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LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT
A transformation is underway at Centenary College. Thanks to the
generosity of alumni and friends, Centenary is delivering on its
promise and evolving into a national model for personalized education,
a place where students stand at the center of learning experiences,
supported by faculty and staff, dedicated to their success.
Centenary today is an institution distinguished by its strong liberal
arts foundation, cutting-edge professional programs, technological
advances and deep commitment to community. The Campaign for
Centenary College will help to make all of this possible. Students who
live the Centenary Experience are prepared for the challenges of
leadership and service, empowered to succeed in their chosen
professions, and inspired to fulfill their promise as individuals and
citizens in a global community.
This issue of The Centenarian takes you inside Centenary to see this
transformation in action. Read about the College's innovative education department which not only prepares teachers for today's complex
classrooms, but stays with graduates throughout their careers through professional development programs and
on-site learning opportunities. Learn about the latest plans for state-of-the-art facilities to support Centenary's
mission, and be inspired by the 130 Centenary students, faculty and staff who gave up their winter breaks to
bring hammers and hope to those devastated by Hurricane Katrina.

It is clear that when Centenary delivers on its promise, students reach their potential, becoming life-long learners
and compassionate leaders who make a difference in New Jersey, the nation and the world.

Sincerely,

Kenneth L. Hoyt
President, Centenary College
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help them enhance their education and career opportunities in
our flexible learning environment," said Dr. Bryon Grigsby,
Vice President for Strategic
Implementation and
Professional Programs at
Centenary.
Centenary began offering
programs through the Adult
Learning Focused Institution
during the Spring 2006
semester. All of the College's
11 graduate programs and
all on-line and accelerated
programs on both the undergraduate and graduate levels
are available through ALFI.

Cente~ary will offer more opportunities for adult learning as a member of the
Council for Adults and Experiential Learning.

Centenary Joins the
Adult Learning Focused
Institution Initiative
Centenary College is bringing
education to busy adult workers
and professionals through an
initiative with the Council for
Adult and Experiential Learning
(CAEL) and its provider network, the Adult Learning
Focused Institution (ALFI).
Since joining the CAEL
provider network last fall,
Centenary is able to contract
with Fortune 500 companies
and provide employees with
accelerated on-line and onground programs.
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CAEL is a national non-profit
provider of corporate learning
whose mission is to expand
learning opportunities for
adults, including tuition assistance management services and
career/ educational coaching.
Through ALFI, it helps colleges
and universities improve learning opportunities for working
adults and the employers who
support their education.
"Joining CAEL as a featured
provider is exciting for
Centenary. By entering into this
partnership with CAEL and
ALFI, we are able to reach an
increasing number of busy
corporate adult professionals to

Centenary Holds First
Winter Commencement
Over 100 students graduated
January 21, 2006 at the first
winter commencement in
Centenary College's 139-year
history. The January commencement ceremony was held in the
John M. Reeves Student
Recreation Center, with New
Jersey State Senator and Mayor
of Bayonne Joseph V. Doria Jr.,
serving as the commencement
speaker. Growing enrollment
was the reason cited for the
January commencement,
which allows graduates a timely
opportunity to celebrate their
accomplishments as well as continued individual recognition at
graduation.

NEWS FROM CENTENARY COLLEGE

Founders Hall
Ground breaking
More Centenary students will
get their first taste of the "real
world" now that the College has
officially broken ground on
Founders Hall. The apartment
style residence hall is a part of a
master plan for campus projects
and enhancements developed to
keep pace with Centenary
College's dramatic rise in
enrollment. The residence is
named to honor the College's
founders, including ten citizens
from Hackettstown, who in
1867, donated $10,000 and ten
acres of land to create the school
that would become Centenary
College.

Centenary College President Dr.
Kenneth L. Hoyt and commencement
speaker Joseph V. Doria, Jr., New
Jersey State Senator and Mayor of
Bayonne.

Mayor Doria declared the graduating class future leaders of the
21st Century and urged them to
take a proactive course in life.
"Be involved. Be a part of the
community. Regardless of your
calling or chosen profession, you
need to enthusiastically be a part
of it." Mayor Doria, who was a
guest lecturer at Centenary
during the Fall 2005 semester,
received an honorary doctorate
in humane letters.

"Founders Hall is not only a residence hall, it is a symbol of
progress in the expansion and
growth of Centenary College,"
said Michael Littlejohn, a sophomore and political science
major, at the groundbreaking

ceremony on October 5, 2005.
"Our campus is not talking
about the need for new buildings, it is actually being done.
You can see the effort and work
of our expansion throughout the
entire campus."
Littlejohn lives in another apartment-style residence on campus,
which opened in 2003. "It made
me very independent," he added.
"I had to go shopping on my
own without the advice of my
parents telling me what to get
and what not to get. It is preparation for when I decide to live
on my own."
The three-story facility is expected to open in Fall 2006, and
will house 124 students in 31
modern suites. Plans for each
suite include a kitchen and
dining area, a living room, four
private bedrooms and two
bathrooms.

Degree recipients included
undergraduate and graduate
students from Centenary's main
campus in Hackettstown, the
Center for Adult and Professional
Studies satellite learning
centers in Parsippany, Iselin and
Hackettstown and Humber
College in Canada, which has an
articulation agreement with
Centenary. Ten students who
completed coursework in China
also received MBA degrees.
Centenary held a groundbreaking ceremony on October 5, 2005 for Founders Hall,
an apartment style residence expected to open this fall.
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DELIVERING ON
THE PROMISE
entenary College is delivering on its promise,
embarking on a bold path to set new standards in
higher education, and taking its place as a new kind
of American college. The Campaign for Centenary
College will secure Centenary's legacy as an
institution where students stand at the center of
learning experiences, supported by faculty and staff,
dedicated to their success.
In January, Centenary's faculty and staff members refined a strategic
plan which raises the bar for personalized learning by encouraging
students to practice in true learning, service leadership, a valuescentered life and global citizenship.
Implementing this strategic plan, along with technology initiatives
and workforce
development,
Centenary is embarking
requires enhancing
on a bold path and
the physical
environment
becoming a new kind of
and providing
American college.
resources
that support
Centenary's growing academic and co-curricular programs.
VirginiaN. Littell, chairman of The Campaign for Centenary College
believes the objectives of the $33.6 million campaign are ambitious
and far-reaching.

