heart,
thank you!
Sincerely,

Robert A. Mehan
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Career Services
is Here for Alumni
Centenary graduates are always
welcome to return and work with our
Career Services Team at no charge.
Career counseling, workshops and
seminars, job search training, resume
review and many more expert services
are available to help our alumni
maximize their professional potential.
During one such visit, Valerie Turker '11
ran into Centenary College President
Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite, and
wrote to tell us about it.
Dear President Lewthwaite:
On August 8, I had a chance meeting
with you on the front steps of the Seay
Building . I wanted to thank you for taking
time out of your understandably busy
schedule to chat with me.

A little over eight years ago, I was
a newly widowed mom to two
youngsters, pondering "what now?"
My next move included enrolling full
time at Centenary and finishing my
education. The support I received
and the camaraderie offered by
faculty (especially Dr. Pratschler, Prof.
Congdon, and Dr. Frey), staff, and
students is something I will always
remember and hope to someday
return. With your recommendation, I will
be writing to the Education Department
to extend my heartfelt thanks for helping
me take the first of many challengfng
steps. I do not think many of them know
of my circumstances.
I would be remiss in not mentioning that
the reason for my visit was to meet with
Tiffany Zappulla in Career Services. Again,
thank you for taking that brief moment to
chat with me. I wish you all the best.
Sincerely,

CENTENARY COLLEGE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

In Memoriam

Arden Davis Melick '60/01 HA,

Chairman
Kenneth "Lee" Hahn,

1st Vice Chairman
Dorothy Hunt Allebach '43

8/24/13

Sara Larson Lutz '51

John David Babington

10/5/13

Margaret Brunn MacMurray '37

Mary Smith Barth '58

11/8/10

Jean Ritsert Morris '57

11/8/13

Norman Worth '12 HA,

10/28/13

2nd Vice Chairman

12/1/2013

Carolyn Longshore Bridgewater '41 7/19/13

Carolyn Bryn O'Rourke '84

9/4/13

Barbara Hughes Campbell'49

Janet Chaisson Ostrom '01

8/1/13

Emily Libe Carter '59
Clare Goldberg Cole '45

/28/13
7/10/13
7/8/08

Donna Papa '94
Eileen Voges Ritchie '59

1/2/13
6/9/05

Margie Cordes '42

8/20/13

Mary Whiting Ryan '55

Yetta Kroneneberg Draper '49

8/30/13

Jeanne O'Connor Saunders '67

Diana Leahy Gentles '51

7/30/13

Thomas Sawran '84

Barbara von Broock Greer '51
Eleanor Mills Grinnell'43
Joanne Day Grymes '50

5/9/12
6/12/13
10/21/13

9/12/11

2/18/13

Christopher Treanor,

3rd Vice Chairman
Lucinda Thomas Embersits '59,

Secretary
Alan J. Shaw '11 HA,

Treasurer
Ellen Banks '93
Susan F. Bateman, Esq.
Audrey Bonaparte-Watts '78

10/10/13

Dr. Stanley Caine

Nancy Smith Schwart '67

7/12/12

Michael T. Catapano '92

Patricia Tucker Smedley '61

4/12/13

Jason C. Coe

Edith Winter Sperber '50

Ellenmarie Hazell Hazell '70

7/25/07

Sandra Grant Stahr '62

Nancy Davis Helmer '69

9/23/13

Elinor Heydecke Stephens '41

10/20/12
6/4/11
11/18/13

Dorothy Keegan Hines Robey '49

5/8/11

Phyllis Springman Stoeckler '60

12/2/13

Dorothy Osha Kallusch '45

7/4/12

Carol Webster Stogner '54

9/26113

David D. Dallas
Tilly-Jo Emerson
The Rev. Dr. Frank Fowler, Ill
Wolfgang Gstattenbauer '84/13 HA
Michael Halpin
David W. Johnson

Millwood Lambert Kelley '37

10/1/13

Ann Coleman Taylor '63

Sharon Rice King '57

4/26/13

Mary Lyle Vanderway '46

8/14/13

The Hon. Michael B. Lavery, Esq.

Mary La Rue Leonard-Eginton '42

8/14/13

Patricia Ann Williams Penn '54

6/22/13

Rochelle Makela-Goodman '97

1/2/13

Raymond Nisivoccia

John David Babington, 1922-2013
Accomplished actor, Centenary drama teacher
and director John David Babington died at
home in Washington, Conn., on October 5,
2013, at the age of 91. Born in 1922 in Sault
Ste. Marie, Mich., John's passion for the theater
started while he was in the eighth grade, when
he appeared as a court jester in the play "The
Princess Who Couldn't Dance."
HE:! attended the University of Michigan,
appearing in a number of plays. Despite being
blind in his left eye, he was drafted into the
U.S. Army in 1943 and served domestically
and in the Philippines.
Returning to the University of Michigan in
the fall of 1946, he met his future wife, Nancy

Dr. Joann La Perla-Morales

Denis Hennessy O'Rourke
Webb, when they both appeared in the play
"Both Your Houses."
He earned a Master of Fine Arts degree at
(Case) Western Reserve University. From late
1961 until1971 and then again from 1973
until 1975, he taught theater and directed
plays at Centenary College. He was very
proud of the young women who attended and
graduated from Centenary, who then went on
to have success in the theater. After many years
promoting a love of theater, John last acted,
as the villain, in the play "Return of the Maniac"
at Centenary in January 1982. His survivors
include his wife, Nancy, son David, daughter
Katherine Babington Molina, son-in-law Pablo
Molina, nephews and a grand-nephew.

Jim Salerno
Bishop Dr. John R. Schol
M. Alden Siegel
Orin R. Smith '91 HA
James D. Stryker
Linda Van Winkle Watkins '62
Valerie A. Wilson '62

PRESIDENT
Dr. Barbara-Jayne Lewthwaite

TRUSTEES EMERITI
Dr. Hae-Jong Kim
David A. Lackland '1 0 HA
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