for-C~enar.y_

The Campaign
College 1s a campaign to
transform lives. Pictured left_are a few of Centenary's
scholarship recipients.
Clockwise, starting at left:
Ethan Smock! senior
-Emanuel Mcbonald~..j . · - _
:W:Osei Gm9,-junior . - - -

---- - -

"Centenary is New Jersey's fastest growing college, and is situated in
the fastest growing part of the State. We need to provide a quality
education for the people who live in the area and the increasing number of students choosing Centenary College," said Littell. "Facilities
play a crucial part in achieving that goal. Students need many things an on-campus living experience, a gymnasium, places to socialize and
gather - all of the wonderful things young people want to do while
they are learning. It is normal to want those things and we need to be
able to offer state-of-the-art facilities. "

Jennifer Conklin, junior_ _-.
- - - - -Atexis Mann,..sophomore
·
Jazmin Brown, sophomore ·
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to accommodate Centenary's growing and diverse
student body.
As the only four-year institution granting undergraduate and graduate degrees in northwest New Jersey,
Littell says the campaign will have a positive impact
on the region as well. Adding two floors to the
existing Littell Technology Center, for instance, will
create much-needed classrooms and technology labs
for math, science and teacher training programs,
and also provide greater opportunities for distance
learning, and professional development for teachers
in the four county area.

Centenary is setting new standards with a strategic
plan that encourages students to engage in true learning,
service leadership, a values-centered life and global
citizenship.

Plans call for renovation and expansion of the current
John M. Reeves Student Center into a multi-purpose
athletic and recreational space, construction of the
David and Carol Lackland Center, an expansion of
the Robert E. and VirginiaN. Littell Technology
Center, and the creation of additional residence halls

''Today, everyone works and time is very precious,"
said Littell. "We need to eliminate barriers to learning
and take education to the learner. Whether it is
helping someone enhance their work performance or

//Students at Centenary are very
focused on preparing for
careers and the future. At the
same time there is a strong
commitment to community."

Q: Do you recall your first
impressions of Centenary?

Dr. Kenneth L. Hoyt, 11th president
of Centenary College, reflects on his
first impressions and long-term
vision for Centenary College.
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I recall my first impressions quite
vividly. I often tell parents and
prospective students to visit a
college, and when they feel like
they are at home, they have
found the right institution to
attend. I had a similar type of
experience with Centenary, and
it really centered on the faculty
and staff and the kind of environment they create for the students. It is very confirming.
From there, I began to look
more closely at Centenary, and
saw an institution that was

focused and intentional about its
direction and strategic planning.
I could see a platform of
appropriate decisions that
allowed us to build on and grow
the institution's enrollment
111 o/o since 1999.
Q: What are the academic
influences that have

shaped your presidency?
When I was a graduate student, I
studied the works of Ernest
Boyer at the Carnegie
Foundation. I was intrigued by
his vision ofThe New American
College for higher education and

Redefining the Role

providing courses over the Internet, Centenary is
using technology to further education in very
meaningful ways."

The Campaign for Centenary College requires vision
and generosity from alumni and friends, says Littell,
who with her husband, New Jersey State Senator
Robert E. Littell, a trustee of the College, are active
supporters of Centenary. Their commitment and
leadership made construction of the Littell Technology
Center possible in 2000. Littell believes that the sheer
number of students choosing to attend Centenary,
and their deep level of engagement to studentcentered learning and community, is inspiring.
"Students at Centenary are very focused on preparing
for careers and the future," Littell noted. "At the same
time there is a strong commitment to community. I
think people will find that the Centenary student
body is very generous in giving back to the community, and for that I am really proud."
Jenna Rossi and Natala Guillaume say personalized
education played a big role in their decision to enroll
at Centenary. "I feel lucky to be here," said Rossi, a
freshman and recipient of a leadership scholarship. "I
chose Centenary College because it is a smaller school.

Marcia Swigart
Hoyt, Esq.

Attorney. General Counsel for
Centenary College. Wife of Centenary
College President Dr. Kenneth L. Hoyt.
Most days are 28 hours long for Marcia
Swigart Hoyt, Esq., who like many
accomplished, professional women, is

redefining what it means to be a presidential spouse.
In her role as General Counsel, Ms. Swigart Hoyt
represents Centenary on a variety of matters including
facilitating relations with the town, managing the legal
aspects of The Campaign for Centenary College, and
providing counsel on a vast range of issues encountered
by a growing institution.
"Centenary is proud to have Marcia Swigart Hoyt on
campus," said Harris F. Smith, chairman of the Centenary
College Board ofTrustees. "Presidential spouses have always
been important at the College. Marcia has redefined this
traditional role. As a woman with an accomplished legal
career, she has brought her skills to Centenary and has
made important contributions to the institution."
Of course it is not all business for the Hoyts. The couple
enjoys dropping in for meals with students on campus,
and cheering the Cyclones on at sporting events. Through
the Centenary First Year Experience dinners, they have
also hosted over 400 students in their home.
I

Dr. Kenneth L. Hoyt
its need to become more adaptable. At my inauguration I quoted the Centenary mission statement: "Centenary College is
committed to a quality liberal
arts and career studies education,
with a substantial international
dimension to engage students in
learning and prepare them for
satisfying careers, successful lives,
community service, and lifelong
intellectual pursuits."
Centenary's mission statement
embodies many of the concepts
articulated by Boyer. At its core,
this model of education is a purposeful integration of applied lib-

eral arts and career studies with
lifelong value. It is a personalized
education that prepares graduates
to succeed in a globally competitive, technologically advanced
world, but also fosters a deep
sense of community and service.
Q: Are college students
today different from those
of 20 years ago?

They are, from a number of perspectives. Who is going to college now and how they are learning is changing rather dramatically. It used to be you went to
college from the ages of 18-22
and then went to work for the

rest of your life. Over the next
20-25 years, the largest wave of
people entering higher education
will be age 35 years or older, and
so helping people to be life-long
learners is very important. Today,
colleges have a mixture of fulltime and part-time students, and
with technological advances, people can access education any
time, anywhere. Colleges today
need to be open seven days a
week, 24 hours a day.
Continued on next page
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The Campaign for Centenary
College requires the vision
and generosity of alumni and
friends who recognize the
power of student-centered
learning to transform lives.
Everyone is very friendly and the professors are always
willing to give you as much as you need. Whenever
I need help my professors are willing to be there
for me."
Guillaume, a junior majoring in fashion design,
agreed. Career-oriented studies and a Centenary connection landed her an internship with a swimwear
designer, and she feels confident about her future.
"Centenary is my support system," explained
Guillaume. "I know that I'll leave here and the
College will support me and help me to succeed. I
also know that I can come back if I need a boost and
Centenary will be there for me."
Other friends have also recognized the importance of

I

Centenary delivers on the promise by investing in
advanced technology to enhance learning experiences
and ensure that students with different learning styles
achieve success.

the Campaign and its power to transform lives.
This spring, Centenary will begin renovation and
expansion of the current John M. Reeves Student

One-on-One with Centenary College President Dr. Kenneth L. Hoyt (continued)
Q: How has technology
changed Centenary?

Centenary has done a superb job
installing technology for the
right reasons. Many institutions
have invested millions in technology, but it is often about
technology for technology's sake.
At Centenary, we believe that
technology can assist students
with different learning styles to
be successful.
Q: How is Centenary

emerging as a
national leader in
higher education?
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Higher education has a history
of measuring itself on input such as the number of books in
the library or the size of the
endowment. For decades, that
was the gold standard. In the last
10 or 15 years, however, the
focus has shifted to measuring
what students know and what
they are able to do when they
graduate. The Council of
Independent Colleges and the
Rand Corporation selected
Centenary to be one of 20 colleges to participate in a pilot
study for the Collegiate Learning
Assessment, which evaluates

academic progress and the skills
students need to succeed. It is
just one example of where
Centenary is at the forefront
of this movement.
Q: Where do you see
Centenary ten years
from now?
In the next decade, I anticipate
that Centenary will be serving
3,000 students at the
Hackettstown campus, with the
potential to serve 2,000-3,000
non-traditional students at satellite learning centers or online.
Today, our student population is
2,500 so we're poised for

Recreation Center. This effort is made possible
through a $1 million challenge grant from the
Reeves Foundation. "We have been a supporter of
Centenary College for a very long time," said
]. E. Reeves, Jr., president and treasurer of the
Foundation. "The contributions Centenary
makes to the northwestern portion of New Jersey
are significant, and we wanted to be involved in
its growth."
As part of their estate plans, Yvonne Falkner
Canfield '55 and her mother, Thelma Falkner, also
directed a generous gift to The Campaign for
Centenary College to the Reeves Student Recreation
Center project. The new gymnasium will be named
The Falkner Family Gymnasium in their honor.
Littell believes that sharing the story of Centenary's
remarkable transformation over the last decade will
inspire others to be a part of its future. She credits
Centenary College President Dr. Kenneth L. Hoyt
with creating a clear and compelling vision for the
institution. "Dr. Hoyt has a vision for Centenary
and brings a wonderful energy and enthusiasm to
that vision. He is able to tell the story and tell it
well," said Littell. "We are happy to be along for
the ride."

tr_emendous growth. New Jersey
is a state that demands an
educated workforce, and I think
Centenary has an important
role to play.
We have also set some ambitious
plans for state-of-the-art facilities, and are focused on a strategic plan that puts the student at
the center of teaching and
learning. It is a remarkable time
of transformation for this
institution, and I think
Centenary is well on its way
to becoming recognized as one
of the top 50 New American
Colleges in the country.

The Lackland Legacy
When Carol Burgess Lackland '54
finished her freshman year at
Centenary College she discovered her
scholarship funds were nearly depleted.
"I worked that summer and saved all
Centenary
that I could, but I was short $500,
benefactors
more money than I could ever imagCarol and David
Lackland
ine," recalled Carol. An anonymous
benefactor came forward with a scholarship that allowed
Carol to complete her studies.
Recognizing the act of generosity that transformed her life,
Carol and her husband David have made an extraordinary
financial commitment to The Campaign for Centenary
College. "It was the opportunity to give back that we had
been looking for," said David. "We are proud to be able to
participate in the College's future."
The David and Carol Lackland Center will be the heart of
Centenary College's Hackettstown campus- enriching
student life and bringing new cultural opportunities to the
regwn.
The two-story facility is the most ambitious addition to
campus in over 100 years. It will enhance Centenary
College's student life by providing a new dining hall, book
store, and meeting rooms and informal lounges to host
organizations and co-curricular activities that enrich the
Centenary Experience.
It will also provide the necessary amenities and state-ofthe-art technology required to lift Centenary's successful
communications and theatre programs to greater levels of
excellence. Highlights include: a Performing Arts Center
featuring a 500-seat theatre, a black-box theatre, a scene shop,
costume shop and dressing rooms; a Communications Wing
for Centenary's radio and television stations; as well as space
for dining, socializing and co-curricular activities. The
Lackland Center will also serve as a cultural resource, bringing
innovative artistic programs and entertainment to the region.

Carol and David are challenging members of the Centenary
community to join them in making this vision a reality.
Through an·$8 million gift, the Lacklands will match all
other gifts ,up to that amount made to the Center.
"Today, we better understand my anonymous benefactor's
motivation: wanting to make a difference," said Carol.
"Our gift to Centenary both honors that donor's spirit and
enriches our own."
The Centenarian 9
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CENTEN ARY STUDENTS
HELP KATRINA SURVIVORS
he buses moved swiftly along the open highway, the landscape
gradually becoming greener as they headed farther south. The
college students aboard, all on winter break, were escaping the
East Coast's cold climate for ten days of warmer weather.
But these Centenary students were not bound for the sunny
beaches of Florida. They, along with a cadre of faculty members, administrators and parents, had volunteered to help
residents of New Orleans rebuild their homes and their lives
after the devastation wrought by Hurricane Katrina last summer.
The 130 Centenary volunteers visited the battered Gulf Coast in early January as
part of a volunteer effort directed by the United Methodist Committee on Relief
Members of another United Methodist institution in New Jersey, Drew University,
joined the Centenarians in their rebuilding efforts. Combined, it was the largest
volunteer group to offer aid to the stricken area. As they traveled deeper into the
South, the good-natured banter of students anticipating a new adventure charged
the air. Then they reached Mississippi and the first signs of hurricane damage. The
students fell silent, awed by the sheer destruction that surrounded them.
They arrived in New Orleans after dark. Through the darkness, the students could
see total desolation. Dr. Raymond Frey, associate professor of history at Centenary,
wrote in his diary, "It is dark except for a few generator-powered lights. Miles of
empty homes and factories. Under every highway overpass are hundreds of cars
ruined by water and mud. There's no place else to put them until they can be
hauled away."
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At the United Methodist Church in Kenner, LA, where
the volunteers would live for the next ten days, they
were briefed by Centenary Professor of Criminal Justice
Norman Cetuk, one of the trip's organizers.
Pointing to a map of New Orleans on the wall,
Professor Cetuk told them, "The area shaded in red is
where 1,000 people died in the hurricane. That is
where you are going tomorrow."

Utter Devastation
The next morning, the students received their first
assignments. Some would be removing massive tree
limbs, others would be sheetrocking or roofing.
As the teams traveled to their work sites, the
awe-struck students could
only stare at the
.
.
passing scenery In
silence. Television
news reports had not
prepared them for the
widespread ruin that
still engulfed New
Orleans four months
after Katrina hit.
Lauren Higger, a junior at
Centenary, recalled only
gasps breaking the silence. Then, someone grabbed her
hand and began to pray.
"There is no way to communicate what you are feeling," Higger said. "But everybody is feeling it, so you
really don't have to say anything."
For miles and miles, volunteers saw only deserted and
destroyed homes, cars strewn like forgotten toys along
roadways and on front lawns, and huge trees felled like
matchsticks. An eerie silence enveloped the oncebustling neighborhoods.
"When you are standing in the middle and it is all
around you, it feels like forever," said Higger. "You feel
very small. To me, it seemed like the majority of homes
had not even been entered since they were abandoned.
What was surprising to me was that they were still finding bodies. There were still houses with water in them."
"It was an awesome silence," agreed Reverend David L.
Jones, Vice-President of Student Services. "By that time
12 The Centenarian

all of the birds had either drowned or flown away.
There was nothing there except the buzz saws you
heard dimly in the distance. This was an area as dense
as Queens, NY."
One day as a crew worked clearing trees at a home in
Metairie, the tolling of church bells broke the
silence. It was the only remaining church for miles and the
only place left to hold wakes
and funerals. The solemn bells
tolled for four funerals that day.
In some neighborhoods, tarps
covered the roofs of badly damaged homes, providing scant protection to the water-soaked contents covered in thick, black mud.
One homeowner told the volunteers
that contractors had charged up to
$5,000 to tarp roofs immediately after the storm.
Many of the financially strapped families had collected just that amount in insurance for their ruined
homes and belongings.
Some of the students were charged with shoveling out
the homes' contents, which were caked in oil from
nearby refinery tanks that had burst in the storm. The
soggy, sludge-splattered photos, keepsakes and other
personal items brought the volunteers face to face
with those whose lives had been destroyed by Katrina.
"I just could not bring myself to take any pictures,"
said sophomore Dave Melton. "I had a camera and
I brought tons of film, but I could not do it, especially in front of the people; It did not feel right. I just
could not."
At some homes, New Orleans residents met students
at the property. Some were viewing their houses for
the first time since the hurricane struck. Many collapsed in tears as they saw how Katrina's fury had
carelessly battered their homes and their lives.

Finding Hope Amid the Ruins
Despite the raw emotion they encountered, the
Centenary students never wavered in their support of
the New Orleans residents they had traveled more
than 4,600 miles to help.
"It was difficult because often families first went back

peopl e .

As

we
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to their houses with our group," said Reverend Jones.
"We had 19- and 20-year-olds comforting sobbing
50- to 70-year-olds. The maturity of our students was
really awesome."
In home after home, the students met families somehow trying to remain upbeat and create normalcy
amidst the chaos.
A family of four, including a 95-year-old woman, living in a tiny FEMA-provided trailer In their driveway
waited for someone to fix their home. Another man
whose home lay in ruins asked only for a new hammer so he could begin sheetrocking. A young couple
just starting out bought their home - located three
blocks from a burst levy - three months before the
storm and now tried to salvage what they could.
The students marveled at the courage and resilience
of these people, many of whom quickly pointed to
others whose situations were more dire than their own.
They were also struck by the sheer gratitude that
greeted even the smallest tasks they performed for the
beleaguered city residents.
Melton recalled the check one homeowner handed
him in gratitude.
"It was not the check, it was what was written on the
check," he noted. "It said, 'Thank you, angels.' It
really hit me. It was touching."
The Centenarian 13

"They were moved," agreed Higger. "I cannot tell you
how many times people said a prayer in my name
because I was there and how many times they said,
'You are an angel. You came all the way from New
1
Jersey just to be here for me."'
As the students worked, sometimes side-by-side with
New Orleans residents, it became quickly apparent
that cultural differences borne of region or ethnic
origin had no relevance here.
As one of Centenary's students from Korea attempted
to speak to a homeowner, the colliding accents of Asia
and the Deep South could not block the compassion
and gratitude flowing between the pair.

"It does not matter what language you speak or where
you come from," commented Centenary sophomore
Brian Nauer. "Korea is halfway across the world. It is
tragic that events like this happen, but it is pretty good
that you can see people come together the way that
they did."

Staying the Course
Adrenaline for the task at hand drove the students to
overcome the emotional toll of being immersed in
Katrina's ruin, along with the trying conditions of
living without many basic amenities.
Centenary's volunteers shared the United Methodist
Church with their peers from Drew. Some slept in
sleeping bags on the floor, while a lucky few had air
mattresses. Others sought fresh air by sleeping in an
alcove outside the church.
Showers were hard to come by, available only at a
YMCA miles away. And despite wearing protective
masks required by the Centers for Disease Control,
some of the volunteers picked up what has come to be
known as the "Katrina cough," a hacking brought on
by constant exposure to mold, mildew and building
demolition.
Through it all, the students supported each other,
comforted by the fact that they were making a difference in the lives of others.
"If you were having a particularly emotional day, there
was always somebody there to support you," observed
Higger. "We kept each other directed that we were
doing what we could. People were very compassionate.
The group as a whole kind of came together."
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Among the wide range of emotions dredged up by
their experiences in New Orleans was anger- anger
at a system that has been unable to provide more assistance and at a nation that has diverted its attention
elsewhere in the months since the storm.
The students also felt an overwhelming guilt for leaving their new friends to return to lives of comfort in
New Jersey.

journal entries and photographs provided by
Dr. &ymond Frey.

14 The Centenarian

"That whole bus ride was so somber because we realized we were coming back to running water and all the
comforts of life," recalled Bryan Watkinson, a junior at

I

Centenary. "We were leaving everyone back there who
had nothing. You feel guilty about it. Why are
we so lucky?"
Senior Nicole Insabella,
agreed. "I hit a really,
really low point on the bus
ride back," she explained.
"For the first time in my life
I felt like I was doing something that was greater than
me. This whole experience
really just ignited a spark in me
and I have seriously been thinking about doing this kind of
thing all the time."
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Raising Awareness
Now back on campus, the
Centenary faculty members and students are channeling what they have learned into
deepening their own self-awareness and sharing their
experiences with others. Some are already planning
trips back to New Orleans.
"It is not about what we did," noted junior Sean
O'Keefe. "It is about what still needs to be done."

English, sociology and psychology professors are
teaching courses that tie in with Hurricane Katrina.
The sociology class, for instance, focuses on how basic
social institutions including family, religion, education, government and the economy have reacted to
disasters ranging from the Depression to the Vietnam
War to Hurricane Katrina.

2\\J. 8Yt'\J.e
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Five Centenary education majors, Lauria Marsh,
Alicia Miller, Kate Slack, Jane Casteel and Liz
Gargano, were also part of the Katrina relief
effort. The group collected enough school supplies to fill aU-Haul truck, drove to Louisiana,
and woke at 5 a.m. each day to work with children displaced by the hurricane at Scotlandville
Middle School in East Baton Rough Parish. The
excerpt above is taken from a journal writing
exercise with second graders at the school.

The English students are studying poems written in
desperation to discover common emotional threads.
But perhaps the greatest lesson from the students'
experiences in New Orleans is the realization that
reaching out to others can make a big difference.
"I think you just cannot lose hope," said Nauer.
"In our group there were only 130 of us, and there
were houses and houses and houses. You have to
stick with it and stay committed. If groups keep
going down like our group, it will really make
a difference."
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TH MOLD
Innovative education programs prepare
teachers for real classrooms
It is demonstration day in "Methods and Materials
for Children with Special Needs," and senior Lee Ann
Smith is presenting a mini-lesson in arithmetic using
the picture book, The Big Ugly Monster and the Little
Stone Rabbit. On the surface, a book about a misunderstood monster appears to have little connection to
special needs children and first grade math, but in
Dr. Linda Schwartz Green's education class, it all
makes sense.
"When dealing with kids in special needs classes, I
wanted to reiterate the idea that although things look
different they are still the same," explained Smith,
regarding her choice of The Big Ugly Monster to kick
off the lesson. ''At the end of the book, the monster's
home may have looked different, but it was the same
monstrous cave. It was still the same place." Smith
then called on two classmates to physically demonstrate that even though numbers sequences change,
the mathematical equation remains the same.
Afterwards, she circulated a worksheet customized for
children with attention deficit disorder (ADD) and
other memory issues. "This is a lesson that can be
carried over to word problems," concluded Smith.
"You just have to break it down into simple steps so
they can understand."
The student-prepared mini-lessons continued. Janet
Bastinck tackled rounding off numbers for children

FAST FACTS

Education student Lee Ann Smith demonstrates how
literacy can be used to make mathematical concepts more
accessible to special needs children.
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•

250 students are enrolled in the Education
Certification Program. Centenary College offers
teacher certification programs to students working
toward a Bachelor of Arts degree in Biology,
English, History, Mathematics, Psychology,
Social Studies and Sociology.

•

Students may become certified in Elementary
Education, Teacher of Biology, Teacher of English,
Teacher of Mathematics, ·Teacher of Social Studies

department at Centenary College, which in the last
few years has become the go-to source for highly
trained teachers in northwestern New Jersey. "We are
certainly not a program where we are sitting in our
ivory tower, and have no idea what is going on in the
field," said Dr. Heather Dunham, professor of education and chair of the department. "We are in classrooms all the time."

Dr. Linda Schwartz Green, associate professor for
education, connects theory to practice in education
courses at Centenary.

with visual problems using a roller coaster, and colorcoded numbers. Richard Shaw addressed meta-cognition issues with a ruler, tape measure and yardstick.
Juanita White showed how to make fractions more
understandable using a makeshift pizza pie with pepperoni, peppers and cheese.

Centenary's intensive field experience coupled with its
small class size, collaborative approach and active
learning environment are all hallmarks of a program
whose graduates are quickly snapped up by New
Jersey public schools, and are in increasingly high
demand in Warren, Sussex, Hunterdon and Morris
counties.
"I am looking to get the best qualified teachers that I
can find, which can be challenging in a rural area,"

"Children with disabilities have trouble with generalization. The more you take a concept and apply it to
real life, the more they are going to understand it,"
Dr. Schwartz Green reminded the eight-person class.
According to Dr. Schwartz Green associate professor
for education, textbooks are fine for explaining ADD,
ADHD, and the myriad of special needs issues in
classrooms today, but preparing teachers for the challenges they will encounter requires a hands-on
approach that connects theory to practice. "We model
what we need to know," stressed Dr. Schwartz Green.
Modeling, or the replication of real life teaching situations, could be the official anthem of the education

•

•

Student teaching plays an integral role in preparing
Centenary education students for the challenges of
today's classroom.

and Teacher of Students with Disabilities.

•

Centenary recognizes that all teachers will
encounter students with unique needs and is
one of a handful of institutions that requires
all education students to complete six credits in
special education.

An average of 60 students complete the education
certification program each year and Centenary's
graduates are in high demand. By 2008,
Centenary expects to increase the number of certified teachers it graduates to 240 each year.

•

Graduates stay with Centenary throughout their
career through ongoing professional development,
graduate programs, certifications and licensure,
online programs and mentoring.

Centenary was one of the first colleges in New
Jersey to offer a dual major to general education
and special education students.
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BREAKING THE MOLD CONTINUED
said Dr. Kevin Brennan, superintendent of Greenwich
Township Schools in Warren County. "Centenary has
moved aggressively towards establishing a program that
really helps prepare student teachers as they come into
the classroom."
"Centenary places a heavy emphasis on the practical,
experience end of teaching," noted Jason Kornegay
'99, principal ofValley View Elementary School in
Lebanon Township. "I think because of that, teachers
come in with a pretty clear understanding of what it is
like in the classroom."
In addition to preparing teachers, intensive Centenary
training also appears to be instrumental in retaining
teachers.
According to the National Center for Education, one
in three teachers who enter American classrooms in
the next decade will leave after the first three years; 50
percent will not make it past five years. Centenary
graduates seem to defY these grim statistics by staying
in education and returning to Centenary for the masters program or additional professional training.
"The tracking we have been able to do for the national
accreditation effort is showing that our students are
staying in the field," noted Dr. Dunham. "Our program is very rigorous and we do our best to make sure
that when our students get out there, they are really
skilled and qualified."

Centenary College international student Remy van den
Bogaerdt gains essential field experience while student
teaching at Third Street Elementary school.
18 The Centenarian

CENTENARY AFTER 3
Bringing graduate education courses to
New Jersey schools
As soon as the final bell rings Friday at 3 p.m., Andy
Bujno, an elementary teacher at the Academy Street
School in Dover, dashes off to graduate school. He
gathers up homework, packs up his briefcase and walks
20 paces to the school library, where "Introduction to
Special Education," a three-credit graduate class meets.
Bujno, like a lot of teachers in northwestern New
Jersey, is working towards a master's degree, and is
doing it courtesy of Professional Development Sites
established by Centenary College.
Started by the education department four years ago, a
Professional Development Site is a unique partnership
with an area public school, whereby Centenary sends
a cohort of practicum students and student teachers
who spend a year doing field work in the school.
Centenary in turn, provides the school with on-site
graduate classes at a 50 percent discount. The program
began with three schools and has grown to 36 today.
Dr. Heather Dunham, professor of education and
chair of the department at Centenary College describes
the partnership as a win-win for all involved.
"Teachers study graduate coursework in their school,
at the end of their day, with a group of colleagues who
can support each other and help each other through,"
she said. Centenary students, also benefit by spending
an entire year in a school as opposed to the traditional
15 weeks of student teaching. "By spending an entire
year in the school, student teachers experience the full
cycle of what occurs in school. They know the school,
they know the culture of the school," added Dr.
Dunham. "They start off very tentative and come back
full of confidence."

A growing number of New Jersey teachers work towards
master's degrees through Centenary's Professional
Development sites.

Deborah Harry '65 inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
One way or another Deborah Ann Harry '65 was destined to
become an original pop icon. As the front woman for new
wave/punk sensation Blondie, she was the trendsetter who opened
the door for other smart, ambitious blondes. A multi-talented
muse, she pioneered rap, drew raves for the eclectic characters
she portrayed in Union City and Hairspray and with her take-noprisoners style and droll sense of humor put her indelible
thumbprint on American music and culture.
Another pop icon, Madonna, probably summed it up best when
she called the Centenary alumna "the coolest chick in the universe,"
in the forthcoming biography, Deborah Harry: Platinum Blonde, by
Cathay Che.
With the induction of Blondie into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame on March 13, 2006 is a big year for the pop icon, but she still
found time to reflect on her years at Centenary College.
Q: What is your most vivid memory of Centenary College?

Deborah Harry: My most vivid memories are of two teachers,

Nicholas Orsini, who was an art teacher and Dr. [Terry] Smith
who taught American literature. They were intensely interested in
their subjects and their students and really opened my eyes considerably.
Q: Did your experience at Centenary influence your art
in any way?

Deborah Harry: I think everything that happens to you good
and bad influences you in whatever it is you do.
Q: You've become a critical and commercial success.
What advice do you have for students starting out in a
creative field?

Deborah Harry: I hate giving advice because each of us has
their own set of standards and balances but the most difficult
problem in the arts is reconciling the difference between art and
commerce. Don't be afraid of being unique.

Deborah has never been afraid of being unique, and nearly 41 years
after graduating from Centenary College, shows no signs of slowing
down. She graced the catwalk at New York's Fashion Week for heart
disease awareness and wrapped work on the comedy Full Grown
Men, due out later this year. Blondie has released a new album,
"Greatest Hits: Sound and Vision," a compilation of re-mastered
audio tracks and classic videos, which the newly-inducted Rock and
Roll Hall of Famers will promote on a VH 1 Classic tour this summer. For further information, visit www.blondie.net.
The Centenarian
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Business is Personal at Skylands
Community Bank
or Michael Halpin, president and CEO of
Hackettstown-based Skylands Community
Bank, business is personal. It means knowing
your customers by name, investing in local businesses
and taking an active role in the community.

Michael Halpin, president and
CEO of Skylands Community
Bank.

Halpin even gives out his direct extension to customers and answers his own phone. "Maybe that is
unusual, but I think it is important," he explains. In
the world of commercial banking, where behemoths
have swallowed up many smaller banks, Halpin's
approach is not only unusual; it is downright
refreshing.
A full-service bank, Skylands Community Bank has
retained its small town feel despite its merger six years
ago with Fulton Financial Corporation. A key to the
Bank's continuing success is that local people continue to make local decisions.
"The model that we operate within is that we operate
independently within the parent organization,"
Halpin points out. "We are with them now six years
and a lot of people do not even know it. They let the
local people run the bank and that is what our customers like."

Since 1990, Skylands Community
Bank has been a catalyst that
has helped to fuel the explosive
growth in its four-county service
area through its extensive offerings of mortgage and business
loan products.

Customers can take advantage of a full slate of financial service products, from business offerings to personal banking services with online access including
savings, checking and retirement accounts, mortgages
and home equity loans. Financial planning services
are available to Skylands customers through Fulton
Financial Corporation.
Founded in 1990, Skylands and its employees continue to play a vital role in the greater-Hackettstown
community. Bank representatives have joined the
local Rotary Club and Chamber of Commerce and
the bank has contributed financially to many worthy
organizations in the area, including Centenary
College. Denis Hennessy O'Rourke, chairman of
Skylands Community Bank, became a trustee of
Centenary College in 2005. He also serves on The
Campaign for Centenary College steering committee.
In fact, the College presented Skylands Community
Bank with its prestigious Gold Dome Award in 2003.
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TAKING THE REINS AT WNTI
Centenary College's radio
station welcomes a new General Manager
For Jon Peterson, general manager of Centenary
College's public radio station, the job he assumed in
December perfectly blends his professional interests in
teaching and radio.
A former instructor at Penn State, Peterson went on to
a career in radio as an on-air personality and management at several stations, including serving as the general
manager for a station in the Virgin Islands.
The award recognizes individuals and institutions that
work toward advancing the betterment of Centenary
and the local community.
"Centenary is a cornerstone of the community and an
asset to the town and to the northwest area," says
Halpin, who served on Centenary's Board ofTrustees
for eight years. As Halpin sees it, Centenary provides
Hackettstown with both educational and economic
benefits, both of which help to strengthen the local
economy. "There is no other four-year college in this
area. There is a lot of benefit that the College provides
to the community. That is all part of the fabric of this
area that we live in."
For Skylands and other local businesses, Centenary has
been an important source for finding talented employees. A number of the College's students have completed internships at the Bank as part of Centenary's
initiative to provide its students with real-world experience before graduation.
Through Centenary's Career Center, students can earn
up to 12 elective credits through hands-on experience.
The internships, which can be either paid or unpaid,
require students to work between 90 and 110 hours to
earn three credits in each of four semesters.
Halpin applauds Centenary's focus on preparing
its students to compete in the real world by equipping
them with practical work experience before graduation.
"I think too many college kids just go to classrooms
and do not really get a full view of what it is like in a
real work environment," he explains. ''Anything you
can do to prepare a student for the actual workplace is
critical. When they work here, they are in a program
where they know what a bank does."

Now at WNTI, Peterson has already made sweeping
changes, including introducing new programs and
refining the schedule, which includes a good mix of
classic rock, reggae, soul and R&B. Peterson describes
WNTI's programming as "timeless rock and roll of the
'60s with the best of the '70s and '80s and a smidgen of
the '90s."
WNTI serves a wide geographic market, reaching as far
as Scranton/Wilkes-Barre to Allentown and parts of
New York City. Since there are no major cities in the
immediate area, the station fills a void among three
major markets. "It is not an easy task because there is
no one major city," Peterson said, "In aggregate, all of
the little towns around here of 5,000 to 10,000 people
mean there are a million potential listeners in this area."
In addition to his duties at WNTI, Peterson teaches
two radio-based communications courses at Centenary,
which provide some students the opportunity to whet
their feet at a professional station. Last winter, one
student provided some color commentary on WNTI
for Cyclones basketball games, while others have the
chance to participate in late-night music programming.
Unlike many other college radio stations, however,
Centenary students who work at the station will receive
expert guidance from Peterson and the other professionals at WNTI.
"Student experience without a mentor has very limited
value," Peterson said. "Here we will have students on air
in a very structured way, but also have a professionalsounding product Centenary can be proud of."
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ouno-UP
From Underdogs to Top Dogs
Centenary College's men's
baseball team is on a roll.
A club team just six years
ago, the Cyclones finished
the 2005 season 23-17,
captured their first Skyline
Conference Title, and
went on to compete in
the NCAA Division III
New York Regional
Baseball Championship
in Auburn, NY. Coach
Dave Sawicki sees big things in the team's future.
For starters, pro scouts have been sizing up several
Centenary players, whom Sawicki says stand a good
chance of being drafted within the next year or two.
"I have had 25 scouts looking at a couple of my players," said Sawicki. ''As a team, we have gotten more
recognition throughout the state of New Jersey and
beyond."
In 2001 - the first year Centenary played Division III
ball - Sawicki worried about recruiting enough players
to round out his roster. Today, the team fields between
28 and 32 talented players from New Jersey, Maryland,
Pennsylvania, Long Island and upstate New York.
"We have grown and now kids want to come to
Centenary College to play ball," Sawicki explained.
"We have a lot of talented players on our roster."
Leading the Cyclones this season is senior hurler Cole
Kimball, who throws upwards of 94 miles an hour.
Sawicki is also looking to team captains Matt
Hoffman behind the plate and Todd Sigafoos at
shortstop and DH, along with junior third baseman
Brandon Perrine.
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The team's schedule has gotten tougher in recent
years, with the Cyclones facing national powerhouses
like Maryland's Frostburg State and local legends
Kean University, ranked 20th in the country this season, the College of New Jersey and William Paterson
University.
In an early-season doubleheader against Frostburg,
ranked in the country's top 30, the Cyclones dropped
the opener 3-2 but blasted Frostburg 5-1 in the second game.
Sawicki's goal as a coach is to groom his players to
succeed on the field and off.
"I want to find kids who really want to play baseball
and who want to succeed academically, athletically
and socially here at Centenary," he said. "I want these
kids to play at the highest level of competition in
Division III and to see different people and places. It
is all part of the athletic experience."

Centenary's Andre Harris Notches 1,OOOth
Point in College Career
For Centenary senior
guard Andre Harris, his
final Cyclones home game,
on February 15, 2006, was
a night to remember.
While the Cyclones fell to
Stevens 96-75, the contest
sparked Harris to notch
the 1,OOOth point of his
college career.
Harris entered the game needing a season-high
27 points to achieve the milestone.

While he mustered just ten points in the first hal£
Harris exploded in the second half with 17 points,
including an end-of-game lay-up that clinched his
spot in Cyclone history.
He joins at least four other Centenary players to reach
1,000 points in their college careers.

Looking Ahead in Sports

Dr. Hoyt Guest Coaches Lady Cyclones

Women's Soccer

When the Lady
Cyclones took
to the court for
a mid-winter
match against
Manhattanville
College on
February 1,
2006,
Centenary College President Dr. Kenneth L. Hoyt
was not in his usual seat in the stands. Instead, he
joined them on the team bench as a guest coach.

Women's soccer coach Kevin
Davies is counting on eight
returning veterans to help turn
around last year's tough 3-7
record. He points to Michelle
Yerkes, the only senior on the
team, along with Tanya DiDonna and Clare
Johnson as likely candidates to spark the team
to a winning season.

The team rewarded the rookie coach's enthusiastic
efforts with an 80-70 win over Skyline Conference
rival Manhattanville. "It was very nice to have Dr.
Hoyt on our bench," said sophomore point guard
Ayana Way. "It let us know that as a team we have the
full support of the campus community."
The Lady Cyclones opened a quick 13-6 advantage
in the game's first seven minutes. Sophomores Laura
Feigus and Jessa Jones paced Centenary with 17
points apiece and Jones added a game-high 15
rebounds for her fifth double-double of the season.
First-year coach Lorie Khalil's squad- seven veterans
and six talented freshmen- ended the regular season
with a 9-17 record. Senior guard Lenaya Price was
recognized on Senior Night before the regular season
finale, a 92-75 loss to Farmingdale.
The Lady Cyclones advanced to the quarter finals of
the Skyline Conference Tournament with a 72-64
win over Mount Saint Vincent, but dropped its next
conference match to top-seeded Mount St. Mary.

This year's recruits hail from New Jersey, as
well as Pennsylvania, New York, Maryland
and Missouri. "We have got some very good
recruits," said Davies, who is entering his
eighth season with the program. "Good student-athletes always look at our program."

Men's Soccer
The recruiting season has
yielded some strong new players and the Centenary College
men's soccer coach Keith
O'Connor is looking to a
promising 2006 season.
Entering his third year at the helm of the
Cyclones, O'Connor has 13 veterans returning and is looking to captains Manny Neives,
Brian Engisch and Justin DeFeo to turn
around last year's 5-12-1 record.
"We have a higher quality student-athlete,"
O'Connor says of this year's recruits. "We are
bringing in kids with very good SAT scores
and GPAs."
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NEW TRUSTEES
George E. Arwady became publisher of The Star-Ledger

in 2004, after a 34-year career with Michigan newspapers
as publisher of The Kalamazoo Gazette, editor and publisher of The Muskegon Chronicle and editor of The Saginaw
News. Arwady is currently on the Board of Directors for
Liberty Science Center and the Independent College Fund
of New Jersey. He also served as a Director of the Western
Michigan University Foundation and as a member on the Governor's Task Force
on the Future of Higher Education in Michigan. He resides in Chatham, NJ.
Dr. Stanley Paul Caine is the President Emeritus of

Adrian College in Michigan. He retired in June 2005,
after serving as College President for 16 years. Prior to
Adrian College, he was Professor of History and Vice
President for Academic Mfairs at Hanover College, IN;
Associate Professor of History at DePauw University in
Greencastle, IN; and Assistant Professor of History at
Lindenwood College in St. Charles, MO. Dr. Caine was the recipient of the
2005 Michigan Campus Compact's Lifetime Achievement Award, which
acknowledged his "exceptional commitment to community service and the
incorporation of service-learning into the Adrian curriculum."

CENTENARY COLLEGE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Harris F. Smith
Chairman
Kenneth L. Hahn
Vice Chairman
David A. Lackland
2nd Vice Chairman
Lucinda Thomas Embersits '59
Secretary
Alan J. Shaw
Treasurer
George E. Arwady
N. William Atwater
Mark Avondoglio
Dennis M. Bone
Stanley P. Caine
Elizabeth G. Christopherson
Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar
John H. Fritz

Elizabeth Good Christopherson is the Executive

Director of NJN Public Television and Radio and
President of the NJN Foundation. During her 12-year
tenure, NJN set new records for recognition of its original
programming, audience growth and financial support, and
expanded its broadcast and new media services.
Christopherson has also been recognized with numerous
awards for her professional accomplishments and for her efforts to strengthen
women's roles and responsibilities in the workplace. She serves as a member of
the national PBS Board and has served on the Board of Directors for PNC Bank
of New Jersey, Liberty Science Center, Wellesley College Business Leadership
Council, New Jersey State Council Arts, New Jersey Technology Council and
New Jersey Reads. Christopherson resides in Morristown, NJ.

Peter Gorry
Virginia George Hdok '44
Lee Kellogg
Bishop Hae-Jong Kim
Honorable Leonard Lance
Honorable Robert E. Littell
Gayle Sickinger Maffeo '61
Arden Davis Melick '60
Denis Hennessy O'Rourke
Diane Perrella
Dominick J. Romano

Denis Hennessy O'Rourke is Chairman of Skylands

Community Bank. A longtime business and community
leader, O'Rourke has also served as President of Axial
Investors Group, Inc.; Partner in the Skylands
Development Group; and CEO of Skylands of Seneca
Falls. A member of the Paterson Federation Knights of
Columbus Council in the Diocese of Paterson, he was the
recipient of the Council's 2003 Community Award, which recognized his support of Association for Retarded Citizens (ARC) ofWarren County.

Cynthia Azoy Rooke
James A. Salerno
Timothy Smith
Christopher M. Treanor
Norman L. Worth
Earle T. Holsapple, Jr.
Trustee Emeritus
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SAVE THE
The 2006 Centenary
Scholarship Gala
Save the date for Centenary College's 13th
Annual Scholarship Gala, "Grown in the Garden
State." Proceeds from the Scholarship Gala

Honorees:
Senator Robert E. and VirginiaN. Littell
The Centenary College President's Circle

Co-Chairs:

provide financial support to the best and brightest

Mark Avondoglio, Co-Owner and General
Manager, Perona Farms

Centenary students who otherwise might not be
able to benefit from a Centenary education.

Dennis M. Bone, President,
Verizon New Jersey

Date:

Gayle Sickinger Maffeo '61

June 8, 2006

Place:
The Westminster Hotel, Livingston, NJ

